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Twice I had the privilege of joining the Beis Yisrael 1 זיע"א for kiddush on Shabbos Parshas Behaaloscha, 
on two consecutive years, and he presented the same insight on both occasions.   
 
In describing the sin of the מתאוים, when Bnai Yisrael complained about the lack of food, the Torah in 
Parshas Behaaloscha (11:10) says: 
 

 ש לפתח אהלו, ויחר אף ה' מאד ובעיני משה רע.וישמע משה את העם בוכה למשפחותיו אי
 

Moshe heard the people crying by their families, each by the entrance to his tent; Hashem was incensed, 
and it was [also] bad in Moshe’s eyes. 
 
What did Moshe add with his anger?  If HKB”H was already angry at the people, what did Moshe hope to 
accomplish by adding his own anger?  Moreover, Moshe had always interceded on the people’s behalf, 
doing everything he could to defend them before Hashem and plead for forgiveness.  Why did he now 
suddenly find himself unable to come to their defense? 
 
The Rebbe explained based the incident told in Sefer Shemos (33:7), when, after the sin of the golden 
calf, Moshe moved his tent outside the camp.  Several pesukim later (33:11), we read: 
 

 .איש אל רעהו ושב אל המחנה ודבר ה' אל משה פנים אל פנים כאשר ידבר
 

G-d spoke to Moshe face-to-face, as a person speaks to his fellow, and he then returned to the camp. 
 
Rashi cites the Midrash’s interpretation of this pasuk: 
 

 ?קרבםאם כן מי י ,אני בכעס ואתה בכעס ,אמר לו .ודבר ה' אל משה שישוב אל המחנה
 

G-d spoke to Moshe that he should return to the camp.  He said to him, “If I am angry and you are angry, 
then who will bring them close?” 

 
HKB”H told Moshe that they could not both be angry at Bnai Yisrael.  Since He, G-d, was already angry, 
Moshe needed to remain with the people and treat them kindly, without anger. 
 
The Rebbe explained that at the time of the מתאוים, Moshe applied this lesson which he learned after 
the golden calf, that both he and HKB”H could not both be angry.  As Bnai Yisrael complained, and  ויחר

 Hashem was incensed, Moshe quickly responded that he, too, was angry.  And since they ,אף ה' מאד
could not both be angry, and on the previous occasion, after the golden calf, Moshe was the one who 
withdrew his anger and returned to the camp, he now demanded that HKB”H withdraw His anger.  It 
was now His turn, as it were, to return to the camp and have his Shechina reside among the people, 
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despite their wrongdoing.  Moshe’s anger, then, was actually the way he sought to ensure that HKB”H 
would not be angry at the people, and would deal with them compassionately. 
 
One afternoon during the week after the Beis Yisrael shared this insight, I was called into his room, and 
he told me of a certain student who needed to be expelled from his yeshiva because of his misconduct 
and his causing other students to misbehave.  He discussed with me different possible ways to help the 
student after his expulsion, and went back and forth, analyzing the matter very thoroughly, as he always 
did.  The Rebbe then went outside with me to the garden below, and he repeated what he had said at 
kiddush the previous Shabbos.  He added that the Gemara in Maseches Nidda (16b) cites Rabbi Shimon 
bar Yochai as saying, ארבעה דברים הקב"ה שונאן ואני איני אוהבן – “There are four things which the 
Almighty despises, and which I do not like.”  Rabbi Shimon then listed four grave sins.  Why, the Rebbe 
asked, did Rabbi Shimon need to tell us that he disliked grave transgressions which HKB”H “despises”?  
Is this not obvious?  The Rebbe answered based on the concept written in the sacred books that Rabbi 
Shimon bar Yochai had the soul of Moshe Rabbeinu.  Naturally, he followed Moshe’s example of trying 
to assuage HKB”H’s anger towards His nation.  Like Moshe, Rabbi Shimon said that he was angered by 
these transgressions, and this thus compelled HKB”H, so-to-speak, to withdraw His anger and show 
compassion to these sinners, as they cannot both be angry.  Since Rabbi Shimon did not like those who 
committed these offenses, HKB”H needed to love them. 
 
The Rebbe then told me that this conveys a vitally important lesson to every educator.  At times it 
becomes necessary to expel a student or to punish a student in some other way, but we must ensure 
not to add unnecessary anger.  If the teacher or the mashgiach is angry, then some other staff member 
must come forward to help and encourage the student.  There cannot be excessive anger.  The Rebbe 
concluded that although this boy needed to be expelled from the yeshiva, the Rebbe was personally 
going to try to bring him close, to strengthen and encourage him to change his behavior. 
 
This is the lesson that we must all learn from our parsha – that even when an angry response is 
warranted, there cannot be only anger, as the Gemara (Sota 47a) teaches,  לעולם תהא שמאל דוחה וימין

 Always, the left hand should push away but the right hand should bring close.”  Even when“ – מקרבת
the “left hand” is forced to “push away” and punish, the “right hand” must bring close.  This way, we will 
be privileged to inspire the hearts of all our fellow Jews to draw near to their Father in heaven,  אמן כן

 .יהי רצון


