
visit us online at: www.naaleh.com  |  for questions, suggestions, or dedication opportunities, email contact@naaleh.com 1

Brought to you by Naaleh.comVolume 8 Number 41

Dedicated in memory of Rachel Leah bat R' Chaim Tzvi

  Help support Naaleh by searching the web!  For more information visit www.iGive/Naaleh.com & www.iSearchiGive/Naaleh.com

Based on a Naaleh.com shiur by Rebbetzin Tziporah Heller
Chanukah: Sefas Emes Part I #2

In Al hanissim we say, “L’hodot u’lhalel  
l’shimcha hagadol.” These are special days of 
praise and thankfulness. Expressing gratitude 
and appreciation for Hashem’s kindness 
changes our consciousness. It helps us see 
the light of His caring and constant mercy. We 
all carry with us difficult memories of times 
when Hashem’s presence seemed hidden. 
But these memories can be transformed. We 
can dispose of all our negative baggage and 
develop a world within us in which there is 
goodness and light by being grateful for the 
kindness hidden in the suffering. During the 
Syrian-Greek rule, our enemies oppressed us 
and forced us to make choices. People had to 
decide whether to align themselves with 
Hashem or with the Hellenists. We must also 
ask ourselves, “Who do we really want to be?”  

The verse in Tehilim says, “Hashem’s candle 
is the human soul, it searches man’s inner 
chambers.” Our souls never change, though 
our awareness may lessen. There is a part 

within us that stays eternally lit no matter how 
hidden it may be. During the time of the Beit 
Hamikdash a person could sense the 
Shechina.  People regularly felt the connection 
and inspiration that one only feels a few times 
in life. After the destruction, that light was 
dimmed. 

The word ner (candle) is composed of the 
initial letters of the words nefesh and ruach, 
soul and spirit. Nefesh is related to nofesh, 
vacation. There is an aspect of the soul that 
rests within the walls of the body that we can 
only get at with the senses. When we hear or 
see something that inspires us, our nefesh is 
momentarily awakened. Above that is ruach 
(wind), the part of the soul that cannot be put it 
into words, the part that moves us and brings 
us to tears. When we do a mitzvah with love 
and fear using  our 248 limbs, the body itself 
becomes a candle illuminating the hidden 
mishkan within us. At the time of the Chanukah 
miracle, we lost some of the ahavah and yirah, 

and with them the ability to be who we could 
be. But we still had the will to grow in 
Hashem's ways and in this merit we found the 
pure cruse of oil. This is the miracle of 
Chanukah. Although our inner ner may be 
buried under layers of dross and sin, if we 
have the passion and desire to grow Hashem 
will give us the ability to find it. 

The tool against hergel (habitual actions)  is 
sechel. We should ask ourselves, “Will this 
action help me achieve me goals?” Sechel 
gives us the light to get past the dark parts of 
our personalities and to find our higher, truer 
selves. Goodness and hidden purity can be 
found in any aspect of ourselves, even within 
the physical parts of our body. On Chanukah 
we can find the light within our darkest place. 
We can yearn for the Beit Hamikdash to be 
rebuilt, not only in Yerushalayim, but within 
ourselves.
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Based on a Naaleh.com shiur by Rabbi Hershel Reichman

Strains of Maoz Tzur evoke warm memories 
of twinkling Chanukah lights and family 
togetherness.  Composed in the 13th century 
by Rav Mordechai Chazak ben Yitzchak, it 
has become an inseparable part of the candle 
lighting liturgy.  The song is not mentioned in 
most halachic works, although it is found in 
Sifrei Minhagei Ashkenaz. The Leket Yosher 
writes that the Terumas Hadeshen would sing 
Shabbos songs and he would include Maoz 
Tzur during the time of Chanukah. 
In the first stanza, the author refers to 
Hashem as tzur, our rock. He alludes to the 
chanukat hamizbeiach and the korban todah 
that will be offered after the rebuilding of the 

Beit Hamikdash. The second section describes 
our sojourn in Egypt and our victory over our 
oppressors. In the third stanza we find a 
depiction of the harrowing destruction of the 
first Temple at the hands of the wicked 
Nevuchadnezzer, and our subsequent 
redemption after seventy years. The fourth 
stanza portrays the Purim miracle, the contrast 
between Haman’s haughtiness and 
Mordechai’s eventual elevation, and the 
complete downfall of our enemies.  In the fifth 
stanza the author aptly summarizes the 
Chanuka story with reference to the Greek 
Syrian battle and the miracle of the cruse of 
oil. The last section ends on a note of hope as 

we await the final redemption.  
Thus, Maoz Tzur refers to the five kingdoms 
Mitzrayim, Bavel, Paras, Yavan, and Edom, 
who oppressed us.  In each instance, Hashem 
manipulated circumstances behind the scenes 
to save us.  
In Maoz Tzur, we sing “Naaseh nes 
lashoshanim.”  Klal Yisrael are compared to a 
rose among prickly thorns. Not only does this 
delicate flower survive, but it develops more 
resilience as a result of its hostile environment. 
Similarly, the Jewish people, surrounded by 
enemies, fights the battle to sanctify Hashem’s 
name with faith and prayer, and emerges a 
strong and proud nation.

Maoz Tzur: Part I
Based on a Naaleh.com shiur by Rabbi Avishai David

Chanukah is a unique holiday in that the 
Gemara delineates two extra levels of hiddur 
mitzvah (enhancing the mitzva) when lighting 
the candles. The basic mitzva is for the head 
of the household to light one candle each 
night for the whole family. However, there is a 
level of mehadrin where each family member 
lights a light every night. In mehadrin min 
hamehadrin each family member lights the 
corresponding number of candles for that 
night. 

The Beit Yosef discusses a question whether 
a person who made a blessing on the wrong 
number of candles must make another 
blessing when he remembers to light the 
additional candle(s). He answers that if there 
was a significant break (approx. 1-2 hours) 
after the first lighting, one would make another 
blessing. This is surprising, because in 
normative Jewish law one doesn’t repeat a 
blessing on a hiddur mitzva.  From this we 

learn that the mehadrin factor inherent in neirot 
Chanukah is unique in that it is related to 
maaseh hamitzva (performance of the mitzva). 
While there is great importance attached to 
beautifying a mitzva, such as making a 
blessing on a fine etrog or tallit, it is only 
related to mitzva objects with which the person 
fulfills the fundamental mitzva regardless if the 
item is beautiful.  Therefore, no further 
blessing is recited. However, when one adds 
more Chanukah candles, the performance of 
the mitzva is radically enhanced, it’s intrinsic to 
the mitzva. It’s not just lighting the candles, but 
also pirsumei nisa – publicizing the miracle. 
Therefore, another blessing is recited.  

Similarly, the poskim explain that although the 
basic mitzva of ner ish u’baito, (the father 
lighting for the household) has already been 
fulfilled, other family members can still make 
their own blessing because they are adding to 
the fundamental mitzva, which is pirsumei 

nisa.  

Can a child who has reached the age of 
chinuch and is obligated in Rabbinic mitzvot, 
be motzi (intend to include) an adult with a 
mitzva d’rabanan such as megilah or neirot 
Chanukah? The Shulchan Aruch rules that a 
child cannot be motzi megilah but he could be 
motzi neirot Chanukah. Rav Soloveitchik 
explains that megilah is a chiyuv gavra – an 
adult obligation. Neirot Chanukah is a chiyuv 
bayit – an obligation on the household. It’s not 
a transfer from one person to the next. Since a 
child has an obligation he can automatically be 
motzi the household.

There’s an old custom to sing Haneirot Halalu 
as the Chanukah lights are lit. This seems like 
a hefsek (interruption in the performance of the 
mitzva). The reason it is not is because it is 
part of publicizing the miracle.  
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