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Now You Know 
When Yaakov awoke from his dream, 

the Torah says he was in awe.  He 
was also frightened.  He said, “Truly, 
HaShem is in this place and I didn’t 
know it.”  Rashi says, “If I would have 

known, I would not have gone to 
sleep here.” 

The question is: if HaShem made the 
sun set instantaneously, so he would 

be forced to stay there, and if, while 
sleeping, he had a prophecy in which 
HaShem promised to take care of him, 
isn’t that sufficient proof that he was 

ordained to sleep there?  Why was he 
questioning the appropriateness of 
laying down to sleep there? 

The fact that he was still regretful of 
having gone to sleep there teaches 

us a great lesson about how we 
should view our opinions. 

Though it did seem logical that 
HaShem had orchestrated this all so 
that he go to sleep there, and he 

acted upon this understanding, it 
didn’t mean he was completely sure. 

Rather, Yaakov made his best 
determination of the situation, but 

also recognized that he could be 
wrong.  Most of us would say, “I’m 
sure this is a sign” and act upon it 
without a second thought. 

Not Yaakov Avinu.  Though he did 

what he thought he should do, when 
he realized the holiness of the place, 
he still feared that he might have 
gotten the wrong message and erred. 

Thought of the week: 
The purpose of prayer isn’t to 
get us out of trouble. The 
purpose of trouble is to get us 
into prayer. – R’ Yizchak Hutner z”l 
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“And he encountered the place and laid there for the sun had set…” (Gen. 28:10) 

Upon traveling towards the land of Aram where he was to find a wife, Yaakov passed 
Mount Moriah, future place of the Bais HaMikdash. Miraculously, the sun set early and 
rapidly, and, having no other choice, Yaakov settled in for the night.  He hadn’t planned to 
sleep there so he made do with what he found, taking twelve stones and placing them 
around his head for at least some minimal protection. 

It seemed like a calamitous occurrence, being stranded in an unknown place, with no 
provisions.  Despite this, it turned out to be a source of fantastic revelation and prophecy, in 
which HaShem blessed Yaakov and promised to be with him.  It reminds us that what we 
see as bad may very well be quite the opposite and troubles may actually be a source of 
enlightenment. 

The word, “vayifga,” meaning “he encountered,” also means “he prayed.”  When Yaakov 
found himself in this inhospitable location, alone, in the dark, with no options, he prayed to 
HaShem.  It was at this time that he instituted the tefila of Maariv, evening prayer. 

Upon awakening, he realized that he was in a holy place.  He said, “This is none but the 
house of G-d, and this is the gateway to Heaven.” He recognized that the prayers he said 
went straight up to HaShem from this locale.  But what is the difference between the two 
expressions? 

The Sforno says that the first ‘this’ referred to the place, future site of the Bais HaMikdash.  
The second ‘this’ referred to the ladder Yaakov saw in his dream, which would enable 
prayers to go up.  From here we see that there are two occasions when one can achieve 
closeness to HaShem.  The first is when he is in a place of holiness, such as the place of 
the Bais HaMikdash or when he is on a high level of spirituality.  That is where HaShem is 
to be found.  But there’s another time HaShem is close too. 

When a person is in trouble, experiencing hardship like Yaakov did when it became dark all 
of a sudden, HaShem is with him in that suffering.  At that time, he has a special avenue for 
his prayers to ascend, like the ladder which he saw in his dream. 

When he stopped at this location, Yaakov experienced both of these.  He “encountered” 
the place, though he didn’t immediately recognize it as being a holy site.  He also “prayed” 
because he was in a dangerous situation.  He experienced an extremely strong revelation 
of HaShem because at this time he not only had the holy place but also the companionship 
of HaShem in a time of challenge. 

What we ultimately see is that HaShem is our refuge and the place we turn when things go 
wrong.  When we do that, we may be surprised to find that it is not what we imagined it to 
be but rather it is a way of HaShem giving us tremendous salvation.  HaShem is called 
“HaMakom” to remind us that by clinging to Him we will find ourselves constantly in His 
presence, and our prayers will always have a direct avenue to acceptance. 

The Chofetz Chaim famously predicted the horrors of WW II.  He also said that the final war, the 
one that would come after that, would be even more difficult and destructive. 

His students asked him, “If you foresee so much death and destruction in what is not the final 
war, how could Milchemes Gog u’Magog (the final war) possibly be worse?!” 

He answered, “At the time of the final war, the world will be in a state of confusion, sorely 
lacking in Emunah, faith in HaShem.  At that point, the pain and suffering will be even greater 
than they will be prior to that, when people are yet able to cling to HaShem.”* 

*Not a direct quote; but as it was retold. 
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In honor of the aufruf and upcoming 

marriage of  

Ari Spilman of Monsey, NY to  

Aliza Weiss of Toronto, ON.   
May they build a home l’sheim u’l’tiferes! 
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Maybe that’s why 
you’re there. 

Print, e-mail, and share 
Migdal Ohr with others. 

  You’ll be glad you did.   
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