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9:28 -                                      72 TAC 
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Now You Know 
This week is called Shabbos Chazon, 
the Sabbath of vision, after the 
Haftarah portion we read which 
begins, “Chazon Yeshayahu, the 

Vision of Isaiah.” 

The Haftarah is chanted to the 
haunting melody of the lamentations 
of Tisha B’Av, except for a few verses 

which speak of HaShem’s acceptance 
of our repentance. 

The Navi discusses the depths to 
which we’ve fallen, compounding sin 

upon sin, apathy upon ignorance. The 
mournful tune reminds us that this is 
not a scolding or reprimand, but a 
sad lament over the fate of a nation 

once destined for the pinnacle of 
Mankind’s greatness. 

We practiced our Judaism to be sure, 
maintaining the Sabbaths and the 

sacrifices. But the problem was that it 
was “our” Judaism, on our own terms, 
not on G-d’s. We didn’t serve Him for 
His sake, but for our own. 

The Haftarah adjures us to change 
our perspective, to see things 
through HaShem’s eyes. It urges us 
to abandon our wickedness and our 

false sense of grandeur; to realize 
that we are far from HaShem. 

It also declares that it’s not too late to 
change it. Though our sins have 

become habit and second nature, 
HaShem is willing to cleanse us and 
take us back, if we only choose to see 
things His way. 

Thought of the week: 

One day you’ll be just a 
memory for some people. Try 
to make it a good one. 

(WK-HK:A OYRBD) „...TWLEL OTYBA ALW .WNL ITN WNQLA ÂH RwA JRAH HBWU WRMAYW...‰ 
“And they said, “The land that HaShem is giving us is very good,” but you didn’t 
want to go up and you rebelled against the word of G-d...” (Devarim 1:25-26) 

Sefer Devarim is called Mishneh Torah, a “recap” of the Torah, for in it Moshe repeats the 
history of the Jewish People and reviews the laws they were given to live by. Often, Moshe 
merely hinted to events so as not to embarrass the Jews. They would get the message 
without having to put it in black and white. 

Here, Moshe recalls the occurrence of the spies, and the tragic circumstances that resulted 
from those events. He says that the people wanted spies and he acquiesced. When the 
report came back that the land was good, the Jews balked and chose not to enter the land. 

Rashi says that the good report came from the two spies Kalev and Yehoshua. The 
Ramban quotes this and asks an obvious question. True, two spies brought back a good 
report, but TEN spies argued with them! Why on earth should it be expected that the Jews 
would listen to two men over ten men?! 

He answers that since HaShem had already told them it was a good land, and now these 
righteous men, Yehoshua and Kalev, concurred based on their sojourn there, that should 
have been sufficient to outweigh the words of the ten spies, especially since they spoke out 
of ulterior motives. 

Further, says the Ramban, even though the ten spies agreed the land was good, when 
they saw that Yehoshua and Kalev were encouraging the people and telling them they 
could inherit the land, the ten spies went behind Moshe’s back and frightened the people 
by saying that they were too weak to defeat the Canaanites.  

Essentially, what these men did was undermine the faith of the Jewish People. Moshe said, 
“HaShem will fight for you,” but the spies said, “It won’t be enough. There’s no way we can 
overcome them.” Ultimately, it was the weakened faith that was the downfall of Klal Yisrael. 

This paradigm teaches us a lesson for the ages. Wherever we go, we will find detractors 
and people who seek to undermine our faith for whatever reason. They may believe they 
are being intellectually honest, or they may be honest enough to admit they have selfish 
reasons for not wanting others to believe. Either way, we must not be led astray by the nay-
sayers regardless of how numerous they are. As long as we have righteous people who 
keep the faith, we should follow them and trust in HaShem. 

This is what Rashi was telling us. “You had tzaddikim showing you the right way, yet you 
ignored them and chose to believe that G-d’s power was limited.” It was not ten against 
two, because they were not equally trustworthy. We must be vigilant, therefore, to find 
those who will strengthen our faith for that will enable us to be lifted up once more. 

The Gemara in Gitin recounts the terrifying story of Kamtza and Bar Kamtza. A fellow making a 
party wanted to invite his friend Kamtza. The messenger inadvertently delivered the invitation to 
Bar Kamtza, who was this fellow’s enemy. 

When the host saw him, he yelled for him to get out. Embarrassed, Bat Kamtza offered to pay 
for his meal, for half the banquet, even for the entire thing, if only he’d be allowed to stay. 

The host was adamant and eventually Bar Kamtza hatched a plot that led to the destruction of 
the Bais HaMikdash. He was angry that no one had stood up to defend his embarrassment. It 
wouldn’t have taken a majority of rabbis there to speak up – just a single righteous voice would 
have prevented the calamitous results of their silence.   (h/t to Shloimy Schwartzberg for the inspiration.) 
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Mrs. Leeba (Lila) Kizelnik 
(Babbie Leeba) ob”m 

BA OXNM A‰Y UYYCRAY 
From her loving family, who 

still think of her often. 
 

I have faith in you. 

You can do it. 
Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others.  You’ll be glad 

you did.   
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