
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                       Orchos Chaim L’HaRosh  

                                                                                            The Rosh’s Guide to Life 
15. One should not talk during Hallel  

or while the Torah is being read 
Rav Moshe Shternbuch notes that the directive to not talk 

during Hallel  applies  not  only to  one  who is  Davening  and  

saying Hallel with the Shul, but even to one who has already Davened and is in a Shul when Hallel is being said, 

he should not talk at that time. 

Rabbi Eli Mansour once said that talking in Shul is not only against the Halachah, but it is also detrimental to 

one’s health. He relates a story that Rabbi Shlomo Bussu, a grandson of the Baba Sali, was once the Baal Korei in 

Shul, and while he was reading the Torah, he heard some murmuring of people talking during the Laining. Before 

the next Aliyah, he turned around to face the congregation and said, “I have to tell you something right now, and 

we cannot continue reading from the Torah until you know this. We have a tradition that when we read from the 

Torah, it is a duplication of Matan Torah, when we received the Torah on Har Sinai. The Bimah that the Torah is 

on represents the actual mountain of Har Sinai. The Torah is like the Luchos and the one reading it is, so to speak, 

like Hashem saying the Aseres HaDibros, and he went on to list other similarities between Laining and Har Sinai. 

The Torah says and we learn in the Medrash that by Har Sinai, all the sick and injured people were cured. Those 

who were deaf or blind got their hearing and vision back! All diseases were healed!” Rabbi Bussu continued, “We 

further have a tradition that every time we read from the Torah, and there is decorum in the Shul, it is a Segulah to 

cure all the people that are present in the congregation! Therefore, I ask you, who is going to be so selfish that you 

are going to talk during Laining? Maybe someone came to Shul specifically today to hear the Laining, just so he 

can merit a Refuah!” He continued and said, “I have stories where this has been tried and tested by congregations, 

where they all accepted on themselves to not speak during Laining from beginning to end, in order to help certain 

sick individuals merit to recover from their illnesses, and I can attest that miracles have occurred from this, where 

doctors have given up hope and the patients have still recovered! We don’t know what is doing by other people, 

and we can’t be so selfish to take this opportunity of being cured away from them.” Rabbi Mansour said, “Not 

talking during Laining is a tremendous Segulah for Refuah, and keeping the proper decorum is not only a Refuas 

HaNefesh, a healing of the soul, but a Refuas HaGuf, a healing of the body as well!” 
 

 לכפר על בני ישראל מכל חטאתם אחת בשנה 
)טז:לד( ויעש כאשר צוה ה' את משה  

To bring atonement upon the Children of Israel for all their sins once a 
year, and [Aharon] did as Hashem commanded Moshe. (16:34) 
The Chasam Sofer says that from here the Torah hints to the words of the 

Gemara (Yoma 86b): ‘Great is Teshuvah [repentance], for through it willful 
transgressions are accounted for as merits’. How is this possible? HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu brings atonement ‘upon the Children of Israel once a year’. What does 
He do with their sins? ‘He did as Hashem commanded Moshe’, the sins are 
accounted as merits and it is as if these actions that the person has done is what 
Hashem commanded Moshe. (Umatok HaOhr) 
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 B’Kitzur       
Before Minchah, one 

should only say ‘Ashrei’ once 

a Minyan has gathered 

together. This way the Chazan 

can say Kaddish over what was 

said with a Minyan. If ‘Ashrei’ 

was said without a Minyan 

present, and afterwards the 

Minyan was completed, they 

should say some Tehillim, and 

then the Chazan should say 

Kaddish. Some Shuls have the 

custom where the Chazan 

wears a Tallis by Minchah, and 

this should done before 

‘Ashrei’ so that there will be 

no interruption between Ashrei 

and Kaddish. 

 (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 69:5)

  

 

Hashem informs Aharon that the Kohein Gadol may enter the Kodesh 

HaKadashim, the Holy of Holies, on Yom Kippur, and at no other time (16:2). One 

would think that the reason for this is because Yom Kippur is such a holy day, 

therefore he may go into such a holy area. The Kli Yakar explains, however, that to 

understand this law, we must first recognize who the Kohein Gadol is— he is a 

representative of the people. On his own merit it would never be fitting to go into 

such a holy place. Yet, as a public representative, as long as his following isn’t 

perfect, he can’t be either. Therefore, on Yom Kippur, when all Jews are at their 

apex, standing angelically free of sin, then without question, their representative can 

go to the holiest of places. 

 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L’Maaseh      
HaGaon Rav Chaim Kreiswirth, zt”l, related that 

when he was in the holocaust, he was with a man who 

became very close to him, and one day that man 

turned to him and said, “I sense that my time is 

slipping away and I want to pass along to you a secret, 

and that is, I have a secret Swiss bank account with a 

large sum of money in it. I ask of you, that if you are 

worthy to survive this inferno and remain alive, please 

give this bank account number to my family”. That 

Jew was sacrificed Al Kiddush Hashem, and           

Rav Chaim merited to be saved. Over the course of 

many years Rav Chaim went around searching for the 

man’s family, however, he was not able to find them. 

Thirty years went by, and one day a man who lives in 

Yerushalayim knocked on his door, and asked for 

financial help. He explained that he was marrying off 

his children and his situation was very dire. When the 

man told Rav Chaim his family name, thousands of 

bells began ringing in Rav Chaim’s ears. This was the 

very same name as the man from the concentration 

camp! Rav Chaim began to investigate the lineage of 

this man, and to his great surprise, it became clear that 

he was the son of that very man. Rav Chaim 

immediately told him about his father, and that there 

was a large inheritance waiting for him all these many 

years. He gave over the Swiss bank account number, 

and when the man went to the Swiss bank, it turned 

out that the balance in the account was several million 

dollars! When Rav Chaim told this story over, he said, 

“That man was a millionaire for years, but he never 

knew it. Hashem guarded the salvation for him until 

just the right moment when he needed it the most!” 
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 בס"ד
 The Siddur Speaks 

A fascinating story appeared on Tiv HaKehilah, related by a father, who 

says that the Shidduch for his daughter was about to be complete, when it fell 

apart just before it could be finalized. This is not unusual, except that it kept 

repeating itself several times, until he realized that something out of the 

ordinary was happening. This man said, “I felt as if Shamayaim was hinting to 

me that I needed to correct something. I remember learning from my Rebbe, 

Rav Gamliel Rabinovich, that even though the ways of Hashem are hidden, 

the reality is that there is no real concealment, and everyone can scrutinize his 

actions and see the reason for why things happen. I began to examine my 

actions and I requested of Hashem to please open my eyes so that I could see 

what I needed to work on, and what it was that I was doing that may be 

causing this, a Shidduch beginning, but not being completed. I searched and 

inspected my deeds, but I could not find the answer, until a young man in the 

Kollel approached me and commented, ‘You should know that many people 

stumble with their drinks over the course of the day. They say the Brachah of 

Shehakol with great concentration before drinking, yet they forget to recite the 

Brachah of Borei Nefashos afterwards. These people start the Mitzvah, but 

they do not finish it with a Brachah Acharona!’ I immediately realized that I 

inadvertently did this as well, and it suddenly made sense to me that this was 

the cause of all the Shidduchim falling apart. Just like the drink I take start 

with a Brachah but do not end with one, the Shidduchim start but do not 

finish. I immediately accepted upon myself to be careful regarding the 

Brachah of Borei Nefashos, and as I started to pay attention to this, I was very 

surprised to see how many times I actually neglected to recite this Brachah, 

because I was distracted! Just a few weeks had passed from when I accepted 

this on myself, when Baruch Hashem we were able to arrange a wonderful 

Shidduch for my daughter, without any complication!” 
 

  Pearls of Wisdom…  
                        A Word for the Ages 

One of the Aseres HaDibros is the commandment to 

not be jealous of others. The Ibn Ezra (Shemos 

20:14) comments that many have asked how this is 

possible? How can one avoid the natural feelings of 

wanting what someone else may have?  

The Ibn Ezra answers that in general, people only 

feel jealousy for things that they feel they have a 

chance of attaining. A simple villager who sees a 

princess will not be jealous toward her, because he 

realizes that marrying her is beyond any realm of 

possibility for him. Similarly, every person of 

intelligence must recognize that whatever he has is 

provided to him by Hashem, and if Hashem gave 

something to someone else, it is even more 

impossible for him to get it than it is for the villager 

to marry the princess. When one internalizes this 

lesson, it becomes easy for him to follow Hashem’s 

commandment to not be jealous! 

 

 Working on our Middos 
Rav Gamliel Rabinovich has spoken about the importance of not wasting 

time, and using any spare time for learning Torah, saying Tehilim, or doing 

Chesed. He related that he knows many special people who have acted this 

way, doing whatever they could so they did not waste their time. Rav Gamliel 

said, “In Yerushalayim, there was a man, a great Talmid Chacham,            

Rav Aharon Slotkin, zt”l, who was fluent in the writings of the Arizal and 

knew them by heart. This man had a very rare quality, and tried to account for 

every minute. Although he was very learned, when he became older, it was 

very difficult for him to delve into the Torah, and he left the Yeshivah and he 

joined a group that recited Tehilim. This group was formed by Rav Mendel 

Gefner, zt”l, and it was designed for those who were elderly and weak, and 

who did not have the strength to study anything else. Rav Aharon, even 

though he was a distinguished Talmid Chacham, was not too proud to join 

this group, and he explained, ‘This is what I am able to do now. True, 

learning Torah is difficult for me, but this does not allow me to waste any of 

my time!’” 
 

אלעזר בן שרה לרפואה שלימה:  

 מאיר אשר בן צביה

גיטל פייגא ר' אהרן יהודה לייב בן  

 רפאל חיים שאר ישוב בן באבא חיה רבקה

 אהרן בן שרה רבקה

 בתוך שאר חולי ישראל


