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T he gemara (Tanis 29.) says,
"Rav Yehudah brei d'Rav

Shmuel bar Shilas said in the name
of Rav, 'Just as when the month Av
arrives, we decrease joy, when Adar

comes, we increase joy.'"

Certainly now, just a few days
before Purim, is the time to keep this

Chazal. For if not now, when?

Happiness brings goodness to the
world. We cannot measure how
many salvations would come to the
world, if we would observe this

Chazaland be happy in Adar.

Rebbe Shalom Shachne of Prohibisht
zy"a asked, why does it sayïéáøî

áäçîù (increasewith joy)? It could
have simply said,äçîù ïéáøî (increase
joy). He answered that, "In Adar, we
increase salvations with joy." The
joy of Adar brings a lot of good to

us, and to the entire world.

We should be happy throughout the
entire year too. Rav Yehudah brei
d'Rav Shmuel bar Shilas said that in
Adar we increasejoy (äçîùá ïéáøî). It
doesn’t say, "In Adar we should be
happy." Rebbe Yisrael of Rizhin
zy"a taught that this implies that we
must be happy throughout the year,
only in Adar we increase the joy to

a higher level.1111

1. It is interesting to note that Rav Yehudah brei d'Rav Shmuel bar Shilas – the
Tana who taught us to be happy in Adar –– was Haman's descendent! The

gemara says, "A grandchild of Haman taught Torah in Bnei Brak. Who was this
grandchild? Rav Yehudah brei d'Rav Shmuel bar Shilas." (Sanhedrin 96: according
to the girsah of EinYaakov).
Esther invited Achashveirosh and Haman to two parties. At her first party, she
didn’t request anything, other than that they come to her next party. At her second
party, she told Achashveirosh that Haman plans to kill her nation, and Haman was
therefore hung.
Why didn’t Esther say this by the first party?
By the first party, Haman was happy. As it says, לב  וטוב שמח ההוא ביום  המן ויצא (5:8).
Esther knew that when Haman was happy, she couldn’t accomplish anything
against him. By the second party, Haman was sad. (He had just walked with
Mordechai through the streets of Shushan, and endured a lot of shame.) As the
Megilah says, ראש וחפוי אבל ביתו  אל נדחף  והמן (7:12). Now that Haman was sad,
Esther knew that she could overcome him.
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HappyHappyHappyHappy withwithwithwith thethethethe MitzvosMitzvosMitzvosMitzvos

A man came to the Avnei Nezer zt"l
and said, "We are the same age, and
when we were younger, we learned
together in the same yeshivah. I
serve Hashem just as you do. I know
a lot of Torah, just as you know.
How did it happen that you became
a great chassidic leader, while I

don’t have a position at all?"

The Avnei Nezer asked him, "Do
you remember a time when you

were extremely happy?"TorahWellsprings- Vayikr a - Purim

"I do," he replied. "It was the day I
won the lottery."
The Avnei Nezer said, "Well, every
day, when I stretch my arm out to
put on tefillin, I am a thousand times
more joyous than you were when

you won the lottery."

The man said, "If so, you deserve to
be the rebbe!"

The Chofetz Chaim zt"l would make
a cheshbon hanefesh(reckoning of
his deeds) every day. Once, his
grandson overheard the Chofetz
Chaim make acheshbon hanefesh,
and heard him say in a broken,
heart-rending voice, "Yisrael Meir!
You learn Torah – that's true. You
also daven withkavanah and you
perform the mitzvos. But where is
your simchah?! Why aren’t you
performing these mitzvos with joy?
Shouldn’t Torah be studied with

more happiness? Shouldn’t the
tefillah be said with more joy…"
Then the Chofetz Chaim said, "But
Yisrael Meir, you are still alive, and
as long you are living you can

improve…"

Some think that simchah shel
mitzvah (to serve Hashem with joy)
is a level that is way above them;
they think that it is a level that only
tzaddikim can have. Actually, every
Yid has the potential and ability to
serve Hashem with joy. When a
person believes that he is giving a
nachas ruach(pleasure) for Hashem
with his good deeds, he will be
joyous with the mitzvos. Therefore,
it is good to assess the mitzvos that
he performs. For example, at the end
of the day he can reflect on the day,
and remember all the good deeds
that he did, and he will be happy
that he had the opportunity to serve
Hashem. Also, before (and while)
doing a mitzvah, remember that
Hashem is rejoicing with you, and
then you will rejoice as well. It is
within our reach, it only requires

emunahand some thought.

Once, the Chofetz Chaim went
someplace in a taxi. After he paid
the fare and left the cab, he started
to dance. Someone asked him why
he was so happy, and the Chofetz
Chaim said, "I just did the mitzvah
of åøëù ïúú åîåéá, to pay a hired
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worker on the same day. That's why
I am so happy."2222

The joy makes the mitzvos far more
perfect and enjoyable to Hashem.
Therefore, everyone should strive to
rejoice with the good fortune we
have, to serve Hashem and to fulfill

His will.

Simchah shel mitzvahis rewarded in
this world. There is a rule that,øëù
àëéì àîìò éàäá äåöî, "reward for the
mitzvos isn't given in this world." It
is stored for Olam HaBa. Simchah
shel mitzvah is an exception. The
reward for that is given in this
world. Therefore, we should
strengthen ourselves and rejoice with

the mitzvos.3333

Rebbe Chuna Halberstam of
Kalishitz zy"a hy"d related the
following story: One of the Baal

Shem Tov's students was extremely
particular not to sleep alone in the
succah. Once, this tzaddik was
looking for someone to join him in
the succah, but he couldn’t find
anyone. One person said, "I'll sleep
in your succah if you promise me
that I will also be with you in

Olam HaBa."

The tzaddik couldn’t find anyone
else, so he agreed to this request.

Soon afterwards the man fell ill. The
student of the Baal Shem Tov came
to visit him and said, "You will
recover if you will absolve me from
my obligation. Otherwise, you will
die. If you free me from my promise
and you will live, you will also be
granted the opportunity to choose
one of the following three options:
you can either live long, become

wealthy, or have good children."

2. When people are happy, they dance. It is a natural reflex. But what causes
them to dance? Tzadikkim explain that the body and neshamah are constantly

wrestling each other. The neshamah wants to go up, to cleave to Hashem, while
the body wants to go down and be attached to this world. When one is happy, he
becomes holy, because joy brings a lot of holiness into his body. As a result, even
the body agrees to be closer to Hashem. This is the reason the person begins to
jump and dance. He is jumping up towards heaven.
3. The gemara says, דמיא  הילולא כבי עלמא ,האי "This world is like a chasunah."

These essential words teach us the correct perspective and outlook for life.
Bederech tzachus, notice that the words עלמא  האי "This world," is used in this
phrase, and also in the statement (which we brought above), עלמא  בהאי מצוה  שכר

,ליכא  "reward for the mitzvos isn't given in this world." So, הילולא  כבי עלמא האי can
mean, if you want reward in this world, act like it is a wedding. Have simchah shel
mitzvah, and you will be rewarded here as well.
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The man replied, "If you will give
me all three, I agree to free you from

your obligation."

The tzaddik agreed to his request.

Rebbe Chunah of Kalishitz told this
story by histisch, and then he asked
one of the great chassidim present,
"What is your opinion? Did he

choose wisely or foolishly?"

"He acted foolishly," the chassid
said. "He had the opportunity to be
together with this tzaddik in Gan
Eden, and he gave it away."
Rebbe Chunah disagreed. "I think he
acted wisely. Because as long as a
person is living, he can do mitzvos
and he can reach the heights of the
holy Avos. But after one's passing

the opportunity is lost."

The greatest joy is to be alive and
to perform the mitzvos. There is
nothing greater. The Vilna Gaon zt"l
explained that Olam HaBa isn't
mentioned in theTanach, because
for Hashem the main place is This
World. This is the world where we
have the privilege to observe the
mitzvos. The highest places in Gan
Eden cannot compete with this bliss.
We should therefore rejoice with
each mitzvah that we perform. And
as we said, with just a bit of
thought, we will see that it is

possible to do so.

HumilityHumilityHumilityHumility

In Pshischa, there lived a G-d
fearing tailor who didn’t excel in the
trait of modesty. He considered
himself to be among the best tailors
in the world.
A poritz asked him to sew a suit. "I
will pay you well. But I want a good
job."
"Can I make something that isn't

good?" the tailor replied.

When theporitz's wife saw the suit
that the tailor sewed, she made a
sour face, and said, "I can't even
look at it. It simply doesn’t have any

chein (charm)."

The poritz told the tailor that he
can't buy this ugly suit.

Soon people heard that theporitz
didn’t like the tailor's work, so they
also stopped going to him. He was

losing business.

The tailor told all this to his rebbe,
Rebbe Bunim of Pshischa zy"a. The
rebbe replied, "Take the suit that you
sewed for the poritz, undo the
seams, and sew it up exactly as
before. Then bring it to theporitz
again. This time, they will like it."

The tailor, with his faith in
tzaddikim, followed his rebbe's
counsel – although rationally it
didn’t make sense. Why should the
poritz and his wife like the suit
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this time, if it will be made exactly
as before?

When the tailor showed the suit to
the poritz, theporitz praised it, "This
is the type of suit I like." Theporitz
showed the suit to his wife, and she

was happy with it as well.

Rebbe Bunim explained, "It is
written, ïç ïúé íéåðòìå, 'chein is given
To the humble', (Mishlei 3:34). Your
first suit was made with pride.
Therefore theporitz and his wife
didn’t like it. The second suit was
made when you were humble,
because you were down and dejected
from the shame you were going
through. Something produced with

humility always has chein."

The Torah says,äùî éðô øåò ïø÷ éë,
"Moshe's face shone" (34:35). The
Midrash (Devarim Rabba 3:12)
explains that Hashem wrote asefer
Torah and gave it to Moshe
Rabbeinu. "The parchment was
made of white fire, the letters were
written with black fire… and
[Hashem] wiped the [extra ink that

was left in His pen] onto Moshe's
hair, and this is the reason why

Moshe's face shone."

The Rebbe of Kotzk zy"a asked:
When a human being writes, he
doesn’t know how much ink he'll
need, and therefore there will
generally be extra ink left over in his
quill. But Hashem knows exactly the
amount of ink needed for thesefer
Torah. So why was there extra ink?

The answer is, the Rebbe of Kotzk
said, Hashem took solely the amount
of ink that was needed. However,
due to Moshe Rabbeinu's humility,
when Moshe wrote hissefer Torah,
he wrotevayikra with a small alef,4444

and he took out the letter yud [in
åéðò] in the passuk, ãåàî åðò äùî,
"Moshe was very humble"
(Bamidbar 12:3). Therefore, when
Hashem wrote His Torah in the
same manner, there remained extra
ink in the quill. This extra ink was
brushed into Moshe's hair, and
became the source ofäùî éðô øåò ïø÷

(the shine of Moshe's face).

4. ויקרא  with a small alef represents humility. The first Rashi in the parashah
states that ויקרא expresses love. When Hashem speaks to the prophets of the

nations of the world, it says ,ויקר  without an alef at the end. ויקר  implies a meeting
by chance, and impurity.
Moshe Rabbeinu humbly wrote a small alef at the end of ויקרא  so it would almost
appear like .ויקר 
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We understand from this that Moshe
Rabbeinu's face shone because of

his humility.5555

The Sfas Emes explains that Moshe
Rabbeinu knew that he was the
leader of Bnei Yisrael. He knew his
greatness. But he also had a clear
awareness that everything he had, is
from Hashem. And this is how he

remained extremely humble.

PridePridePridePride

Chumash Vayira begins with a
small alef (àø÷éå). The Torah also
says ìàøùé íëéøùà (Devarim 33:19)
with a large alef. The small alef
represents humility. The large alef
represents pride. A Yid needs to
have both: he must be humble,
because he knows that everything
comes from Hashem. But he should
also have pride, and believe that
Hashem loves him, and is happy
with the mitzvos that he performs.

One of the korbanos that are
discussed in this week'sparashahis
the korban minchah. A minchah is
made from flour, oil, and a drop of
incense calledlevonah. A kemitzah

(handful) of this korban, plus the
incense, is placed on themizbeiach.
The rest is eaten by thekohanim. It
seems like a very poor and
unimpressivekorban. However, the
Torah says,äçðî ïáø÷ áéø÷ú éë ùôðå
'ãì, "when a person brings a
minchah-offering to Hashem…"
(2:1). And Rashi writes, "ùôð isn't
written by any of thekorbanos; it is
only written by the minchah.
[Because] who will bring a
minchah? A poor person will.
Hakadosh Baruch Hu says that He
considers it 'as though [the pauper]

offered himself [hisùôð] to Me.'"

The gemara says that Mordechai
HaTzaddik was teaching the laws of
minchah to the chachamim, and he
saw Haman approaching from the
distance. Mordechai said to his
students, "Haman is coming to kill
me. Leave, so you will not be

punished by hiscoal."

The gemara tells us that Mordechai
stood up and began to daven. Haman
arrived, sat down and waited until

Mordechai finished davening.6666

5. The Sefer HaChaim (written by the Maharal's brother) says that Moshe's name
is Moshe Rabbeinu, and not Rabbeinu Moshe, because this also denotes

Moshe's humility.
6. Why did Haman wait for Mordechai to finish davening? Why didn’t he disturb

Mordechai immediately and speak with him?
The Ben Ish Chai writes in his sefer Ben Yehoyodo that right now, Mordechai was
praying with grief. Haman preferred it when Mordechai davens in such a spirit,
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"What were you studying?" Haman
asked.

Mordechai told Haman that they
were studying the laws of the
minchah offering in the Beis

HaMikdash.

Haman said, "Your handful of flour
outweighed my ten thousand silver

coins." (Megilah 16.).

Sometimes our good deeds appear
small – like nothing more than a
handful of flour – but in Hashem's
eyes, they are extremely precious.

Even the small things that a person
does are very precious to Hashem.
An example of that is shmiras
einayim (guarding one's eyes). It is
very hard to be perfect inshmiras
einayim. However, when someone
guards his eyes even for a moment,
it is a relatively small deed, but it is

extremely precious to Hashem.

Reb Avraham Ostralenski zt"l once
said to the Beis Yisrael of Gur, zy"a,
"Things are different here, in Eretz
Yisrael, from what I remember in
Poland. I remember the Polishbatei
midrashim, which were open day
and night, and many tzaddikim and
scholars would study there at all

hours of the day."

(The holocaust didn’t only destroy
millions of people. It also destroyed

an atmosphere of holiness and Torah
that isn't easy to replicate.)

The Beis Yisrael replied, "I say that
a Yid who walks down Yaffo Street,
and guards his eyes, is greater than
those tzaddikim who were up all

night studying Torah."

It is written, íéîéäù äéä äî øîàú ìà
úìàù äîëçî àì éë äìàî íéáåè åéä íéðåàùøä
äæ ìò, "Don’t ask, 'what happened
that the past days were better than
the present?' because you are not
asking this question from wisdom"

(Kehelos7:10).

The Beis Avraham of Slonim zy"a
said this passuk by his tisch, one
Friday night in Teveria, and in a
fiery voice, he explained, "It is
wrong to say that there used to be
tzaddikim and today there are no
more, because when a Yid walks on
the street and guards his eyes, he is
almost like the tzaddikim of old."

A few minutes later, the rebbe said
this same explanation again, only
this time he added that those who
guard their eyes arejust like the
tzaddikim of the past. The rebbe
repeated this idea a third time, and
in a fiery voice he shouted, "When
one walks in the street and guards
his eyes, he isgreater than the

tzaddikim of the past."
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It is definitely a difficult task to
watch one's eyes perfectly. However,
we must know that every time you
guard your eyes – even for a short
time – you are doing something
great for Hashem, because all our
deeds, the large and the small, are

precious to Hashem.

It is written (in this week's
parashah), àì 'ãì åáéø÷ú øùà äçðîä ìë
åøéè÷ú àì ...øåàù ìë éë õîç äùòú, "Every
minchah that you sacrifice to
Hashem may not be from
chametz…" (2:11). The letters ofõîç
and äöî are almost the same, aside
from the ç and ä. So the difference
is a small drop of ink, which would
close theä. This teaches us that a
small drop can make all the
difference. The deeds that we do
may seem insignificant to us, but

they are very special to Hashem.

In the megillah, Mordechai is called
Mordechai HaYehudi (Mordechai
the Yid). Mordechai is often called
Mordechai HaTzaddik, but in the

megillah, he is called Mordechai
HaYehudi. This reminds us that our
special quality is that we are yidden.
Even when one isn't yet a tzaddik,
the fact that he is a yid already

makes him special.

Amaleik wants people to feel lowly
and unworthy. As it says,ìë êá áðæéå
êéøçà íéìùçðä, "He attacked… all the
weak…" (Devarim 25:18). Rashi
writes, "They were weak because of
their sins, and the clouds spit them
out." The Baal Shem Tov said that
Amaleik causes people to forget.
People forget that they are Yidden,
and that their Torah,tefillah, and
mitzvos are beloved by Hashem.
Instead, Amaleik helps people
remember their sins. He goes over to
people and says, "You are sinful and
lowly, therefore, you may as well
join my camp… "We erase
Amaleik's memory with the
recognition of who we are, and with
the awareness that our deeds are

beloved to Hashem.7777

because Haman knew that a tefillah with joy is very powerful. Therefore, Haman
delayed telling Mordechai that Achashveirosh commanded him to honor him
through the streets of Shushan, so he wouldn’t pray with joy. ..
7. The Beis Yisrael zy"a said that within the word Amaleik is the Yiddish word,

אמאל (sometimes). This implies, אראפ עהם  איך לייג אמאל  און אראפ , מיר ער לייגט אמאל

(sometimes the yetzer hara wins the battle, and sometimes I win). The main thing
is to remember that regardless of what happened, we can stand up and fight again.
This attitude destroys Amaleik.
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NoNoNoNo WorriesWorriesWorriesWorries

A child became insane; He thought
he was a mouse. He told everyone,
"I am just a rat. A creepy, hated
rodent" and he believed that this was
true. When his hallucinations
became more severe, he was

hospitalized in an asylum.

There was one psychologist in the
ward who sincerely cared for the
boy, and wanted to cure him. He
said, "Repeat this over and over, 'I
am not a mouse. I am not a rat. I'm
a human being.'"
He did this, and soon he was sane
again. The director of the asylum
asked him, "Who are you?"
"I'm a human being! I'm not a
mouse! I'm not a mouse!" So he

allowed him to return home.

His parents came to pick him up.
They were walking with their son
towards the car, when suddenly the
boy became frantic and hid behind
a tree. "What's the matter?" his

parents asked.

"There is a large, yellow cat, sitting
under our car," the boy said,
shivering in fear.
"But you're not a mouse anymore.
You know that. You've been
healed."
"I know that I'm not a mouse, but

does the cat know it?"

We tell this story because we also

suffer from phobias over matters that
don’t exist. Often, this is related to
money matters (though, not
exclusively). People are worried how
they will have the money that they
need in the future, but in the end
they always manage. Hashem always
helps them. Then they see that they
were worried over something that
didn't really exist. So are we so
different than the boy who was
afraid of the cat? We are afraid; we
think that something terrible will
happen, but Hashem is taking care
of us. There's no reason to worry.

A cheder once took the children to
an amusement park. Many of the
children took a ride through the
frightening ‘Spooky House.’ They
saw the glowing faces of wild
animals and witches glaring at them
in the dark, and they heard the
petrifying shrills. They were all
frightened, but that was all part of

the fun.

One child was especially frantic.
When a large stack of barrels began
to fall, he was certain that it was
real, and he panicked. When the car
that he was in nearly crashed, he
was petrified again. When he came
out, he was white and his hairs were
standing up. We know that his hairs
were standing upbecause hiskappel
(head-cover) fell off in the middle of

the ride from ducking so often.
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The child began to cry.

“What’s the matter,” the person
manning the site, asked.

“I dropped my hat.”

“So what’s the problem, go back
inside and get it.”
“I’m not going back in there again.”

“Come with me,” the adult said. He
turned on the light switch. When the
lights were on, the child saw that
there was nothing to be afraid of. It
was just some colorful painted

pieces of cardboard.

Let us too, realize that there is
nothing to fear. We should turn on
the lights of emunah, and recognize
that there is absolutely no reason to

be afraid.

Reb Yisroel one of the directors of
Leiv Shomeia (a telephone-hotline
service for yeshiva students) told me

the following story:

Once a father called the hotline, and
told the therapist who answered the
phone the hardship that he was
enduring. He said, "I have several
children who have reached
marriagable age. I want to marry
them off in order of age, and it is
taking my eldest son a long time to

get engaged.

"Baruch Hashem, things began to
move in the right direction. We were

just about ready to finalize a
shidduch. But then, my son broke
one of the firm rules of his yeshiva.
He didn’t do something drastic, but
the yeshiva is very strict with this
matter, and therosh yeshiva is ready
to expel my son.
“If the girl's family hears that he was
expelled, it will ruin theshidduch. I
am very concerned, since the girl’s
brother also studies in this yeshiva.”

The therapist promised that he
would try to help. He called Reb
Yisroel and the director spoke with
the rosh yeshiva. He explained to
the rosh yeshiva that expelling the
boy now could ruin theshidduch.

The rosh yeshiva explained, "The
rules of the yeshiva need to be
upheld. Otherwise, other students

will do the same…"

Nevertheless, he understood the
urgency of the matter, so he
said,"Come to the yeshiva tomorrow
night, and we will discuss it.
Perhaps we can find a solution, but

it isn't so simple."

Reb Yisroel took the 402 bus, which
goes from Bnei Brak to
Yerushalayim, to attend the meeting.
Next to him on the bus sat a fifty
year old man, who was facing the

window, sleeping.

Reb Yisroel had to make a few
phone calls related to the meeting.
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Using caution, so not to reveal any
identifying details, he made some
phone calls while riding the bus. He
spoke quietly so as not to awaken

his neighbor on the bus.

The person sitting next to him
suddenly turned around, and said,
“Have you never heard ofgezel
sheinah? Blah, blah, blah! Blah,
blah, blah! You don’t stop talking!”

Reb Yisroel was terribly
embarrassed by this man's loud
outburst, and sorry that he woke
him. Reb Yisroel told me that he
was thankful that it was dark in the
bus; otherwise his shame would

have been unbearable.

“I’m really sorry…” Reb Yisroel
began to apologize, but apologizing
was also a mistake, because it only
incited his neighbor to complain and

rant some more.

Reb Yisroel put his phone on
vibration. He would postpone the
other phone calls for when he gets
off the bus. His neighbor turned

around, and went back to sleep.

Reb Yisroel’s phone vibrated. It was
the rosh yeshiva. He felt that he
must answer the phone. In a silent
voice, Reb Yisroel whispered into
the phone, “Hello… Hello…

Hello…”

The rosh yeshiva said, “I understand

that you aren’t able to speak now. I
just wanted to tell you that
everything is taken care of. I spoke
with the bachur, and he promised
that he wouldn’t break this rule
again, and I allowed him back in to
the yeshiva.”
Reb Yisroel rejoiced. His
intervention had paid off. There was
one more phone call that he needed
to make. He should call the father,
to tell him the good news. The bus
was approachingMotzah, at the
outskirts of Yerushalayim, and the
lights of the bus were turned on, so
Reb Yisroel figured that he could
risk placing the call. As he waited
for the father to answer the phone,
Reb Yisroel saw that the person who
sat next to him was also taking out
his phone from his pocket. This
meant that Reb Yisroel could speak

freely on the phone.

Reb Yisroel could hardly contain his
words. As soon as the father picked
up he said, “I spoke with therosh
yeshiva. Your son can return to
yeshiva…"
As Reb Yisroel spoke into the
phone, he heard his voice coming
back to him, because the person who

sat next to him was the father!

The father said, “I don’t believe it.
You were calling people to help my
son, and I shouted at you? How
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could I shout at the person who was
helping me?”

Reb Yisroel said, "Don’t worry
about it. The main thing is the
matter is behind us. Your son can
return to the yeshiva, and the

shidduchcan go on."

The father explained to Reb Yisroel
that he couldn’t sleep the previous
night, because he was so worried
about his son. "I decided that I
would go to the Kosel, to pray for
my son. I was hoping to sleep a little
on the bus. That's why I was so
upset, when I was awoken. But now
that I realize that you were working
for my benefit, I am so ashamed.

How could I have rebuked you?"

This story should remind us not to
complain. Hashem is taking care of
our lives. How can we complain,
when Hashem is working for us? It
should also remind us to live without
worries. Hashem is taking care of us
every step of the way, and there is

nothing to fear.

RaiseRaiseRaiseRaise YourYourYourYour EyesEyesEyesEyes

For many years, Rebbe Yitzchak
Eizek of Kaliv zy"a suffered
tremendous physical pain. (He had
worms under his skin.) His students
asked him why he doesn’t cry and
shout out in pain, and how he
manages to remain happy, despite

his suffering.

He replied, "For the pain that passed,
there is no reason to cry. For the
pain of the future, we believe that
everything is for the good. Only the
present pain remains. The present is
a mere second. Does it make sense

to cry over a second of pain?"

It is surprising, yet true, that people
who suffer are often happier than
those who lead easy, carefree lives.

Rebbe Yisrael of Stolin zy"a (the
'Yanukah') taught this lesson. He
said, "There are simple, regular
people who are happy, despite their
suffering and hardships. However, it
is rare to find even a tzaddik who
has an easy life, and isb'simchah."

The explanation for this
phenomenum is that the hardships
they endure forces them to focus on
the good, and to work on being

happy.

Also, their difficult situation directs
them to remember Hashem, because
they realize that only Hashem can
help them. Thinking about, and
having a connection with Hashem, is
the greatest happiness. That is how
and why those who suffer,lo aleinu,

are able to be happy.

In contrast, those who have easy,
carefree lives, tend to forget about
Hashem. They forget that they need
Hashem for all their needs, because
everything is going well for them.



TorahTorahTorahTorah WellspringsWellspringsWellspringsWellsprings ---- VayikraVayikraVayikraVayikra ---- PurimPurimPurimPurim 13131313

The hardships that the Yidden
endured, during the days of
Mordechai and Esther, caused them
to turn to Hashem, and this brought

about their salvation.

The gemara tells us that Haman was
very happy when hisgorel (lottery)
fell on Adar, because Moshe
Rabbeinu wasniftar in Adar. But he
didn’t know that Moshe was also

born in Adar. (Megilah 13:)

The Maharal explains that Haman
was happy when hisgorel fell on the
same month that Moshe Rabbeinu
died, because he thought that this
indicates that the Jewish people can

also be destroyed in this month.

As the Maharal writes, “Everything
has a time period, for how long it
will endure. Haman drew lots to
discover the termination date of the
Jewish nation, and it came out in
the month that Moshe Rabbeinu was
niftar. He was happy, because he
thought that this meant that Klal
Yisrael's existence would also
expire in Adar. He thought that

Adar, the last month of the year,
denotes,chas veshalom, the end of

the Jewish people.”

What was Haman’s error? He didn’t
know that when Yidden feel
hopeless, they turn to Hashem, and
when that happens, they are
immediately granted a new

beginning.

The gemara (Megilah 15) tells that
Esther invited Haman to join them at
her party with Achashveirosh
because she wanted "The Yidden
shouldn’t say, 'We have a sister in
the palace.'" Esther wanted the
Jewish people to lose hope in her,
and place their trust in Hashem,
because only this could bring about

their salvation.8888

RecognizingRecognizingRecognizingRecognizing HashemHashemHashemHashem throughthroughthroughthrough thethethethe GoodGoodGoodGood

There was a person who desired
fame. He wanted to be in the
newspapers, and that people should
speak about him. So he went to the
roof of a tall building, and began
throwing down hundred dollar bills.
Everyone scattered to catch the

8. The midrash says, "You [the Jewish nation] cried, אב  ואין היינו  ,יתומים  'we are
like orphans, who don’t have a father' (Eichah 5:3). Therefore, your redeemer

will be someone who doesn’t have a father or mother." The midrash is referring to
Esther, who was an orphan. As it says,ואם אב לה אין כי (Esther 2:7).
The Maharal explains that the midrash is implying that when we felt helpless, like
orphans, we were saved. Because when the Jewish nation feels vulnerable and
helpless like an orphan, they turn their eyes to their father in heaven, and that
leads to their salvation.
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money, but no one looked up to see
who was throwing the money down.

So he decided to try another tactic.
He went on the roof, and this time
he threw stones. Everyone looked up

to see who the culprit was.

This describes the tendency of
people. They look up to heaven
when they have hardships. When
goodness occurs, they take it for

granted and they forget Hashem.

We should train ourselves to
recognize Hashem through the good.

Hashem told Moshe Rabbeinu,
"You will see My back; you will
not see My face" (Shmos 33:23).
The Koznitzer Magid zt"l explains
that we can read these words as
a question. Hashem is asking,
"Why do people only see Me from
My back (when hardships occur).
Why can’t they recognize Me,
when I shine My face (My

kindness) on them?"

A chassid of Rebbe Asher of Stolin
zy"a went to sleep one night, and
didn’t wake up in the morning. His
friends were shocked. "He didn’t
seem ill," they said. "He was healthy
and well, and now he isn't alive…"

Rebbe Asher told them, "Are you
surprised that he died? I am even
more surprised when I see people
going to sleep at night and they

awaken in the morning. Hashem,
with His chessed, wondrously
returns each person's neshamah
every morning."
We shouldn’t take anything for
granted. Everything we have is
Hashem's kindness, and we should

recognize Hashem through them.

The gemara says, "Come and see
how beloved the Jewish people are
to Hakadosh Baruch Hu. Wherever
they go to exile, theShechinahgoes
with them. They were exiled to
Egypt, and theShechinahwent with
them… They were exiled to Baval,
and theShechinahwas with them…
Even when they will be redeemed,
the Shechinahwill be with them…"

(Megilah 29.)

The last words of this gemara is
very difficult to understand. Isn't it
obvious that when we will be
redeemed [in the era of Moshiach]
that theShechinahwill be with us?

We can answer that when times are
hard (such as the exiles of Egypt,
Baval, etc.) people turn to Hashem
and therefore theShechinahis with
them. But when times are good,
people tend to forget Hashem. The
gemara therefore tells us that in the
era of Moshiach, theShechinahwill
still be with them, because in the era
of Moshiach, we will recognize
Hashem from the good. We will not
needtzarosto remind us of Hashem.
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We are recipients of so much
kindness from Hashem, and Hashem
wants us to recognize them and
praise Him for them. This is a
prominent aspect ofavodasHashem:
to recognize, praise and be happy
with all the kindness Hashem gives
us, and not to take anything for
granted. We should therefore focus
on all thechesedthat Hashem gives
us, and realize that they are divine

gifts from Hashem.

Purim'sPurim'sPurim'sPurim's LessonLessonLessonLesson

The Ramban (end ofparashas Bo)
writes: “People were confused in
emunah: Some didn’t believe that
Hashem created the world. Others
said that Hashem [created the world,
but He] doesn’t know what is
happening in it…. Others said that
Hashem knows everything, but they
didn’t believe that He leads it with
his hashgachah pratis."
The miracles ofyetzias Mitzrayim

disproved all these false ideas.

However, some people still remained
confused. They said, “It is true that
by yetzias Mitzrayim, Hashem led
the world with hashgahah pratis.
That was obviously seen from the
miracles that occurred. But how can
I know that even now, when
Hashem's presence is concealed, that
He is still leading the world, and is

performing miracles for us?"

For that we have the miracles of
Purim.

The Purim miracles show us that
even when the world seems to be
run by the forces of nature,
Hashem leads it, and performs

miracles for us.

That is the reason Chazal tell us to
be happy in Adar (and they didn’t
tell us to be happy in Nissan). The
miracles of Nissan were greater, but
we have more joy in Adar, because
that's when we become aware that
Hashem is with us even today, in

our present situation.

The Chidushei HaRim used to say:
Imagine what happened in abeis
medreshin Shushan, when someone
came in and excitedly said, "Did
you hear what happened? Vashti

was killed!"

No one would be interested. "What
does that have to do with the
gemara we are learning?" they

would tell him.

Later, when the newsbearer would
say that Bigsan and Seresh were
killed, or that Esther became the
queen, and other reports, the people
of the beis medreshwould think his
words are devarim beteilim (idle,
unnecessary speech). But in
retrospect, we discover how each
news item was a part of the great
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miracle that Hashem performed. The
same thing occurs today. We don’t
know the reasons for everything that
is happening in the world, but there
will come a time when we will look
back and see how Hashem was

leading us in wondrous ways.

The Kedushas Levi (kedushah
rishonah) asks: Why isn’t Hashem’s
name mentioned throughout the
entire megilah? Isn’t it surprising
that Hashem’s name is concealed?
But this is because Hashem was
concealed throughout the miracle.
Everything seemed natural and
standard. However, when one reads
“between the lines” he sees that
Hashem was there, coordinating

everything in just the right way.

Every aspect of the miracle can be
explained according to the rules of
nature: Achashveirosh killed Vashti,
because she rebuked and shamed
him. This can be understood
rationally, and logically. Esther took
her place – but that is also a natural
event. She was the most beautiful
woman at the time, so she filled the
place where Vashti once stood.
When she revealed her nationality to
Achashveirosh, and that Haman
wanted to kill her and her entire
nation, Achashveirosh amended the
decree. This can also be explained
rationally, since it is natural that a

husband wants to please his wife.
Achashveirosh bestowed a lot of
honor onto Mordechai, but this is
logical too, since Mordechai saved
his life. However, when we take a
look at the culmination of all these
events, we can clearly see Hashem’s
guiding Hand andhashgachah. This
is the lesson of Purim; to know that
even when life seems to be ordinary
and the events seem to be natural,
even then, Hashem is the one Who
is pulling the strings; things are not

happening on their own.

People who live in walled cities
(such as Yerushalayim) read the
megilah on the 15th of Adar. All
other cities read themegilah on

the 14th.

What is the halachah for someone
from Yerushalayim who will be in
Bnei Brak on the 14th of Adar?
Which day should he read the
megilah? The gemara (Megilah 19)
teaches, æåøô àø÷ð åîåé ïá æåøô. One
adapts the laws of the place where

he happens to beon that day.

Concerning Yom Tov, the halachah
is different. If someone fromchutz
le'aretz travels to Eretz Yisrael for
Yom Tov, he keeps two days Yom
Tov, just as he would in his
hometown. Why then on Purim,
does one adapt the laws of the city

where he is?
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The answer is, the message of Purim
is that nothing happens by chance.
Everything is pre-destined and
planned by Hashem. Therefore, if
someone is in Bnei Brak, or if
another person is in Yerushalayim,
he knows that it isn't by accident,
and therefore he acquires the laws of

the place where he is.9999

WhereWhereWhereWhere thethethethe WealthyWealthyWealthyWealthy InvestInvestInvestInvest

There was an ignorant man who
only came to the beis medresh
once a year, forKol Nidrei. The
gabai stood on the bimah, and
announced, "psichas ha'aron, one
hundred dollars." (The honor of
opening the aron kodesh for Kol
Nidrei is being auctioned, starting

at one hundred dollars).

A wealthy person raised the price,
another wealthy person bid even
higher. The ignorant man joined the

bidding, and in the end, he bought it
for two thousand dollars.

The gabai told this man to go to the
aron kodesh, to open it. He went
there, confused. He didn’t know
what he was supposed to do.
The gabai waved his hand,
indicating that he should open the
poreches (curtain). The man did
this, but he didn’t know what to do
next. There were doors. What should
he do now? Thegabai told him to
open the doors. He needed guidance

for each step.

Afterwards, thegabai asked him, "If
you don’t know what psichas
ha'aron is all about, why did you bid
for it? And why did you pay two
thousand dollars for it?"
The man replied, "My father told
me, 'When you see the wealthy are
investing in something, invest there
as well.' I saw that the wealthy

9. The fact that where a person is, is destined from heaven is also seen in the
megilah. As the Alshich and other meforshim explain, Haman arrived to

Achashveirosh's palace just at the right time. (See Megilah [6:4] when Haman
came to tell Achashveirosh that he wants to hang Mordechai). If he would come
a minute earlier, he would have heard that they were speaking about Mordechai,
and he wouldn’t advise the king to honor him so. If he would come a minute later,
someone else would have given advice on how to honor Mordechai, and Haman
wouldn’t have lead Mordechai through the streets.
Whenever the Vilna Gaon zt"l sought to strengthen his emunah, he would study
Megilas Esther. He would do this any month of the year (not only in Adar).
Because the Megilas Esther reveals Hashem's hidden presence and providence in
the world.
Literally, Megilas Esther can mean, "Revealing the Concealed."
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people of thebeis medreshwanted
pesichus ha'aron, so I understood

that it is worth the price."

Tzaddikim in all generations
invested in Purim. It was important

for them that their Purim should be
good, happy, uplifting, and spiritual.
They are the (spiritually) wealthy
people of our nation. If they invested
in Purim, we we should invest in

Purim as well.10101010

10. On Purim, all our requests can be fulfilled. It states, "Haman came to tell the
king to hang Mordechai" (6:4). The Sheim MiShmuel asks, why does it say,

למלך  לאמר "to tell the king [to hang Mordechai]"? Wouldn’t it be more proper to write,
מהמלך  ,לבקש "To request from the king"?
Chazal tell us that Haman was greater and more powerful than Achashveirosh.
Therefore, Haman had the ability to say to the king, and Achashveirosh would feel
that he must agree.
The Sheim Mishmuel teaches us that this hints to the power of prayer that every
Yid has on Purim. He has the power, keviyachol, למלך  ,לאמר to tell the King of the
world his requests, and Hashem will fulfill them.
It is written,אלקים יראת מושל  צדיק (II Shmuel 23) and the gemara (Moed Kattan 16)
explains, "Hashem says, who rules over Me? A tzaddik does. Because I make the
decrees, and he annuls them."
On Purim, everyone is given this ability. All our requests are fulfilled. This is one
of the reasons it is wise indeed to invest in Purim.
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