
 

 

Last week’s Question: 

How is it possible? To perform a mitzvah in one way, 

however if he preforms the same in a different location 

he receives five times that reward? 

Answer: 

The difference between the ‘Mitzvah of Talmud Torah’-at 

home, and the ’Talmud Torah’ while traveling. The 

Chafetz Chaim quotes a medrash in Shir Hashirim(8:12) 

that Torah learned while traveling is 500 times more 

than Torah learned at home.  

This week’s Question:  

What are the two episodes of Yebum 

in Tanach? And how are they 

alluded to in the words יבמות ? 

This section is sponsored anonymously as a 

zechus for their children to grow up into 

Yidden that bring Hashem tremendous 

nachas. 

 רבות מחשבות

The Gemara (Sotah 36b) 
states that when Yosef was 
about to sin with Potiphar’s 
wife, he saw his father 
Yaakov’s image and it warned 
him that if he would sin, he 
would not be included with his 
brothers. Rav Yaakov Galinsky 
pointed out that Yaakov’s 
message was not that he 
would be punished in 
Gehinom, nor was it a harsh 
beating. It was this simple 
message: recognize what you 
stand to gain and what you 
stand to lose, and only act 
after you have considered 
that. This is the proper way for 
us to act and to educate our 
children to act as well, to 
consider the benefits and 
losses involved to determine 
whether each action will be 
worth acting upon or not. 

Please Consider this... 

The Weichholz family in memory of  Mr. Naftali Trauring ה  “ע נפתלי חיים בן משה צבינ “לע  

Renov Family ה  “ע רב יוסף בן אליהונ ה“לע  

The Farbman  family in memory of  ה “נ מרדכי לייב בן ישראל אנשיל  ע“לע  

פרשת  וישב          

Only Before Your Eyes 

The Ohr HaChaim Hakadosh tells us what Reuvein was thinking when he suggested to his 

brothers that it was better to throw Yosef into the pit as opposed to killing him right away. 

There’s an obvious question here that needs to be address and the Ohr Hachaim Hakadosh does 

just that. If Chazal tell us that there is no escaping from such a pit, what did the brothers gain by 

throwing him down amongst the snakes, why was that better than killing Yosef themselves? The 

Ohr HaChaim Hakadosh explains that Reuvein convinced his brothers not to take the law into 

their own hands. “Our best move is to throw Yosef into the pit,” he said. “This way, if Hashem 

agrees with our judgment and Yosef is guilty... the snakes will carry out his punishment. On the 

other hand, if he is innocent, Hashem will make a nes and Yosef will be spared.” With this 

explanation however, the question grows even stronger. If this was indeed the cheshbon in 

throwing Yosef into the pit.... when the brothers saw him alive and well as they pulled him out, 

they should have realized that there had been a nes? After all, no one can survive being thrown 

into pit filled with poisonous snakes and scorpions? Yet the Brothers ignored this clear sign! Not 

only that, they even sat down to eat a meal, which was followed up by selling their brother to a 

caravan of Yishmaelim?  What happened? Wasn’t the whole reason for throwing Yosef into the 

pit to help them decide if they made the right decision? Didn’t they see the obvious Yad 

Hashem? The answer is that of course there was a nes, but the nes took place at a distance. The 

pit was deep - more than twenty amos deep - and the impact of the nes was diminished. There 

is no comparison between a miracle that you see before your eyes and one that you see from 

afar. Even though the Shvatim could see Yosef walking around inside the pit, they said to 

themselves, “maybe the snakes aren’t hungry - maybe they’re sleeping - maybe Yosef knows 

how to charm snakes.” And with that unlikely logic the powerful impression of the nes was lost.  



What was the purpose of Yosef’s second dream? Once he saw that the bundles all bowed down to him, why was it 

necessary for him to see the celestial spheres also bowing to him? According to the Yalkut, when Yehoshua bin 

Nun ordered the sun to stand still in the sky, it refused to comply, arguing that it was bigger and greater than he. 

Yehoshua replied, ‘You are a bad servant. Did not my forefather (Yosef) already foresee the sun, moon and stars 

bowing to him? ’To this, the sun was silent and stood still. It is clear, then, that the true purpose of the second 

dream was not for Yosef per se, but for his descendant, Yehoshua. When he issued a command, the sun, moon and 

12 stars - 12 shevatim- all complied.” 

 

 When the Torah describes the pit the brothers threw Yosef into it says (36:24) “v’ha’bor reyk, ayn bo mayim”. Rashi quotes a Gemara in 

Shabbos(22a) that the pit was empty of water, but it was filled with snakes and scorpions. R’ Shimshon Pincus used this chazal to bring out a 

powerful lesson. A person might say, “I don’t have what it takes to learn Torah, so why should I try.” On the other hand I don’t want my mind to 

blank or filled with inappropriate things. Therefore, I will try to fill it with other forms of knowledge and information.  R’ Shimshon Pincus 

utilizes  this Chazal to teach us how this line of thinking is misguided. A person’s mind is like a pit that needs to be filled. Chazal  compare the 

Torah too water. He thus interprets the Chazal from this week’s parsha. When a pit (i.e. a person’s mind) doesn’t have water (Torah),  it does 

have snakes and scorpions (a reference to inappropriate matters).  The Rambam  in Hilchos Issurei Biah (22:21) writes that “a mind that is 

devoid of Torah will be overcome by  inappropriate thoughts”. This thought gave me a new understanding of the current state of the world, 

with all the advances in technology. On one device you can fill your mind with endless amounts of Torah and distance yourself from other 

things. However, the moment you let your guard down and become devoid of Torah the words of the Rambam become a frightening reality.   

 Talk it Out 

It is clear from the Torah that there was tremendous strife between the Shvatim and Yosef.  The Shvatim are praised for 

being straight with Yosef. As the pasuk says “they were not able to speak to him in a pleasant manner” (36:4). Rashi 

explains this to mean that they didn’t put up a false front when they spoke to Yosef. They hated him and they didn’t 

pretend like they liked him.  

R’ Yonasan Eybeshitz says that this inability to communicate was the source of the eventual sale of Yosef. If the brothers 

would have had a sit down conversation with Yosef, it is possible that they would have understood him better. Even if 

they would continue to disagree with him, their level of hatred would not have been as intense. Negotiation and dialogue

- is an important tool in defusing an argument. If each side voices their opinion it will diffuse tension. And hopefully the 

argument will end. When people talk, even if they only agree to disagree, their anger is not as great. 

 פרשת   וישב  
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  The Second Dream 


