
בס״ד

PIRCHEI 
Agudas Yisroel of America

March 18, 2017 - כ' אדר, תשע"ז - Vol: 4 Issue: 20

פרשה: כי תשא - מפטיר: פרה )במדבר יט:א-כב( הפטרה: ...בן אדם בית ישראל... )יחזקאל לו:טז-לח(

דף יומי: בבא בתרא נ״ה      מצות עשה: 4   מצות לא תעשה: 5

   משיב הרוח ומוריד הגשם - ותן טל ומטר

משנכנס אדר מרבים בשמחה!

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required ַעל ִּפי ַהָלָכה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.

This week's Pirchei Weekly is sponsored

R’ Shimon Schwab once spent some 
time in Denver visiting his son R’ Myer, 

the dean of the city’s Bais Yaakov.

R’ Shimon insisted, explaining that he wanted 
to also have a share in this Kiddush Hashem.

When R’ Myer came home he returned with 
two suits and gave the change to his father.

My son, as you know, I 
have severe difficulty walking. 
Could you please take this $20 
and pick up my suits from the 

cleaners?

Myer, you gave 
me far too much 

change - the cleaner 
must have charged you 

for only one suit!

Papa, you are 
right! Bli neder, 
first thing in the 
morning I’ll go 
back and return 
the extra money.

Myer, I apologize for the 
inconvenience, but it should 

not wait until tomorrow. Can 
we go right now? And I want 

to come along!

Papa, of course... but 
isn’t it better to stay 
home, because of the 

difficulty walking?

Myer, please park 
the car in front of the 
cleaners, and explain 

to the proprietor that I 
would have come myself 

but I have difficulty 
walking...

Papa, of 
course... this 
is my special 

zechus!

י”ד אדר א‘  1995 - 1908  5755 - 5669

 in Frankfurt-am-Main, Germany. He learned חנה and ר׳ יהּודה was born to זצ״ל Schwab ר׳ שמעֹון
at Telz and Mir before becoming דין in Darmstadt. He married Recha Froehlich in 1931. In 
1933, he became the רב in the district of Ichenhausen in Bavaria. Escaping Nazi Germany in 
1936, R’ Schwab served as רב in Baltimore, and founded the Bais Yaakov School for Girls 
of Baltimore. In 1958, he joined R’  Joseph Breuer ל ״ צ ז ,  serving as ב ר  of
,A prolific writer, his magnum opus .פטירה where he served until his ,קהל עדת יׁשּורּון
 Rav Schwab on Prayer, edited posthumously) עּיּון תפלה ,Selected Writings ,מעין בית הׁשֹואבה
by ר׳ משה, his eldest son), and more reflect his original thinking, practical השקפה and 

historical genius.

R’ Myer told the proprietor what his father had 
instructed him to say and pointed to his father in the car. I know! My father is a Rabbi, 

and to him the matter of having 
money in his possession that did not 
belong to him needed to be rectified 

right away. It could not wait till 
tomorrow!

Thank you so much 
for returning the money, but, Rabbi, 

you and your elderly father shouldn’t 
have made a special trip for this! 

You could have brought the money 
tomorrow.
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

א ֶאת רֺאׁש  שָּׂ י תִּ מֹות ל:יב(… כִּ )ׁשְׁ  
When you take a census [literally—when you raise the head]     
Why did the ה ַלל  choose to describe the counting of ּתֹורָּׂ כְׁ

ֵאל רָּׂ שְׁ א ֶאת רֺאׁש with the unusual expression יִּ שָּׂ י תִּ  when you raise the ,כִּ
head? Even more puzzling is the teaching of ֲחַז״ל in א רָּׂ א ַבתְׁ בָּׂ ָאַמר ,(י:) בָּׂ
א שָּׂ י תִּ כִּ ֵאל ָאַמר לֹו בְׁ רָּׂ שְׁ רּום ֶקֶרן יִּ ֵני ד׳ רבש״ע ַבֶמה ּתָּׂ פְׁ  said ֺמֶׁשה — ֺמֶׁשה לִּ
before ד׳, ‘Master of the Universe, how will the pride of ֵאל רָּׂ שְׁ  be יִּ
raised?’ To this ד׳ replied, ‘With א שָּׂ י תִּ  In the context of the other ’.כִּ
teachings of the א רָּׂ מָּׂ  it means that the pride of the Jews can best be ,גְׁ
elevated by their giving ה קָּׂ דָּׂ  give His answer with the ד׳ Why did .צְׁ
beginning of the סּוק א ,פָּׂ שָּׂ י תִּ ה when He was referring to ,כִּ קָּׂ דָּׂ  which ,צְׁ
is the ה וָּׂ צְׁ סּוק in the middle of the מִּ ׁשֹו ,פָּׂ יׁש ֺכֶפר ַנפְׁ נּו אִּ תְׁ נָּׂ  every man — וְׁ
shall give ד׳ an atonement for his soul? 
 R' Moshe Feinstein ַזַצ״ל offers the following explanation. 
People sometimes try to justify themselves for not putting any extra 
effort into their ה  with the claim that they are just ,ד׳ service to ,ֲעבֹודָּׂ
not on such a high level. They say that they do not really have the 
brain power needed to be able to learn properly, and see themselves 
as inadequately fulfilling the ֹות צְׁ  that they do. They think that it מִּ
would be displaying arrogance to try to learn too much or do ֹות צְׁ  in a מִּ
proper manner. This false humility is nothing more than a ploy of the 
ע רָּׂ ה to keep people from learning ֵיֶצר הָּׂ ֹות and fulfilling ּתֹורָּׂ צְׁ  .מִּ
 To counter this strategy, the ה  comes and tells us, Lift up ּתֹורָּׂ
your head and be counted along with everybody else! You count as 

one person, one Jew; you must contribute equally to the ‘ֵאל רָּׂ שְׁ ַלל יִּ  כְׁ
offerings fund,’ just like the biggest יק ם and the biggest ַצדִּ כָּׂ יד חָּׂ מִּ  .ַּתלְׁ
Therefore, just like anyone else, you are expected to do as much as 
you are capable of — no less and no more. Do not be so humble as to 
think your abilities are less than they are. All you need to grow in ה  ּתֹורָּׂ
and ֹות צְׁ  is a willingness to work and a burning desire to improve מִּ
yourself. With these alone, you can become great, in accordance with 
your unique nature and abilities. 
 Thus, when ד׳ wished to count ֵאל רָּׂ שְׁ ֵני יִּ  He did it in a way ,בְׁ
that would make each person feel uplifted by the counting. This is the 
deeper message of the words א שָּׂ י תִּ  .כִּ
 The ה וָּׂ צְׁ נֹות of contributing to the fund for the מִּ בָּׂ רְׁ ַלל  of קָּׂ כְׁ
ֵאל רָּׂ שְׁ  also had a secondary purpose. It would make everyone feel יִּ
equal in donating for the service of ד׳. This would make it easier for 
anyone to see himself as just as important to ד׳ as the greatest ים יקִּ  .ַצדִּ
Each of us must maximize our potential and undertake to put effort 
into ה ֹות and ּתֹורָּׂ צְׁ  to achieve as much as we can, for everything מִּ
depends on us alone. As the נָּׂה ׁשְׁ ה  :teaches(ָאבֹות ב:כא) מִּ אכָּׂ לָּׂ ֶליָך ַהמְׁ לֺא עָּׂ
ֶמנָּׂה ֵטל מִּ בָּׂ הִּ ין לְׁ ה ֶבן חֹורִּ לֺא ַאּתָּׂ מֹור וְׁ גְׁ  You are not required to complete — לִּ
the task [to learn the entire ה  but you are also not free to allow ,[ּתֹורָּׂ
yourself to ignore the work that you could do [ and let your potential be 
wasted!]. 

Adapted from: Darash Moshe (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

ר׳ ַאְבָרָהם  was born in Chicago, IL, to ַזַצ״ל Helberg ר׳ ָדִוד
 At the age of 11, he .(née Bodenstein) ִזיסל and ַאִביְגדֹור
went to learn in Telz, where he became close to  ר׳ ֶאְלָי׳ ֵמִאיר

 after his ר׳ ָדִוד who became like a father to ,ר׳ מָאטל ַכ״ץ ַזַצ״ל and ּבלָאְך ַזַצ״ל
parents’ ְפִטיָרה while he was still a ָּבחּור. In 1960, he married ִצְבָיה (née 
Safier) and became a ֶרִּבי in ר׳ טַײץ’s ְיִשיָבה. Their home was legendary for its 
 ְקִהָלה in 1970, serving his ַקַהל ֵּבית אַײִזיק ְצִבי of ָרב He became .ַהְכָנַסת אֹוְרִחים
with exceptional devotion until his ְפִטיָרה. His inspiring ְדָרשֹות and ִשעּוִרים, 
brimming with ֱאֶמת and fiery enthusiasm for ד׳'s ּתֹוָרה, were full of warmth 
and love for his ִמְתַפְלִלים. Wherever he went, ר׳ ָדִוד built individuals, 
families, ּתֹוָרה and ִײדישקַײט. 

 כ׳ אדר
5693 — 5771 
1933 — 2011 

 R' Dovid Helberg ַזַצ״ל was a master of the 
Telzer ִהְתַנֲהגּות (hallmarks) of ְמנּוַחת ַהֶנֶפׁש 
(being calm), ֵסֶדר (orderliness),  ֲחִׁשיבּות
 total ,ְמִסירּות ֶנֶפׁש valuing time and ,ַהְזַמן
dedication, for ּתֹוָרה and ָמסֹוָרה. Together 
with these regal traits and his deep  ַאֲהַבת
 he was able to influence many ִיְשָרֵאל
individuals through his heart and  ִיְרַאת
 without even saying a word. As one ָׁשַמִים
woman said, “I started wearing a sheitel, not 
because he told me, but only because he didn’t tell me 
to… but I knew this would make him happy!” 

In honor of Simcha Schron's bar mitzvah

TorahThoughts



What a WeddingLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

Chofetz ChaimMoment

לע״נ ר׳ משה בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

)ְׁשמֹות ל:יב(… ְוָנְתנּו ִאיׁש כֶֺּפר ַנְפׁשֹו לה׳ …   
…every man shall give his personal redemption to הקב״ה … 
 The ַבַעל ַהטּוִרים notes that the word ְוָנְתנּו, which is spelled 
with the letters נ ,ת ,נ ,ו and ו, is a palindrome; it reads the same both 
backwards and forwards. This is to teach us that whatever a person 
donates to ְצָדָקה will ultimately be returned to him; one never loses 
by giving charity. If this is true regarding giving away money, then all 
the more so when one gives of himself in an act of ֶחֶסד. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞  
 As     the     Grossman     children,     grandchildren     and 
great-grandchildren surrounded their beloved Bubby and Zaidy at the 
celebration   of   their  60th   wedding   anniversary,   one   grandchild 
marveled that this wonderful couple had been fortunate enough to be 
together for so many years, and have such beautiful ַנַחת. Upon 
hearing   this,   the   elderly   couple   smiled   at   each   other   and 
Zaidy Grossman began to recount their incredible tale of  ַהְׁשָגָחה
 .ְפָרִטית
 The preparations for the wedding had taken months, and 
all had been arranged just so. In the city of ְירּוָׁשַלִים weddings were 
quite simple, but that did not diminish the anticipation of this most 
special day. For the ַכָלה, Baila Goldberg, it would be truly memorable. 
 ,had not gone smoothly for Baila. More than once ִׁשידּוִכים 
she thought she would be marrying one young man or another, and 
then either he or she would decide it was not a match. The years of 
frustration  made  it  all  the  more  satisfying  when  she  finally  did 
become a ַכָלה. 
 The approaching wedding brought along with it many tasks 
to be accomplished and many responsibilities, but the months of 
waiting finally came to an end. Baila arrived at the Bnos Yerushalayim 
wedding hall very early, and soon afterwards the ָחָתן arrived. He 
appeared to be nervous but sat down at the ַקָבַלת ָפִנים and tried to 
calm  down.  Many  of  the  guests  arrived  and  were  enjoying  the 
festivities. However, as the חּוָפה was about to begin, it became 

apparent that the ָחָתן was nowhere to be found. 
 His parents began to nervously explain to the ַכָלה’s parents 
— feeling responsible for this terrible turn of events, but not knowing 
what to do — that he had come to them terribly distraught, saying he 
did  not  want  to  go  through  with  the  wedding.  They  had  tried  
to convince him not to leave, but all of their efforts were in vain, as 
were the efforts of his friends. Moshe’s mind was made up and he 
refused to reconsider. He just did not think he could marry this girl. 
The impending disaster was still being kept quiet, but it was only a 
matter of time before the ַכָלה heard the devastating news. Everyone 
tried to think of a way to break the news to her, but no one seemed 
to have a good idea of how to go about it. 
 R' Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld, the ָרב of ְירּוָׁשַלִים, who was 
present, was immediately informed of the crisis. The ָרב 
inconspicuously slipped outside to where the ָחָתן’s friends had 
gathered and were already discussing what had happened. They were 
at a loss as to what to do next. 
 “Who wants a guarantee for a long life and ַנַחת from all of 
your children and grandchildren?” All the boys looked up. They were 
surprised to see the venerated ָרב standing there. “Anyone who is 
willing to marry this girl and prevent her from suffering the shame 
that  she  will  incur  from  this  most  embarrassing  incident  will  be 
guaranteed a wonderful long life with unlimited ַנַחת.” One by one, 
the  young  men,  although  impressed  and  tempted  by  the  offer, 
declined, but one boy was willing. Quickly, his parents were asked 
and,  with  their  consent,  he  spent  a  few  moments  with  Baila.  
Her initial shock caused her to hesitate, but she finally consented. 
 And so they got married. 
 It is [at least] 60years later and their children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren smile and are forever grateful that their 
Zaidy’s unusual display of ֶחֶסד allowed for their Bubby and Zaidy to 
meet, get married and spend a long and happy life together. 

Adapted from: Touched by a Story (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 ספר ח״ח הלכות רכילות כלל א׳ סעיף ח׳
*Everyone expected Moshe to get the highest honor for his ֶחֶסד activities. He 
had just created a project: ‘Adopt-a-hurricane-family-for-a-month.’ Each boy 
collected for one month for one family. Levi had overheard the ִיים  ֶרבֵּ
discussing the winner. Most agreed Moshe should win, but one ֶרִבי disagreed 
in a loud voice. The principal named Chaim as the grand winner for his ‘5-
minute-a-חֹוֶלה’ project, for which each boy had to call or visit a sick person for 
5 minutes a week. Levi went to pacify Moshe. 
Was Levi allowed to share this information to pacify Moshe?  
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations. 

Answer: The ִאּסּור of ְרִכילּות is transgressed even with hinting, even if the purpose is to 
pacify someone.  The more appropriate way for Levi to pacify Moshe would be to 
explain that many friends viewed his project as the best one of the year, and it must 
have been a very close call.  

 Some have the ִמְנָהג to refrain from eating ַמָצה from  רֹאׁש
 while others are even more stringent, and do not ,ֹחֶדׁש ִניָסן
eat ַמָצה beginning thirty days before ֶפַסח (i.e., from פּוִרים). 

 There is a special ִמְנָהג in ְכַלל ִיְשָרֵאל to collect and 
distribute ָמעֹות ִחִטים — funds to help the less fortunate 
buy food for ֶפַסח.  

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings
R' Dovid Helberg ַזַצ״ל suffered from poor health for his final 
twenty-three years of life. Every time he suffered another level of 
complication it was an opportunity to become closer to ד׳. He 
was wont to say, “?ל אֹויף ִזיְך יֶעצט  What can I — װָאס קֶען ִאיְך ְמַקבֵּ
accept on myself now? —  ן ן ִיּסּוִרים אּון קײֵּ ס׳ִאיז ִניׁשט פַארַאהן קײֵּ
 ָצרֹות no ,(difficulties) ִיּסּוִרים There are no — ַצַער נָאר ִנְסיֹונֹות
(hardships), only ִנְסיֹונֹות (life tests)!” Among his accomplishments 
were founding a night ל ֶפר ּתֹוָרה having a ,ּכֹולֵּ  written, and סֵּ
establishing  a ַהְכָנַסת ַּכָלה fund.  Source: Hamodia 

UnderstandingDavening
In preparation for ה רָּ ת פָּ שַׁ רָּ  An edited :פָּ

selection of יֹוְצרֹות 
The utterance regarding the Red Cow ּה …ִאְמרָּ  

The teachings that clarify the laws of the  ה רָּ פָּ
ה  are well explained, and its (red heifer) ֲאדּומָּ
כֹות  are similar, yet different*, from the ֲהלָּ
laws of ה ה ֲערּופָּ כֹות Its .ֶעְגלָּ  require 7 times ֲהלָּ
sevenfold care, 7 sprinklings and 7 dippings of 
the כֵֹּהן’s finger in its blood, 7 washings of the 
 s clothing, 7 cows brought throughout’כֵֹּהן
Jewish history and 7 pure כֲֹּהִנים participated 
and became impure in the service. The 
unblemished elders of the ַסְנֶהְדִרין checked 
the cow thoroughly to be sure it had no 
blemish. It must be as perfect in its redness as 
it is free of blemish. The כֵֹּהן גָּדֹול used his 
personal wealth to construct a ramp on which 
to lead the ה ה ֲאדּומָּ רָּ  that is able to atone for פָּ
the sins of a fine nation. His aides 
accompanied him to ַהר ַהֵזיִתים. He rushed to 
immerse himself a 2nd time to refute the false 
teachings of the ְצדֹוִקים. Without delay, he 
built up the wood for the fire. Standing to the 
east, facing west, he slaughtered the cow, but 
did not use all its blood. He lit the wood, and 
opposite the Iron Gate he sprinkled blood 7 
times. He asked everyone as he lifted each 
item, “Is this cedar?”, and so on. The ashes 
were divided into 3 parts. Each shift took a 
portion. A part was kept for safekeeping until 
 .will resuscitate those buried ד׳
*The ה ה ֲערּופָּ  which atones for the murder of a ,ֶעְגלָּ
defenseless traveler, must be in its 3rd year; the ה ה ֲאדּומָּ רָּ  פָּ
must be in its 1st or 2nd year. Both must not have done work. 

We are pleased to inform our readership 
that the 3rd Annual International Pirchei  ַנִים שְׁ
ּגּום ֶאָחד ַתרְׁ ָרא וְׁ  Contest was an (שובבי"ם) ִמקְׁ
amazing success with over 470 participants 
from across the nation and around the 
world.  
 And the winners are …  
 ,Ari Wind, Yeshiva of South Shore — שמות
Woodmere,NY; וארא — Moshe Gelb, Yeshiva 
Ahavas Torah, Brooklyn, NY; בא — Yossie 
Atlas,    Torah    Institute    of    Baltimore, 
Baltimore, MD; בשלח — Dovi Lerner, Yeshiva 
Ahavas Torah, Brooklyn, NY; יתרו — Gedalya 
Charish, Yeshiva Toras Aron, Lakewood, NJ; 
 Mendel Kurinets, Mirrer Yeshiva — משפטים
Ketana, Brooklyn, NY. 
Grand Prize of a beautiful set of  ָראֹות ִמקְׁ
דֹולֹות חּוָמִשים  ,goes to: Yoni Zeiger, Grade 5 ּגְׁ

Torah Institute of Baltimore. 

Dear Talmid, 
 In 1933, Chicago was no 
easy environment in which to 
raise an Orthodox Jewish family. 
ת בָּ  was rampant and ִחּלּול שַׁ
assimilation    prevailed.    The 
Helbergs and Bodensteins, two 
Orthodox Jewish families, lived 
side by side in attached houses. 
The primary pillars of both these 
families' homes were ת ֶנֶפש  ְמִסירַׁ
for ה  This was .ִמְצֹות and for ּתֹורָּ
the atmosphere that R' Dovid 
Helberg ״ל צַׁ  s parents breathed’זַׁ
every day. 
 R' Dovid’s parents, R' 
Avrohom Avigdor Helberg and 
Zissel (nee Bodenstein), were 
childless for more than 10 years. 
R' Avrohom Avigdor had been 
extremely wealthy and owned 
over 20 apartment buildings, oil 
wells and even his own banks. 
 It is said that when R' 
Moshe Mordechai Epstein ״ל צַׁ  ,זַׁ
the Slabodka ה  stayed in ,רֺאש ְיִשיבָּ
the Helberg home while on a 
fundraising mission in Chicago, R' 
Avrohom Avigdor approached 
him for a ה כָּ  'for children. R ְברָּ
Epstein explained to the couple 
that sometimes it is not possible 
to have both the ה כָּ  of children ְברָּ
and that of wealth; in case this 
was the issue, they should choose 
between the two. The Helbergs 

happily agreed to give up their 
material possessions for children. 
 R' Epstein gave them a 
ה כָּ  and assured them that they ְברָּ
would   be   blessed   with   two 
children that would bring light to 
ֵאל ל ִיְשרָּ  Within a short time .ְכלַׁ
after the visit, R' Helberg began 
to lose money from each of his 
many businesses, but he and his 
wife  were  blessed  with  a 
daughter, ה ה ִאיטָּ רָּ  ,and a son ,שָּ
ִוד  The family has another) .דָּ
version of the story that says that 
this episode happened with R' 
Dan Plotzky ״ל צַׁ ִסיד who was a ,זַׁ  חָּ
and a ק ְלִמיד ֻמְבהָּ  ,ַאְבֵני ֵנֶזר of the ּתַׁ
the first Sochatchover Rebbe.) 
 Indeed, R' Dovid Helberg 
brought light to ֵאל ל ִיְשרָּ  by ְכלַׁ
founding a ֵחֶדר for boys and a 
schools for girls with the goal of 
providing ֺקֶדש ִחּנּוְך ת הַׁ ֳהרַׁ ל ִפי טָּ עַׁ  
for the children of those who 
could not afford to pay tuition.       
 My ְלִמיד  ד׳ when ,ּתַׁ
makes things go "wrong," think 
about R' Avrohom Avigdor as he 
was   losing   his   fortune.   He 
realized that his monetary loss 
was the ְזכּות to have children. ד׳ 
sometimes makes it "appear" 
difficult so that He can give us 
even greater כֹות   !ְברָּ

רּוְך!  ְיִהי ִזְכרֹו בָּ
 ֶרִבי Your                         ,ְבְיִדידּות

Sources: Articles in Yated  and Hamodia 

1. What important lesson do we learn from the fact that ָרֵאל ֵני ִישְּ  בְּ
became frightened to even look at ה  ?s face’ֹמשֶׁ

2. What is the order in which the ּתֹוָרה was transmitted from ה  ֹמשֶׁ
to ָרֵאל ֵני ִישְּ  ?בְּ

1. We learn the great negative power of sin. Before the sin of the ְָּרֵאל ,ֵעגֶׁל ְֵּני ִיש  ב
did not fear even to look at הקב״ה’s Glory (ֶּת ֵאָליו ִּגֶּש ִּיְראּו מ  .(34:30 – ד״ה ַוי

ֶׁה .2 ֶׁה .then sat ַאֲהֹרן .ַאֲהֹרן would first teach ֹמש ְֵּני ַאֲהֹרן would then teach ֹמש  They .ב
then sat. Next, ֶׁה  taught the elders, and then they would sit. Finally, the ֹמש
people came (ְִּגשּו  .(34:32 – ד״ה ְוַאֲחֵרי ֵכן נ
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What a WeddingLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

Chofetz ChaimMoment

לע״נ ר׳ משה בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

)ְׁשמֹות ל:יב(… ְוָנְתנּו ִאיׁש כֶֺּפר ַנְפׁשֹו לה׳ …   
…every man shall give his personal redemption to הקב״ה … 
 The ַבַעל ַהטּוִרים notes that the word ְוָנְתנּו, which is spelled 
with the letters נ ,ת ,נ ,ו and ו, is a palindrome; it reads the same both 
backwards and forwards. This is to teach us that whatever a person 
donates to ְצָדָקה will ultimately be returned to him; one never loses 
by giving charity. If this is true regarding giving away money, then all 
the more so when one gives of himself in an act of ֶחֶסד. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞  
 As     the     Grossman     children,     grandchildren     and 
great-grandchildren surrounded their beloved Bubby and Zaidy at the 
celebration   of   their  60th   wedding   anniversary,   one   grandchild 
marveled that this wonderful couple had been fortunate enough to be 
together for so many years, and have such beautiful ַנַחת. Upon 
hearing   this,   the   elderly   couple   smiled   at   each   other   and 
Zaidy Grossman began to recount their incredible tale of  ַהְׁשָגָחה
 .ְפָרִטית
 The preparations for the wedding had taken months, and 
all had been arranged just so. In the city of ְירּוָׁשַלִים weddings were 
quite simple, but that did not diminish the anticipation of this most 
special day. For the ַכָלה, Baila Goldberg, it would be truly memorable. 
 ,had not gone smoothly for Baila. More than once ִׁשידּוִכים 
she thought she would be marrying one young man or another, and 
then either he or she would decide it was not a match. The years of 
frustration  made  it  all  the  more  satisfying  when  she  finally  did 
become a ַכָלה. 
 The approaching wedding brought along with it many tasks 
to be accomplished and many responsibilities, but the months of 
waiting finally came to an end. Baila arrived at the Bnos Yerushalayim 
wedding hall very early, and soon afterwards the ָחָתן arrived. He 
appeared to be nervous but sat down at the ַקָבַלת ָפִנים and tried to 
calm  down.  Many  of  the  guests  arrived  and  were  enjoying  the 
festivities. However, as the חּוָפה was about to begin, it became 

apparent that the ָחָתן was nowhere to be found. 
 His parents began to nervously explain to the ַכָלה’s parents 
— feeling responsible for this terrible turn of events, but not knowing 
what to do — that he had come to them terribly distraught, saying he 
did  not  want  to  go  through  with  the  wedding.  They  had  tried  
to convince him not to leave, but all of their efforts were in vain, as 
were the efforts of his friends. Moshe’s mind was made up and he 
refused to reconsider. He just did not think he could marry this girl. 
The impending disaster was still being kept quiet, but it was only a 
matter of time before the ַכָלה heard the devastating news. Everyone 
tried to think of a way to break the news to her, but no one seemed 
to have a good idea of how to go about it. 
 R' Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld, the ָרב of ְירּוָׁשַלִים, who was 
present, was immediately informed of the crisis. The ָרב 
inconspicuously slipped outside to where the ָחָתן’s friends had 
gathered and were already discussing what had happened. They were 
at a loss as to what to do next. 
 “Who wants a guarantee for a long life and ַנַחת from all of 
your children and grandchildren?” All the boys looked up. They were 
surprised to see the venerated ָרב standing there. “Anyone who is 
willing to marry this girl and prevent her from suffering the shame 
that  she  will  incur  from  this  most  embarrassing  incident  will  be 
guaranteed a wonderful long life with unlimited ַנַחת.” One by one, 
the  young  men,  although  impressed  and  tempted  by  the  offer, 
declined, but one boy was willing. Quickly, his parents were asked 
and,  with  their  consent,  he  spent  a  few  moments  with  Baila.  
Her initial shock caused her to hesitate, but she finally consented. 
 And so they got married. 
 It is [at least] 60years later and their children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren smile and are forever grateful that their 
Zaidy’s unusual display of ֶחֶסד allowed for their Bubby and Zaidy to 
meet, get married and spend a long and happy life together. 

Adapted from: Touched by a Story (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 ספר ח״ח הלכות רכילות כלל א׳ סעיף ח׳
*Everyone expected Moshe to get the highest honor for his ֶחֶסד activities. He 
had just created a project: ‘Adopt-a-hurricane-family-for-a-month.’ Each boy 
collected for one month for one family. Levi had overheard the ִיים  ֶרבֵּ
discussing the winner. Most agreed Moshe should win, but one ֶרִבי disagreed 
in a loud voice. The principal named Chaim as the grand winner for his ‘5-
minute-a-חֹוֶלה’ project, for which each boy had to call or visit a sick person for 
5 minutes a week. Levi went to pacify Moshe. 
Was Levi allowed to share this information to pacify Moshe?  
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations. 

Answer: The ִאּסּור of ְרִכילּות is transgressed even with hinting, even if the purpose is to 
pacify someone.  The more appropriate way for Levi to pacify Moshe would be to 
explain that many friends viewed his project as the best one of the year, and it must 
have been a very close call.  

 Some have the ִמְנָהג to refrain from eating ַמָצה from  רֹאׁש
 while others are even more stringent, and do not ,ֹחֶדׁש ִניָסן
eat ַמָצה beginning thirty days before ֶפַסח (i.e., from פּוִרים). 

 There is a special ִמְנָהג in ְכַלל ִיְשָרֵאל to collect and 
distribute ָמעֹות ִחִטים — funds to help the less fortunate 
buy food for ֶפַסח.  

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings
R' Dovid Helberg ַזַצ״ל suffered from poor health for his final 
twenty-three years of life. Every time he suffered another level of 
complication it was an opportunity to become closer to ד׳. He 
was wont to say, “?ל אֹויף ִזיְך יֶעצט  What can I — װָאס קֶען ִאיְך ְמַקבֵּ
accept on myself now? —  ן ן ִיּסּוִרים אּון קײֵּ ס׳ִאיז ִניׁשט פַארַאהן קײֵּ
 ָצרֹות no ,(difficulties) ִיּסּוִרים There are no — ַצַער נָאר ִנְסיֹונֹות
(hardships), only ִנְסיֹונֹות (life tests)!” Among his accomplishments 
were founding a night ל ֶפר ּתֹוָרה having a ,ּכֹולֵּ  written, and סֵּ
establishing  a ַהְכָנַסת ַּכָלה fund.  Source: Hamodia 

UnderstandingDavening
In preparation for ה רָּ ת פָּ שַׁ רָּ  An edited :פָּ

selection of יֹוְצרֹות 
The utterance regarding the Red Cow ּה …ִאְמרָּ  

The teachings that clarify the laws of the  ה רָּ פָּ
ה  are well explained, and its (red heifer) ֲאדּומָּ
כֹות  are similar, yet different*, from the ֲהלָּ
laws of ה ה ֲערּופָּ כֹות Its .ֶעְגלָּ  require 7 times ֲהלָּ
sevenfold care, 7 sprinklings and 7 dippings of 
the כֵֹּהן’s finger in its blood, 7 washings of the 
 s clothing, 7 cows brought throughout’כֵֹּהן
Jewish history and 7 pure כֲֹּהִנים participated 
and became impure in the service. The 
unblemished elders of the ַסְנֶהְדִרין checked 
the cow thoroughly to be sure it had no 
blemish. It must be as perfect in its redness as 
it is free of blemish. The כֵֹּהן גָּדֹול used his 
personal wealth to construct a ramp on which 
to lead the ה ה ֲאדּומָּ רָּ  that is able to atone for פָּ
the sins of a fine nation. His aides 
accompanied him to ַהר ַהֵזיִתים. He rushed to 
immerse himself a 2nd time to refute the false 
teachings of the ְצדֹוִקים. Without delay, he 
built up the wood for the fire. Standing to the 
east, facing west, he slaughtered the cow, but 
did not use all its blood. He lit the wood, and 
opposite the Iron Gate he sprinkled blood 7 
times. He asked everyone as he lifted each 
item, “Is this cedar?”, and so on. The ashes 
were divided into 3 parts. Each shift took a 
portion. A part was kept for safekeeping until 
 .will resuscitate those buried ד׳
*The ה ה ֲערּופָּ  which atones for the murder of a ,ֶעְגלָּ
defenseless traveler, must be in its 3rd year; the ה ה ֲאדּומָּ רָּ  פָּ
must be in its 1st or 2nd year. Both must not have done work. 

We are pleased to inform our readership 
that the 3rd Annual International Pirchei  ַנִים שְׁ
ּגּום ֶאָחד ַתרְׁ ָרא וְׁ  Contest was an (שובבי"ם) ִמקְׁ
amazing success with over 470 participants 
from across the nation and around the 
world.  
 And the winners are …  
 ,Ari Wind, Yeshiva of South Shore — שמות
Woodmere,NY; וארא — Moshe Gelb, Yeshiva 
Ahavas Torah, Brooklyn, NY; בא — Yossie 
Atlas,    Torah    Institute    of    Baltimore, 
Baltimore, MD; בשלח — Dovi Lerner, Yeshiva 
Ahavas Torah, Brooklyn, NY; יתרו — Gedalya 
Charish, Yeshiva Toras Aron, Lakewood, NJ; 
 Mendel Kurinets, Mirrer Yeshiva — משפטים
Ketana, Brooklyn, NY. 
Grand Prize of a beautiful set of  ָראֹות ִמקְׁ
דֹולֹות חּוָמִשים  ,goes to: Yoni Zeiger, Grade 5 ּגְׁ

Torah Institute of Baltimore. 

Dear Talmid, 
 In 1933, Chicago was no 
easy environment in which to 
raise an Orthodox Jewish family. 
ת בָּ  was rampant and ִחּלּול שַׁ
assimilation    prevailed.    The 
Helbergs and Bodensteins, two 
Orthodox Jewish families, lived 
side by side in attached houses. 
The primary pillars of both these 
families' homes were ת ֶנֶפש  ְמִסירַׁ
for ה  This was .ִמְצֹות and for ּתֹורָּ
the atmosphere that R' Dovid 
Helberg ״ל צַׁ  s parents breathed’זַׁ
every day. 
 R' Dovid’s parents, R' 
Avrohom Avigdor Helberg and 
Zissel (nee Bodenstein), were 
childless for more than 10 years. 
R' Avrohom Avigdor had been 
extremely wealthy and owned 
over 20 apartment buildings, oil 
wells and even his own banks. 
 It is said that when R' 
Moshe Mordechai Epstein ״ל צַׁ  ,זַׁ
the Slabodka ה  stayed in ,רֺאש ְיִשיבָּ
the Helberg home while on a 
fundraising mission in Chicago, R' 
Avrohom Avigdor approached 
him for a ה כָּ  'for children. R ְברָּ
Epstein explained to the couple 
that sometimes it is not possible 
to have both the ה כָּ  of children ְברָּ
and that of wealth; in case this 
was the issue, they should choose 
between the two. The Helbergs 

happily agreed to give up their 
material possessions for children. 
 R' Epstein gave them a 
ה כָּ  and assured them that they ְברָּ
would   be   blessed   with   two 
children that would bring light to 
ֵאל ל ִיְשרָּ  Within a short time .ְכלַׁ
after the visit, R' Helberg began 
to lose money from each of his 
many businesses, but he and his 
wife  were  blessed  with  a 
daughter, ה ה ִאיטָּ רָּ  ,and a son ,שָּ
ִוד  The family has another) .דָּ
version of the story that says that 
this episode happened with R' 
Dan Plotzky ״ל צַׁ ִסיד who was a ,זַׁ  חָּ
and a ק ְלִמיד ֻמְבהָּ  ,ַאְבֵני ֵנֶזר of the ּתַׁ
the first Sochatchover Rebbe.) 
 Indeed, R' Dovid Helberg 
brought light to ֵאל ל ִיְשרָּ  by ְכלַׁ
founding a ֵחֶדר for boys and a 
schools for girls with the goal of 
providing ֺקֶדש ִחּנּוְך ת הַׁ ֳהרַׁ ל ִפי טָּ עַׁ  
for the children of those who 
could not afford to pay tuition.       
 My ְלִמיד  ד׳ when ,ּתַׁ
makes things go "wrong," think 
about R' Avrohom Avigdor as he 
was   losing   his   fortune.   He 
realized that his monetary loss 
was the ְזכּות to have children. ד׳ 
sometimes makes it "appear" 
difficult so that He can give us 
even greater כֹות   !ְברָּ
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This week's Pirchei Weekly is sponsored

R’ Shimon Schwab once spent some 
time in Denver visiting his son R’ Myer, 

the dean of the city’s Bais Yaakov.

R’ Shimon insisted, explaining that he wanted 
to also have a share in this Kiddush Hashem.

When R’ Myer came home he returned with 
two suits and gave the change to his father.

My son, as you know, I 
have severe difficulty walking. 
Could you please take this $20 
and pick up my suits from the 

cleaners?

Myer, you gave 
me far too much 

change - the cleaner 
must have charged you 

for only one suit!

Papa, you are 
right! Bli neder, 
first thing in the 
morning I’ll go 
back and return 
the extra money.

Myer, I apologize for the 
inconvenience, but it should 

not wait until tomorrow. Can 
we go right now? And I want 

to come along!

Papa, of course... but 
isn’t it better to stay 
home, because of the 

difficulty walking?

Myer, please park 
the car in front of the 
cleaners, and explain 

to the proprietor that I 
would have come myself 

but I have difficulty 
walking...

Papa, of 
course... this 
is my special 

zechus!

י”ד אדר א‘  1995 - 1908  5755 - 5669

 in Frankfurt-am-Main, Germany. He learned חנה and ר׳ יהּודה was born to זצ״ל Schwab ר׳ שמעֹון
at Telz and Mir before becoming דין in Darmstadt. He married Recha Froehlich in 1931. In 
1933, he became the רב in the district of Ichenhausen in Bavaria. Escaping Nazi Germany in 
1936, R’ Schwab served as רב in Baltimore, and founded the Bais Yaakov School for Girls 
of Baltimore. In 1958, he joined R’  Joseph Breuer ל ״ צ ז ,  serving as ב ר  of
,A prolific writer, his magnum opus .פטירה where he served until his ,קהל עדת יׁשּורּון
 Rav Schwab on Prayer, edited posthumously) עּיּון תפלה ,Selected Writings ,מעין בית הׁשֹואבה
by ר׳ משה, his eldest son), and more reflect his original thinking, practical השקפה and 

historical genius.

R’ Myer told the proprietor what his father had 
instructed him to say and pointed to his father in the car. I know! My father is a Rabbi, 

and to him the matter of having 
money in his possession that did not 
belong to him needed to be rectified 

right away. It could not wait till 
tomorrow!

Thank you so much 
for returning the money, but, Rabbi, 

you and your elderly father shouldn’t 
have made a special trip for this! 

You could have brought the money 
tomorrow.
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

א ֶאת רֺאׁש  שָּׂ י תִּ מֹות ל:יב(… כִּ )ׁשְׁ  
When you take a census [literally—when you raise the head]     
Why did the ה ַלל  choose to describe the counting of ּתֹורָּׂ כְׁ

ֵאל רָּׂ שְׁ א ֶאת רֺאׁש with the unusual expression יִּ שָּׂ י תִּ  when you raise the ,כִּ
head? Even more puzzling is the teaching of ֲחַז״ל in א רָּׂ א ַבתְׁ בָּׂ ָאַמר ,(י:) בָּׂ
א שָּׂ י תִּ כִּ ֵאל ָאַמר לֹו בְׁ רָּׂ שְׁ רּום ֶקֶרן יִּ ֵני ד׳ רבש״ע ַבֶמה ּתָּׂ פְׁ  said ֺמֶׁשה — ֺמֶׁשה לִּ
before ד׳, ‘Master of the Universe, how will the pride of ֵאל רָּׂ שְׁ  be יִּ
raised?’ To this ד׳ replied, ‘With א שָּׂ י תִּ  In the context of the other ’.כִּ
teachings of the א רָּׂ מָּׂ  it means that the pride of the Jews can best be ,גְׁ
elevated by their giving ה קָּׂ דָּׂ  give His answer with the ד׳ Why did .צְׁ
beginning of the סּוק א ,פָּׂ שָּׂ י תִּ ה when He was referring to ,כִּ קָּׂ דָּׂ  which ,צְׁ
is the ה וָּׂ צְׁ סּוק in the middle of the מִּ ׁשֹו ,פָּׂ יׁש ֺכֶפר ַנפְׁ נּו אִּ תְׁ נָּׂ  every man — וְׁ
shall give ד׳ an atonement for his soul? 
 R' Moshe Feinstein ַזַצ״ל offers the following explanation. 
People sometimes try to justify themselves for not putting any extra 
effort into their ה  with the claim that they are just ,ד׳ service to ,ֲעבֹודָּׂ
not on such a high level. They say that they do not really have the 
brain power needed to be able to learn properly, and see themselves 
as inadequately fulfilling the ֹות צְׁ  that they do. They think that it מִּ
would be displaying arrogance to try to learn too much or do ֹות צְׁ  in a מִּ
proper manner. This false humility is nothing more than a ploy of the 
ע רָּׂ ה to keep people from learning ֵיֶצר הָּׂ ֹות and fulfilling ּתֹורָּׂ צְׁ  .מִּ
 To counter this strategy, the ה  comes and tells us, Lift up ּתֹורָּׂ
your head and be counted along with everybody else! You count as 

one person, one Jew; you must contribute equally to the ‘ֵאל רָּׂ שְׁ ַלל יִּ  כְׁ
offerings fund,’ just like the biggest יק ם and the biggest ַצדִּ כָּׂ יד חָּׂ מִּ  .ַּתלְׁ
Therefore, just like anyone else, you are expected to do as much as 
you are capable of — no less and no more. Do not be so humble as to 
think your abilities are less than they are. All you need to grow in ה  ּתֹורָּׂ
and ֹות צְׁ  is a willingness to work and a burning desire to improve מִּ
yourself. With these alone, you can become great, in accordance with 
your unique nature and abilities. 
 Thus, when ד׳ wished to count ֵאל רָּׂ שְׁ ֵני יִּ  He did it in a way ,בְׁ
that would make each person feel uplifted by the counting. This is the 
deeper message of the words א שָּׂ י תִּ  .כִּ
 The ה וָּׂ צְׁ נֹות of contributing to the fund for the מִּ בָּׂ רְׁ ַלל  of קָּׂ כְׁ
ֵאל רָּׂ שְׁ  also had a secondary purpose. It would make everyone feel יִּ
equal in donating for the service of ד׳. This would make it easier for 
anyone to see himself as just as important to ד׳ as the greatest ים יקִּ  .ַצדִּ
Each of us must maximize our potential and undertake to put effort 
into ה ֹות and ּתֹורָּׂ צְׁ  to achieve as much as we can, for everything מִּ
depends on us alone. As the נָּׂה ׁשְׁ ה  :teaches(ָאבֹות ב:כא) מִּ אכָּׂ לָּׂ ֶליָך ַהמְׁ לֺא עָּׂ
ֶמנָּׂה ֵטל מִּ בָּׂ הִּ ין לְׁ ה ֶבן חֹורִּ לֺא ַאּתָּׂ מֹור וְׁ גְׁ  You are not required to complete — לִּ
the task [to learn the entire ה  but you are also not free to allow ,[ּתֹורָּׂ
yourself to ignore the work that you could do [ and let your potential be 
wasted!]. 

Adapted from: Darash Moshe (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

ר׳ ַאְבָרָהם  was born in Chicago, IL, to ַזַצ״ל Helberg ר׳ ָדִוד
 At the age of 11, he .(née Bodenstein) ִזיסל and ַאִביְגדֹור
went to learn in Telz, where he became close to  ר׳ ֶאְלָי׳ ֵמִאיר

 after his ר׳ ָדִוד who became like a father to ,ר׳ מָאטל ַכ״ץ ַזַצ״ל and ּבלָאְך ַזַצ״ל
parents’ ְפִטיָרה while he was still a ָּבחּור. In 1960, he married ִצְבָיה (née 
Safier) and became a ֶרִּבי in ר׳ טַײץ’s ְיִשיָבה. Their home was legendary for its 
 ְקִהָלה in 1970, serving his ַקַהל ֵּבית אַײִזיק ְצִבי of ָרב He became .ַהְכָנַסת אֹוְרִחים
with exceptional devotion until his ְפִטיָרה. His inspiring ְדָרשֹות and ִשעּוִרים, 
brimming with ֱאֶמת and fiery enthusiasm for ד׳'s ּתֹוָרה, were full of warmth 
and love for his ִמְתַפְלִלים. Wherever he went, ר׳ ָדִוד built individuals, 
families, ּתֹוָרה and ִײדישקַײט. 

 כ׳ אדר
5693 — 5771 
1933 — 2011 

 R' Dovid Helberg ַזַצ״ל was a master of the 
Telzer ִהְתַנֲהגּות (hallmarks) of ְמנּוַחת ַהֶנֶפׁש 
(being calm), ֵסֶדר (orderliness),  ֲחִׁשיבּות
 total ,ְמִסירּות ֶנֶפׁש valuing time and ,ַהְזַמן
dedication, for ּתֹוָרה and ָמסֹוָרה. Together 
with these regal traits and his deep  ַאֲהַבת
 he was able to influence many ִיְשָרֵאל
individuals through his heart and  ִיְרַאת
 without even saying a word. As one ָׁשַמִים
woman said, “I started wearing a sheitel, not 
because he told me, but only because he didn’t tell me 
to… but I knew this would make him happy!” 

In honor of Simcha Schron's bar mitzvah
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