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…Continued from previous week 

1) Before we discuss Hallel on Rosh Chodesh, we will give a little background 

regarding Hallel in general. 

The Nevi'im (the prophets) already instituted the recitation of Hallel for Klal Yisroel as 

a whole upon their being delivered from any perilous situations they found themselves 

in. (See Talmud Pesachim 117a. The Meiri even rules that an individual who was delivered from 

personal danger may recite Hallel each year on the anniversary of his personal deliverance, 

albeit without a Bracha) 

The Talmud (Pesachim 95b) states matter of factly, "Is it possible that Klal Yisroel 

would sacrifice the Korban Pesach or take their Lulavim and not recite Hallel?" (See 

Rashi and Meiri there; the Seforim explain that these Mitzvos come only once a year and are 

both great sources of Simcha and thus it is unthinkable to not express that Simcha via the 

recitation of praise, Halel, to Hashem. The Talmud a few lines earlier also brings a Posuk, 

"Hashir Yihyeh Lachem K'Leil Hiskadesh Chag, to support this Halacha, but clearly came to this 

conclusion irrespective of the Posuk) 

The Talmud (Megilah 14a) also posits that if Klal Yisroel recited Hallel (i.e. Shira at the 

Yam Suf, as Rashi explains) when they were delivered from slavery to freedom; it goes 

without saying that when they are delivered from life threatening situations that Hallel 

should be recited. 

2) In some places the Talmud refers to the obligation to recite Hallel in general as a 

rabbinical obligation. (See Talmud Brachos 14a) 

In other places the Talmud refers to the recitation of Hallel on Rosh Chodesh as a 

rabbinic obligation, and seemingly considers its recitation at other times as a biblical 

obligation. (See Talmud Ta'anis 28b)ch 

3) Indeed, some Rishonim do rule that Hallel on certain days (which we will 

enumerate later) is indeed a biblical obligation, either as a "Halacha L'Moshe Misinai" 

or as derived from Pesukim as an extension of the Mitzvah of Simcha on those special 

days. (See Sefer Hamitzvos of the Rambam Shoresh 1 quoting the Ba'al Halachos Gedolos. See 
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also the Ramban in his comments on the Rambam there. See also Sha'agas Aryeh Siman 69 

regarding if the text of the Hallel is also biblical or just the obligation to recite a praise and 

thanksgiving to Hashem) 

Other Rishonim rule that the obligation is M'Divrei Kabalah (biblically derived but not 

quite biblical (See Ra'avad's comments to Rambam Hilchos Chanukah Perek 3:6) while 

others consider all Hallel recitations as Divrei Sofrim, i.e. rabbinically enacted. (See 

Rambam ibid. and Magid Mishne's comments on the Rambam where he wants to reconcile and 

differentiate between Hallel said upon being delivered from a perilous situation and the Hallel 

recited on holidays. See also Biur Halacha to Siman 422 Dibur Hamaschil L'Makom Sheta'ah) 

4) All agree that the recitation of Hallel on Rosh Chodesh is a rabbinical obligation, and 

therefore "half" Hallel is recited, i.e. two paragraphs, "Lo Lanu" and "Ahavti" are 

omitted to make it clear that it is only a rabbinic custom and not a real 

obligation. (Talmud Ta'anis 28b and Shulchan Aruch Siman 422:2. We will discuss this more in 

detail in the near future.) 

The other days on which Hallel is recited, are the days that the Torah refers to as 

"Mo'ed", distinct "time" or "special day" as well as days on which Melacha is 

forbidden. 

5) The exceptions are Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, which despite being referred to 

by the Torah with the term "Mo'ed" and despite being days on which Melacha is 

forbidden, still do not require the recitation of Hallel. 

The reason for this exception is that they are somber days of judgment when the 

heavenly books of life and death are open, and thus Chazal determined that reciting 

Hallel, an event requiring a joy-filled heart, is not appropriate. (Talmud Rosh Hashan 

32b) 

 …To be continued next week B’Ezras Hashem 
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