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 בס"ד

The Tremendous Obligation To Express Our Gratitude To Any Man, And All 

The More So To Hashem Yisborach, For Any Benefit And Kindness One 

Receives!  
 

›› The Great Importance Placed On The Mitzvah Of 
Bikkurim     

Last week’s Parshah ended with the commandment to 
remember what Amaleik did to us on the road out of Egypt. 
This week’s Parshah begins with the commandment to bring 
bikkurim, the first fruits of the harvest, to the Bais 
Hamikdosh.  

The Ba’al Haturim (26:1) asks what the connection is 
between the two commandments.  

The offering of bikkurim is unique from all other 
offerings we are commanded to give. It must be brought 
with pomp and ceremony to the Bais Hamikdosh, rather 
than given to a Kohein. Furthermore, it has its own special 
declaration that must be recited when it is offered.  

Additionally, the Mishnah (Bikkurim 3:1) states that the 
residents of Yerushalaim would go out to greet the people 
coming to offer their bikkurim. Even the craftsmen, who are 
not obligated to stop working even to rise for a Torah 
scholar, would put their work aside to honor those 
performing this time-bound mitzvah. What was so unique 
about this mitzvah that mandated it to have such fanfare? 

 This is even more confounding when one considers the 
fact that the Ramban (26:2) writes that bikkurim was 
essentially a minor offering. There was no set amount that 
one was obliged to bring. Rather, even one grain was 
enough to fulfill the obligation of bikkurim for an entire field. 

The Medrash (Bereishis Rabbah 1:4) states that this 
world was created in the merit of three mitzvos: Challah, 
Ma’aser and Bikkurim. We may again wonder why the 
commandment of bikkurim is so highly valued.   

The Medrash (Tanchuma) says: Moshe 
Rabenu saw with ruach hakodesh, the Divine 
spirit, that the Bais Hamikdosh will ultimately 
be destroyed and we will be unable to offer 
bikkurim. He arose and decreed that Jews 
should daven three times a day – because 

prayer to Hashem Yisborach is more beloved that all good 
deeds and all sacrifices. We may wonder why prayer 
specifically was chosen by Moshe Rabenu to be the 
replacement for bikkurim.           

›› Ingratitude Can Lead To Denial Of Hashem’s 
Existence!   

Chazal speak very severely about one who is ungrateful 
to others, going so far as to say that one who lacks gratitude 
will eventually come to deny Hashem’s existence. The 
Medrash (Shemos Rabbah 1:8) learns this lesson from 
Pharoah, who first “did not recognize Yosef”, and was 
ungrateful to the goodness he brought Egypt, and 
ultimately said that he “did not know Hashem.”  

The Medrash further states (Medrash Mishnas Rebbe 
Eliezer, known as Medrash Le”v Middos): Why is the verse 
so severe regarding one who is ungrateful? Because it is 
related to denying Hashem’s existence. This man ignores the 
kindness of his friend. Tomorrow, he will ignore the kindness 
of his Creator. This teaches us that ingratitude is related to 
complete heresy.  

The Ye’oros Devash (Chelek Aleph, Drush 15) explains 
that when fails to recognize that a fellow man did him a 
favor, this trait of ingratitude will grow within him and lead 
him to fail to recognize Hashem’s kindness – and eventually 
to fail to recognize His presence completely.  

He adds that if one would not be ungrateful he would 
never consider sinning. One who has the trait of gratitude 
recognizes that Hashem is the One who provided him with 
his clothing. Therefore, he would never consider wearing it 
without putting tzitzis on it. The same is true for all mitzvos. 

If one is grateful to Hashem for all that He gave 
him, he would not act ungratefully by flaunting 
His commandments. 

The Ye’oros Devash continues on to say that 
the trait of ingratitude stems from the negative 
trait of haughtiness. When one is haughty, he 
cannot admit that he derives benefit from those 
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whom he deems of lower status than himself. He believes 
himself to be all-capable, and in need of no one’s 
assistance. Therefore, he will never admit to receiving 
anything from anyone else. When someone does help 
him, he will somehow convince himself that he did not 
need the help and is not indebted to the other person at 
all because “he really did it for himself.” 

 The truth is that even if it would be true that the other 
person had ulterior motives or had no intentions to help 
his friend, one is still obligated to be grateful to him. We 
see this from the Gemara (Yevamos 63A) that states: 
“Rebbe Chiya’s wife caused him much pain, yet he still 
honored her…He said, ‘It is enough that she 
raises our children and keeps me from sin.’”  

Rebbe Chiya’s wife did not have his 
good in mind when she raised their children. 
They were her children as well, and she 
raised them for herself. Yet he still was 
grateful to her for this. This is because the 
obligation to show gratitude is not based on 
what the other person does or his 
intentions. Rather, it is based on what one 
receives. If one receives anything beneficial 
from someone else, he must be grateful, 
regardless of the other person’s motives.  

Rav Chaim Friedlander zt”l explains why 
ingratitude is so terrible by noting that it is 
referred to by two terms: “Kafui tov”, 
covering up kindness, and “kofer b’tovah”, 
denying that one did him kindness.  

How does one become an ingrate? He 
doesn’t acknowledge the good that 
someone else did for him and trivializes it. 
He “covers up” the favor done to him, like a 
person uses a pot to hide something he 
wishes not to see. When one does this, he is 
denying that the kindness was ever done 
for him. So too, he shall ultimately cover up 
the good that Hashem Yisborach does for 
him and be ungrateful to Him. 

The verse in Parshas Ekav (Devarim 8:18) 
states: “And you shall remember Hashem 
your G-d for he is the One who gave you 
strength to make wealth.”  

The holy Ohr Hachaim states that this verse teaches 
us that one must constantly bear in mind that everything 
he has is from Hashem, because one’s evil inclination 
constantly attempts to cause him to forget this.  

It may very well be that for this reason, the 
accompanying verse begins, “And if it will be that forget 
you shall forget” – meaning that if one forgets that 
Hashem is his beneficiary he will ultimately forget 
Hashem completely and serve idols. Bearing this in mind 
is thus a great key to avodas Hashem, and if one forgets 
this he will be pushed down lower and lower. 

The reason it is so difficult to excel in this trait is 
because it is very hard for one to know when he is not up 
to par in this area. When one is lacking in other character 
traits – for example if he gets angry easily – he can clearly 
see that his anger gets the better of him in certain 
situations. In this area, however, one who is an ingrate 
denies that he owes anyone anything – and he has no idea 
that he is doing anything wrong! Therefore, it is very hard 
to rectify this character flaw.  

›› The Growth Of All Plants Was Dependent On 
Gratitude    

On the verse in Parshas Bereishis: “And all the plants 
of the field before they were on the earth 
and all the grass of the field before they 
grew, for Hashem your G-d did not water 
the earth, and there was no man to work 
the land.”  

Rashi says: Why didn’t anything grow? 
Because it didn’t rain. Why didn’t it rain? 
Because there was no man to work the land 
and there was no one to recognize the favor 
of the rain. When Odom Harishon came and 
knew that rain must fall upon the land, he 
prayed for it. And it rained. And the plants 
grew. 

The Maharal explains that one is 
forbidden to do a favor for someone who 
will show no gratitude. Even though Odom 
Harishon knew that rain must fall it only fell 
after he prayed. Had he not prayed for it he 
would have been an ingrate. And that is 
worse than one who doesn’t know about 
the favor at all. 

It is very appropriate to cite the words of 
the Ramban (Shemos 13:16) where he states 
that the sole reason that Hashem created 
the world is in order that man should give 
thanks to Him for creating him. There is no 
other reason than Hashem’s desire for 
people to recognize that He created them.  

We see that hakaras hatov, gratitude,  is 
so important that it is the purpose of the 
entire creation and the root of all mitzvos! 

›› Ingratitude Is The Symbol Of 
Amaleik!      

The Mechilta (Beshalach, Parshata D’Amaleik 1, and 
Tanchuma, Beshalach 21) states that the negative 
character trait of ingratitude is what defined Amaleik. The 
commentators explain that Hashem Yisborach had told 
Avrohom Avinu that his offspring would become 
strangers in a foreign land and they would be forced into 
servitude.  

This prophecy was stated as the destiny for all of 
Yitzchak’s descendants – both the children of Yaakov and 
the children of Esav. But Yaakov went down to Egypt and 
accepted the full measure of subjugation upon himself, 
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freeing Esav from this obligation. The nation of Amaleik, 
which descended for Esav, should have been grateful to 
Yaakov for this. But they acted in the opposite manner 
and brutally attacked the descendants of Yaakov as soon 
as they left Egypt. This was the epitome of ingratitude.  

We also see that the Torah speaks very severely about 
the nations of Amon and Moav because they failed to 
show gratitude. The Torah relates the reason Amon and 
Moav are specifically excluded from every joining Klal 
Yisroel, “Because they did not greet you with bread and 
water on the way, when you left Egypt…”  

The Ramban explains that Amon and Moav were 
descendants of Lot who was the recipient of the kindness 
of Avrohom who risked his life to save him from captivity, 
and it was in Avrohom's merit that Lot and his daughters 
were saved from Sodom. They, therefore, should have 
had gratitude and acted kindly to Klal Yisroel. But, 
instead, they acted wickedly towards them and would 
not even give them food and water. Therefore, they can 
never be allowed to join Klal Yisroel. 

The Meshech Chochmah (at the end of the Parshah) 
explains that this is also the reason why Moshe sent 
Yehoshua to wage war with Amaleik, rather than going 
by himself to lead the war. Chazal say that the offspring 
of Esav can only fall to the offspring of Rochel. This is 
because Amaleik was set upon the nation as punishment 
for their ingratitude to Hashem for the kindness He 
provided the nation.  

The Ramban (Devarim 32:6) states that one who 
repays someone who does kindness to him with 
ingratitude is called an evildoer. The opposite of this 
negative trait is Yosef, who made peace even with those 
who acted badly towards him. Therefore, his offspring 
were most appropriate to battle Amaleik and rectify the 
sin of ingratitude. Since Yehoshua descended from Yosef, 
he was chosen to lead this war.   

›› Gratitude Is The Root Of The Mitzvah Of 
Bikkurim!      

The root and purpose for the mitzvah of bikkurim is 
hakaras hatov. We see this from the verse (26:3): “And 
you shall come to the kohein who will be in those days, 
and say to him, ‘I declare this day to Hashem, your G-d, 
that I have come to the land which the Lord swore to our 
forefathers to give us…”  

Rashi says that we say these verses so as not to be an 
ingrate. 

The Chinuch says (Mitzvah 91) that the purpose of the 
mitzvah of bikkurim is to include Hashem into our times 
of happiness. We must remember that all the blessings on 
this world come from Hashem. Therefore, Hashem 
commanded us to bring the first sprouted fruits from the 
trees to the kohein. Through this act, we will remember 
Him and accept His kingship. We will come to love Him 
through this because we will recognize that all the fruits 
and everything good in this world is given to us from Him.  

Through this, we will become deserving of His 
blessings, and our crops will be blessed. 

This concept can be explained as follows: A man sows 
and plows his field all season long. He anticipates the crop 
and hopes it is successful and grows well. Chazal say that 
people who plant have faith in Hashem because they 
trust in Him that He will make the plants of their fields 
grow from the ground.  

When the fruits grow, it is possible that he might 
forget that Hashem caused them to grow and think that 
it was his strength and the power of his handiwork 
performed this act and caused this success. In order that 
no one fall prey to this type of thinking, Hashem 
commanded that the first fruit should be given away to 
the kohein. Through this act the farmer displays and 
openly states that everything was given to him from 
Hashem. He admits that he only became wealthy through 
the blessing of Hashem, not his own strength. 

Furthermore, it isn’t enough to feel gratitude in 
one’s heart. One must verbalize it with his mouth – as 
Rashi says, “And he answers – in a loud voice.” Chazal 
decreed that we should make a great to-do out of the 
whole process of bringing bikkurim in order to ingrain in 
our souls this lesson of hakaras hatov so that it becomes 
an integral part of our lives.  

With this in mind, we can now answer the question of 
why the Parshah of Amaleik, from which we learn the 
depravity of ingratitude, is stated right next to the 
Parshah of bikkurim, which teaches us the importance of 
expressing proper gratitude.  

We can also now understand the answer to the 
question on the Mishnah. Although craftsmen were 
usually not permitted to stop working even for a 
moment, an exception was made for them to participate 
in the mitzvah of bikkurim and be a part of the all-
important mitzvah of expressing gratitude, in order to 
internalize this crucial character trait into their hearts. 

Finally, we can also explain why Moshe Rabenu said 
that prayer will be chosen as the replacement for 
bikkurim once they are stopped. As is stated in many 
sources, the purpose of tefillah is to call out to Hashem 
and recognize that all good comes from Him. By praying 
to Him, we assert that He is the source of everything, and 
we must turn to Him for all of our needs. Therefore, it is 
very understandable that in a time when we have no 
bikkurim to bring out our hakaras hatov we do so through 
prayer. 

In these days before Rosh Hashana, when Yidden are 
searching for ways to merit a good year, we must 
remember this important lesson.  

Rav Avigdor Miller zt”l what’s to say that when we 
recite the blessing of Shehechiyanu at the beginning of 
Rosh Hashana, we must recall all the kindness Hashem 
did for us over the course of the year, express gratitude 
to Him for all of this and for sustaining us until this time, 
and pray for another year of Heavenly kindness 

Through this, we shall be worthy of blessing and shall 
surely merit a good year.     


