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Missing Husband 
 

The former gentile maid of Rebbetzin 

Shterna Sarah (wife of the Rebbe Rashab) 

showed up one day. She had worked for the 

Rebbetzin until she married and had then left 

Lubavitch. She would come occasionally to 

visit. Now, after not having visited for a long 

time, she suddenly appeared in tears and 

asked for help. She said that her sheigitz, her 

gentile husband, would often get drunk. 

When he would come home drunk he would 

hit her and run out of the house.  Each time 

he did this she would go looking for him, 

would appease him, and bring him back 

home. But this last time he told her that the 

next time he ran out she would never find 

him. And so it was. He ran off and she looked 

for him for a long time and did not find him. 

This is why she had come to the Rebbetzin. 

She knew that the Rebbe did miracles and she 

wanted his help in finding her husband. The 

Rebbetzin waited for the right moment and 

told her husband about her former maid’s 

plight. The Rebbe told her to tell the woman 

to go to Moscow.   

 

The maid, knowing the Rebbe’s powers, did 

not ask questions and went immediately to 

Moscow. When she reached the center of 

town, she saw a battalion of soldiers standing 

at a parade and her husband was among 

them. She immediately shouted at him to 

return home but he denied having any 

connection to her and said that he did not 

know this woman. There was a commotion 

and the commander came over and asked: 

What happened? The soldiers told him that a 

woman had arrived and claimed that one of 

the soldiers is her husband but he denied it. 

The commander had her brought to him and 

he asked her to explain herself.  She stuck to 

her story, saying: He is my husband.  He 

continued to deny it. The commander sensed 

that the woman was telling the truth because 

he did not know who this soldier was who 

had recently joined his unit and had not 

revealed anything about himself. The 

commander pressured the soldier until 

he admitted that he had run away from his 

wife.  The soldier said: I guess you went to 

see the rabbi, because otherwise, you would 

never have found me.  (reprinted from Beis 

Moshiach Magazine) 

 

When You are Connected on High…. 
 

In the winter of 5664 (1903 C.E.), Rabbi 

Shalom Dov Ber of Lubavitch (the Rebbe 

Rashab) spent several months in Vienna for  

 
 

medical treatment. He was accompanied by his 

son, Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak, who was later to 

succeed him as Rebbe. From time to time he 

would take along his son and visit one of the 

shtiblach, or informal prayer houses, and sit 

quietly in the company of the chassidim from 

Poland who gathered there, in order to hear 

from their mouths some tasty morsel of 

Chassidic ethical lore, or the story of an 

exemplary life.  One evening on the Fifteenth 

of Shevat they went together, father and son, 

to one of these shtiblach, and found a little 

group of aged chassidim sitting around a table, 

exchanging their favorite stories about Rabbi 

Meir of Premishlan. 

 

One old man related that the mikvah for ritual 

immersion was situated high up on the slope of 

a steep hill on the outskirts of Premishlan, and 

when the road leading up to it was slippery, 

people had to take the long way around the 

hill, for to walk uphill was dangerous. Rabbi 

Meir alone always took the direct route up, 

irrespective of the state of the road, and was 

never known to stumble or slip. 

 

One snowy day when the icy mountains paths 

were hazardous in the extreme, Rabbi Meir 

walked uphill to the mikvah as usual. Two 

guests were staying in the area, sons of the rich 

who had come somewhat under the influence 

of the "Enlightenment" of the Haskalah 

movement.  These young men did not believe 

in supernatural achievements, and when they 

saw Rabbi Meir that day striding with sure 

steps uphill as usual, they convinced 

themselves and each other that the road up 

there was no doubt perfectly safe, and not in 

the least dangerous. And in order to bolster 

their theory by empirical proof, they waited 

until Rabbi Meir had entered the mikvah 

building, and set out confidently up the hillside 

road. After only a few steps they stumbled and 

slipped, and needed medical treatment for their 

injuries.  One of them was the son of one of 

Rabbi Meir's close chassidim, and when he 

was fully healed he mustered the courage to 

approach the tzaddik with a question: Why 

was it that no man could negotiate that 

slippery uphill road, while the Rebbe walked 

with such sure steps, never stumbling? 

Rabbi Meir replied: "If a man is tied up on high, he 

doesn’t fall down below. Meir is tied up on high, and 

that is why he can take even a slippery hill in his 

stride." 

 

Rabbi Shalom Dov Ber of Lubavitch was under 

orders from his Viennese doctors to go outdoors for a 

certain period for a daily constitutional. One cool, 

fresh evening the Rebbe and his son went out to 

stroll in one of the avenues of the city, in the middle 

of which there was a municipal garden.  As they 

walked side by side, the Rebbe became so deeply 

absorbed in thought that he unwittingly drew the 

attention of many passersby. He walked on in this 

manner for a long time, until his son became 

embarrassed. For him each minute seemed to last an 

hour, until at length a deep sigh inadvertently passed 

his lips. 

 

His father paused, being grieved to hear that any 

circumstance could reduce his son to becoming 

morose or distressed, and said: "Why do you sigh? If 

a man is tied up on high, he doesn't fall down 

below." 

 

Connection: Wednesday of the coming week is the 

yahrzeit (2nd of Nissan) of the Rebbe Rashab. 

 

[Supplemented by Yerachmiel Tilles from the rendition in A 
Treasury of Chassidic Tales (Artscroll), as translated by 
Uri Kaploun from Sipurei Chasidim by Rabbi S. Y. Zevin.] 
 

Biographical notes: 
Rabbi Meir of Primishlan [of blessed memory: ? – 29 Iyar 
5610 (? – May 1850 C.E.)], lived in abject but patient 
poverty, yet exerted himself tirelessly for the needy and the 
suffering. His ruach hakodesh (prophetic spirit) and his 
ready wit have become legendary. He wrote no works, but 
some of his teachings were collected and published by his 
chasidim after his death. 
 
Rabbi Sholom-Dovber Schneersohn [of blessed 
memory: 20 Cheshvan 5621 – 2 Nissan 5610 (Oct. 1860 – 
April 1920)], known as the Rebbe Rashab, was the fifth 
Rebbe of the Lubavitcher dynasty. He is the author of 
hundreds of major tracts in the exposition of Chassidic 
thought.  
 
Yerachmiel Tilles is the director of the AscentOfSafed.com 
and KabbalaOnline.org websites. His mailing list of 900+ 
weekly stories (editor@ascentofsafed.com) is now in its 
20th year. “Festivals of the Full Moon,” the second of a 3-
volume series of his best stories, is now available in Tzefat 
at Ascent and KabbalaOnline-shop.com. 
 

 

    The Rebbe Rashab 

Shabbat  T imes –  Vaykhel -Pikudei  

 Candlelighting Motze Shabbat 

Jerusalem 6:18 7:30 

Tel Aviv 6:35 7:32 

Haifa 6:27 7:32 

Beer Sheva 6:35 7:32 

 

  

 



h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g  

"And he made the candlestick of pure 

gold," we read in this week's Torah 

portion, Vayakhel. "And six branches were 

coming out of its sides: three branches of 

the candlestick out of its one side, and 

three branches of the candlestick out of the 

other side." 

Surprisingly, a widespread 

misconception exists concerning the 

menora that stood in the Holy Temple. 

This misconception, whose origin lies 

in non-Jewish sources, has unfortunately 

filtered down into Jewish circles, resulting 

in a faulty understanding of the genuine 

appearance of the menora. In truth, the six 

side branches of the seven-branched 

candelabrum rose upward diagonally in a 

straight line from the center; they were 

not, as is commonly pictured, rounded in a 

bow-shape. 

What makes this error even more 

regrettable is that it is derived from the 

famous Arch of Titus, may his name be 

blotted out forever. The Roman emperor, 

seeking to memorialize his destruction of 

the Second Holy Temple and his pillage of 

the Temple's vessels, commissioned a 

work to secure his place in history. Its 

depiction of the menora, however, is not 

an accurate representation of the one that 

was stolen from the Holy Temple. Titus 

wished to improve upon the original and 

therefore "beautified" it by rounding out 

its branches. The Hebrew word for 

"branch" - "kaneh" - alludes to the 

menora's true shape, for its literal meaning 

is "a reed" - a plant which grows at the 

water's edge in an unbending, straight line. 

Both Maimonides and Rashi concur that 

the branches of the menora were straight; 

Maimonides even drew a picture of the 

menora so there would be no room for 

doubt. It is of the utmost importance that 

this ancient forgery, which, unfortunately, 

has found its way into many synagogues 

and study halls, be corrected once and for 

all, and the true form of the holy menora 

be accurately depicted. Another interesting 

feature of the menora was its "cups": 

"Three cups, shaped like almond 

blossoms, were on one branch, with a 

knob and a flower; and three cups, shaped 

What are we to learn from the cups' 

unusual configuration? The purpose of the 

menora was to illuminate - not only the 

inside of the Holy Temple, but the entire 

world. This concept is also reflected in the 

fact that the windows of the Holy Temple 

were constructed to be narrow on the 

inside yet wider on the outside of the 

structure, thereby channeling the light of 

the menora outward, to the world at large. 

Similarly, a cup that is upside-down 

represents the act of pouring out and 

providing sustenance, symbolic of the 

Jews' role as "light unto the nations." 

 

Adapted from the teachings of the 

Lubavitcher Rebbe; Shabbos Table, From 

our Sages and Moshiach Now! reprinted 

from www.LchaimWeekly.org -  LYO / 

NYC) 

 

THE MENORAH: PUTTING THE RECORD STRAIGHT 

 

like almond blossoms, were on the 

other...on the candlestick itself 

were four cups, shaped like 

almond blossoms, with its knobs 

and flowers" - a total of 22 cups in 

all. 

In his drawings, Maimonides 

depicts these cups upside-down – 

the bottom of the cup on top, the 

wider opening on the bottom! 

 

 

Painful Concern 
 

The Rebbe Rashab suffered terribly from 

toothaches, but did not want to have 

fillings put in because he was concerned 

about the fillings absorbing chametz, 

which would create a problem on 

Pesach. He once went with Rebbetzin 

Shterna Sarah to Hungary where he was 

going to meet Rabbi Akiva Sofer. 

 

The Rebbetzin asked R’ Sofer to speak 

to the Rebbe about his stringency and tell 

him there was no halachic reason for it, 

because it was only a distant concern.  

Rav Sofer said this to the Rebbe, who 

replied: Believe me; this distant concern 

causes me more pain than a toothache. 
 

 

Hiddur Mitzvah 
 

The Rebbe Rashab was known to follow 

many stringencies on Pesach, such as 

wiping the spoon each time after putting 

it into his mouth. They asked him: It 

says “lo yi’uneh l’tzaddik kol avven!” 

(No harm-sin will occur to a tzaddik). 

 

He said: That verse was not said 

regarding a hiddur mitzva (beautification 

of the commandment). 

 
Reprinted from Beis Moshiach Magazine 

 

 

That is why the verse says, "All the 

wise-hearted among you shall come" - 

one who is truly wise - "shall come" - 

without delay. 
 (HaDrash VehaIyun) 

 
And he put in his heart that he may 

teach (Exodus 35:34) 

 

These items were donated for the 

Sanctuary to teach us an important 

lesson in raising our children: Hearing - 

We must listen carefully to the Torah's 

dictates on child rearing, and must 

always hear what our children are saying 

to make sure they are receiving a good 

education; Nose ring - We must "smell 

out" our children's friends, to make sure 

that they are positive and not negative 

influences; Finger ring - We must point, 

so to speak, with our finger, the right 

path to follow, and explain the dangers 

of straying from that path; Bracelet - We 

must use our arms, that is, all of our 

strengths and resources, to ensure that 

every Jewish child receives a strong 

Jewish education. 

 
(The Lubavitcher Rebbe) 

Moses gathered together all the 

Congregation of the Children of Israel 

and said to them: "These are the things 

which G-d has commanded that you 

should do" (Ex. 35:1)  

 

Every Jew approaches a mitzva 

(commandment) with his own thoughts 

and intentions, according to his intellect 

and understanding. Yet the physical 

performance of the mitzva is carried out 

in the same manner by all. Moses was 

able to assemble all the Jews in true 

unity because the performance of 

mitzvot is common to all Jews, 

irrespective of other differences. 

 
(Rebbe of Tshortkov) 

 All the wise-hearted among you shall 

come, and make all that G-d has 

commanded. (35:10) 

 

It is preferable for a person to do a 

mitzva immediately, as the opportunity 

presents itself, and not procrastinate. 

Doing a mitzva with alacrity prevents 

all kinds of obstacles from arising to 

prevent its performance at a later time. 

   



h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g  

A birthday is more than a day for songs and celebrations. Instead, a 

birthday is a day when mazalo gover, the spiritual source of a person's 

soul shines with power. When we say "the spiritual source of a 

person's soul," we mean something more than our conscious thought 

powers. We have our thoughts and our feelings. And then we possess 

an inner spiritual core from which those thoughts and feelings spring 

forth. This spiritual core is the mazal that shines powerfully on a 

person's birthday.  

Since a person's mazal shines powerfully on that day, he should use 

its influence to focus on his individual mission and align all the 

particular elements of his life with it. As the Previous Lubavitcher 

Rebbe taught, on a birthday a person should spend time in solitude, 

thinking over the purpose of his life, correcting those matters that 

need to be amended, and making resolutions with regard to his 

conduct in the future. (adapted from Keeping in Touch, Volume 1, 

reprinted with permission from Sichos in English) 

For a human being birth is a joyous time. It is a time of fulfillment for 

the parents who were blessed with a son or daughter, for the Jewish 

people who gained another member, and for the child himself/herself 

who came into existence. On one's birthday one can rejoice in the 

knowledge that on this day his soul descended to the corporeal 

existence in order to serve the Creator through Torah and mitzvos. 

This commemoration crystalizes in the fact that at the celebration 

itself there will be more Torah and mitzvos and more good resolutions 

for the future. 

Therefore, when a person reaches maturity, each year on his/her 

birthday, it is appropriate to express gratitude to the Holy One, 

Blessed be He, the Giver of life. An individual's birthday can be 

utilized to strengthen and increase all aspects of Yiddishkeit, Torah 

and mitzvos, starting with the three pillars which uphold the world: 

Torah, prayer and charity. These good practices should be observed on 

the birthday and good resolutions for the future should be accepted. 

Most importantly, gather your family or friends for a festive gathering 

(to celebrate the mitzvah) on your birthday and the joyous party will 

encourage others to accept good resolutions - and the happiness that is 

generated will imbue your future observance with enthusiasm and 

zeal.  

This is not a new custom, rather an extension of the responsibility 

everyone has to encourage others to increase Torah and mitzvos 

among friends, in a happy and friendly way. If for some reason this 

was not so common until now, it is needed now, and as we have seen, 

it is based on the practices of the great Jewish leaders.  

   BIRTHDAY – A DAY WHEN ONE’S FORTUNE ASCENDS 

Wake Up! 
The Previous Lubavitcher Rebbe 

said, "Everyone knows that sleep 

is deepest before daybreak. We 

must be strong and vigilant not to 

sleep through the great moment 

[of the Redemption]... This is 

something that every Jew should 

know. Thus, when one meets a 

fellow Jew one should tell him: 

'Don't fall asleep before 

daybreak!'"  The Rebbe 

commented, "It is not necessary 

to create the desire  

within a Jew to fortify himself 

and to act to hasten the daybreak 

of the Redemption. All that is 

needed is to wake him up. Once 

that is done, there is no doubt that 

he will do whatever he can to 

bring the Redemption.  

(Likutei Sichot of the Lubavitcher 

Rebbe, Parshat Emor, 1991)  

 

Building the 

Supernal Temple 
Through the activities of the 

Jewish people in constructing the 

Holy Temple in this world, the 

supernal Holy Temple is built. For 

that reason, even after its 

destruction, the site of the Holy 

Temple remains holy - for the 

supernal Temple still exists. In the 

final redemption, the supernal 

Temple will be revealed here in 

this world. All will then see how 

the Jewish people had worked in 

full partnership with G-d, and that 

it was specifically through the 

efforts to build a material Temple 

that the supernal Temple was 

built. 

 

(Kli Chemda//Yalkut Moshiach 

uGeula al HaTorah) 

 

 

 

In the darkness of the pre-Messianic diaspora - we 

need more good deeds that will radiate light. And 

this activity is tried, tested and true; it will 

increase good deeds, Torah and mitzvos. Since the 

golus is seen as the time of incubation and the 

salvation as the time of birth, may our good 

actions on birth days speedily bring the ultimate 

birth of the Jewish people - the true redemption.  

Ostensibly, birthdays are quite secular affairs, 

every person (Jew or gentile) has one once a year, 

in which his "fortune rises." In fact, in Torah the 

only birthday singled out for any mention was 

Pharaoh's birthday! Nevertheless, a Jew has the 

ability to utilize his birthday - instead of letting it 

pass as just another day - he can make it a holiday 

with emphasis on more Torah and mitzvos.  

There is a golden opportunity on a birthday to 

influence a person to increased Torah and mitzvos, 

for it is a time when one's mazal is strong. A 

birthday is a plain day - no holiday - yet it is a day 

in which one's "fortune ascends." A Jew's inner 

spirituality has the power to eclipse his mundanity 

and he becomes completely nullified (attached) to 

the Holy One, Blessed be He.   

(Adapted from Birthday Reflections and 

Celebrations, reprinted with permission from 

Sichos in English) 

 

 

  



Harry (Hirschel) Moskoff, Executive Producer and 
writer of The A.R.K. Report – Secret of the 
Century, is a Canadian-born investigative 
archaeologist and Managing Director of Moskoff-
Media (Israel), MMLC, now living in Ramat Bet 
Shemesh, having moved to Israel with his family 
in 2005.  After completing Talmudic Studies, he 
later worked in Patent/Trademark law in the Tel 
Aviv area.  His true passion though is something 
quite different than intellectual property.  
 
Moskoff is known as the “Ark Expert” in all 
matters having to do with the Ark of the Covenant.  
In fact, the press has dubbed him as the “Real-life 
Indiana Jones” for his research and book on the 
subject, as he travels to Qumran, Jordan, Egypt 
and other places to discover, and film, the location 
of the Holy Ark and other Temple vessels.  This 
formed the basis for his theory and 
groundbreaking feature film by the same name. 
 
Moskoff-Media (Israel) Ltd. was founded when his 
contributions were established in earnest after 
gaining critical acclaim in winning international film 
awards for Best Original Drama, Best Short, and 
others.  His company also deals with Israeli PR 
("Hasbara") using biblical archaeology in general, 

HARRY H. MOSKOFF  

 

and the Temple vessels in particular to strengthen 
and promote the ancient Jewish connection to the 
Land of Israel, especially now that UNESCO and 
the UN Security Council decided that the Western 
Wall, the Old City, and the Mount of Olives are 
officially "Occupied Palestinian Territory."   
 
In order to counter this propaganda, Moskoff 
produces audio-visual materials to raise awareness 
that the Ark and the Temple treasures really do 
exist, and how to challenge today’s conventional 
theories.  In his book, The ARK Report (now selling 
at Barnes & Noble, Amazon and Israel365), 
Moskoff proves how the Ark of the Covenant was 
buried underneath the Temple Mount in a unique 
chamber, and where it might be accessed at the 
right time. His first movie won the prestigious Gold 
Remi Award for its USA debut at WorldFest in 
Houston, and he is currently working on a TV 
documentary that includes exclusive interviews with 
Israeli Foreign Minister MK Tzipi Hotovely, UN 
Ambassador Danny Danon, Gov. Mike Huckabee, 
the Chief Rabbi of Israel, amongst other high-profile 
figures who endorse his work on the subject (see 
www.harryhmoskoff.net for more details). 
 
As an ordained Rabbi in Israel, Moskoff’s passion 
for biblical archaeology merges with his Torah, 
having studied the Ark and the vessels of the 
Temple for over 20 years. He answers what (and 
what isn’t) in such places as the Vatican, and finds 
that there is renewed public interest in these 
treasures due to the geopolitical scenario now in 
Israel and around the world.  Moskoff 
lectures/presents and screens his films to many 
diverse Chabad Centers internationally and his 25 
articles on politics and biblical archaeology can be 
seen published in The Jerusalem Post and 
Breaking Israel News.  He can be followed on 
social media and contacted at: 
 office@harryhmoskoff.net 
 
 

 

 

 
Pesach is not that far off. Time to start 
planning your menus. Chicken is a great 
meal. How do you cook without an oven? If 
you have a Pesachdik crock pot put this up 
before you go on a tiyul with your family and 
come home to a warm meal. One chicken cut 
up into eighths (or a chicken part that your 
family likes. 8 potatoes peeled and cut up into 
eighths, 1 cup white wine, 1/2 teaspoon of 
pepper (if you use pepper, otherwise add 
some grated horseradish). The rest of the 
year I also add 1 box of mushrooms and 2 
tablespoons of crushed garlic (neither of 
which I use on Pesach).   
 
 by Alizah Hochstead, alizahh@hotmail.com     
     

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 

Farbrengen 

Question:   I have been following Farbrengen for a 

long time and it has become an important part of my Friday 
night ritual - so I decided to write you.  Perhaps that will 
ease the pain in my heart. My husband and I have been 
blessed with a fairly big family. As with everyone, our 
family has had its rough spots but, baruch Hashem, we 
have adapted.   However, there is one area that is 
particularly painful.  My relationship with one of my 
daughters-in-law has always been challenging.  Sometime 
ago we had a big fight and have not been able to make 
peace.  I have tried, but it has not seemed to help.  While 
this is our specific problem, here in our own family, I think 
this is actually more common than people think.  
Adjustment at marriage to new family members is 
complicated and can easily go wrong. Perhaps you could 
address this issue some time.  

Answer:  Our Sages discuss the mother-in-

law/daughter-in-law relationship as being potentially quite 
difficult.  Although both the mother-in-law and daughter-in-
law can be fine people, the complexities and expectations 
of the relationship can lead to challenges.  There are many 
insightful articles written regarding the dynamics of this 
relationship and the expectations and needs of each side.  
However, the common denominator in each situation is the 
need for understanding, to put oneself in the other 
person’s place. 
 
When the Rebbe Maharash (the fourth Rebbe of Chabad) 
would receive people for yechidus (private audience) his 
clothing would become drenched with sweat.  To relate to 
each person’s dilemma, to see it through their eyes, he 
would need to divest himself from his own personality and 
circumstances and clothe himself in theirs.  To answer 
their question, he would then need to return to himself.  
This required tremendous exertion.   
 
When we see a person standing in front of us, there is a 
whole universe behind what we see:  family, relationships, 
culture, home, country/city, learning, goals, expectations, 
dreams, values, emotional and physical strengths and 
weaknesses, etc.  When we are able to encourage, give 
and support a person from a place of understanding, 
empathy and sensitivity we create closeness.  This can 
take courage and emotional flexibility since the other 
person might not do things the way we do and the way we 
expect things should be done.  The more effort we place 
into understanding the other person and offering support, 
encouragement and acceptance, the better chance we 
have to navigate this inherently challenging relationship.   
 
In regards your current situation with your daughter-in-law, 
without knowing all of the details, I would suggest 
apologizing from a place of understanding and 
acceptance.  Allow her to feel your care and appreciation.  
In this case, and so to with marriage, we do not gain by 
being right.  If we stick to being right we may end up alone 
or distant.  Oftentimes there is no right or wrong, just 
different viewpoints.  When we apologize, acknowledge, 
accept and validate the other person’s viewpoint, this is 
usually a good recipe for making up.  I would then suggest 
giving her a gift.  Invest a bit of money into the gift.  The 
gift shows another level of caring (you took the time and 
money to buy something meaningful).   
 
All people are different, and there is not necessarily a 
perfect recipe to navigate this challenging relationship, but 
the more we understand and accept, the better chance we 
will have for peace.  I think it is very commendable that you 
want to work on this important relationship and, with 
Hashem’s help, I am sure you will succeed. 
Please email your questions for this column to 
coachingandcounseling1@gmail.com  
Aharon Schmidt, marriage & individual coaching and 
counseling; Jerusalem and Bet Shemesh; 
coachingandcounseling1@gmail.com, 052-524-6528 
 
 

Halacha Corner –  Blossoming Fruit Trees in Nissan:   When one 

sees for the first time during the month of Nissan fruit trees blossoming, one should say the Brocho:  
Who has made nothing lacking in His world and created in it goodly creatures and goodly trees to 
give mankind pleasure. This Brocho is said just once a year - the first time that he sees it. Although 
there are a number of Poskim including the Elya Rabba that say that if one did not say the Brocho 
the first time, they can still say the Brocho when seeing it the second time, the Alter Rebbe 
however, does not follow that ruling. According to the Alter Rebbe, if one missed the opportunity the 
first time that he saw it, he cannot say it again during that year.  ● Although the ideal situation is for 
the Brocho to be said during the month of Nissan, it would seem that bdieved (ipso facto) if one did 
not see the trees blossoming until Iyar, it would be permitted to say the Brocho. (Seder Birchas 
Hanehnin 13:14, Ktzos HaShulchan 66:9, Badei HaShulchan 69:18) ● Women who see the 
blossoming of the fruit trees should also recite the Brocho. (Nitei Gavriel, Pesach 6:6) ● One is 
permitted to say this Brocho even on Shabbos and Yom Tov (Nitei Gavriel, Pesach 6:7) ● 
Preferably, an effort should be made that the Brocho be said when seeing two trees at one time, 
however, if there is only one tree the Brocho can still be said. (Badei HaShulchan 69:18) ● The 
Brocho should not be said on trees which grow fruits that are grafted from two species, such as 
nectarines. (Nitei Gavriel Pesah 6:13) ● In Australia where the trees blossom during the months of 
Elul and Tishrei, the Brocho can be said at that time. (Nitei Gavriel quoting the MinchasYitzchok 
Vol. 10:16)  (by Rabbi Eliezer Wenger, OBM, reprinted from www.shmais.com) 
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