
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

)כח:לו( ופתחת עליו פתוחי חותם קודש לה'  
And you shall engrave upon it like the engraving of a signet,  

“Holy to Hashem” (28:36) 
Chazal have stated (Taanis 2a) that there are three keys that HaKadosh 

Baruch Hu never gave over to man: The key of childbirth )חיה(, the key of 
resurrection of the dead )תחיית המתים(, and the key of rain )מטר(. The Vilna 
Gaon says that this is hinted at in this Posuk: "'פתוחי חותם קודש לה" - the 
word "חותם" are the beginning letters of טרמ חיה,ת יה,ח , meaning that these 
keys are “Holy to Hashem”. (Lehisadein BeAhavascha) 
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                  Orchos Chaim L’HaRosh 
10. One should not speak Lashon Hara or accept it from others 

According to Kabalah, every day we should mention the Sheish Zechiros, the Six Remembrances 

which are found in the Torah, and they make up the foundation of every Jew. The list of these can be 

found in many Siddurim after Shacharis and are meant to remind us of important aspects of Yiddishkeit 

and our history. According to most versions, the list includes the topics of Yetzias Mitzrayim, Har Sinai, 

destroying Amaleik, the Aveirah of the Eigel, the Aveirah of when Miriam spoke Lashon Hara about 

Moshe, and Shabbos Kodesh. The Mekubalim write that one who is careful to say these six items will be 

guaranteed to enter Olam Haba. Rav Yechezkel Levenstein, zt”l, taught that these six topics are the basic 

principles of faith. It is astounding that the Aveirah of Lashon Hara is included in this list, because it 

shows us how bad this Aveirah is, and it is unlike any of the other 365 Mitzvas Lo Sa’aseh, negative 

commandments. The main theme of the six items is to show that Hashem is the Source of all good and 

kindness, and that we are to emulate His ways. Lashon Hara is evil, and it causes the exact opposite of 

bringing us closer to Hashem. 

In the preface to Igros Moshe (Vol. 8) from Rav Moshe Feinstein, zt”l, the following story is recorded. 

It was the beginning of the winter of 1922. One of the members of Rav Moshe’s community became ill 

with a very strange sickness, and his tongue swelled up within his mouth. When Rav Moshe came to visit 

him, the man asked that everyone leave the room. He had said that he had something of great importance 

to discuss with the Rav privately, and what he told Rav Moshe was incredible. He said, “Rebbe, I know the 

reason for my strange illness, and it will hopefully be an atonement for my Aveiros. A week ago, I was 

discussing the story from Parashas Vayeira about Lot’s daughters, and I spared no words denigrating their 

shameful behavior. That night, two elderly women appeared to me in a dream. Their heads and faces were 

covered, and they said they were Lot’s daughters. They had heard my complaint about their behavior and 

came from the Olam HaEmes, the World of Truth, to explain to me a justification for their actions. They 

said they acted for the sake of Heaven and their intentions were pure and lofty. They then said that since I 

had spoken badly against them and defamed their character, it was decreed that I should be punished as the 

Meraglim, the spies in the Midbar were punished. Their tongues swelled, and they died an unusual death.” 

When the man concluded his story, he could only look straight ahead of him at the wall. Rav Moshe 

recorded this incident, because he felt that there was much truth to it, and to teach us we must learn from 

here to judge everyone favorably and never speak Lashon Hara, no matter what it outwardly looks like!  
 

 B’Kitzur 
At the conclusion of Davening, 

the Tefilah of Aleinu L’Shabei’ach is 

said, and it should be recited with awe 

and fear of Hashem. It was first 

written by Yehoshua HaNavi after he 

won the battle of Yericho. The Shir 

Shel Yom and various other Tefilos are 

said at the end of Davening, each 

community according to its custom.  

(Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 25:6) 

 
 לרפואה שלימה: 

 אלעזר בן שרה
ר' אהרן יהודה לייב בן גיטל פייגא   

חיים שאר ישוב בן  רפאל  

  באבא חיה רבקה

 אהרן בן שרה רבקה

 יחיאל ברוך הלוי בן ליבה גיטל 

 בתוך שאר חולי ישראל

Parashas Tetzaveh is the only Parshah (after Moshe’s birth) where Moshe’s name is not 

mentioned. The Ba’al HaTurim (27:20) explains that this was the effect of his asking Hashem 

to erase his name from the Torah, should the Jewish people not be forgiven for the sin of the 

Golden Calf (Shemos 32:32). Rav Mordechai HaKohain of Tzefas (the Sifsei Kohen) explains  

the introductory words of our Parshah, V’Atah  

Tetzaveh, as a message that Moshe should  

explain to the nation the power of a  

person’s words. Even though Hashem  

did not destroy the nation, Moshe’s  

expression was still fulfilled and his  

name was removed from one  

complete Parshah in the Torah. 

 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L’Maaseh      
Once, the governor of Metz, France, issued a decree declaring 

that all the Jews of Metz would be required to convert. If they 

refused, which he knew they would, they would be forced out of the 

country. The governor also knew from past experience, that the great 

Rav of Metz, Rav Yehonason Eibeschitz, zt”l, would undoubtedly 

present himself at the governor’s palace in order to plead for his 

people. This was part of the governor’s plot, because he particularly 

wanted to trap the great Rav. The Jews of Metz were thrown into 

turmoil. None would consider converting, and they didn’t know 

where they would go to if they were exiled. Rav Yehonason was 

sent immediately to the governor to plead on behalf of the Jews. He 

said to the governor, “Your excellency, how can you punish an 

entire community of innocent people? Why do you inflict this 

terrible suffering, even on the innocent women and children?” The 

governor smiled and said, “It is just the opposite, Rabbi. I am 

helping to fulfill a prophecy which is written in your Scripture. It 

says, ‘A great trouble will arise, so terrible that has never before 

been experienced and will never be repeated again’ (Daniel 12:1), 

and this is interpreted to refer to the Jews. I consider it my great 

privilege to help bring about this prophecy!” The governor was 

delighted with himself, as he had well prepared for this moment. He 

said to Rav Yehonason, “However, dear Rabbi, I will give you the 

opportunity to cancel my decree. All you must do is fulfill a 

request.” Rav Yehonason knew this was a trap, but he also knew he 

had no choice in the matter. He asked, “And what is your request, 

governor.” The governor replied, “First, tell me immediately and 

without hesitation, how many Jews live in Metz and its surrounding 

areas?” Without pausing for even a moment, Rav Yehonason said, 

“There are 45,760 Jews in the city of Metz and all of its suburbs, 

your Excellency.” The governor was momentarily thrown off guard 

by the Rabbi’s quick response, but he quickly recovered and made 

his request. “I want you to write the words ‘Israel lives forever’ 

45,760 times, on a piece of parchment no larger than the ones you 

use for your Mezuzah scrolls. If you can do that, I will reconsider 

my decree against your people!” The governor sat back and smiled 

with satisfaction, because he knew he had won by asking for the 

impossible. Rav Yehonason felt faint when he heard this absurd 

demand. The governor said, “I will give you one hour to compete 

the work, and remember, the fate of your unfortunate people is in 

your hands!” The Rav left in a hurry. Exactly one hour later,         

Rav Eibeschitz returned to the governor’s palace. “Your Honor,” he 

began, “I have a parchment that measures 2 x 4 inches, and on it is 

written an anagram with the solution to your puzzle. There are 15 

Hebrew letters across and 19 letters down.” The governor couldn’t 

believe what he was hearing, and he took the parchment. As he 

stared at it, not understanding, the Rav explained, “When you read 

this you will see the words, ‘Am Yisroel Chai L’olmai Ad’, which 

means, ‘The Nation of Israel lives forever’, written in every 

direction. It is spelled out in precisely 45,760 different ways.” The 

governor was too shocked to reply, and Rav Yehonason continued, 

“I request of your honor to suspend the decree until you are able to 

decipher this code, since it may take you some time to work it out.” 

The stunned governor agreed. The governor worked at                 

Rav Yehonason’s anagram for a full year before he was able to 

decipher all the combinations of words. When he was finished, he 

summoned Rav Yehonason to the palace. He said, “I can truly see 

that your G-d has imparted His wisdom to his followers.” The 

governor no longer tormented the Jews of his city, and he forever 

held Rav Yehonason Eibeschutz in the highest esteem! 

 

 

 
 

בתוך שאר חולי ישראל אהרן בן שרה רבקהבזכות לרפואה שלימה:   
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 בס"ד

Pearls of Wisdom…   A Word for the Ages 
In Spain, there was a day called ‘Purim Saragosa’ which was celebrated on 

the 18th of Shevat in memory of a miracle that occurred to the Jews of the 

city. The king would sometimes visit the city of Saragosa, and the Minhag 

of the town was for everyone to go out to greet him together with the Sifrei 

Torah. However, the Rabbis of the town were concerned that bringing the 

Torah scrolls out into the streets was a desecration to the holy Torah, and 

they decided that whenever the king would visit, they would remove the 

Klaf from their holders in the Torah, and they would greet the king holding 

the Torah coverings, but without the actual Torah scroll. One time, a 

renegade Jew whispered to the king and told him that the Jews were doing 

this, and it greatly angered the king. The king decided that he would not 

punish the Jews until he saw it for himself with his own eyes, and he 

announced to the community that he would be coming for a visit. The night 

before the king’s visit, Eliyahu HaNavi appeared in a dream to all the 

leaders of the community, and told them to leave the Klaf inside the Sifrei 

Torah and not remove it. The community listened and did as they were 

instructed. The next day when the king arrived, he asked for the Torah 

scrolls to be opened so he could see them, and he was surprised, but happy, 

to see that the community was indeed showing him honor. He understood 

that the Jew who had informed him had wrongfully tried to incite his anger, 

and ordered him to be executed. That day the Jews of Saragosa realized 

they were saved, and they established the day as ‘Purim Saragosa’ as a 

holiday to give thanks to Hashem! (U’matuk Ha’ohr) 

 

 Middos       
Rav Shimshon Pincus, zt”l, quotes a strong comment from Chazal 

(Yerushalmi, Peah 1), “There are four Aveiros for which Hashem 

punishes a person in this world, yet the main punishment is set aside for 

him in the World to Come, and these are: Avodah Zarah, immorality 

and murder, but the Aveirah of Lashon Hara surpasses all of them.” The 

evil of Lashon Hara transcends even the severity of the three cardinal 

sins! Why is it, then, that this Aveirah is so prevalent, more than many 

other Aveirah? One would think that the greater the evil, the more one 

would desire to distance himself from that Aveirah. Rav Pincus explains 

that man is called a Medaber, a creation that is capable of speaking, and 

the power of speech is basically the essence of man. A person is 

comprised of 248 organs, with each one having its own unique qualities 

which contribute to the entire human body. Eyes have the power of 

sight, ears enable one to hear, and legs give the power of movement. 

However, the mouth and tongue are different. When a person speaks, he 

can express what he thinks with his mind, what he sees with his eyes, 

what he heard with his ears, what he felt with his heart, where he went, 

whom he saw, and so on. The mouth is therefore truly the essence of all 

the organs. Since there is so much power in the faculty of speaking, it 

can be prone to fall to the greatest of Aveiros if it is not constantly kept 

in check. Rav Pincus quotes the Shev Shmaitsa, who says (in the 

Hakdamah) that if a person were to be able to ascend to Shamayim, see 

and develop an understanding of the workings of Creation and the 

hidden secrets of this world, he would not be satisfied until he could 

return to this world and share with others all that he had learned. His 

knowledge would have little value if he is unable to tell everyone about 

it. This is because man’s essence is to speak. Rav Pincus taught that our 

very nature is to talk, and because it comes so natural to us, evil speech 

can come easily. This is why it is so prevalent, and this is also why we 

must work constantly on not speaking Lashon Hara! 
 


