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 – ’Conference Call‘'שיחה ועידה'
I went out with my oldest daughter to shop and to take care of some 
things. At one point I asked my daughter for the purse that was hanging 
on the baby carriage so I could pay for something, she looked but could 
not find it. We searched in every possible place in the carriage but the 
wallet was gone. I became very panicked because the wallet had a lot of 
money in it to cover two large debts that I intended to pay and now it 
was gone. I retraced my steps some twenty minutes to the last store 
that I had used my wallet and the entire time I kept checking the 
sidewalk to see if it had fallen out of the carriage. I reached the store 
and I asked the clerk if they found the wallet?! She was quite concerned 
and she asked me to wait a few minutes until she would be free and she 
would try to help me find the wallet. While I was waiting, on the line 
right near me was a female manager who was talking to her sister, when 
suddenly I heard her mention my name and the name of my husband. I 
immediately jumped into the conversation and I asked her what she was 
discussing. She then told me that her sister had found a bag on her 
wagon and in it was a wallet filled with money and the only indication 
inside was an ID card from Kupat Cholim (health insurance). 
I immediately identified the contents and I asked her to get the wallet 
back. Most probably her sister was in the store an hour ago at the same 
time that I was in the store, and when I finished paying for my purchases 
I hung the bag with the wallet on her carriage which was remarkably 
similar to my granddaughter’s carriage. And now she sent her sister who 
lives in the neighborhood to buy another shirt for her as she already 
purchased one for her daughter and just as she was standing on line by 
my side she called her sister to tell her about the wallet. 
But the story does not end here: My granddaughter at that exact 
moment was standing waiting at a bus stop and she heard the other end 
of the conversation. I was in the store and she heard the sister at the 
bus stop and when she heard my name and the name of her grandfather 
she too jumped into the conversation and asked why she had 
mentioned the names of her grandparents and she then stated that this 
was her grandmother’s wallet. Of course the affirmation came from the 
other end of the line and my granddaughter took the wallet and hurried 
to bring it to me so that I would not have to bother and go to the place it 
was lost. Boruch Hashem it was returned in an amazing way as Hashem 
set things up from both sides, me and my granddaughter and the two 
sisters chatting at the same time and if not for this it would have taken a 
long time for the wallet to be returned to me.  
With thanks to Hashem for all His kindnesses. 

 .צ.ה

 

 

 – ?Is my father still alive העוד אבי חי
It once happened that an associate of Maran, the Admor, 
author of Divrei Yoel of Satmar zt”l, that he and his ancestors 
were accustomed to daven Nusach Ashkenaz, and when he 
made his son a Bar Mitzvah he very much wanted that the 
Rebbe would put the Tefillin on his son [as is the custom to put 
on Tefillin for the first time by a Tzaddik], but he was concerned 
that the Rebbe would refuse to do this because the Rebbe had 
the custom to daven Nusach Sefard and ordinarily he would not 
want to put on Tefillin not in accordance with his forefathers. 
Since this was so, he decided that he was prepared for the 
Rebbe putting on the Tefillin according to his custom, as long as 
he was the one putting on the Tefillin at this time when he was 
training to do mitzvos. 
So, when he came before the Rebbe to ask the Rebbe if he 
would put Tefillin on his son, the father said that he was 
prepared that the Rebbe would put on the Tefillin according to 
the custom of his holy ancestors, although he and his ancestors 
had a different custom. However, the Rebbe immediately 
clarified for him that if his custom and that of his ancestors was 
Nusach Ashkenaz, then he had to continue in their footsteps 
and he himself was prepared for this and put the Tefillin on 
according to Nusach Ashkenaz as long as he does not deviate 
from the custom of his ancestors chalilah. 
 The Rebbe even continued to explain that even though Nusach 
Sefard was more preferable, the Ari and his followers and the 
Ba’al Shem Tov and his students after them chose this nusach, 
still, if they followed this nusach they would have to change 
from the nusach of their fathers it was better that they 
continue with Nusach Ashkenaz. For if they begin changing the 
customs of their fathers, even though they are only changing 
because of obligation, nevertheless the matter makes an 
impression on a person that there is no real obligation to follow 
the ways of the fathers, and this will thus cause them to change 
other things and possibly veer off the path chas v’chalilah. 
This blessed phenomena of following in the ways of the father 
we see in our parsha, when Yosef reveals himself to his 
brothers and he says to them ‘I am Yosef’ he continues and 
says, ‘Is my father still alive?’ Perhaps we can say that since 
Yosef revealed himself with these words he demonstrates to his 
brothers how he merited withstanding all the difficult 
challenges that confronted him in the land of Egypt ‘the 
despicable land’ and he told them that the ‘Is my father still 
alive’ is what saved him from all the challenges, for as long as 
he thought that his father was still alive he would find him and 
he always thought ‘what would his father do at this time in this 
situation’ would his father be pleased with what he did or not 
and in this way he followed his ways and he did not stray from 
them even a hairsbreadth and he remained in his 
righteousness. 
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 ים לשם פעלןעשה דבר

Do Things For the Sake of Their Functions 
 

 
ואתה צויתה זאת עשו קחו לכם מארץ מצרים עגלות לטפכם ולנשיכם 

ועינכם אל תחס על כליכם כי טוב כל : ונשאתם את אביכם ובאתם
 (כ-יט:מה): ארץ מצרים לכם הוא

And you are commanded to say, ‘Do this: Take for yourselves 
from the land of Egypt wagons for your small children and for 
your wives; transport your father and come. And let your eyes 
not take pity on your vessels, for the best of the entire land of 
Egypt – it is yours.’ (45:19-20) 
Behold, anyone who thinks about these words uttered by Pharaoh will 
surely be astonished, is this the same Pharaoh whose nature we know all 
too well? On the one hand, we know Pharaoh to be exceedingly cruel, 
and all his thoughts are focused on how to benefit himself and how he 
can guarantee his future until he agreed to subjugate an entire nation 
under him and to afflict them with harsh and bitter afflictions. On the 
other hand, here he appears to be a person who cares about benefiting 
others with an unparalleled good eye, not only that he approved of the 
Hebrews coming into his land [which by itself was a goodness because 
from the viewpoint of Egypt the Hebrews were contemptible in their 
eyes] rather, he himself sent wagons in order to help them bring their 
small children and their elderly father, and he proceeded to inform them 
that the best of the land is before them, a true king of kindness, and can 
he change the color of his skin? 
However, when we consider the continuation of the parsha the matters 
become resolved, for in fact when Yosef’s brothers come down with their 
father to settle in Egypt Pharaoh then says to Yosef: 

 שןובמיטב הארץ הושב את אביך ואת אחיך ישבו בארץ גא ארץ מצרים לפניך הו
 (ו:מז: )ואם ידעת ויש בם אנשי חיל ושמתם שרי מקנה על אשר לי

The land of Egypt is before you, in the best of the land settle your father 
and your brothers; let them settle in the land of Goshen, and if you know 
that there are capable men among them, appoint them as managers of 
the livestock over that which is mine. (47:6) 
When that wicked man saw the greatness of Yosef, it immediately 
entered his mind that if Yosef was so capable, and in the merit of his 
righteousness and wisdom the entire nation was spared death by 
starvation, then it must be that his brothers too, are righteous and wise 
like him, and if they too come to Egypt they will demonstrate their 
strength as well and who knows how much benefit they can bring to him 
and his kingdom, and already at the outset he wanted to appoint them as 
managers and to give each of them appointments over various aspects of 
the country. However, at the outset he did not want to reveal his 
intentions as he thought that perhaps with this information they would 
not want to come down to Egypt knowing that the yoke of running the 
government would fall on their necks and so at first he made himself 
seem as if he was concerned for their welfare as they were the brothers 
of Yosef, only after they arrived did he reveal his true character for at first 
he did not want more from them other than being appointed over 
aspects of the kingdom, and only after they told Pharaoh that they were 
shepherds (47:3) then Pharaoh wanted to put them in charge of the 
flocks. 
This is the nature of the gentile, he is always thinking about how he can 
better himself and it never enters his mind at all about doing something 
for someone else, and even if outwardly he appears to you as being good 
hearted, ultimately he will demonstrate that his goodness was not 
complete, rather his intention is to improve his position. We see 
something similar further on (50:3) after the passing of Yaakov Avinu that 
the Torah states: 

 ויבכו אותו מצרים שבעים יום

And Egypt bewailed him for seventy days 
Outwardly they appeared as decent people who were crying for a noble 
man, but Rashi immediately informs us the reason for their crying: 
Because blessing came to them in his wake, for the famine ended when 
he arrived, and the waters of the Nile increased. All their crying was only 
 for that which they had lost, the blessing that came in the merit of that 

 

Tzaddik (righteous one), but it never entered their minds that to do 
anything for him at all, for as a general rule, if you see a gentile doing 
something good you should know that there is an ulterior motive. 
To our dismay, the act of the Satan was successful, and in the previous 
generation this strange character trait that is rooted among the nations 
entered into the hearts of noble Jews. Before this in earlier generations 
they knew that every mitzvah was performed for the sake of Hashem 
Yisbarach. It is true that a person facing difficult times would be able to 
do a specific mitzvah so that the merit would stand for him for that 
particular situation, but the purpose of all his deeds was for the sake of 
Heaven, and even that deed itself was done for the correct reason 
however, after it earned him salvation his intent was for that as well, 
but the idea of doing something not for the right reason was never 
found. Today however the matter is like a common breeze and all 
arousals to perform a mitzvah comes with an ulterior motive, various 
publications (posters, flyers, inserts, etc.) are popping up on the streets 
of the city arousing the awareness of the obligation to perform certain 
specific mitzvos and every publication comes with a specific segulah 
(something propitious) attached to it, this is a segulah (propitious) for 
wealth, this is a segulah (propitious) for children and we are not 
embarrassed at all regarding this strange custom that is instilled in us. If 
this were an individual problem, then there would be no need to discuss 
it in public, however, the segulos that are being publicized are under 
new controllers and it becomes evident that they are a nationwide 
epidemic, everybody gets carried away with the essence of the segulos 
and they do not consider that this is not the desirable purpose of 
fulfilling the mitzvos. 
Even performing the service (avodah) for the sake of Olam Habbah – the 
World to Come – is not the acceptable purpose. As indicated by the 
language of the Ramcha”l in his sefer Mesilos Yeshartim (chapter 8) that 
this is not the most appropriate way to do something, this is the least 
acceptable way. And as the Rambam wrote at the end of Hilchos 
Teshuva (chapter 10 halacha 1): A person should not say, ‘I am doing 
the mitzvos of the Torah and I delve into its wisdom so that I can receive 
all the blessings that are written in it or so that I can merit the World to 
Come, and I abstain from sinning that the Torah warns about so that I 
will be spared from the curses that are written in the Torah or so that I 
will not be cut off from the life of the World to Come’, it is not 
appropriate to serve Hashem in this fashion, for whoever serves in this 
way serves out of fear and this is not the attribute of the Prophets and it 
is not the attribute of the Chachamim, and the only ones that serve 
Hashem in this fashion are the uneducated men, women and children 
that are trained to serve out of fear until they increase their knowledge 
and they serve out of love. 
This was the service of the righteous in all the generations; they were 
scrupulous that it should only be for the sake of heaven and even 
without the remuneration of the eternal world. It is related about 
HaRav HaKadosh Rebbe Moshe of Kavrin zt”l who said before he passed 
away, ’If I knew that I had said one ‘Amein’ entirely for the sake of 
heaven then I would be calm at the time of my passing to the true 
world, But I am still complete in my mind that I had said one ‘Amein’ for 
the sake of heaven.’ Who are we talking about? A superior holy man 
whose entire life on earth had the sole purpose of serving Hashem 
Yisbarach for the sake of heaven, and even so, he feared for his soul 
that he had truly served for the sake of heaven. To this extent the 
righteous feared that they did not fulfill their obligations, and yet in our 
times there is no person that thinks about from the outset that we 
begin to serve Hashem Yisbarach except for appearances chas 
v’chalilah, and is this the way of the Torah? 
Therefore, it is incumbent on us to arouse ourselves from now on to do 
all our deeds for the sake of heaven and in this merit we will merit to be 
accepted before the Omnipresent Baruch Hu. 
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