
Parshas Achrei Mos – Kedoshim: ונשא השעיר עליו כל חטאתם 

Who’s at Fault 

The Yom Kippur Avodah of the  שעיר לעזאזלis unlike any Avodah of Korbonos in the Bais 

HaMikdash. A Yid seeking forgiveness has a Kohein offer his Korbon on the Mizbayach, 

accompanied by זריקת דם and the eating of קדשים. The שעיר לעזאזל, on the other hand, “carries 

on his head” כל עונות בני ישראל and takes all those Aveiros to be cast off a cliff out in the wilderness. 

What sort of כפרה is that?  

The Medrash states that the שעיר represents עשיו הרשע. In essence, on Yom Kippur, Hashem 

wants to help us be rid of all our Aveiros, even when we are so laden with transgressions and ill-

equipped to gain forgiveness on our own merits. Eisav is already such a Rasha. We will just dump 

a few more Aveiros on his head and be rid of them once and for all. It’s like calling the Got-Junk 

guys.  

The Tiferes Yehonoson, R’ Yonoson Eibschitz zt”l, asked, what does it mean that the Ribono shel 

Olam chose Eisav to dump all Klall Yisroel’s aveiros on his head? How does that work, that 

Hashem takes all our aveiros and tosses them away somewhere? In Beis Din shel Maalah, the 

Satan tries to accuse Klall Yisroel for yet another year of every manner of sin. The defending 

angel rises up and pleads on our behalf. Ribono shel Olam, it’s not their fault. It’s Eisav’s fault! 

The world out there is the product of Eisav and all his ilk. They created an environment that draws 

Yidden away from a life of Kedusha and Ehrlichkeit and envelops them in an atmosphere of every 

תאוות  Where did they get all these ideas? They didn’t think up all these styles, fads and .טומאה

on their own. If so, let Eisav bear the responsibility. 

A Yid comes into this world with a pure and Heilig Neshomoh. Sometimes, though, it doesn’t take 

long at all before all the “Shmutz” of the street comes pouring in from all sides. We become 

conditioned, shaped and influenced from the inheritors of Eisav’s legacy – Live for the day, like 

there is no tomorrow. Get away with what you can. Don’t think of the final accounting.  לית דין ולית

 Without all that, we would be a shining light to the world and reverse their course towards .דיין

Emunah B’Hashem and קבלת עול מלכות שמים. Think of the many people who come to appreciate 

Kedushas Shabbos and the beauty of Yiddishkeit by joining with a family that loves Shabbos, for 

a Shabbos meal. It so often is an eye opening and even life changing experience.  

Why are we saddled with so many different challenges and crises today? Are we so bad, that 

virtually every צרה that plagues the secular world, comes to roost in our midst as well? It’s not our 

fault. It is secular ideals that leave little or no room for spirituality and higher goals. It is Hitler’s 

fault for decimating our ranks and disrupting the Heiligeh Mesorah of the generations before us. 

It’s the devastating effect of the Haskalah movement, socialism, the Pursuit of Happiness and the 

Almighty Dollar, the breakdown of society and the break-in of liberal philosophies, that encourage 

and applaud every immorality and depravity and the disappearance of Tznius and decency. It’s 

the availability of every השחתה and desire, at the click of a button. It’s the relentless pull of instant 

information and constant contact with an ever growing roster of friends and likes, pulling us away 

from our own families, Rabbeim and self-introspection. It’s pollution, lead in the water, high gluten 

and white sugar. 



So are we blameless? We can be blamed, if we fail to invest the incredible  כוחות הנפשthat we 

possess to climb the heights of Torah and Yiras Shomayim. We will have to answer for failing to 

tap into the assurance of Siyata Dishmaya that comes along with taking a step in the right 

direction. We can break the mold. We can become the trendsetters of a better way of life and 

reject the world of Eisav. We can stop excusing our failures on outer influences and start exerting 

our positive influence on those around us. 

A parent contacted the Menahel of his children’s Yeshiva to complain that the Yeshiva didn’t seem 

to be doing enough to encourage proper Davening and teach כבוד התפילה. His kids don’t like going 

to Shul and they are always edgy and impatient, squirming in their seats and begging to leave 

minutes after they come. One Shabbos morning, the Menahel happened to come to davening in 

that Shul. It was then that he caught sight of this fellow ducking out before the Haftorah to join his 

Chevra for their weekly “Kiddush Club”. Now you know, the Menahel asserted, why your children 

don’t understand about  התפילהכבוד . If you don’t respect the davening and feel that you can run 

out in middle to “Chap” some herring and a few shots of bourbon, what are you expecting from 

your kids? They don’t have a problem. You do! If our Shuls are filled with the bleeping and buzzing 

of cellphones and fingers are flying across keyboards during Davening and Shiurim, or when we 

should be learning with our kids, or at the dinner table, then we only have ourselves to blame, if 

we fail to be the right example for the upcoming generation of parents, Mispallelim and Lomdei 

Torah.  קדושים תהיו . 

Have a wonderful and Heiligeh Shabbos, yk 
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Sunday, Parshas Achrei-Kedoshim – 4 Iyar 

Rav Yosef Dov (Yoshe Ber) Solevetchik of Brisk, the Beis Halevi, father of Rav Chaim 

Solevetchik. Yosef Dov (1820-1892) was born in Nisvizh, near Minsk, to Reb 

Yitzchak Zev Soloveitchik. Rav Yitzchak Zev was a grandson through his 

mother of Rav Chaim of Volozhin. Although Reb Yitzchak Zev was not a Rav 

he was known as a baki in Shas and Shulchan Aruch. By the time Yosef Dov 

was ten he knew Mesechtas Bava Kama, Bava Metzia, Bava Basra, Brachos, 

Gittin and Kiddushin by heart and was already writing his own chiddushim. 

When he was 11 his father brought him to Volozhin to learn under his uncle, 

Rav Itzeleh, the Rosh Yeshiva and son of Rav Chaim of Volozhin. After his 

marriage, his father-in-law supported him for thirteen years. In 1849, Rav Itzeleh of Volozhin 

passed away. Less than four years later, his successor, Rav Eliezer Yitzchak Fried also passed 

away. The Rabbanim decided that two descendants of Rav Chaim of Volozhin, the Netziv and 

the Beis Haleivi, would lead the yeshiva. The Netziv would be Rosh Yeshiva and the Beis Haleivi 

would be assistant Rosh Yeshiva.The sefer Beis Haleivi is comprised primarily from the shiurim 

he gave in Volozhin. His derech halimud was something that was completely new and original to 

the Volozhiner Yeshiva and was very different from the traditional way that shiurim were given 

there. His sefer Beis Haleivi was published in 1863. In 1865, a delegation from the city of Slutzk 

came to the Beis Haleivi to present him with a ksav rabbanus that was signed by all of the 

respected members of the community and recommended by Rav Yitzchak Elchonon Spektor, the 



Kovno Rav. The Beis Haleivi served as Rav of Slutzk for close to ten years, but his unbending 

battle against the maskilim and the wealthy eventually forced him from the city. In 1865, a 

delegation from Brisk came to him and offered him the position of Rav to replace Rav Yehoshua 

Leib Diskin who had just moved to Eretz Yisrael. The Beis Haleivi served as Rav in Brisk for 17 

years until his passing.  

 

Monday, Parshas Achrei-Kedoshim 5 Iyar 

BHa”B Sheini Kamma 

Rav Yeshaya Pick, author of Haga'os to Mesores Hashas and She’ailas Shalom (1799). 

 

Wednesday, Parshas Achrei-Kedoshim –7 Iyar 

Rav Shlomo Ephraim of Luntchitz, author of Kli Yakar and Ololos Ephraim. Rav Shlomo 

Ephraim was born in Lunchitz in Poland. He was a disciple of Rav Shlomo Luria (Maharshal), the 

famous talmudist and author of Yam Shel Shlomo. After leading the yeshivah in Lvov, Rav Shlomo 

Ephraim was appointed Rav of Prague. He sat on the Beis Din of that city with Rav Yeshayah 

Horowitz (the "Shelah Ha'kadosh"). Among Rav Shlomo Ephraim's prominent students was Rav 

Yom Tov Lipman Heller, author of the Mishnah commentary Tosfos Yom Tov. The Kli Yakar died 

in Prague, Bohemia, (1550-1619). 

Thursday, Parshas Achrei-Kedoshim -8 Iyar 

 Yom Chamishi of BaHa”B 

Annihilation of the jewish community of “Ashpira” (Speyer, Germany) in 1096 as recounted in the 
Tisha B’Av Kinos of Mi Yitein Roshi Mayim. 

Harav Zundel Kroizer, zt”l (2014) Harav Kroizer was one of the eminent tzaddikim of 
Yerushalayim. He passed away at the age of 91. Reb Zundel was born 
in Yerushalayim on 28 Cheshvan 5684/1924. His father, Harav Tzvi 
Hersh Kroizer, zt”l, was known as a tzaddik and oved Hashem. Father 
influenced son with his love for Torah and Yiras Shamayim, and Reb 
Zundel, in turn, conveyed this influence to multitudes of others in his 
generation, who absorbed his burning love for Torah and avodas 
Hashem. Reb Zundel learned in Yeshivah Eitz Chaim and was known 
from a very early age as a diligent masmid, and as a wondrous figure 
among Yerushalayim Prushim community. His life was one constant 
chain of Torah learning and mitzvos, with holiness and purity and great 

humility. 

For many years, Reb Zundel was a melamed in Talmud Torah Kamenitz, and later in 
the cheder in Meah Shearim. He was asked to establish a school in Lugano, Switzerland, and he 
invested a year of his life doing so. In the last 25 years, he was one of the most respected figures 
in Yeshivas Tchebin in Yerushalayim. His official job was to answer any questions 
the bachurim had in their learning but in essence, he was a role model for the bachurim who saw 
how a Yid lives a life entirely of Torah. He was a fount of Torah. He authored the sefarim Ohr 
Hachamah on all of Shas, Shulchan Aruch, the five Chumashim, the siddur and Haggadah Shel 
Pesach. His commentary was comprehensive, and he didn’t suffice with a few subjects in 
each masechta, but rather, covered the masechta from beginning to end. He davened vasikin his 
whole life, and spent the rest of his day learning or teaching. There were those who described 
him as a walking Shulchan Aruch. (Hamodia) 



Shabbos Kodesh Parshas Achre-Kedoshim -10 Iyar  

864 BCE A day of multiple tragedies. The Bnei Yisrael were defeated by the Plishtim, 30,000 
soldiers were slaughtered, the Aron Kodesh was taken into captivity, and Chofni and Pinchas, the 
two sons of Eli Kohen Gadol killed,. Eli dies at age 98 in shock on hearing the news. The Mishkan 
at Shilo was destroyed. Some of the most dramatic pesukim in Tanach. 

Rav Yitzchak Alfasi (RiF), codifier of the Gemara, author of Sefer Hahalachos (1013-1103).  

The period of the Geonim began in 589, and ended in 1038 with the petira of Rav Hai Gaon. Rav 
Chananel's father, Rav Chushiel Gaon, had set out from Bavel to collect funds for a needy bride 
and was seized by pirates. He was sold as a slave in Africa, but was later redeemed by the 
members of its Jewish communities. From Africa, he headed to Kairuan, where he became a rosh 
yeshiva. His son, Chananel, was born in Kairuan. A young student from the Algerian city of Kal'a 
asked to be admitted to Rav Chananel’s yeshiva. His name was Yitzchak Hakohen. As Rav 
Yitzchak advanced in his studies, he became keenly aware of the fact that many people were 
unable to elucidate the halacha from the Gemara due to the vast amount of material it contains. 
As a result, he conceived of the idea of compiling a comprehensive and extensive halachic work 
that would present all of the halachos and the practical conclusions of the Gemara in a clear, 
definitive manner. To achieve this goal, he retreated to his father-in-law's attic, where he worked 
on his sefer for 10 consecutive years. During this period, however, a Moslem tyrant gained control 
of Tunisia, and persecuted all those who did not accept his faith, especially the Jews of Kairuan. 
As a result, all of the city's Jewish residents fled to places controlled by the Almohides, who were 
more tolerant of the Jews. Among the fugitives was Rav Yitzchak who, with his wife and two 
children, moved to the Moroccan city of Fez. Rav Yitzchak remained in Fez for 40 years, during 
which time he completed his Sefer Ha'halachos, which is considered the first fundamental work 
in halachic literature. Eventually, he became known as Rav Yitzchak Alfasi, or the Rif. Rav 
Yitzchak was niftar at the age of 90 in 1103. He was succeeded by the Ri mi'Gaash. [some say 
11 Iyar]  

Rav Yosef Teumim, author of Pri Megadim, on the Shulchan Aruch, Rav of Frankfurt (1727-
1792). Pri Magadin is actually a 2-part commentary: (a) Mishbetzos Zahav on the Tur, and (b) 
Aishel Avraham on the Magen Avraham. He also wrote a commentary on the Torah entitled Rav 
Peninim, as well as Porat Yosef and Rosh Yosef, chidushim on various mesechtas. (some say 
11 Iyar).  

Wednesday, Parshas Emor-14 Iyar, Pesach Sheini 

Rebbe Meir Baal Haness (121 CE). A descendant of proselytes, Rebbe Meir was a talmid of 
Rebbi Akiva, Rabbi Yishmael, and Elisha ben Avuyah. There are 335 halachos mentioned in the 
Mishnah with Rabbi Meir's explanations. His wife was the famous wise woman, Beruriah. She 
advised him wisely when neighboring wicked people disturbed him (Berachos 10a), and when 
their two sons died she broke the news gently and comforted him. He was one of the five scholars 
ordained by R' Yehuda ben Bava during the persecutions following the Bar Kochva revolt 
(Sanhedrin 14). Rabbi Meir was buried in Teveria.  



Rav Tuvia Goldstein (1917-2003). Rav and Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva Emek Halacha in Boro 
Park.  The Torah world lost one of its leading poskim and an important 
conveyor of the teachings of gedolei hador from the previous generation, 
who passed away at the age of 86.  

R' Tuvia Goldstein was born in the town of Waldwa, Poland in 5677 (1917) 
to HaRav Chaim Meir. His father passed away when Tuvia was still a young 
boy and he went to live with his grandfather, HaRav Yonah Yehoshua 
Goldstein zt'l. His grandfather on his mother's side was HaRav Dovid 
Lieberman zt'l, the rov of the city of Chelm. Waldwa had been the home of 
the Bach hundreds of years earlier, and several decades ago the original 
manuscript of Hagohos HaBach on the Shas was found there.  

In his youth he began his studies in the glorious yeshivas of Europe, learning 
under HaRav Boruch Ber zt'l in Kamenitz and HaRav Elchonon 

Wassermann Hy'd in Baranovitch. He was even a member of the Wassermann household for an 
extended period. His clear thinking and profound sevoros set him apart from the other talmidim. 
At Baranovitch he studied in a chaburah with HaRav Nochum Partzovitch zt'l, rosh yeshivas Mir, 
and HaRav Shmuel Birnbaum ylct'a, rosh yeshivas Mir in the US, who says at a young age R' 
Tuvia had formed a very tight bond with his rebbe.  

By the age of 17 he had already begun to write halachic responsa. He continued his studies at 
Baranovitch until the outbreak of World War II, when he was forced to seek refuge in Vilna and, 
although he was captured by the Russians there, his subsequent exile to Siberia along with 
dozens of other talmidim from the yeshiva actually facilitated their long-term survival. 
Approximately 40 talmidim were sent to Siberia where they spent five years in a work camp.  

Through mesirus nefesh they constantly sought ways to limit the chilul Shabbos imposed on them. 
At first the camp director wanted to give them the death penalty, but when a government official 
from Moscow arrived at the camp and asked to meet with one of them, Rav Goldstein spent nearly 
an hour conversing with him. "I am a Jew, and my mother told me I must do everything for 
Judaism, and I do not want to desecrate the Sabbath," he explained.  

Upon leaving the meeting the official told the camp director he could ease their work requirements 
on Shabbos since they worked hard all week. From that point on the camp director was afraid the 
talmidim had ties with Moscow and gave them larger rations. And in the freezing cold of -40 
degrees they were even permitted to build a succah.  

When the war ended Rav Goldstein went to France where he spent two years with HaRav 
Mordechai Pogremansky zt'l, eventually receiving a visa to the US where he resumed studying 
intensely. He married the daughter of a Holocaust survivor and lived in the US for nearly 15 years 
in the same building as HaRav Moshe Feinstein zt'l, who was mekarev him very much. On one 
occasion Rebbetzin Feinstein woke HaRav Goldstein late at night saying HaRav Feinstein wanted 
him to help render a ruling in a matter of pikuach nefesh.  

For years HaRav Feinstein would pass on written psokim and teshuvos for Rav Goldstein to 
examine, since he was more familiar with various responsa and poskim and he wanted to be sure 
that his references were accurate. In various places Igros Moshe reads, " . . . which I heard from 
my friend, HaGaon Rav Tuvia Goldstein."  

Eventually he set up Yeshivas Emek Halocho during a period when the concepts of horo'oh and 
halocho were not well- known in the US, but the yeshiva and kollel were destined to become one 
of the country's leading yeshivas with thousands of talmidim learning under HaRav Goldstein. 
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