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וילך ראובן בימי קציר חטים וימצא “ 30:14

דודאים בשדה ויבא את אל לאה אמו, 

 ”ותאמר רחל אל לאה תני נא לי מדודאי בנך

“And Reuven went out in the days of the 

wheat harvest; he found Duda’im in the field, 

and brought them to Leah his mother.  Rochel 

said to Leah, ‘Please give me some of your 

son’s Duda’im.”  Leah had four children, and 

had stopped having children.  Rochel did not 

have any children yet.  The Torah tells us that 

Reuven brought his mother Duda’im.  

According to some, the Duda’im were known 

to be something special which can cause one to 

have children. Leah responded to Rochel, 

“Was it not enough that you took my husband, 

that you also want to take my son’s Duda’im?  

Rochel responded that in exchange for the 

Duda’im she will allow Yaakov to be with 

Leah that night, even though Yaakov would 

have been with her.  What were these 

Duda’im that Reuven brought to his mother?  

If the reason that Rochel wanted them was for 

she thought that it would help her have 

children, why did she say that she wanted 

from, “Your son’s Duda’im”; she should have 

just said that she wanted Duda’im?  Leah said 

that Rochel took her husband.  How could she 

say that – when it was Rochel who gave Leah 

the Simanim, so that Yaakov would marry 

Leah, even though he wanted to marry 

Rochel?  If anything – Leah stole Rochel’s 

husband.  The following Divrei Torah will 

expound on this topic, and support the P’shat 

offered in the closing paragraph. 

ק"רד   Reuven was – ”וילך ראובן“ 30:14 – 

about seven years old at the time.   

 Reuven was – ”וילך ראובן“ 30:14 - רוקח 

about five years old at the time.  

י"רש   – ”וילך ראובן בימי קציר חטים“ 30:14 – 

This is to tell us the praise of Reuven, for it 

was the time of harvest, yet Reuven was 

meticulous to ensure that he did not steal 

anything.  He did not bring wheat or barley to 

his mother, rather he brought her something 

that was ownerless, which no one cared about.   

שמואל מסנות' ר   – ”וימצא דודאים“ 30:14 – 

What are these Duda’im? It is from a Loshon 

of Shir Hashirim 6:3 “אני לדודי ודודי לי” – “I am 

my Beloved, and my Beloved is mine.” דודאים – 

increase love and desire between a husband 

and wife.  

 The – ”וימצא דודאים“ 30:14 - רוקח 

Duda’im was a type of grass with a very 

pleasant smell.  (There are many other 

suggestions as to what the Duda’im were: figs, 

choice fruits, grass in the shape of humans, 

Jasmine, violet, herb). 

ם"מלבי  וילך ראובן בימי קציר חטים “ 30:14 – 

 This is the first we see of – ”וימצא דודאים בשדה

the righteousness of Reuven. He went out 

during the harvest season, when there are all 

types of fruits and other good produce that he 

could have potentially taken, but he only took 

Duda’im, for they were considered pretty 

much worthless, and were Hefker.   He did not 

want to put himself in a position that could 

have been construed as theft.  He brought 

them to his mother Leah, for they were a 

Segulah for one to have a child.  Children 

generally do not want their mothers to have 

more children, for they do not want to compete 

with others for their mother’s time and 

affection.  However, Reuven only thought 

about his mother, and not himself, and 

because he knew that she wanted more 

children, he tried to help in any way he could.  

Leah did not believe in the Segulah, for she 

knew that it could only come from Hashem.   

ן"רמב   Rochel – ”וימצא דודאים“ 30:14 - 

wanted these Duda’im in order to enjoy their 

scent, and not for any medicinal or Segulah 

purposes.  It was through Tefilah that Rochel 

was Zoche to have her children.  Reuven 

brought his mother the branches of the 

Duda’im, or their fruit, which resembles 

apples, which had a pleasant scent.  The root 
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was in the shape of a head and two hands.  It 

is about that root that people say that it helps 

one have children, though Reuven did not 

bring that to Leah.     

י שטייף"מהר   We – ”וימצא דודאים“ 30:14 - 

see from here that Tzaddikim stay clear from 

any potential theft.  It says in the Torah 

Shlaima that the Torah tells us of these 

stories so that we can learn from them and 

emulate them.   

“ 30:15 – עוד יוסף חי  לה המעט קחתך ותאמר 

 And She (Leah) said to her“ – ”את אישי

(Rochel), is it not enough that you took my 

husband?”  How can we understand what 

Leah said to Rochel, when seemingly it was 

Rochel who Yaakov worked for and was 

tricked into marrying Leah?  Wasn’t Rochel 

Yaakov’s intended wife?   The entire Geulas 

Yisroel, that Klal Yisroel will be redeemed 

and be Zoche to the Geulah Shlaima, is all in 

the Zechus of Rochel giving the Simanim to 

Leah.  Had Rochel not done that, Klal Yisroel 

would have been left in Golus for eternity.  

Leah knew this, and wanted Rochel’s 

greatness to be known.  She wanted all to 

know that Rochel gave up everything, 

including her potential husband, for she cared 

about Leah, and not for any ulterior motive.  

When Rochel asked her for the Duda’im, Leah 

saw it as a perfect opportunity to make known 

the greatness of Rochel.  Leah would say to 

Rochel, that she took her husband, and Rochel 

would not respond to that.  She was truly 

humble, and gave Yaakov away to Leah, not 

because she didn’t value Yaakov, but rather 

because she cared so much for every Yid, 

especially her sister, and would not let her be 

embarrassed.   

ח"ברכת הרי  ויבא יעקב מן השדה “ 30:16 – 

בערב ותצא לאה לקראתו ותאמר אלי תבוא כי שכר 

וישכב עמה בלילה הוא, שכרתיך בדודאי בני ” – “And 

Yaakov came from the field in the evening, 

Leah went out to meet him and said, ‘It is to 

me that you must come for I have clearly 

hired you with my son’s Duda’im’, so he lay 

with her that night.”  Why is there a double 

Loshon of שכר שכרתיך?  What does it mean 

when the Arizal says that Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu helped with that match?  Leah had a great 

desire to give birth to Yisochor, who was a 

great Torah scholar, and he needed an 

extremely exalted Neshama from Above.  In 

order to receive such an exalted Neshama, 

much work needed to be done.  The Koach 

from Above needed to be brought down in 

order to bring Yisochor into this world.  Leah 

Davened fervently that she should be Zoche to 

have Yisochor, and she told Yaakov, “ שכר

 I know that my request has been – ”שכרתיך

granted, and that not only will I have Yaakov 

down here, but I will also have help from the 

Ribbono Shel Olam Above, and be Zoche to 

have an exalted Neshama, an exalted child, 

Yisochor.   

כל השבטים “ – Shemos 4 – מדרש תנחומא 

 All of the Shevatim“ – ”לשם גאולת ישראל נקראו

were named after the Geulas Yisroel.  

Yisochor, as it says in Yirmiyah 31:15 “ יש שכר

 For there is reward for your“ – ”לפעלתך

accomplishment.” 

“ 31:14,15 – ירמיה  קול ברמה ' כה אמר ד

מאנה , רורים רחל מבכה על בניהנשמע נהי בכי תמ

 So said Hashem: A“ – ”להנחם על בניה כי איננו

voice is heard on high, wailing, bitter weeping 

– Rochel weeps for her children.  She refuses 

to be consoled for her children, for they are 

gone.”  “ כי , דמעהמנעי קולך מבכי ועיניך מ' כה אמר ד

ושבו מארץ אויב' יש שכר לפעלתך נאם ד ” – “So said 

Hashem: Restrain your voice from weeping 

and your eyes from tears; for there is reward 

for your work – the word of Hashem – and 

they will return from the enemy’s land.” 

“ 30:18 – נחל קדומים  יששכר ותקרא שמו ” – 

“And she called his name Yisochor”.  “יששכר” is 

the same Gematria as, “רחל מסרה ללאה סימנין” – 

“Rochel gave over the signs to Leah.”  Leah 
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thought that she was Zoche to Yisochor for she 

gave Zilpah to Yaakov to have more children, 

and because she gave Rochel from the 

Duda’im she received from Reuven.  However, 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu prepared that it should 

come from her mouth, “יששכר” – which is the 

Gematria that, “Rochel gave over the signs to 

Leah” – for this child, Yisochor, was really all 

in the Zechus of Rochel.  With this we can 

understand that by the Churban Bais 

Hamikdash, the Avos and Imahos all came to 

speak on Klal Yisroel’s behalf, but none of 

them were answered.  It was only Rochel’s 

argument, that she was not jealous of her 

sister, that Hakodosh Boruch Hu told her to 

withhold her tears for, “יש שכר לפעולתך” – for 

there is reward for your actions – which 

actions, “יש שכר” which is the Gematria, “ רחל

  ”.מסרה ללאה סימנין

 – ”בימי קציר חטים“ 30:14 – חכמת התורה 

That which the Torah tells us that it was the 

days of harvest, the Torah is telling us that it 

was Yom Tov.  It was the Yom Tov of Shavuos 

which was the cause that Yisochor, who is the 

“son of the Torah” be conceived that night.   

וילך ראובן בימי קציר “ 30:14 - חכמת התורה 

 There are times that – ”חטים וימצא דודאים בשדה

the place honors the person, and there are 

times that the person honors the place.  These 

Duda’im that Reuven gave to his mother did 

not have any inherent value.  The only value 

it had was because Reuven brought it.  He 

was showing affection to his mother by giving 

her something, in which case the value of it is 

of no consequence, for the value is the giver – 

her son Reuven.  That is why Rochel asked 

for, “דודאי בנך” – the Duda’im from Reuven, 

and not just the Duda’im, for the Duda’im had 

no inherent value.  She wanted those Duda’im 

that had value only because it was given by 

Reuven.   

ויבא יעקב מן השדה “ 30:16 – חתם סופר 

כי שכר בערב ותצא לאה לקראתו ותאמר אלי תבוא 

 This is not something – ”שכרתיך בדודאי בני

which can be taken at face value, that the two 

holy sisters, Rochel and Leah, were bartering 

Duda’im for Yaakov.  This event is what set 

the stage for the birth of Yisochor, whose 

Shevet was renowned for its Torah 

scholarship.  Although Rochel was still barren 

and could not have children, she let Yaakov go 

be with Leah, for she knew that it was an 

auspicious time to have a child, for the child 

who would be born would bring forth the 

greatness of Torah.  Rochel was not thinking 

about herself, but of the greater good, and 

therefore said that Yaakov should be with 

Leah that night, so that the holy Yisochor 

could be born.   

וילך ראובן בימי קציר “ 30:14 - באר משה 

 It was through – ”חטים וימצא דודאים בשדה

these Duda’im that two great Shevatim were 

born to Klal Yisroel: Yisochor and Zevulun.  

Yisochor sat and toiled in Torah while 

Zevulun supported him. Together they 

brought forth the smell of the Duda’im, the 

wonderful smell of the sweet Torah.  The 

Duda’im were a Segulah, a Segulah to keep 

away the evil spirits so that a very holy child 

could come forth – Yisochor.  It was the 

Zechus of Rochel being completely selfless 

that brought forth this special gift. Rochel and 

Leah were also partners, like Yisochor and 

Zevulun, and it was the inner strength of 

Rochel that brought forth Yisochor. 

נזכירה “ :Shir Hashirim 1 – אבן שלמה 

 is ”דודיך“ ,The Zechus of the Torah – ”דודיך מיין

better than wine, for while wine can bring one 

joy, the Torah brings one to true joy, in an 

unadulterated manner. The joy brought about 

through Torah creates real love between 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu and Klal Yisroel.   

 – ”דודאים“ – Vayeitzai 156 – זוהר הקדוש 

Rochel asked for the Duda’im from Leah, for 

they were supposed to help to have children.  

Though it was not the Duda’im that caused 
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Rochel to have children, rather Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu caused it to happen through those 

Duda’im.  For it was because of those Duda’im 

that Yisochor was born, one who strengthened 

the Torah more than any of the other 

Shevatim.  Rochel had Yaakov all the time, 

and she was not letting him go to Leah; 

Rochel took Yaakov for herself.  However, 

here Rochel gave Leah permission to take 

Yaakov, and that is what caused Yisochor to 

come into the world.  The reason that all of 

this occurred through the Duda’im, was for it 

represents that which smells good, and the 

smell of the Torah is best of all.   

   Perhaps now we can understand this 

seemingly perplexing story about the 

Duda’im, and understand how important this 

is to the existence of Klal Yisroel.  The 

Duda’im were worthless in and of themselves, 

yet the great value that they had was because 

it was being given by Reuven – it was a gift 

from a son to his mother; he was 

demonstrating his love for his mother.  Rochel 

so badly wanted a part of that; she did not 

have any children, that which she so 

desperately desired.  Rochel asked for some of 

those Duda’im that Leah received from her 

son, the Duda’im that meant so much because 

it had come from her son.  Leah tells Rochel, 

“Is it not enough that you took my husband?”  

How could Leah have said that to her dear 

sister, who ensured that she would not be 

embarrassed, when her father tricked 

Yaakov?  Surely Leah was not seeking to hurt 

Rochel, for Leah as well tried to be selfless.  

She too wanted to achieve the greater good, 

despite her own feelings, and thus gave 

Yaakov her Shifcha with which two Shevatim 

were born.  While Rochel did give Leah the 

Simanim so that Leah would not be 

embarrassed, it was not done out of love for 

Leah.  Rochel was not seeking to give Leah 

her potential husband, rather she was just 

concerned about the embarrassment of her 

sister.  While it was an amazing show of her 

Middos, and how she cared for her sister, she 

did not give away everything.  Rochel then 

went on to marry Yaakov, and she was his 

main wife.  While Leah had love from her 

children, specifically Reuven, as demonstrated 

by his giving of the Duda’im, she did not have 

the love of her husband.  Leah tells Rochel 

that she took her husband, and Rochel 

immediately realizes that all of these years 

she had not done a perfectly virtuous act.  It 

was lacking in that Leah did not have 

Yaakov’s love.  Rochel knew that if Leah were 

to be with Yaakov that night, a holy soul 

would be born.  Here Rochel had an 

opportunity to be completely giving, give up 

everything she had, Yaakov, for the greater 

good – and for the happiness of her sister. 

Rochel completed her first act of Chesed of 

giving Leah the Simanim, and gave Leah her 

husband – this time with good feelings, and 

not just to protect Leah from being hurt.  A 

holy child was conceived because of Rochel, 

and it was her reward.  It was not her child, 

but it was her reward, as the Posuk tells us, 

  ”.was for your work יששכר“ – ”יש שכר לפעלתך“

The Sar of Torah, Yisochor came forth, which 

was alluded to in the Duda’im, as well as an 

ultimate Zechus for Klal Yisroel, making 

Rochel the only one who would redeem Klal 

Yisroel, and ultimately bring the Geulah.  Yes, 

Rochel was also Zoche to have two holy 

children of her own, Yosef and Binyamin – but 

her true reward was seeing the fruits of what 

she gave away – of seeing Leah have the holy 

child Yisochor in her Zechus. May we be Zoche 

to see her complete reward come to fruition in 

its completeness, with the coming of 

Moshiach, במהרה בימינו אמן!   


