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FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALK 
Continuing the Legacy of Rabbi Dovid Winiarz of blessed memory 

Yisro 5777 

 

When Yisro heard about the splitting of the sea and the war with Amalek, he came to Moshe. 

The Torah says he had heard "all that Elokim did to Moshe and Israel." The name Elokim 

connotes judgment, and Yisro believed the media reports that although HaShem saved the 

Jews, He was angry with them and led them into raging waters and sent a vicious enemy 

upon them. 

Moshe took his father-in-law inside and explained the truth. He told Yisro all that HaShem had 

done to Pharaoh and Egypt. He used the name connoting mercy, explaining that the plagues 

and everything the Egyptians suffered was on account of what they had done to the Jewish 

People. 

HaShem punishes measure for measure out of kindness to let us know what we've done wrong, 

much as a warning light on a car's dashboard alerts you to a problem internally. This is what 

HaShem did to the Egyptians. It was not harsh judgment, but mercy. Similarly, the crossing of 

the sea and the war with Amalek had an important purpose in transforming us. It was not 

vengeance, but mercy. 

Yisro was shocked. He'd never looked at life that 

way before. He therefore said, "Now I know that 

HaShem (mercy) is greater than any Elokim (aspect 

of judgment) for it was in the very things they sinned 

[that He punished the Egyptians.]” 

First and foremost when we accept the Torah, we 

must know that G-d is merciful above all else. His 

Torah is not intended to subjugate us or prevent us 

from being happy, though that's how some cynics 

will portray it. On the contrary, as Yisro learned, 

HaShem gives us the Torah out of love, mercy, and 

a desire for us to be happy and whole. 

 

In this week's parsha (Torah portion), Yisro suggests to Moshe that he appoint judges and teachers 

to discharge some of the responsibility from Moshe, and he describes traits necessary for such 

people (18:21). 

Rabbeinu Bachya observes that these descriptives are all traits of character, and do not indicate any 

mental prowess or great intellect. 

Interestingly, whenever the Torah describes the greatness of a person, he is described by his positive 

character traits and not by his wisdom. 

For example, Avraham is described as "perfect or faultless" (Bereishis 17:1), Moshe as "extremely 

humble" (Bamidbar 12:3). This is to show us that one's wisdom is not the most important thing; 

proper Middos (character traits) are! 

 



Did you hear about the first Kosher Japanese restaurant? It 
was called, “Sosumi.” (So sue me.) 

Where do people get the idea that Jews are litigious? Well, besides 
for the fact that learning Gemara is a fantastic exercise for the 
brain which helps you think creatively, leading to Jewish lawyers 
being very good, there might be a reason from this week’s parsha. 

When Moshe set up the court system that Yisro proposed, he 
made judges for every 1,000 people, for every 100 people, for 
every 50 people, and for every 10 people. That comes to 78,600 
judges for 600,000 people, or roughly one judge for every seven 
and a half people! Jews must ALWAYS be suing each other if they 
need that many judges, right? Wrong. 

Yisro told Moshe “All the little things they can judge, and the big cases will come to you.” Moshe 
agreed and the Torah tells us, “All the small cases they handled, and the difficult ones came to 
Moshe.” You see, Yisro looked at the importance of the cases based on dollar value. But that’s not 
the value we Jewish People use. 

To Moshe, what was important was not how much money 
was involved, but the intricacy of identifying what 
HaShem, through His Torah, would consider just and 
proper. If it was a simple halacha, then it didn’t matter if 
it was millions of dollars – someone else could handle it. 
However, if it was complicated, then it warranted Moshe’s 
personal attention. 

The Jewish People shared this sensitivity to doing G-d’s 
will. They always wanted to be sure they were doing the 
right thing. If someone thought he damaged his friend, he 
would try to pay him. His friend would say, “It’s nothing, 
forget it.” But the first would insist so they would go to a 
judge to ask for the proper ruling. 

THAT’S why they needed so many judges, because figuring out what G-d wants is not as simple as 
projecting our own feelings upon Him. We, too, need to find someone to whom we can turn for 
guidance in keeping the Torah the way it was intended. 

 

 
FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALKING POINTS 

After we received the Ten Commandments, basically 10 chapter headings categorizing the full gamut 
of the 613 mitzvos, the Torah switches to a new topic. 

We are told that we should build a Mizbei’ach, an altar, out of earth. If we build one of stone that’s 
OK, as long as it’s not cut stone which would require metal implements, reminiscent of weapons. 
Since the altar represents peace, that is inappropriate. 

Finally, we are directed not to make steps to the altar, but rather a ramp, so one needn’t take wide 
steps which would be disrespectful. 

DISCUSS AT YOUR TABLE: Though of course the Torah is discussing a physical altar, upon which to offer 
sacrifices, it can also mean to establish ways of elevating the physical. If we are like altars, in what ways do we do that? 
How are we to bring “peace” as the altar did? What can we learn about behaving as an altar from the directives here? 

The words, “don’t make steps to the altar,” actually translate as, “do not go up steps upon My altar.” What can that mean 
to us in our practice of coming closer to HaShem and the means to do so? 

Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 

 

 


