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OFF THE DERECH  
 

      

Revealing our inner light 

   

In this week’s sedra we are introduced to 

one of the most magnificent objects in the Bais 

HaMikdash - the Menorah. The actual golden 

Menorah has been hidden since the destruction of 

the Bais HaMikdash, nonetheless, its message is 

eternal and its light shines inside each one of us.  

 

Chazal1 tell us that when we read Parshas 

Behaaloscha, the “ohr haganuz,” a special hidden 

light associated with the Menorah, is revealed in 

the world. This idea is derived from a verse in our 

sedra. In reference to the construction of the 

Menorah, the posuk says, “Aaron did so.” Rashi 

explains that this statement is praising Aaron in 

that he did not deviate in any way from doing 

what he was told. Furthermore, the Maharik 

explains that although it would seem obvious that 

Aaron carried out Hashem’s command, the Torah 

states it to teach us that he carried it our 

personally. He did not assign the task to any of 
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the other Kohanim, even though doing it 

included the menial jobs of preparing the wicks 

and handling oil and soot.  

The Torah tells us that when Hashem was 

creating the world, after each creation, He’d say, 

“And so it is.” When Hashem was creating light, 

these words were omitted. According to Rashi 

this is because the very first light created was 

hidden and stored away for the World to Come. 

The light of the sun that facilitates life on Earth is 

only a derivative, a fraction of that original 

otherworldly light. That is why the words “so it is” 

were left out.  However, when Aaron lit the 

Menorah, he was able to bring that light back 

from the hidden chambers of the spiritual world 

to our physical world. The Torah writes, “Aaron 

did so,” to show us that in lighting the Menorah, 

he essentially fulfilled the human part of this task 

of illuminating the world with spiritual light, 

bringing forth “ohr haganuz.”  

The Bais Aaron says that one of the 

lessons we derive from the Menorah is the idea 

that each of us is able to reveal and ignite our very 

own personal Menorah within. The physical 

Menorah kindled by Aaron serves as a metaphor 

for the human being and his noble neshama.  Man 

is likened to a Menorah. The Menorah is a vessel 
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  משפטים 

The physical Menorah kindled by Aaron serves as a metaphor 

for the human being and his noble neshama.   
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that holds the oil and the wicks and serves to 

bring forth light. Man’s body is a vessel that holds 

his soul and is capable of revealing Hashem’s light. 

Man duty in this world is “kindling” the Menorah 

of his soul through the study of Torah and 

observance of mitzvos. When a person is able to 

accomplish this, he reveals the hidden light.  

The Chidushei HaRim writes that Torah 

offers advice, how to ignite our soul to reveal the 

ohr haganuz within us. We are told of a group of 

people who missed bringing the Korban Pesach 

in the desert. They complained about missing an 

opportunity to come closer to Hashem by 

offering the Korban Pesach with the rest of Klal 

Israel. But they didn’t miss the opportunity, they 

were exempt from this mitzvah because they were 

involved in another one. What is extraordinary 

and praiseworthy about this is the fact that 

although they were excused, they still wanted to 

join in doing a mitzvah. Their intense desire to 

serve Hashem prompted Him to create a new 

Yom Tov so they could offer the sacrifice at a 

different time. Thus Pesach Sheini was created. It 

emerged out of a burning desire to connect to 

Hashem. This is how an inner Menorah is lit and 

ohr haganuz is revealed. 

Similarly, when Aaron witnessed all the 

tribes offering their respective sacrifices during 

the inauguration of the Mishkan, he felt dejected 

because he was unable to participate. Hashem 

told him that his offering, the lighting of the 

Menorah would be greater than all the other 

sacrifices. Kindling the Menorah would be eternal 

while the sacrifices of the tribal leaders would last 

only as long as the Bais HaMikdash stood. 

Aaron’s desire to serve Hashem, his envy of the 

special closeness achieved by fulfilling a mitzvah, 

is attainable even today.  It is within our reach and 

it is the way to light our neshamas on fire.    

  This is truly encouraging for us when we 

feel enveloped in darkness, removed from 

Hashem’s light. Hashem’s light and warmth is 

inside us, it is within our reach. When we desire to 

and engage in Torah and mitzvos, we set our 

souls on fire and release the ohr haganuz, the 

spiritual radiance of our inner Menorahs.   
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