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RAV BRAZIL PARSHAS TETZAVEH תשע"ח 

FAITH AND PATIENCE IN THE BUILDING OF THE MISHKAN 

Teshuva is not just lip service of I am sorry. Chazal teach us that real teshuvah is the 

coming to the same situation as before but this time acting correctly. This is learned 

from the teshuva of Rebbi (Baba Metziah 85). One time Rebbi was standing near the 

place where they slaughtered animals and one animal which seemingly knew its fate, 

ran to Rebbi and sought refuge by hiding under his garments. Rebbi said to the animal 

this is the purpose of your creation and you should not run away from it. Chazal say 

because he was insensitive even though his words were true, he was punished with 

bodily affliction for thirteen years. One day his maid was chasing after mice that were in 

a corner and he said to her have some rachmanus on them. Immediately the affliction 

ceased. The reason being that he demonstrated that in the same situation that occurred 

thirteen years ago he has done teshuvah. There is no question that during these thirteen 

years Rebbi davened to Hashem to remove his affliction but it was to no avail. Rebbi first 

had to be tested in the same scenario which he was in previously when he first sinned. 

When that happened and the aveirah was corrected, it was then that he did teshuvah 

shelaimah and his tefillos were answered. 

If so how are we to understand the teshuvah of Yisrael from the chait of serving the 

Aigel?  The Mishkan is called Mishkan Ha’aidus testifying that Hashem forgave them for 

the chait by dwelling His Shechinah inside (Shmos 38 21 Rashi)? In what aspect did 

Yisrael come to the same situation of serving the Aigel, but this time they rectified it? 

Rav Yaakov Kamenetzky ztl answers that first we have to understand the chait of the 

Aigel. Many Rishonim explain that this wasn’t the case of pure idol worship chas 

veshalom. When Moshe did not descend from Har Sinai at the appointed time according 

to their calculations, they were overcome by fear of the future. How can they ensure 

that Hashem will definitely dwell within them as promised, when their leader who was 

their bridge from Hashem to them is no longer alive? This worry of the future forced 

them to build a tangible entity to replace Moshe in order that they would not lose their 

bond with Hashem. So in truth, their error of making the Aigel was that they were too 

worried of what the future holds for them and the possibility of losing their relationship 

with Hashem. 

With this explanation of the chait, we can now understand how they rectified this 

shortcoming with the building of the Mishkan. When asked for donations to help 

construct a Mishkan, we find that they were not at all concerned of losing their bond 

with Hashem in the future, but rather they placed their full trust in Him. This was 
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demonstrated by their massive donations and their superior qualities. When they 

donated graciously all these finest materials what exactly were they thinking? They 

were about to enter Eretz Yisrael and build a permanent Bais Hamikdash. Therefore, the 

one that they are presently donating to build is only temporary. (The chait of the 

Meraglim didn’t exist yet so they were ready to enter Eretz Yisrael in a few weeks at the 

most). Why would they spend everything that they possess merely for a temporal 

building if that might cause them in a few months to be totally lacking the necessary 

materials and wealth in order to build a new solid permanent structure of glory for 

Hashem’s dwelling? 

The answer is that with this demonstration of full commitment and devotion to the 

building of the Mishkan they did a full teshuvah and turnaround from the chait of the 

Aigel where the worry of the future drove them to build a physical facilitator between 

them and Hashem. It was the building of the temporal Mishkan in which the Yidden 

donated with a hundred percent everything they had for the present glorification of 

Hashem and trusted in Hashem that He would supply them with more wealth and 

materials at a future time whenever it would be necessary to have them.  Therefore 

their building of the Mishkan in which no consideration of how will they build a Bais 

Hamikdash in the future took place, was a testimony of the teshuvah that Yisrael 

fulfilled for the chait of the Aigel. 

Am Yisrael finished the building of the Mishkan in the month of Kislev yet they did not 

get permission to erect it until the month of Nissan. Here it was built miraculously in 

three months and now they have to wait another four months before they get the green 

light to erect it? This delay from Hashem was also another essential aspect of rectifying 

the chait of the Aigel. Chazal tell us that when the sixth hour of the day arrived which 

according to their calculations was the designated time of Moshe’s return, they 

immediately got busy in making a replacement for Moshe. What happened to the virtue 

of patience and savlanus? Why not wait a few more hours just to be sure, for perhaps 

there was a legitimate unforeseen delay on Moshe’s descent from the mountain? Wait 

another day for it was possible that your calculations are off and Moshe never intended  

to count the day that he ascended the mountain as part of the forty days that he will be 

on Har Sinai. However, Klal Yisrael did not possess any patience, and with a knee jerk 

reaction they instantly began to build their magical facilitator between themselves and 

Hashem.  

In Hashem’s great wisdom and compassion, the complete rectification of a sin is only 

when one arrives at the same experience and test and he doesn’t blow it once again. For 

months they waited with the miraculously “ready to go” Mishkan, but this time they did 
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not revolt and rebel. They did not complain and ask why did Hashem make such a 

supernatural rush only to be followed by such a long delay. They understood that it is 

Hashem’s plan for them to learn to have patience even for the very thing that they 

already did teshuvah for, of not worrying about the future bond with Hashem. The 

lesson of the delay was to keep a strong emunah in Hashem no matter what for at the 

end everything will work out according to Hashem’s plans and not yours. 

To understand the above in a deeper fashion let us explain the Chazal who tell us that 

Hashem waited 120 days in order that the erection of the Mishkan will fall out on the 

month that Yitzchak Avinu was born. The Zohar says that Yitzchak was born with a 

female neshamah which made it impossible for him to father a child. Thirty seven years 

later this reality changed. At the Akaidah, Yitzchak’s original neshamah departed from 

his body due to the fear of being shechted. With an act of Techiyas Hamaisim, Hashem 

returned a new male neshamah inside Yitzchak’s body, now enabling him to father a 

child and fulfill the future destiny of Am Yisrael. Avraham, who was unaware of 

Yitzchaks inability to bear children from birth, could have easily second guessed Hashem 

and refused to proceed to the Akaidah with the reasoning that sacrificing Yitzchak 

would cause the Heavenly plan and purpose of creation of making for Hashem a 

dwelling place on this earth, to be dashed. After all, Hashem promised Avraham that 

Yitzchak will be the future of Am Yisrael, the designated nation that will fulfill this 

purpose (Bereishis 21,12) and now He is telling Avraham to kill Yitzchak and wipe out 

this future destiny. Had Avraham reasoned so, then his lack of full emunah would have 

actually been the culprit in destroying the destiny of Am Yisrael. Sparing Yitzchak from 

the Akaidah would have been the death sentence to the future nation of Hashem. 

Instead, Avraham did not choose to worry about the future but rather to be fully 

devoted to the present command of Hashem to sacrifice Yitzchak. Because of his non 

flinching emunah, Avraham for the first time since Yitzchak’s birth, enabled this destiny 

to have a future and come to fruition. Through Avraham’s steadfast emunah and 

patience for Hashem’s intervention, a Mikdash was built to Hashem by Shlomo 

Hamelech and the purpose of the creation was fulfilled on this very place of the 

Akaidah. Although Yitzchak had a physical birth (Nissan) which biologically threatened 

the existence of Am Yisrael, it was the spiritual birth at the Akaidah that perpetuated 

that destiny into a reality until today. In the same manner, seven generations later, the 

Mishkan was built through Am Yisrael’s middah of emunah of not worrying about saving 

physical resources for the future dwelling of Hashem amongst them in Eretz Yisrael, but 

rather by giving it their all, from everything they possessed at the moment.  

Gut Shabbos Rav Brazil 
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