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Rosh Hashana 5777-Blocking Hashem’s Driveway 
 

 For years I have been living across the 

street from a business whose van drivers, bless 

their cotton socks, constantly block my 

driveway. Each time I confront the drivers I am 

met with sincere apologies. But then a most 

interesting thing happens: sometime later these 

very same drivers are at it again. It is as if I 

never ever had a conversation with them! And 

this has been going on for years! At first I could 

not understand why this was happening to me? 

Was this Hashem’s way of testing my patience? 

I am not sure if even the father of all patience, Rav Peraida [who taught a pupil a piece of 

Torah 400 times (Airuvin 54b)], would have passed such a test.  
 And then it hit me (based on something I once heard regarding our interactions with 

Hashem). What was happening to me was a mirror image of what I at times do to Hashem. 

Every year during the Yamim Nora’im I meet with Him and give an embarrassing 

accounting of myself. I sincerely apologize and make assurances it will not happen again. 

But then a most interesting thing happens: sometime later I am at it again. It is as if I never 

ever had a conversation with my Creator! This has been going on for years! And yet, 

Hashem patiently listens to my apologies year after year, and gives me another chance to 

get my act together. 
 So now, at times when I find myself blocked in or out of my beloved driveway and 

I'm about to take major umbrage I try instead to say to myself, “Hey kiddo, when you stop 

blocking Hashem’s driveway then you can expect others to follow suit. Until then simmer 

down, and instead thank Hashem for the reminder. 
 May the upcoming year (5)777 be one of spiritual growth and maturity. May we rise 

to the occasion and give Hashem blissful yiddishe nachas. For what it’s worth 777 is used 

on most slot machines to identify a jackpot. May this year ring up the greatest jackpot of 

all, the arrival of Mashiach and the rebuilding of an eternal Yerushalayim. 
 
Kesiva Vechasima Tova to you and yours, 
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