
The Parsha starts with a beautiful expression of Hakaras Hatov by the Jewish farmer as he 

thanks Hashem for the new fruits which grew on his land. Rashi comments that he must 

make this statement to ensure that he isn’t an ingrate for the kindness that Hashem 

showered upon him. The Kav Hayashar quotes an idea from the Sefer Chareidim which he 

calls a “great insight.” If Hashem saves a person from a dangerous situation or illness, he 

will undoubtedly be tremendously thankful to Hashem. Someone who is blessed to sit at 

his Shabbos table surrounded by his wife, children, and grandchildren and who has ample 

parnassa, a place to live, and good health should be filled with the same gushing feelings of 

gratitude to Hashem. The Torah clearly instructs the grateful farmer as he grasps his basket 

full of fruit:  OPEN UP YOUR MOUTH AND THANK HASHEM. This is a message to us as well. 

We have so much constant kindness showered upon us from our loving Father in 

Shamayim. We must show our appreciation by expressing our thanks to Hashem and 

singing His praises.  

There was once a fellow who was miraculously saved from a difficult tzara. He wanted very 

much to do something for his fellow Yidden as an expression of his gratitude to Hashem. He 

considered opening a free loan society and went to the Slonimer Rebbe to get his 

haskamah. When the Rebbe heard the idea he shook his head in disapproval. The man was 

surprised at the Rebbe’s reaction. The Rebbe explained he should not do anything except 

live with the constant feeling of thanks to Hashem for saving him. The Rebbe felt that if the 

person worked on this project, he might feel like he already showed his thanks and could 

forget about the kindness. 

 

The Mishna in Bikurim (3:8) writes that a rich man brings his 

bikurim in a silver or golden basket. After the mitzvah is 

completed, the Kohen returns the basket to him. When a poor 

man brings his first fruits, he uses whatever he has, presumably 

a very simple basket.  After he completes the mitzvah, the 

Kohen keeps his basket.  The Belzer Rebbe asked: why is this 

the case, that the Kohen takes the poor man’s basket?  Rashi 

comments on the words in pasuk (26:17) “ve’shamarta 

ve’asisa” (you guarded the mitzvah, and did it), that a bas kol 

came out and said, “You brought bikurim today, you should 

have new fruits to bring next year.” The rich man gets his fancy 

basket back, so that the next year he can beautify the mitzvah 

once again. When the Kohen takes the poor man’s basket the 

message he receives is, ‘Next year you should be zocheh to 

bring bikurim in a more fitting basket.’ This bas kol is speaking 

to the poor man: you performed the mitzvah this year with 

tremendous mesiras nefesh. That mesiras nefesh should be 

zechus for you to return next year with a different basket. 

There is another answer presented to this question. When the 

poor man brings his bikurim in a simple basket, he may feel that 

his mitzvah is lacking or not up to par. The Kohen, in order to 

show him how chashuv his mesiras nefesh is, keeps his basket. 

This shows the poor man that Hashem wants to keep every 

ounce of his mesiras nefesh in the Beis Hamikdash.  

Returning the Favor 

 The psukim in this week’s parsha 

clearly tell us that, if we keep the 

mitzvos, Hashem will send us 

bracha. “Hashem will command 

the blessing for you in your 

storehouses and your every 

undertaking” (28:8). The word 

“blessing”, or bracha, in that 

pasuk has a prefix of the letter 

“hei”. The Ben Ish Chai asks why 

the word needs the letter hei. He 

says that the letter Hei equals 

five. That number represents the 

five brachos associated with 

bread. One blessing for the bread 

and four blessing in birchas 

hamazon. This prefix is placed in 

this pasuk to allude to the fact 

that the merit of these five 

brachos will be a key to bringing 

us bracha.  

Blessings for  

Bracha 
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Klal Yisroel is commanded to bring their first fruits. These are the first fruits that are produced after a full year of hard 

work and the “fruits of his labor”. The owner  would want nothing more than to sit down and eat them. However, Hashem 

commands him to bring them to Yerushalayim and give them to the Kohen. There are three reasons given for this mitzvah: 

1. In order to train a person to overcome his natural desires.  

2. After this farmer spent a whole year working this field and caring for this tree, he might become overly confident in 

himself and think “wow, look what I did, I grew this delicious fruit.” Therefore, Hashem commands us to give 

these first fruits to the Kohen, to impress upon us that this fruit was a gift from Hashem. 

3. Hakaras Hatov- he needs to recognize the good that Hashem has done for him.  

 

 Moshe reminds the Jews about some of the miracles they experienced while traveling in the desert. 

One of those miracles was the fact that, even though they had traveled for forty years, their shoes did 

not get worn out. However, in Parshas Eikev when this miracle is mentioned, Moshe says that their 

feet did not get swollen throughout all their travels. Why does it mention their shoes now while 

before it just spoke about their feet without shoes? The answer is that there were two separate 

nissim: the people who left Egypt were wearing shoes and the nes for them was that their shoes 

stayed intact. However, the people who were born during the travels in the desert didn’t have shoes, 

so the nes for them was that their feet did not swell. 
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When a person comes to the Beis Hamikdash with his basket of fruit, he needs to make a declaration. 

Rashi says (28:3) that this declaration is to ensure that he is not an ingrate. However, 2 psukim later, Rashi 

comments that that “you should call out” is to teach us that you must raise your voice. The Beis Yisroel 

asks, it seems to be unclear as to why the Torah commands that the person “call out.” Is it so that he isn’t 

an ingrate or because he must verbalize the statement? He answers that, really, they complement each 

other.  It’s the habit of people that when they are in trouble they will raise their voice in prayer. However, 

when things go their way, they won’t thank Hashem with the same voice. Here we are taught a very 

important lesson. When it comes to thanking Hashem, you must raise your voice in praise and thanks. 
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