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In Parashas Masei we find the petirah of Aharon Hakohen, on the first day of Av. That day is the 

first of the Nine Days from Rosh Chodesh Av through Tisha B'Av, each of which is 24 hours, for a 

total of 216 hours. These are the Nine Days of din, yirah, and gevurah. The words גבורה and יראה – 

which are expressions of din – have the gematria of 216, as do the opening words of this week’s 

parashah: אלה מסעי.  

 

The passuk (Tehillim 103:17) says: יְֵרָאיוֵמעֹוָלם ְוַעד עֹוָלם ַעל  'ה ְוֶחֶסד . Yirah is like a circle around the 

chessed, which has the gematria of 72. Gevurah is three times chessed: 3 x 72 = 216. Rashi (Succah 

45) states that there are 72 Names of Hakadosh Baruch Hu that all have three letters, all of which are 

hinted to in three pesukim that appear in the story of Krias Yam Suf (Shemos 14:19-21), which begin 

with the words ַויָבֹא ,ַויִַּסע, and ַויֵט, respectively. So you have chessed, and three times chessed is 

gevurah. This teaches us that even when we’re in the hardest days of din, we have to realize that in 

truth, it’s all chessed.  

 

The passuk in Eichah says: ים ְסָתרִּ יה ְבמִּ י ֲארִּ  ,also has the gematria of 216 אריה The word .דֹב אֵֹרב הּוא לִּ

but the aryeh is ים ְסָתרִּ יה it’s hidden. The word – ְבמִּ  in this passuk has a kri u’ksiv – the hei is ֲארִּ

written but not pronounced – because the last five of these 216 hours of the Nine Days are after 

chatzos on Tisha B'Av, when the hours of chessed have already begun.  

 

We have to realize that hidden inside the din and hester panim of Chodesh Av is – Av! A father! 

When Hakadosh Baruch Hu gives us a klop, that’s also an expression that he’s our father, that he’s 

an av harachaman, as the passuk says: ָך ֵהָמה יְנֲַחֻמנִּי ְשַענְתֶּ ְבְטָך ּומִּ ינּו קֵ ֱאֹל 'ה :Similarly, in Shema, we say .שִּ

ָחד 'ה אֶּ  – Hashem, the middas harachamim, and Elokim, the middas hadin, are all One.  

 

The passuk (Zecharyah 8:19) makes reference to:  י ְוצֹום יעִּ יצֹום ָהְרבִּ ירִּ י ְוצֹום ָהֲעשִּ יעִּ י ְוצֹום ַהְשבִּ ישִּ ַהֲחמִּ . The 

tzom harevi’i is  Shiva Asar b’Tammuz (the fourth month), the tzom hachamishi is Tisha B'Av, the 

tzom hashevi’i is Tzom Gedalya (which is in Tishrei, the seventh month), and the tzom ha’asiri is 

Asarah b’Teves (the tenth month). Four, five, seven and ten add up to 26, which is the gematria of 

the Name ה-ו-ה-י . All the expressions of the four fasts of misfortune equal ה-ו-ה-י , which is the 

ultimate expression of chessed.   

 

There are two parts to the Three Weeks: the first 13 days from 17 Tammuz to Rosh Chodesh Av, and 

then the Nine Days. The sefarim write that ה-ו-ה-י  is the revealed expression of Hashem’s chessed. 



When the chessed is hidden, the expression of that is the letters before and after  in the alef  ה-ו-ה-י

beis, which are ד-ה-ד-ט  and ו-ז-ו-כ . The Three Weeks are broken up into 13 ( ד-ט ) days and 9 ( ד-ה ) 

days, signifying Hashem’s hidden chessed.  

 

One Avodah; Two Fronts 

On the passuk we mentioned earlier,  ד סֶּ ֵמעֹוָלם ְוַעד עֹוָלם ַעל יְֵרָאיו 'הְוחֶּ , Rav Wolbe asks: What’s the 

connection between chessed, which is bein adam l’chaveiro, and yirah, which is bein adam 

laMakom?  

 

He answers that chessed and yirah really come from the same place. If a person is so absorbed in 

himself he sees only himself and his desires, then he’s unable to break out of the boundaries of that 

outlook and see another person. For the same reason, he’s also unable to see Hakadosh Baruch Hu. 

What enables a person to perceive another person’s needs and do chessed, and what enables a person 

to have yirah and connect to Hakadosh Baruch Hu, are essentially one and the same: the ability to 

move beyond himself.  

 

This idea is the essence of our avodah this time of the year, which has two major themes: awaiting 

the geulah and eliminating sinas chinam. We are so many years away from the churban; it’s an 

avodah to connect with the loss of the Beis Hamikdash and anticipate the yeshuah. It’s also an 

avodah to purge ourselves of sinas chinam, which was the cause of the churban. The tikkun for sinas 

chinam is ahavas Yisrael – and there’s a direct connection between that and tzipisa l’yeshuah.  

 

When a person is completely absorbed in his own needs and desires, he certainly awaits the yeshuah 

– but what sort of yeshuah is he awaiting?  ים ַוֲאנְַחנּו ְבֵשם כֶּב ְוֵאלֶּה ַבסּוסִּ ה ָברֶּ ירקֵ ֱאֹל 'הֵאלֶּ ינּו נַזְכִּ  – some 

people are awaiting a yeshuah for their broken-down car, or for something that went wrong in their 

house. Some people are awaiting a yeshuah in parnassah, others in their kavod. A person can 

become completely absorbed in what’s wrong with his life, to the extent that he doesn’t even notice 

all the wonderful things he has. He’s awaiting a yeshuah, and maybe he’ll get it, but that limited 

yeshuah is not the only one we’re supposed to be awaiting.  

 

Similarly, the root of sinas chinam is when a person doesn’t realize that the Ribbono Shel Olam is at 

the center of everything, and the details of what is happening to him are not in his control or in the 

control of any other person – so there is no reason to hate that other person.  

 

When a person has the correct outlook, it will uplift him to await the true yeshuah, and not get caught 

up with less important matters. Such a person will also possess true ahavas Yisrael. 

 

Perhaps we can explain this based on the Bnei Yissachar. In connection with Tu b’Av, which follows 

Tisha b'Av, the Gemara (Taanis 21b) says:  עתיד הקדוש ברוך הוא לעשות מחול לצדיקים והוא יושב ביניהם בגן

קוינו לו נגילה ונשמחה ' ינו זה קוינו לו ויושיענו זה הקעדן וכל אחד ואחד מראה באצבעו שנאמר ואמר ביום ההוא הנה אל

  .בישועתו

 

In the future, there will be a circle for the tzaddikim with Hakadosh Baruch Hu at the center. The 

Bnei Yissachar explains that the date “Tu b’Av” can be understood as “tes-vav b’alef beis” – the 

fifteenth letter of the alef beis, which is a samech. The letter samech is shaped like a circle. A circle 

is defined as all the equidistant points from a center point. When Hakadosh Baruch Hu is in the 

middle and all the Yidden are around Him, there’s equality; no one is in competition with the others. 

Everyone is equidistant to the Ribbono Shel Olam and connected.  

 



If a person has that outlook of Tu b’Av, and realizes that the person next to him is not his competitor 

but rather his teammate in the mission of bringing the world to its tikkun, then he will be able to 

await the true yeshuah and achieve true ahavas Yisrael. Because they’re focused on the center of the 

circle – Hashem – nothing can get in the way and stop them.  

 

This idea echoes the Kotzker Rebbe’s interpretation of the passuk:  י עֵֹמד ֵבין ּוֵבינֵיכֶּם 'הָאנֹכִּ , which is that 

the “anochi” – the “I” – is what separates a person from Hakadosh Baruch Hu. That same anochi is 

also what separates him from another Yid. The connection between one Yid and another Yid, and the 

connection between a Yid and the Ribbono Shel Olam, both derive from having Hakadosh Baruch 

Hu at the center.  

 

Together, we are all striving for the geulah, b’meheirah veyameinu. 


