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One day, Thomas Edison came home and gave his mother a note. He told her, “My teacher 

gave me this paper and said to give it to my mother.”   His mother’s eyes were tearful as she 

read the letter out loud to her child:  

"Your son is a genius. This school is too small for him and doesn’t have enough good teachers for training him. 

Please teach him yourself."    After many, many years, Edison’s mother died, and he had become one of the 

greatest inventors of the century. One day he began looking through old family things.  

Suddenly he saw a folded paper in the corner of a drawer in a desk. He took it and opened it up. On the paper was 

written: "Your son is addled [mentally ill]. We won’t let him come to school 

anymore." 

Edison cried for hours and then he wrote in his diary: “Thomas Alva Edison 

was an addled child that, by a hero mother, became the genius of the century.”  

We’ll come back to the story in a moment. In Parshas Chayei Sarah it says:  

“Let it be that the girl to whom I say, 'Please, tip over your pitcher that I 
may drink'… will be the one whom You have destined for your servant, 
Yitzchak.” (Gen. 24:14) 

Knowing his mission was so important, Eliezer began his quest for a wife 
for Yitzchak with a prayer that HaShem make him successful in his 
efforts.  This shows us the importance and efficacy of prayer, and how 
integral it is to success in any endeavor.  Eliezer then included a sign of 
how G-d should identify the proper wife. It would be the one he asked for 
water who would respond, “Drink, and I will water your camels, too.” What 
was so special about this sign? 

Yes, it was special that she was willing to do more than asked and that 
she had the understanding to surmise that the camels might be thirsty, 

but there was more than meets the eye in this question and answer.  You see, Eliezer asked to drink from 
HER pitcher, the one that she and he family would drink from.  He was a stranger, and who knew what kind 
of diseases he might have?  Yet, instead of denying him water, or pouring it off into another vessel, she 
gladly gave him water from her own pitcher so he would not be embarrassed. 

Now, she couldn’t wash it off or he would still be embarrassed.  The solution?  Water the camels!  After that 
she would surely have to wash the pitcher before bringing it home.  He wouldn’t be embarrassed and she 
would not be hesitant to perform the kindness.  By including “I will water your camels” in his sign, Eliezer 
indicated he was searching for someone not only willing to do the work of chesed, but clever enough to find 
creative solutions to do it! 

In fact, Rivka exceeded his request because had she immediately said, “I will give you and your camels,” 
Eliezer might have guessed her plan and felt bad.  She therefore waited until he had finished drinking, and 
then said, seemingly as an afterthought, “Let me give your camels a drink as well.”  Rivka exhibited an even 
greater sense of consideration for others than he had hoped. 

Rivka’s concern for others, and willingness to go out of her way not to trouble or pain them, was her ticket 
for entry into the Jewish People, and this attribute was passed along to her children.  We must strive to 
awaken this mida in ourselves for it is there, very powerful, and the key to much of our success in life. 

Now back to Thomas Edison.  The story is apocryphal (not true.)  He knew that his teacher thought him mentally 

deficient (he had dyslexia which was unknown at the time) and walked out of school on his own.  However, I 

included the story because it COULD have happened.  It still CAN happen.  Some parent, friend, spouse, or 

acquaintance can find ways to motivate, encourage, and be creative in the kindness they do with others.  Perhaps 

this story will give people ideas and set off light bulbs in their heads as to how they can help make a person into a 

legend. 



Parshas Chaya Sarah - Soul Trustee by R’ Mordechai Kamenetzky 
When Avraham seeks a wife for his son Yitzchak, he called no one other than his trusted loyal servant, 
Eliezer.  Eliezer was one of the primary soldiers, aiding Avraham during his battle to rescue Lot.  Eliezer was 
considered by Avraham to be his heir apparent until Hashem informed him of the forthcoming birth of 
Yitzchak.  Eliezer was nicknamed the one who drew and watered from his master's Torah.  Simply put, the Torah 
constantly informs us that Eliezer was Avraham's right-hand-man. Before sending Eliezer, the Torah tells us that 
"Avraham told his servant, the elder of his household, who was in complete charge of every one of Avraham's 
possessions, to swear that he would not take a girl from Canaan for Yitzchak.  Eliezer swore in the name of Hashem, 
the Master of the heaven and the earth "(cf. Genesis 24:3). 

Avraham instructed his most trusted aid to get the proper shidach (mate) for Yitzchak.  He was to go back to 
Avraham's hometown.  The girl had to come from the right family.  She must have been raised in the proper 
environment.  And Avraham warned Eliezer that Yitzchak was not to leave the Land of Canaan.  His charge was 
forceful.  He made his trusted servant swear.  He used strong language.  "Be careful - watch out!  Lest you bring my 
son there!"  (Genesis 24:6) 

The Torah's reiteration of Eliezer's domestic position in this context is perplexing.  Isn't the juxtaposition - the 
glorifying of Eliezer's position as "the elder of his household, who was in complete charge of every one of Avraham's 
possessions "contradictory with the severe scrutiny and pressure that Avraham placed on him in reference to 
Yitzchak's matrimonial requirements?  If Avraham trusted Eliezer for his entire worldly possessions, why did he make 
him swear in this instance?  And if he had to swear in regard to Yitzchak, then why define him here as "the elder of 
his household, who was in complete charge of every one of Avraham's possessions"?  Isn't the fact that he had to 
swear, obvious evidence that he, in fact, was not in charge? 

THE STORY 

Rabbi Yisrael Lipkin of Salant, the founder of the mussar movement, once 
stayed at an inn.  The inn was quite crowded and the innkeeper realized 
that he was low on meat.  Seeing a distinguished and pious-looking Jew 
with a beard, the innkeeper approached Reb Yisrael.  

"Are you perhaps a shochet?  You see, I am running low on meat and I 
must slaughter a cow."  Reb Yisrael was taken aback. "I would love to 
help," he stammered, "but unfortunately I am not a ritual slaughterer." 

The next morning Rabbi Lipkin approached the innkeeper.  "I have a 
tremendous business opportunity.  If you were to invest a few hundred 
rubles with me, I can guarantee a nice return." 

The man looked quizzically at the rabbi. "Reb Yid," he stammered.  "I hardly know you! How do you expect me 
to invest with you?  Give me a few references, and as many days, and let me check out the deal in its 
entirety.  Then we can meet and I'll make my decision." 

"Aha!"  Exclaimed the great mussar luminary.  "Just yesterday, you were about to trust me with the ritual 
slaughter of your cow.  You were going to feed you guests with that meat based on the appearance of my frock 
and beard.  Nevertheless, you would not invest a few rubles on those same grounds.  Shouldn't one treat his 
spiritual skepticism on the same level as his financial uncertainties?" 

The Message 

The Be'er Mayim Chayim explains: the Torah specifically states, in the context of Avraham's admonitions, that 
Eliezer "was the elder of Avraham's household, who was in complete charge of every one of Avraham's possessions."  

When buying stocks and bonds, when investing in real estate, when purchasing appliances or furniture, Eliezer had 
free reign.  Yet when it came to Yitzchak's future that esteem was not enough.  Avraham made Eliezer swear in the 
name of Hashem that he would bring a suitable wife for Yitzchak. 

Avraham's concern for spirituality and his future were by no means on the same level as those he had for his 
mundane needs.  True, Eliezer was in complete charge of every one of Avraham's possessions.  But when it came to 
Avraham's future, when it came to spiritual decisions, even Eliezer was suspect.  For when it comes to your spiritual 
needs, your sole trustee can never become your soul trustee. 

Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 


