
 

 

 

The Levush writes that on Shabbos we can attain higher 
levels of wisdom as it is a day especially designated for this 
purpose.  Therefore, we should seek ways to increase the 
amount of Torah that we discuss on this holy day. 
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We hope that these Divrei Torah, which are 
designed especially for use during the seudos, 

will בע״ה enhance your Shabbos.  
 

To subscribe directly or unsubscribe please 
send an email to: 

shemetz.taher@gmail.com 

 
Look out for details of the forthcoming  

book/e-book of divrei Torah 
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ֶאת־ַהֻּׁשְלָחן ֶאת־ֲארֹון ָהֵעֻדת ְוֶאת־ַּבָּדיו ...      [39:35-6]  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

The Oron and its poles … the table 
When providing an inventory of all the vessels that were brought to Moshe, the 
possuk only mentions the accompanying poles, used to carry the vessels, in relation 
to the Oron (ark) as well as the copper mizbayach (altar), but not in respect of the 
shulchan (table) or the golden mizbayach, both of which were housed in the Kodesh 
part of the Mishkan.  Why does the Torah make such a distinction, given that all four 
items had such poles?  The Netziv explains that the Oron represents the Torah and 
the copper mizbayach represents the Avodoh (service in the Mishkan/Temple). 
Torah and Avodoh, which now consists of tefilloh (prayer), will always be with Klal 
Yisroel, even after the churban (destruction of the Beis haMikdosh) and even in the 
darkest days of our golus (exile).  On the other hand, the shulchan represents 
malchus (monarchy) and the golden mizbayach represents the kehunah 
(priesthood).  Both of these will cease to function after the churban.  Therefore, the 
poles were put into the rings of the Oron and the copper mizbayach immediately 
after their construction was complete.  This was to symbolise that, even during the 
travels of Klal Yisroel in golus, they will have both Torah and tefilloh.  The poles are 
directly associated with travelling as they were used by the Kohanim to transport 
the holy objects of the Mishkan whenever the Bnei Yisroel departed from their place 
of encampment and journeyed to the next one.  The poles were not placed in the 
rings of the golden mizbayach and the shulchan upon their completion, because 
whilst we are in golus we will have neither kings nor the kehunah.  
 

Take from yourselves a donation 

The possuk preceding this one tells us that Moshe spoke directly to the people and not to those charged with collecting the donations.  

Why then does the Torah say "take" instead of "give"?  From whom were the people taking the money?  Rav Zalman Sorotzkin brings a 

ma’aseh (story) to explain.  When Yeshivas Volozhin was in financial difficulties, Rav Chaim Solovetichik, who was then a Rebbe in the 

Yeshiva, went on a fundraising mission to Minsk.  It was here that Rav Boruch Zeldovitz lived and he was one of the Yeshiva's wealthy 

supporters.  Rav Chaim needed to raise an exorbitant sum, for which Rav Boruch agreed to solicit, whilst Rav Chaim sat and learned in 

Rav Boruch's home.  After a number of days, Rav Chaim asked Rav Boruch how he was fairing with the task and he received the reply that 

Rav Boruch had already amassed half the money.  Rav Chaim was delighted with this news and went back to his learning.  After several 

more days, Rav Boruch proudly informed Rav Chaim that he had now raised the full sum.  Elated at achieving this important goal, Rav 

Chaim returned to Volozhin.  After a period of time had passed, Rav Chaim became aware that the money that Rav Boruch raised … page 2 

ְקחּו ֵמִאְּתֶכם ְּתרּוָמה       [35:5]  
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Anyone who does work on [Shabbos] shall be put to 

death: Do not ignite a fire in all your dwellings on 

Shabbos 

Although there is a total of thirty-nine melochos (acts of 

work) that are forbidden on Shabbos, here the Torah 

specifies only one.  The opinion of an Amoro in the 

Gemoro is that the Torah highlighted an individual 

melocho to teach us that the death penalty is imposed for 

the performance of just one of these melochos and it is 

not a prerequisite to perform all of them in order to be 

liable.  However, this elucidation does not offer us an 

insight into why the Torah specifically chose the lighting 

of a fire as the example, from amongst all the others.  The 

Gerrer Rebbe, the Imrei Emes, in concert with many 

others, answers by reminding us that the fundamental 

reason why melocho is ossur (forbidden) on Shabbos is 

because Hashem created the world through these 

melochos, but that He then ceased creation and rested on 

Shabbos.  However, we are also told that fire itself was 

actually created only on the first Motzei Shabbos.  That 

being the case, we might logically think that it is not ossur 

to light a fire on Shabbos as Hashem did not rest, so to 

speak, from this melocho on that very first Shabbos. 

Therefore, the Torah specifically tells us that lighting a fire 

is indeed a melocho and forbidden on Shabbos.  

 

 

 

… was, in fact, from his own pocket.  Somewhat 

perturbed by this news, Rav Chaim asked Rav Boruch, at 

their next encounter, why it was that he kept him waiting 

in Minsk all that time if Rav Boruch himself gave the 

money.  Rav Boruch answered, "Do you think it is really 

so easy to part with such a vast sum of money?  First, I 

spent time persuading myself to give half the money.  

Only after that was I able successfully to fight myself into 

giving the balance as well”.  Rav Sorotzkin explains that 

from here we see that it is human nature to be reluctant 

to part with our money, but we are required to struggle 

against the yetzer horo and to wrestle it away from 

ourselves in order to fulfil Hashem’s mitzvos.  The Torah 

says "take" and not "give", because if we were to wait for 

ourselves to give on an entirely voluntary basis, we 

would be waiting a long time.  From a different 

perspective, the Kli Yakar writes that there are many 

times when people give tzedoko due largely, if not 

exclusively, to social pressures.  They feel it would be 

embarrassing to refuse an important Rov, who has come 

to solicit funds.  Alternatively, at an appeal event, they 

feel obliged to match the generous donations of their 

friends to avoid being shamed.  Such donations cannot 

be classified as mei’itchem, as they are not what one 

wants to give, but what the social pressure from others 

obliges one to give.  For the Mishkan, it was vital for each 

person to give what they wanted to give, not what they 

wished others to think they gave. 

השבת-ישראל את-ושמרו בני  

השבת-לעשות את   
 

Shlomo haMelech famously writes in Koheles 
[1:9], v’ein kol chodosh tachas ha’shemesh – 

there is nothing new under the sun.  The sun is 
representative of the natural world.  From the 
terminology used we derive that there can be 
something new above the sun. That would be 

Torah, which was created before the world.  This 
is the meaning of the words ha’chodesh ha’zeh 

lochem.  The literal meaning is “This month is for 
you”.  If, however, one reads the word 

ha’chodesh as ha’chodosh – the “newness”, 
then it means that the ability to change 
nature, which is only through the Torah, 

belongs to Bnei Yisroel who received 
the Torah.  

 

Sfas Emes - Parshas HaChodesh 
 

 

Continued from page 1 

 

 

 

 

ָּכל־ָהֹעֶׂשה בֹו ְמָלאָכה יּוָמת: לֹא־ְתַבֲערּו    [35:2-3]
 ֵאׁש ְּבֹכל מְׁשֹבֵתיֶכם ְּביֹום ַהַּׁשָּבת

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 


