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Kiss me with the kiss of his mouth–ישקיני מנשיקות פיהו 
He crosses continents and oceans every year to raise funds for the 
many institutions in Israel. He is very careful to only fly coach with the 
rest of the Nation of the House of Israel with the argument that it is 
not right for a man raising funds to fly business class at the expense of 
the donations. 
One day he was not feeling well and the clerk at the terminal 
recognized him and told him that he could upgrade to business class 
for no extra charge since he had accumulated many miles. He was too 
weak to argue so for the first time in his life he entered business class. 
He sat down in a spacious seat and he thanked Hashem for the 
indulgence that was arranged for him when he was weak. While he 
was still enjoying his seat, the passenger next to him was a mountain 
of a man weighing at least 500 pounds (230 Kg) and with great 
difficulty he sat in a seat that he could barely sit in and suddenly 
looked small in relation to the man who was sitting in it. From the 
moment he sat down, he took out an electronic device and began 
scrolling through it. The Rav, although he was weak, he was still an 
experienced fundraiser so he introduced himself and offered to show 
the man some of the work that he did for the many institutions. The 
heavy man wanted him to spell the name of the institution and he 
began looking through the various materials from the institutions. As 
the man was looking through the various materials the Rav stood 
behind his seat to look together with him and to explain all the 
materials that he was looking at. Suddenly, without paying attention, 
the Rav pressed the button on the side of the seat and it caused the 
seat to suddenly fall back in a lying position and the man at once 
lurched backwards. The Rav, out of much shame and confusion kissed 
the man on his forehead and quickly returned the seat to the upright 
position and he settled in his seat so as not to embarrass the man 
when he tried to sit up. 
After a few minutes of great embarrassment, the man called to him and asked 
him to come over to him, he approached and apologized profusely, but the 
man was smiling and excited and this is what he said, “You should know that I 
am called ‘The Holy Priest’. I know all the high-level officials in the country 
beginning with the prime minister and all his officers and many other people in 
Israel. Because of my wealth, they all want a large donation from me but I 
don’t know who is sincere and who is not. I asked Hashem for a sign as to who 
I should donate to and I said that the first person to kiss me on the forehead 
will get a sizable donation, and you are the first person to kiss my forehead!!! 
If you don’t believe me, you can ask my wife because I gave her this sign.” 
He wanted to know what the need was right now, and the Rav told him that 
they had just started building a home for girls and he took out many loans to 
start digging. The priest asked for the details of the expenses for the project 
and he gave the sum for the entire project. 
I hope I have related the details well.                                                                  .י.פ 

 

He urged him and he accepted – ויפצר בו ויקח 
Every child knows that if he is given a candy, his parents have 
trained him to say thank you, how would we look at a little 
child who gets a treat and does not say thank you? Surely, we 
would not be pleased with this, and so, it is fitting for everyone 
to be grateful for all that he receives. In the Holy Torah and in 
Chaza”l the obligation to be grateful is brought down many 
times, to the extent that the Gemara (Berachos 35b) states, 
‘whoever derives benefit from this world without first reciting 
a blessing is called a thief’, and why go to this extent? Giving 
thanks is a form of payment for what was received, particularly 
when one receives something that one would not ordinarily 
pay for or when one receives a gift, the way to pay for it is by 
thanking and showing gratitude to the one who gave it. 
It is interesting to note that in this parsha we see the 
difference between a righteous individual and a wicked 
individual, for when Yaakov Avinu wanted to give gifts to his 
brother Eisav, at first, he refused, however, once Yaakov urged 
him, he took them without saying thank you. The same thing 
happened with Ephron the Chiti, that when Avraham Avinu 
purchased the Mearas HaMachpeilah, at first, he said (23:11) 

לך נתתיה'השדה נתתי לך והמערה אשר בו '  - ‘I have given the 
field to you, and as for the cave that is in it, I have given it to 
you’, without money! But immediately after this he demanded 
an exorbitant amount of four hundred silver shekalim in 
negotiable currency, and he even made light of this by saying 
 between me and you – what is it?’. In‘ – 'ביני ובינך מה היא'
contrast to this we see by the Holy Forefathers, by Avraham 
 and he bowed down‘ – 'וישתחו אברהם לפני עם הארץ' ,(23:7)
before the people’ and even Yaakov bowed down before Eisav 
seven times (33:3) and afterwards he literally pleaded with 
him that he was really helping him by accepting the gifts. 
This then is the difference between the ways of the righteous 
and the wicked, for the wicked feel that everything that he has 
is coming to him and he cannot even imagine that someone is 
giving it to him, and therefore, he is not able to thank when 
something is given to him or if someone does him a favor. 
However, the righteous one always feels that ‘nothing is 
coming to me’ and so he thanks Hashem Yisbarach for 
everything that he has, and when someone does him a favor 
he is not ashamed to thank him for it. Even if he is able to 
plead with someone until he agrees to accept a gift from him, 
and give him the feeling that the recipient is doing him a large 
favor by agreeing to accept it from him. This is the difference 
between Eisav who says (33:9) 'יש לי רב, יהי לך אשר לך' – ‘I 
have plenty, let what you have remain yours’ and Yaakov who 
says (33:11) 'כי חנני אלוקים וכי יש לי כל' – ‘As Hashem has been 
gracious to me and since I have everything’.                                             
– Tiv HaTorah - Vayishlach 

 



 

 

The Importance of Time –  הזמןיקרת  

 

כי יפגשך עשו אחי ושאלך לאמר למי אתה ואנה תלך ולמי אלה לפניך: 
 )לב:יח(

When my brother Eisav meets you, and asks you, saying, ‘Whose 
are you, where are you going, and to whom are these that are 
before you? (32:18) 
Behold, the way of the world is that even if a person sees a convoy 
passing before him he is not usually interested in these people, and 
where they are heading, and even if at times his curiosity is aroused 
to know who these people passing before him are, he is 
embarrassed to find out about them and to ask them about their 
trip, and even if you find the odd person who will enter into a 
conversation with them and ask them how they ended up in this 
place and where are they going, still one will certainly not ask them 
about the belonging they are taking with them, as even this odd 
individual knows that even this chance meeting along the way is not 
enough of a reason for anyone travelling to go into great detail 
about his personal business. And since this is so, we have to 
understand the words of Yaakov to his messengers, why he 
instructed them to respond to Eisav only after he started the 
conversation, and as indicated by the parsha before us, wasn’t 
Yaakov’s intent to appease Eisav with this gift, and so, he should 
have instructed them that immediately upon encountering Eisav 
they should have begun the conversation, and reveal to him that 
they are the agents of Yaakov and they are presenting a gift to him, 
and why did he request of them to wait until Eisav asked? 
Perhaps we can say that Yaakov knew beforehand that without a 
doubt it would be Eisav who would begin the conversation, even 
though this is not logical nor is it proper etiquette. Logic is only 
relevant to those that have a purpose to their time, and so, since 
they know what they must do to save time they will not come to 
things that logic would not dictate. However, the wicked of the 
world who have no specific purpose to their time, logic is not a 
factor at all, as idleness brings them to boredom, and since this is 
so, they want to feel their void with idle chatter with whomever 
they find, common sense and logic are negated by them because of 
the strong urge to pass the day, and since Yaakov knew that there 
was no substance in the nonsensical world of Eisav, he knew that as 
soon as he was confronted by the messengers he would be the one 
to begin the conversation, and already from the outset he 
instructed them how to answer his words, without even the 
possibility that they would have to start the conversation. 
We find something similar by those whose time is very dear to 
them as well, for anything that is prepared for the sake of Israel 
there is no set amount of time that is given from Heaven, and as 
Chaza”l have stated (Avos 4:17) ‘Better one hour of repentance and 
good deeds in this world than the entire life of the World to Come’ 
and even though a person is aware of this, we find that sometimes 
he wastes his time and he looks for something to do to kill time, 
and the one who contemplates about the great loss because of 
wasting time will realize that this is literally destruction, and a 
person should be careful about sitting idly like a fool who loses 
what is given to him, and this is a true barrier, for who is forcing 
him to not fulfill the words of Chaza”l (Eiruvin 54a) ‘Grab and eat! 
Grab and eat!’ This is only a spirit of foolishness that has entered 
into him and has brought him to have a lack of desire for Torah and 
service.     
 
 

The advice for these people whose Inclination is standing at the 
doorway to their hearts, and is negating them from setting aside 
time for the service of Hashem Yisbarach, they should see to reduce 
the mountain that the Inclination has stood before them, for this is 
the way of the Inclination, when it sees that a person wants to do 
some service that is dear to his Creator it immediately begins a 
conversation and it explains the great difficulty of the matter, and it 
wants to turn away the will of the person, therefore, when a person 
realizes that he cannot stand up against the arguments of the 
Inclination under any circumstances, he should lift up his hands and 
immediately give in to his Inclination, rather he must respond to it, 
saying: ‘If the service that I want to do is indeed too difficult for me, 
then at least I will do whatever I can do, and at least in this way he 
will not come to chas v’chalilah be idle. 
I know and have seen many special people who have acted this 
way, and they did whatever they could as long as they did not 
waste time. Here in Yerushalayim, there was a man, a great Talmid 
Chacham, HaRav HaGaon R’ Aharon Slotkin zt”l who was fluent in 
the writings of the Ari by heart. This man had a very rare quality, 
although he was very learned when he became older it was very 
difficult to delve into the Torah, and since this was so, he left 
Yeshivas Sha’ar HaShamayim and he joined a group that recited 
Tehillim established by HaRav HaChassid Rebbe Mendel Gefner zt”l 
for the elderly and the weak who did not have the strength to study 
anything else. R’ Aharon, even though he was a distinguished 
Talmid Chacham, did not stand on his honor and he joined this 
group, saying, ‘This is what I am able to do now, although learning is 
difficult for me this still does not allow me to waste time.’ 
If a person doers what he is able to do, he will ultimately realize 
that what he thought was something difficult at the outset is only a 
deception, similar to what we see in our parsha that Yaakov said in 
his Tefillah (32:11)  כי במקלי עברתי את הירדן הזה ועתה הייתי לשני'

 For with my staff I crossed this Jordan and now I have – מחנות'
become two camps’ that the letters מקל"י [my staff] are similar to 
the letters  ל"יק"ל  [it is easy for me], and Yaakov’s intent with this 
was that true, at first he saw that he had to set up two camps [for 
Yaakov knew that he had a hidden service to establish the Twelve 
Tribes of Hashem )"י"ב שבטי י(] it seemed to him that this task was 
too difficult for him to do, therefore he had the idea to minimize 
the matter, saying, ‘At least I will do what I can, at least I will divide 
the matter into two, and I will only do half’. However, since he did 
whatever he could, the kindness of Hashem Yisbarach was with him 
and He helped him complete the task and he merited making two 
camps, that is, the Twelve Tribes of Hashem. 
Similarly, I heard regarding my Teacher, my Rebbe, HaGaon 
HaTzaddik Rebbe Binyamin Rabinovitz zt”l, that someone was once 
observing him and he saw that he sat and learned for seven hours 
straight without lifting his eyes from the Gemara even once. He was 
very amazed by this incident, so he got up the courage and asked 
him where he derived his strength from to be able to be involved in 
the Gemara for so many long hours. Rebbe Binyamin answered him, 
‘I too did not think at first that I would be able to do this, but, I said 
to myself, that regardless I will do whatever I can, and isn’t learning 
for five minutes straight is not difficult in sanctity, and so, I began to 
accustom myself to learn the Gemara for just five minutes straight. 
After I saw that I was successful and I was used to this, I 
accustomed myself to learn an additional five minutes, and so, in 
stages I was able to add from the mundane to holy until I eventually 
was able to reach a level of seven hours uninterrupted…’ 
 
    
 


