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(רש"י) שיתחזק אדם בהם תמיד בכל כחו - (ברכות לב:) ארבעה צריכים חיזוק   

     A Sichah from Maran HaGaon Rav Gershon Edelstein shlita   Shlach 5777 

           Running From Honor  

We are now holding after the Yom Tov of Shevuos, when 
we received the Torah. We must contemplate how one merits 
to acquire Torah. The sixth chapter of Pirkei Avos lists forty-
eight ways to acquire Torah. Some of these forty-eight ways 
are easy to do, while some are harder. We are now going to 
focus on one of these forty-eight ways, namely “running away 
from honor.”                                              

Honor is considered a very negative and dangerous defect. 
When a person receives a tremendous honor, he loses some of 
his Olam Haba. This is because it is a great pleasure to be 
honored, and he therefore is deemed to have received his 
pleasure in this world, instead of deserving to receive it in 
Olam Haba. This is as the Iggeres Gra states, that all of the 
pleasure that a person receives in this world, will be bitter for 
him in his grave.  This is especially true regarding honor, 
which is a spiritual pleasure. The Kesser Rosh (#137) indeed 
explicitly states that one cannot compare the reduction for 
physical pleasure from his Olam Haba, to the very large 
deduction that one receives due to having received pleasure 
from honor, which is a spiritual pleasure. The notes on this 
statement of the Kesser Rosh, quote the Sefer Chassidim as 
saying, that a person should not be happy if he is honored in 
this world, as it (i.e. this amount of pleasure) is removed from 
his portion in Olam Haba!                  

There are the physical pleasures of the five senses. [The 
five senses are taste, smell, sight, sound, and touch.] For 
example, a person can hear nice music and see beautiful 
sights. However, they are still considered somewhat physical, 
as the pleasure is derived through at least one of the five 
senses.  

There is another type of common pleasure that is not 
exactly something that is derived from the five senses, and 
that is the pleasure of having a lot of money. Even though this 
is a pleasure that is not physical, it is a very fleeting pleasure, 
as the truth is that a person always wants more money! He is 
never really satisfied with what he has.                

The only real spiritual pleasure that stays with a person is 
honor. This is why the Mesilas Yesharim (ch.11) writes that 
the drive for honor pushes people more than any other drive 
that they have. It is a very dangerous pursuit!            

The Gemara in Sanhedrin (7b) teaches us that even 
Amoraim were bothered by honor. The Gemara relates that 
when Rav saw an entourage following him, he would say, “If 
his pinnacle will go to the heavens, like his dung he will be 
forever destroyed.” Rav, who was such a great Amora that he 
was in fact considered like a Tana, would say this Passuk in 
order to reiterate to himself that honor is nothing. The fact 
that he had to say this to himself shows that it was a test (that 
he overcame successfully). Rav wanted to ensure that he 
would not even gain a small amount of haughtiness from the 
fact that many people were following him around.   

.   Bnei Beseira and Hillel Ha’Zaken 

The Gemara in Pesachim (66a) relates the incident 
involving the Bnei Beseira and Hillel Ha’Zaken. Bnei Beseira 
were the Nesi’im, Roshei Yeshivah, and Gedolei Ha’Dor. 
They had hundreds, and possibly thousands, of students at the 
time in various Yeshivos. Once, they forgot the Halachah 
regarding whether offering the Korban Pesach pushes aside 
the laws of Shabbos. People told them that there was a 
brilliant scholar who was a student of Shmaya and Avtalyon 
(see Avos 1:12) who had just arrived. His name was Hillel 
Ha’Bavli. He probably would know if the Korban Pesach 
pushes aside Shabbos.    

When he was asked regarding the law, he replied that he 
indeed had learned that it pushes aside Shabbos, due to a 
certain Gezeirah Shaveh. When Bnei Beseira saw that Hillel 
knew more Torah than them, they immediately gave him the 
Nesius.  They now wanted him to be their Rebbi, and they 
would be the students. It is difficult for us to fathom a Rav of 
a city giving up his position to a Rav, just because he found 
out that this second Rav knows more Torah than he does. 
However, this what the Bnei Beseira did for Hillel Ha’Zaken.    

Hillel started to rebuke the Bnei Beseira. He told them that 
their laziness in not being interested in learning from Shmaya 
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and Avtalyon caused them to need a person like him to come 
from Babylon and teach them Torah. His point was to make 
them understand how important it is to sacrifice in order to 
learn Torah. The Gemara in Yoma (35b) famously recounts 
how Hillel, though destitute, would give half of his income to 
the guard at the entrance to the Beis Medrash, in order to be 
allowed in to learn Torah from Shamaya and Avtalyon. Once 
he did not have the money, and needed to climb up on the 
roof in order to listen to the Shiur from the skylight. However, 
it was snowing that day, and he ended up covered in snow. In 
the merit of his sacrifice for Torah, he ended up knowing 
more Torah than Bnei Beseira. 

  “Yuhara” - Lacking Perfect Humility         
 After Hillel rebuked Bnei Beseira, they asked him a 

question in Halachah, but he did not know the answer. The 
Gemara there states, that this was due to the fact that he had 
been somewhat haughty, and one who is haughty loses his 
wisdom (at least temporarily). Similarly, we find that a person 
who becomes angry, also has his wisdom removed from him 
temporarily. This is derived from the fact that after Moshe 
Rabeinu gave strong rebuke to the generals in the war against 
Midyan, he forgot a Halachah, and it was said over through 
Elazar Ha’Kohen.   

When Moshe Rabeinu became angry and forgot the 
Halachah, it was not over his own personal honor, but rather 
due to his understanding that Hashem had not been honored 
properly. He was upset that Bnei Yisrael had let the females 
of Midyan survive (see Bamidar 31:14). He was upset that 
they leftover Manna in the desert (see Shemos 16:20). He was 
also upset that the sons of Aharon (and Aharon himself), had 
burned the Chatas. Despite that, all of these incidents of anger 
were for the sake of Hashem, and not for his own honor, he 
still temporarily lost Halachic understanding, because of his 
anger.        

Similarly, when Hillel Ha’Zaken rebuked Bnei Beseira, he 
forgot some Halachah. He did not actually become haughty, 
as we know that Hillel was known to be an example of 
humility (see Shabbos 30b). Rather, at this moment, he was 
lacking somewhat in his perfection of the character trait of 
humility. This is known as “Yuhara.” The Gemara in many 
places mentions Yuhara, which is usually defined as acting 
like a bigger Talmid Chacham than one should in that 
situation. There is also the term, “it appears like Yuhara.” 
This is a very low level of haughtiness, where a person 
appreciates his standing over others more than he should. This 
is what caused Hillel to forget the Halachah. This is as the 
Yerushalmi in Yevamos (12:6) states regarding Levi bar 
Sisin, who was placed on a very high podium. This caused 
him to immediately forget his learning. In all of these cases, 

the Torah these great people had, was due to their holiness 
and sanctity. Once this sanctity was lessened, they 
temporarily forgot some of their Torah.        

The Rambam (Dei’os 2:2) indeed emphasizes how we 
must stay far away from anger and haughtiness. Interestingly, 
while he mentions Chazal’s statement that a person who 
becomes angry temporarily loses his wisdom, he does not 
mention their similar statement regarding haughtiness. It 
could very well be that this is because Chazal state that one 
who is “Misyaher” (the root of the word Yuhara) temporarily 
loses his wisdom. This is not exactly haughtiness, as we have 
explained, but rather a small feeling of being more important 
than others that is not technically forbidden. (Accordingly, it 
cannot be quoted in the same context as actual haughtiness.) 
[Rebbi Yosef Bloch zt”l in Shiurei Da’as explains this 
Gemara we have just discussed in Pesachim at length.]   

In truth, there is no reason for a person to believe that he is 
greater than anyone else. This is as the Ramban states in 
Iggeres Ha’Ramban, “Everyone should be greater than you in 
your eyes. If he is wise or wealthy, you must honor him. If he 
is poor and you are wealthy, or you are smarter than him; 
think that perhaps he is more of a Tzaddik than you are, as if 
he sins he is only sinning accidentally, whereas if you sin, you 
are sinning on purpose.” In the first sentence of his statement, 
where the Ramban says that if one is wealthy you must honor 
him, he means that if a person is wealthy, his wealth was 
probably given to him by Hashem because he is very honest 
(see Rashi in Bava Metzia 35a). It is obvious why a person 
should honor someone who is smarter than him. 

The Ramban continues that when a person is smarter and 
knows more Torah, there is a much greater claim in Heaven 
that he should have known better. For example, one cannot 
compare the Bitul Torah and Tefilos lacking proper intent of a 
person who knows how important they are, versus a person 
who doesn’t really understand the importance of Torah and 
Tefilah. Accordingly, since this person who lacks Torah 
understanding, is not sinning as seriously as the person who 
does understand Torah, perhaps he is more important to 
Hashem (in a certain sense) than those who are smarter than 
him. His sins are not considered very serious at all.  

   Be Wary of The Influence of Honor 
Let us return to our original topic of running away from 

honor. One must realize it can eliminate some of his reward in 
Olam Haba, and might actually bring him to Gehinnom. If 
one is in a place where he is being honored, he should say 
Pesukim that remind him that he is not so significant. The 
Gemara states that when Mar Zutra Chasida was older and it 
was difficult for him to walk, he would be honored by being 
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carried on people’s shoulders. He would say Pesukim to 
remind himself that he is not really important. A Talmid 
Chacham should not stop the public from honoring him, as 
this is their Mitzvah. However, he should remind himself that 
he is not important, in order to retain his humility.             

 This is a difficult task. It is therefore preferable for a 
person to refrain from going to places where he is going to be 
honored. However, if he has no choice, he should go and say 
these Pesukim to remind himself to be humble, as per the 
actions of Mar Zutra Chasida. One may presume that all of 
the Tanaim, Amoraim, Rishonim, and Acharonim acted in 
this fashion.     

When a person is by himself, he is not normally thinking 
about whether he is currently being honored. Who is going to 
honor him? An animal? However, even when a person is with 
one human being, he sometimes will start to think about how 
that person is relating to him. He will start to contemplate 
whether the other person really thinks he is important. This is 
because people naturally like it when others think well of 
them, and they are therefore curious to know if this is indeed 
the case with this particular person with whom they are 
currently interacting.              

However, as we have mentioned, it is not beneficial for one 
to realize that the other person thinks he is important. In any 
case, does he really deserve to be viewed as important? Did 
he never commit the sin of Bitul Torah since his Bar 
Mitzvah? Did he never say Lashon Hara or Daven a Tefilah 
without proper intent? Did he never speak mundane speech or 
engage in a meaningless conversation? It is not enough that he 
is not being scorned, but rather he should be honored?!      

Embarrassment Removes Gehinnom 
Embarrassment and denigration are actually very good for 

a person, as they remove a certain amount of Gehinnom. It is 
also not dangerous physically (normally, see below). Usually, 
a person will soon forget about this denigration, and he will 
have permanently have been spared some time in Gehinnom! 
Embarrassment is spiritual pain, and is considered (in a 
certain sense) worse than death (see Sharei Teshuvah 3:112).  

[We find that there are two words used in Tanach to 
represent embarrassment. They are “Bushah” and “Klimah.” 
They are sometimes used together (see Yechezkel ch.36). We 
also recite in Birkas Ha’Mazon “Shelo Neivosh v’Lo 
Nikalem.” When they are together, “Bushah” refers to a 
smaller level of embarrassment, and “Klimah” refers to a 
greater level of embarrassment.]          

Embarrassment can lead to physical danger, even to death. 
I remember that there was once a fire in a very tall building 

that had large pipes going down the side of the building. The 
fire blocked the exits, but people from higher floors were able 
to grab onto these pipes next to the windows, and make their 
way down while grasping the pipes. One person started to do 
so, but his clothing started falling off. Unfortunately, out of 
embarrassment, he tried to hike up his clothing while 
climbing down, causing him to lose his grip on the pipe and 
plunge to his death. This is the nature of people. They will 
sometimes endanger their lives to avoid embarrassment.          

This is the embarrassment of this world. However, the 
embarrassment of the next world is much greater! The 
Mesilas Yesharim (ch.4) discusses at length how in the 
next world a person will stand in the Olam Ha’Emes in 
front of the Beis Din Shel Malah, his friends, teachers, and 
others, with a soul that is stained with so much sin! What 
a horrible embarrassment! 

We have previously mentioned that there is a limited 
amount of suffering a body can take in this world. However, 
the soul does not have that limit, and therefore can endure a 
massive amount of suffering. We find in Iyov (2:6) that when 
Hashem gave the Satan license to afflict Iyov, He said, “And 
preserve his soul.” This was because he was a mere mortal, 
and his body could not take unlimited suffering. However, 
this is not true of the Neshamah. 

The Rambam on Iyov comments that all of the suffering of 
Iyov cannot compare to an instant of suffering in Gehinnom. 
The Gemara in Berachos (57b) states that the heat of the fire 
in this world is one sixtieth of the intensity of the fire of 
Gehinnom. Can we even begin to fathom what that means? 
The good news is that the atonement of embarrassment 
removes the need for a person to be punished in Gehinnom. 
However, we must realize that if people become haughty, 
they might need Gehinnom to take away their haughtiness. 

In summary, one must run away from honor and treasure 
embarrassment. Rav Shach zt”l used to say, that one can view 
any embarrassment that he has suffered as a check for mllions 
of dollars that he can take to the next world to “pay for his 
(not having to go to) Gehinnom!”                                             

 Man’s Crookedness Leads Him Astray             

Sometimes a person can feel upset that he is being 
denigrated or not receiving enough honor, and he might start 
Chas v’Shalom to have claims against Hashem. The Passuk 
states in Mishlei (19:3), “The crookedness of a man leads him 
astray, and his heart will be angry with Hashem.” Sometimes 
a person does not think straight, leading him to bad 
conclusions, and he has claims against Hashem, Rachmana 
Liztlan, that this is how he ends up.    
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This type of person has some small level of Emunah, and 
doesn’t get angry at people, but doesn’t understand that 
whatever Hashem does, He does for our best (see Berachos 
60b). Nowadays, it is very common for people to get angry at 
people as well, and to think that their misfortune is from the 
people who wronged them, instead of realizing that 
everything is from Hashem!                           

There are some people who have Emunah and know 
everything is from Hashem for our best, but they are bitter 
about it. They complain, “Why did Hashem do this to me?” 
Truthfully, such a person is indeed lacking somewhat in his 
Emunah and his comprehension that everything is for our 
best. If someone has Emunah, he has no claims against 
Hashem. He also does not look for honor, as true honor is 
knowing Torah (see Avos 6:3).   

 We have previously explained that when we ask for 
“Riches and honor” when we are Mevarech the new month, 
we are asking for Torah values. “Richness” refers to being 
happy with our lot, as stated in Pirkei Avos (4:1) that a rich 
person is one who is content with his lot. “Honor” refers to 
Torah, as we mentioned earlier, that the only honor is Torah.  

Torah is the greatest pleasure that there is in this world, 
and the pleasure one has learning Torah, does not detract from 
his Olam Haba. The way to live a Torah life, as we often 
state, is by learning the Sifrei Mussar. 

May we merit Siyata Dishmaya!                           

      

 

                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

        

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

                 

                                                    
 

            

For donations or dedications of the Hebrew and English flyers, or to receive the sichos to your email, please 
contact: darkei.hachizuk@gmail.com 

The sichos are transcribed and translated from a weekly va’ad in Rav Gershon Edelstein’s home.  
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