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T here once was a family that
moved to a home near the forest.

The father said to his young son,
"Don’t ever climb over the gate
because there are wild animals, and
even lions, in the forest."
The child didn’t listen and he
climbed over the gate. The father
quickly put on a lion costume and
followed his son. He wanted to scare
him, so his son wouldn’t ever go
into the forest again. The child saw
the 'lion' approaching, and shouted,
"Father! Father! Help me! There's a
lion! There's a lion!" The lion came
closer, bit the screaming child, and
the child ran home crying. "Father,
you won't believe what happened to
me. I was in the forest, and a lion
came and bit me. I called for you,
but you didn’t come. Where were
you?"
"Where was I?" the father said, "I

was the lion."

When people are going through hard
times, they sometimes ask,why
doesn’t Hashem save me? Did He
forget me? Where is Hashem when I
need Him?They forget that Hashem
is the one who is creating the hard
times. They shouldn’t ask "where is
Hashem?" because Hashem is the

One who did it.

This simple and obvious concept is
surprising. We are so aware of
Hashem's compassion, that it is hard
for us to imagine that the hardships
come from Him too. He is our
source of salvation, how can we
consider Him the cause of the
hardships? But the truth is that
everything, even hard times, comes

from Hashem.

Surely everything that happens is for
the good, and Hashem definitely
loves us and doesn’t want us to
suffer. But there are times when we
deserve and need castigation, for
reasons that He knows. Even at
these times, Hashem cares for us and
minimizes the punishment to the
lowest degree possible. But it is a
mistake to ask, "Where is Hashem?"
Because who gave us these troubles,

if not Hashem?

Reb Michoel Ber Weismandl zt"l,
who saved many people from the
holocaust, had an idea which would
enable him to save thousands more,
but there were those who prevented
him (as is sadly known). Reb
Michoel Ber was devastated and he
poured out his broken heart to Rebbe
Yosef Yitzchak of Lubavitch zy"a
(the Maharyatz). The rebbe listened
in silence and let Reb Michoel Ber
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say everything that was on his heart.
Then the rebbe said one statement,
which Reb Michoel Ber later
admitted, changed his entire outlook.
The rebbe spoke slowly, pausing
between each word, so Reb Michoel
Ber would grasp the message fully.
The rebbe said, "And… who…

did… all… of… this?"TorahWellsprings- Vaye tz ei

This too was from Hashem. Those
people who prevented the salvation
were certainly punished, because
they had free choice to do better, but
the results couldn’t have been
changed. Ultimately, Hashem
decided (for reasons that are beyond
our perception) that what happened,
needed to occur – as devastating as

it may be.

Yaakov Avinu worked loyally for
seven years to marry Rachel, but at
the last moment Lavan cheated him,

and brought Leah to the chuppah.
Yaakov was very upset and said to
Lavan, "mah zos asisa li? Halo
veRachel avaditi imach velamah
rimisani — what did you do to me?
I worked for Rachel! Why did you

deceive me?” (29:25).

It seems that Yaakov had all the
reason in the world to be upset
(especially since this deceit resulted
in many spiritual tragedies, as the
holy sefarim tell us) nevertheless,
the Yid HaKadosh of Peshischa zy"a
says that Yaakov erred when he
complained. He should have known
that what happened was from

Hashem.

This doesn’t exonerate Lavan in any
way. He was certainly punished for
his deceitfulness, but we must know
that everything that happens is from

Hashem.1111

1. People like to analyze world events and tend to forget that this too is from
Hashem. People are angry at government officials for their decrees, and they

forget that nothing happens without Hashem's ruling. On this note, we share the
following story:
Someone was speaking about politics to a group of people. “The president is a
fool, because… The prime minister is cruel. Do you know what he did…”
A wise man from the group responded, “Why do you say this? Isn't it written, "leiv
melachim vesarim beyad Hashem — the hearts of kings and ministers are in
Hashem’s hands" (Mishlei 21:1). Everything that happens is from Hashem. They
can’t do anything on their own.”
The man replied, “Yes, I know that passuk, but I am speaking without that passuk.
I mean, put the passuk aside, and recognize the truth, the president is truly a fool…
and this minister is cruel…”
The wise man tried once more; this time with a parable, “Someone once made a
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AndAndAndAnd AlsoAlsoAlsoAlso thethethethe Good…Good…Good…Good…

We must remember that the good we
have also comes from Hashem. This
is obvious, but people err in this
matter as well. Because when good
things comes to a person, it is often
through messengers and
intermediaries, and a person must be
wise to recognize that the origin of

it is Hashem.

Consider the following: A poor
person who receives a very large
check in the mail from a caring

philanthropist, where should he
direct his gratitude? To the mailman,
who brought the letter? Or perhaps,
to the wealthy donor? The correct
answer is that his primary thanks
should go to Hashem, who is the

true source of the goodness.

A simple tailor once invited the
Avnei Nezer zy"a to the bris of his
first child, after he had been barren
for fifteen years. The Avnei Nezer
zy"a said that he planned to go to
the bris. The gabbai asked him,

delicious cholent, but then someone else came along and threw in an entire
package of salt. The cholent became inedible. Someone tasted a drop of the cholent
and said, ‘Recognize the truth; this is a very good cholent. I mean, put aside the
salty problem for a second, and recognize that it is very tasty…' This is what you
are telling me, ‘Forget about the passuk, and focus on the facts.’ But the fact is that
the cholent isn’t good anymore, and the fact is that the hearts of kings are in
Hashem’s hands, and everything that happens, is according to Hashem's will.”
Another story is told about a chevrah kadishah (burial organization) whose
members had a custom to drink a lechayim after each levayah. The families of the
nifarim (deceased) were often upset. "We are crying and they are sitting on the
side, enjoying liquor."
Some of these bereaved families expressed their complaint to the rav of the city.
The rav summoned the chevrah kadishah and asked them what this was all about.
They told him, "We hear so much kefirah (heresy) while performing our mitzvah.
One person says that the doctors were guilty, because they should have caught
the disease earlier. Others blame the family for not taking care better. We hear
several theories as to how this death could have been avoided. We hear so much
kefirah, that we feel we must go to the side, take a cup of mashkeh and pronounce,
'Shehakol nehiyeh bedvaro — everything happened by His word,' to remember that
everything is Hashem's plan."
The rav was pleased, "But why must you drink alcoholic beverages?" You can
make a shehakol over any other drink?"
They said, "If we do have this realization, that everything is from Hashem, don’t
we deserve a shot of whiskey?"



4444 TorahTorahTorahTorah WellspringsWellspringsWellspringsWellsprings ---- VayetzeiVayetzeiVayetzeiVayetzei

"You don’t generally go to a bris
that's far away. Why do you want to
travel to this one?"
The Avnei Nezer replied, "That
father made a kiddush Hashem;
therefore I want to participate in this

bris.”

The Avnei Nezer explained, “The
father told me, ‘Hashem helped me,
and after fifteen years of waiting,
Hashem granted me a son.’ That was
the first time I hear someone say that
the salvation came from Hashem.
Generally, I hear people say that
they received their yeshuah
(salvation) from the rebbe of Gur, or
from the Kotzker rebbe, or from
Radzamin. This is the first time I
hear someone recognizing that
Hashem performed the miracle. This
recognition is a kiddush Hashem,
and therefore I want to attend the

bris.”

TheTheTheThe HardshipsHardshipsHardshipsHardships areareareare forforforfor ourourourour BenefitBenefitBenefitBenefit

The Chofetz Chaim, in his sefer,
Machanah Yisrael, relates the
following mashal: There was once a
wealthy landowner (poritz) who
owned many taverns. He rented
them out for three hundred rubles a
month. Once, he had to travel, so he
appointed a manager to run his
estates and to collect the rent for

him.

This manager was arasha and

immediately raised the rent to five
hundred rubles a month. One Yid,
who was renting an inn, tried very
hard to raise the money, but at the
end of the month he only had 480
rubles. He gave them to the
manager, promising that the
following month, he would add the

twenty rubles that were missing.

But the manager didn’t forgive him.
"For each ruble that is missing, you
will receive a lashing", and he hit
him with a whip twenty times. The
Yid returned home, crying and
bruised. His wife asked him what
happened, and he told her the entire

story.

Eventually, the wealthy poritz
returned. The Yid immediately went
to him and told him how he suffered
while he was away. "The manager
raised the price to 500 ruble, and he
beat me twenty times, because I paid

480…"

The poritz was very upset when he
heard this, and he said, “For each
beating, I will obligate the manager
to pay you one hundred ruble. The
manager owns a large territory in the
city that is worth four thousand
rubles. You can have half of it.”
That night the Yid returned home
crying. His wife asked him, “What
happened? Did the manager beat you

again?”
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“No. This time I am crying that he
didn’t hit memore. If he would have
hit me another twenty times, the
manager's entire estate would be

mine.”

Whenever we suffer, there is always
a purpose. As the Midrash teaches,
“HaKadosh Baruch Hu says, "When
I give you suffering in this world,
remember how much goodness I am
giving you in Olam Haba.” There
are hardships, but they are always
from heaven, and always for our

benefit.

One of the benefits of hardships is
that after the problem passes,
Hashem will always send us great

blessings.2222

In this week'sparashah, Leah said
that she bore children as a result of
her suffering. When Reuven was
born Leah said, "She called his name
Reuven, because…Hashem saw my
affliction…" (29:32). When Shimon
was born Leah said, "Hashem heard
that I was hated, so he also gave me
this child…" (29:33). She attributed
the good that she received to her
suffering. This is a pattern, which
Hashem placed into the world: after

suffering, come special blessings.

The Torah tells us, "Rachel saw that
she wasn’t having children, and she

was jealous of her sister. She said to
Yaakov, 'Give me children, or I am

like the dead.'

"Yaakov became angry with Rachel,
and he said, 'Am I in Hashem's
place, who refrained you from [from

bearing] children?" (30:1-2).

Bederech tzachus, Rebbe Bunim of
Peshischa zy"a said that Rachel
wanted to get Yaakov Avinu angry.
She saw that Leah was having
children due to her suffering, so she
aroused Yaakov's anger upon
herself, so she would also merit

having children.

This was saidbederech tzachus(not
an actual explanation, rather an
enchanting way to remember that
after hardships the blessings come)
however, we will now share a true
explanation, written by the Beer
Mayim Chaim. He teaches that
Rachel did indeed suffer shame, and

in this merit, she had children.

The Beer Mayim Chaim writes,
"Chazal tell us thatyesurim (strife)
cleanses a person from sin. There is
no greater yesurim than being
disgraced… Rachel thought, 'The
maidservants [Bilhah and Zilpah] are
having children, while I remain
barren." As a result of Rachel's

2. Yaakov Avinu dreamed that he saw a ladder, "mutzav artzah verosho magia
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shame, she gave birth to Yosef,
because after one suffers from
shame and disgrace, good things

happen to him.3333

In Pirkei Avos it states, "Al tehi vaz
lechol adam— do not look down at
anyone." The Chida teaches that
Hashem placed into the rules of
nature that whoever is disgraced,

will be helped.4444

Someone once humiliated Reb Meir
of Permishlan zy"a, and the rebbe
made aseudahto celebrate. People
didn’t understand; why is the rebbe
celebrating embarrassment and
disgrace? Rebbe Meir of Permishlan
explained, "We have a tradition that
shame saves one from illnesses. If it
weren't for my disgrace, I would
need to become ill, and after many
weeks of worry, discomfort and
pain, I would get better and then I

would make a seudas hoda'ahto
celebrate my recovery. Now, that I
am saved from this entire ordeal,

shouldn’t I celebrate?"

"Yaakov"Yaakov"Yaakov"Yaakov sawsawsawsaw thethethethe letterletterletterletter alefalefalefalef."."."."

The Rambam in Moreh Nevuchim
teaches, when a person remembers
Hashem, no bad can happen to him.
All misfortunes occur at the
moments when one forgets Hashem.

Hashem said to Yaakov, "vehinei
anochi imach ushmarticha bechol
asher teileich— Behold I am with
you and I will protect you wherever
you go" (Vayetzei 28:15). The
Yeitev Leiv explains that when one
is with Hashem (always focused on
emunah) he isprotected, and no bad

can befall him.

Reb Chaim Voloziner, in hissefer
Nefesh HaChaim also teaches this

hashamaymah — perched on the ground and its top reached the heaven"
(28:12). The Baal HaTurim writes, "This teaches us that when one hits the bottom
ground, even for just a moment, he will reach the heavens."
3. The Beer Mayim Chaim writes that this is alluded to in the passuk, "asaf Elokim

es cherposi — [Rachel said], Elokim (which represents Hashem's strict
judgment) was gathered up and removed because of my shame."
4. The Navi (Shoftim 11) tells us that Yiftach's half-brothers chased him away

from his father's home and disgraced him, but afterwards they called him back
to be their leader. As it states, "People came to Yiftach and said, 'come and be
our prince, and you will fight against Amon.'
"Yiftach said, 'but you hated me, and you chased me away from my father's home.
Why are you coming to me now, when you have problems?'
The answer is that after disgrace comes honor. This is a rule of nature that
Hashem implanted in the world.
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lesson. He writes, “The [following]
is a great concept and a wonderful
segulah, which removes from the
person all harm, so no one can harm
him or affect him in any way. The
segulahis: When a person affixes in
his heart the awareness that Hashem
is the true G-d, and that there is no
other power in the world, other than
Him, and that the entire world is
filled with his Oneness…. this
results that automatically all powers
and all those who desire [to harm
him] cannot hurt him, at all" (Nefesh

HaChaim 3:12).

Reb Dovid Soloveitzick Shlita
repeated three stories, which
happened by his father, by his
grandfather, and by his great
grandfather, the great rabbanim of
Brisk, which prove time and again,
that when one focuses on his
emunah, nothing bad can happen to

him:

The Jewish section of Brisk had
gates at both ends. One day, the
police closed both gates, so no one
could go in or out, and they began
checking each store for contraband.
The violators would be punished

with large fines.

One shopkeeper ran to the Beis
HaLevi and told him that he is afraid
that the police might catch him. The
Beis HaLevi told him to stay with
him in his room, and together, they

learned thesegulah of the Nefesh
HaChaim, because the Nefesh
HaChaim assures that when it
becomes clear to a person that there
is none other than Hashem, no bad
can befall him. They studied this
portion of the Nefesh HaChaim
several times, until people came to
tell them that a miracle occurred: the

police forgot to check his store.

It was a miracle clothed within the
rules of nature, because the police
were checking store after store, in
order, and when they reached this
man’s store, they decided to stop for
a break. They made a little mark on
his shop to remember where they
were up to. When they returned,
they thought the sign implied that
they had already checked this store,
so they moved on to check the next

store. This is how he was saved.

The second story happened with the
Beis HaLevi and his son, Reb Chaim

of Brisk, zt"l.

The Russian army summoned Reb
Chaim Brisker zt"l to serve in the
Russian army. (To be drafted in the
Czar's army meant a spiritual death.)
The Beis HaLevi traveled with his
son to the place where they needed
to sign up, and throughout this trip,
they studied over and over again the
segulahof the Nefesh HaChaim. The
army gave Reb Chaim a medical
checkup and said that he is exempt
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from the army, without offering any
explanation.

The third story happened by Reb
Chaim Brisker's son, Reb Velvel, the
Brisker Rav zt"l. When the Nazis
invaded Poland, Yidden understood
that they needed to escape. The
Brisker Rav acquired false passports,
and traveled with his family from
Warsaw to Russia. When they were
nearing the Russian boarder, a Nazi
ran towards them shouting wildly.
Just then a Russian soldier appeared,

and the Nazi ran away.

The Brisker Rav told his family,
“The entire time that we traveled, I
was focused on the Nefesh
HaChaim. This is how we were able
to travel the long distance from
Warsaw to the Russian border,
without disturbance. However, when
we reached the border, I felt
confident that we were safe and I
forgot to focus on the Nefesh
HaChaim. That is when the Nazi
appeared. I quickly refocused on the
segulah, and the Nazi solider ran

away.”

The first word of theparashah is
vayeitzei. The Megalah Amukos

teaches that̀ vie is the roshei teivos
for, óìà úøåö á÷òé àøéå, "Yaakov saw the

letter alef."

Alef represents Hashem, theAlufo
Shel Olam (Master of the World).
When Yaakov Avinu went to galus,
he placed Hashem before his eyes,
and realized that everything is from
Hashem. When one has this view, he
is protected, and everything becomes

good.5555

FromFromFromFrom EarthEarthEarthEarth UpUpUpUp totototo thethethethe HeavensHeavensHeavensHeavens

Chazal tells us thatíéîù (heavens)
were created fromíéîå ùà (fire and
water). íéîù is a mixture of two

words: (íéîù = íéî + ùà)

Eretz (earth) is from the word,
ratzah (wants) because the earth
wanted to do the will of its Creator

(äöø = õøà) .

The Yaavatz asks:shamayim is
missing the aleph ofeish. It should
be called eishmayim (íéîùà). And
eretz, which comes from the word
ratzah, has an extra aleph at the
beginning. Where did this aleph come
from? The Yaavatz answers that the
aleph from heaven went down to the
earth. This teaches us that even when
one is occupied with worldly matters,

5. The Noem Elimelech (parashas Vayishlach) teaches that דין  (which represents
judgment and punishment) can turn into compassion, when one adds an aleph

to it. Because then דין  becomes Hashem's holy name, י  – נ – ד – .א
The Noem Elimelech teaches that this is also seen by the word מאתיים (two
hundred). Place an aleph at the beginning of the word, and it will spell, ,אמתיים
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he should do them in a spiritual
manner, in a heavenly manner. He
should perform all his deeds with
emunah, with knowledge that Hashem
sees him. He should sanctify

everything that he does.

The Chasam Sofer adds that this
lesson is also alluded to by the
ladder which was perched on the
earth, and its peak [thealeph which
is the "peak" oferetz] reached the
heavens. This indicates that even
when one is occupied in worldly
matters, he should have it touch the
heavens, by doing them in a spiritual

manner.

For example, when one works, he
shouldn’t be so involved in his
parnassahthat he doesn’t have time
to think about Hashem. The
Rambam (Moreh Nevuchim) teaches
that when the Avos worked as
shepherds, their minds were
continuously attached to Hashem.
They worked with their hands, but

their heart and mind were with
Hashem.

As it states, "Yagia kapeicha ki
sochal — the work of your hand,
you will eat" (Tehilim 128:2). The
work of one's hands is involved in
earning parnassah, not the work of
one's mind. The mind should be
elevated, thinking loftier thoughts.

Rebbe Yechezkel of Kozmir zy"a
told the following analogy: When a
bird falls into mud, it can still fly
away if the wings stayed clean. But
if the wings get muddied, it is more
difficult, though the bird can still
shout and whistle, until someone
comes by and saves it. But if its
head also falls into the mud, there is

no hope.

This mashal is related to work. One
must be careful that his head doesn’t
fall into the mud. He can do what he
needs to, but his mind should remain

pure, thinking aboutemunah. 6666

which means two amos (a smaller amount). Because all problems become small
and bearable, when one places the aleph (Hashem) there.
6. Rebbe Yechezkel of Kozmir explains that this is the reason Yaakov Avinu

surrounded his head with stones, to be protected from wild animals. The main
thing is to protect the head.
When the Pnei Menachem was a child, his rebbe in cheder told him about Yaakov
Avinu's ladder, how the malachim were going up and down on it. The Pnei
Menachem asked, "Why didn’t Yaakov also climb up the ladder?"
"That is a good question" the rebbe told him. "Ask your father."
The Pnei Menachem asked his father, the Imrei Emes, and the Imrei Emes replied,
"It is written, vehinei Hashem nitzav alav — behold Hashem was standing above
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BasBasBasBas AyinAyinAyinAyin

In honor of the Bas Ayin’s yahrtzeit
(12th of Kislev) let’s take a few
moments to tell some praises of this

great tzaddik:7777

The Bas Ayin arrived in Tzefas on
Rosh Chodesh Elul. His original
plan was to move to Yerushalayim
immediately after Simchas Torah.
But on Hoshanah Rabba he heard a

him." Hashem was near him, so why does he need to go up the ladder?"
Another time, the Imrei Emes asked his young son (the Pnei Menachem) “The
heaven is very soft, since it was created from fire and water. So how could the ladder
rest on it? It must be that the ladder was even softer than the heavens. But if the
ladder was so soft, how did angels walk on it? How did it hold the weight of the
angels? The answer is that malachim are even lighter and softer than the ladder.”
The Imrei Emes concluded, “This shows us that whatever is softer (kinder) is
more spiritual.”
Rashi writes, "The stones were fighting with each other. One stone said, 'The
tzaddik should place his head on me,' and another stone said, 'He should place his
head on me.' Hakadosh Baruch Hu immediately turned them all into one stone…"
(28:11).
The Vilna Gaon zy"a asks, if a miracle was going to occur anyway – that all stones
became one – why couldn’t a greater miracle happen, and have the stones turn into
a comfortable cushion? The answer is that softness doesn’t emerge from a dispute.
7. The name of this tzaddik is Rebbe Avrham Dov Ber of Avoritch, zy"a. He was

a great Chasidic leader (and a student of Rebbe Nachum of Tchernobol zy"a).
In his later years, he lived in Tzfas.
The Zohar calls a yahrtzeit "yoma dehilula" which can be translated as, "a wedding
day." Why? What is the connection between a wedding and a yahrtzeit? The Rema
MiPano explains, if someone will get up at a chasunah and speak, he will need to
speak about something related to the chasunah. If he will begin speaking about
any other part of Torah, people will tell him, "It is very interesting what you are
saying, but you aren't speaking at the right time and place. Please stop speaking
right away.”
A yahrtzeit is like a chasunah. On this day, the yeshivos in heaven discuss the
divrei Torah that this tzaddik spoke and taught in his lifetime. No other Torah
conversation is appropriate on this day.
On a yahrtzeit, it is recommended to study the Torah that this particular tzaddik
taught, because this is the topic of conversation in heaven. The Meor Einayim
(Shabbos) teaches that when one studies the sefarim of a tzaddik, it is considered
as though he was at his gravesite.
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woman tell her son, “Yerachmiel!
Close the roof of the succah because
tomorrow we will sayGeshemand
pray for rain. It will certainly rain

and everything will get wet.”

The Bas Ayin said, "I see there is
deep and sincereemunah here in

Tzfas, therefore I don’t want to
leave the city."

The Bas Ayin hardly ever left his
house. Once, however, he looked out
the window and saw alevayah
passing his home. He went outside
and walked with thelevayauntil the

Rebbe Yissacher Dov of Belz zy"a said, when people come to a wedding, they
give presents to the chasan and kallah. A tzaddik’s yahrtzeit is called yoma dehilula
— a wedding celebration, and Heaven gives presents to the tzaddik. The primary
present that a tzaddik desires is to bestow kindness upon people, and therefore,
this is the present that he receives.
It is known that tzaddikim become greater after their demise. The great tzaddikim,
who brought salvations to people, during their lifetime, with their prayers can
certainly do so after their demise, because they are now on a higher level.
However, what prevents this from happening is that the tzaddikim are now in
heaven, distant from us. But on the tzaddik’s yahrtzeit, his soul returns to the
grave. Now the tzaddik is also in heaven and also on earth, and one can receive
salvations and brachos from this tzaddik on that day.
Like all tzaddikim, the Bas Ayin was devoted to helping out Klal Yisrael. It is told
that even his demise was for the purpose of helping the Jewish people. Because
there was a plague in Tzefas, and the Bas Ayin accepted death upon himself, in
order to end the plague. After his death, the plague ceased.
Certainly, as he saved and helped people in his lifetime, he continues to do so
from heaven, and especially on his yahrtzeit. In particular, the people who go to
his grave, study his sefer, learn from his ways, and/or makes a seudah to celebrate
the yahrtzeit, can merit salvations and blessings, in the merit of this tzaddik.
The Tosher rebbe zy"a, in his sefer Avodas Avodah, writes, “I know a family in
Eretz Yisrael which needed a yeshuah (salvation). The head of this family made
a seudah with ten people in honor of the Bas Ayin's yahrtzeit, and he then received
his yeshuah."
Reb Shlomo Gross z"l was a Slonimer Chosid who lived in Tzefas. He worked hard
for his parnassah selling kerosene, but his parnassah was always limited and
extremely tight. On the yahrtzeit of the Bas Ayin, he prayed at the Bas Ayin’s
grave. That night, he saw the Bas Ayin in his dream and the Bas Ayin said, “I
appreciate that you prayed by my grave (it is written in sefarim that tzaddikim enjoy
it, when people pray by their gravesite) but why didn’t you make a seudah for me?”
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niftar was buried. Theniftar was a
standard, regular person, and people
were wondering why the Bas Ayin
participated in the wholelevayah.

But this niftar wasn't so simple, as
people thought. When thechevrah
kadishah were doing taharah, they
saw that theniftar was black on top
of his legs. They asked the widow
about this and she said, “Fifty years
ago, my husband was a merchant,
and he traveled to chutz le’aretz to
sell his wares. He had many difficult
tests over there. He was even
engaged to marry a non-Jewish
woman. At the wedding hall there
was a barrel filled with hot coals to
provide heating. My husband
jumped into the barrel to save
himself from sin. The bride’s family
thought he was insane and they
threw him out. He remained scarred

for life."

The Bas Ayin said that he saw a
column of fire in front of this man’s

coffin. The Gemara (Kesubos) says
that this honor happens to only one
or two people in each generation.
This man did one outstanding deed,
and that made him into one of the
most special people of the

generation.

The Bas Ayin was in Tzefas by the
terrible earthquake of 5597/1836;
almost a thousand people perished.
The earthquake happened when he
was in his beis medresh, together
with his community. He told
everyone to come to his side of the
beis medresh. They did so, and then
the roof over the vacated half of the
beis medreshcollapsed. The Bas
Ayin threw himself to the ground,
and prayed. Afterwards, people
asked him why he needed to pray
down on the ground and he replied,
"I saw that the stones were falling
horizontally, and not downwards.
This meant that thesamech mem
(the Satan) was executing this

The next morning, he gathered ten people for a seudah. Each person brought
something else (because he didn’t have money to sponsor the entire meal himself)
and together they celebrated a seudah in honor of the Bas Ayin. After the seudah,
he bought a lottery ticket and won. He donated a portion of what he earned to the
Slonimer Yeshiva, and requested that the yeshivah make an annual seudah in
honor for the Bas Ayin. He stipulated several details for the meal, for example, he
requested that they use white tablecloths, and he set a few other conditions. Until
today, this tradition continues in the Slonimer Yeshivos, still using the money that
Reb Shlomo Gross earned on the day of the Bas Ayin’s yahrtzeit.
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disaster. When this occurs, the only
protection is total humility. That's

why I fell to the ground."

(Today, when one visits the Bas
Ayin's beis medresh, he will see that
the ceiling has two levels. This is
from the earthquake, when half the

ceiling collapsed.)

When one studies the sefer Bas
Ayin, he will see that the primary
theme repeated throughout the sefer
is humility. The Bas Ayin is buried
in a cave, in the old cemetery of
Tzfas. To come to hiskever, one
needs to bow down. Tzaddikim said
that this exemplifies the Bas Ayin’s
humble ways; one must bow down

to come to his grave.8888

TefillosTefillosTefillosTefillos fromfromfromfrom thethethethe HeartHeartHeartHeart

Someone came to Rebbe Yisrael of
Koznitz zy"a, placed a gold coin on
the table for a pidyon and said,
“Someone stole a lot of money from

me.”

“I promise, I didn’t do it,” the Rebbe
of Koznitz replied.

The man placed another gold coin

on the table, and told some more
details about his misfortune.

The rebbe said, “I need fifty gold
coins.”

The Yid turned to his wife and said,
“Let’s get out of here. We will pray
ourselves and Hashem will help us.”
The rebbe said, “You've just
received your salvation." Because
there is nothing greater than a
tefillah which comes from one's
heart.
It is important to go to tzaddikim, to
ask them to pray for us, as the
Gemara teaches, “When someone
has an ill person in his home, he
should go to achacham, and the
chachamwill pray for him” (Bava
Basra 116). But we must know that
an even stronger form of tefillah, are
the tefillos which emerge from the
depths of each person's own heart.9999

The Noem Elimelech (Haazinu)
writes, “Tzaddikim have the ability
to bring you parnassahand other
bounties with their prayers and with
their pure words. Certainly then, this

8. The Bas Ayin teaches that the Chanukah menorah is placed below ten
tefachim, because this requires a person to bend in order to light it, and if one

wants miracles, he has to be ready to lower himself.
9. Someone told the Chazon Ish that he is suffering from headaches, due to his

concentration in tefillah. The Chazon Ish asked, "What does tefillah have to do
with the mind? Tefillah is with the heart!"
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will also occur when one prays from
the depths of his own heart.”10101010

The Ramban writes that when
“Yaakov became angry at Rachel
and said, ‘Am I G-d who prevented
you from having children' (30:2) the
tzadekes (Rachel) saw that she
couldn’t rely on Yaakov’s tefillos, so
she began to pray herself… and
Hashem heard her prayers' (30:22)."
Because when one prays, from the
depths of his heart, his tefillos are

answered.

HashemHashemHashemHashem DesiresDesiresDesiresDesires OurOurOurOur TefillahTefillahTefillahTefillah

Hashem wants to hear our tefillos.
Chazal say, "Why were theimahos
(matriarchs) barren? It is because
Hashem yearns to hear the prayers

of tzaddikim."11111111

From the imahos, only Leah wasn't
barren, but she was anyway saying
many tefillos. As it states, “The eyes
of Leah were moist” (29:17) and
Rashi explains, “She was crying

because she thought that she would
fall into Eisav’s portion. Everyone
was saying, ‘Rivkah has two sons
and Lavan has two daughters. The
older one (Leah) will marry the
older one (Eisav) and the younger
one (Rachel) will marry the younger

one (Yaakov).”

It wasn't only a rumor, there was
even an agreement. The Midrash
Tanchuma writes that when Yaakov
and Eisav were born, the parents
sent letters to each other and they
made an agreement, "the older to the
older, and the younger to the
younger." But with her many
tefillos, Leah changed her destiny.12121212

Similarly, everyone has hardships in
their life, and their purpose is to
arouse people to pray to Hashem,
because Hashem desires to hear our

tefillos.

The Midrash teaches us that when
Yaakov prayed on Har HaMoriah,

10. Because of the importance of this lesson, I will quote here the words of the
Noam Elimelech:

כמה אחת על הצרופה. ואמרותם בדבורם  ושפע  פרנסה  לכם להמשיך בידם הצדיקים...יכולת גם  הלא

ב"ה להבורא לבכם מקירות כשתתפללו  .וכמה 
11. So, they weren't praying because they were barren. They were barren, so they

would pray.
12. Even after Yaakov stated clearly that he wants to marry, Rachel bitcha

haktanah, Leah continued to pray, in hope that she would not fall into Eisav's
hands. Lavan the rasha certainly had interest to marry Leah off to Eisav, but her
tefillos were answered, and instead, Lavan gave Leah to Yaakov.
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Hashem answered all of his tefillos
– except for one. Yaakov prayed,
"im yehiyeh Elokim imadi
ushemarani baderech— If Hashem
will be with me and protect me on
my way" (28:20) and Hashem gave
him his requests, as it is written,
"vehinei anochi imach ushmarticha
bechol ahser teilech— behold I am
with you, and I will watch you
wherever you go…" Similarly, all of
Yaakov's tefillos were answered,
except for when he requested,
"lechem le'echol—bread to eat."
Hashem didn’t promise him this,
because Hashem wanted to leave
Yaakov Avinu with some issue,
which he would still need to pray

for.

It states, "vayifga bamakom vayalen
sham ki va hashemesh— Yaakov
reached the place and he slept there
because the sun set" (28:11). The
Midrash reads the wordski va, as
one word, kiva which means
extinguished. The Midrash explains
with a parable: A king had a friend
who would visit him from time to
time. When the friend would arrive,
the king would extinguish all the
lights and say, "I want to speak with
you in private." Similarly, Hashem
extinguished the light of the sun,
because Hashem wanted to speak

privately with Yaakov Avinu.

This darkness is allegorical to when

people are going through hard times.
At these times, Hashem is saying, "I
want to speak to you in private. I
want to hear your tefillos." The
purpose of the hardships, are to help
people open up their hearts in

tefillah.

During the twenty years that Yaakov
Avinu worked for Lavan, he
remained awake all night, and as he
watched over the sheep he prayed.
“What did he say? Reb Yehoshua
ben Levi says he said the fifteen
Shir Hamalos… Reb Shmuel bar
Nachman said, ‘He said the entire
sefer Tehilim…” (Midrash Rabba

74:8).

When Yaakov left Lavan's house,
Yaakov understood that Hashem still
wants him to pray. The Gesher
HaChaim writes that he derived this
from the following incident: Lavan
caught up to Yaakov and said, "I
have the ability to harm you, but the
G-d of your father told me last night
that I must be careful [that I don’t

harm you]…” (31:29)

Yaakov thought,why did Hashem
tell Lavan not to harm me? Hashem
could have told Lavan that he may
not chase after me, and cause me all
this fright. This means that Hashem
still wants Yaakov's tefillos. Because
there always needs to be some
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amount of hardships, to spur us on
to pray.13131313

TipsTipsTipsTips forforforfor thethethethe HomeHomeHomeHome

Rebbe Mordechai of Lechovitz zy"a
wouldn't teach Torah on Shabbos

parashas Vayeitzei. He told his
chassidim that whatever they needed
to know, they could discover on
their own by studying theparashah.

In this parashahwe can study how
Yaakov Avinu and the holy Imahos

13. When one loans money to his fellow man, and he knows that the borrower is
a pauper and isn't able to return the debt, the Torah says, "lo sehiyeh lo

kenosheh — don’t pester him for the money" (Shmos 22:24). The Chozeh of Lublin
said, the Torah prohibits pestering the poor, "lo sehiyeh lo kenosheh, but from
Hashem, one should continue asking, until he gets his desires.
Reb Dovid of Lelov zy"a taught this lesson in this week's parashah: Vayifga
bamakom. Vayifga is similar to the Yiddish word peiger (pest). Vayifga bamakom
implies that from Hashem, one should ask and ask, until he receives his desires.
The Arvei Nachal zy"a brings a parable of a wise child. One time, he asked his
father for something that his father didn’t want to give him. "You know that I am
going to continue crying and begging you, and in the end, you are going to have
mercy on me, and give in. So why not give it to me right away? Why should I have
to endure all this crying, if in the end, you will give it to me anyway?"
The Arvei Nachal writes that, bederech tzachus, this is what David HaMelech says
in Tehilim "chaneini Hashem ki aleicha ekra kol hayom — have mercy on me
Hashem, because I am going to call you all day long" (86:3). I will anyway beg
You until you give me, so you may as well agree give me right away.
After writing this commentary bederech tzachus, the Arvei Nachal writes the true
meaning of the passuk. He teaches that the purpose of hardships is because
Hashem desires to hear people's tefillos. When everything is good, people forget
to pray to Hashem (and if they do pray, they don’t pray with a complete heart).
But when they undergo hardships, it is easier for people to pour out their hearts
in tefillah.
David HaMelech, however, promised Hashem that he wouldn’t forget to pray, even
when life was good. He said, "chaneini Hashem ki aleicha ekra kol hayom — have
mercy on me Hashem, because I am going to call you all day long –when You
bestow Your kindness on me too."
The Baal HaTurim on passuk “vayikatz Yaakov mishnaso vayomar" (28:16) writes,
“The last letters of these words spell tzibur (community) to imply that one’s tefillah
is only heard when it is said betzibur (together with a minyan).”
It also states, "vezeh shaar hashamayim vayashkeim Yaakov baboker — this is
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established a Jewish family. We
should learn from them (1) how to
speak to one's spouse, (2) how to
speak with children, (3) how to love
family, and several other essential

lessons.

Let's start withchinuch: How should
a parent speak with his older
children?
When Lavan made a treaty with
Yaakov (at the end of theparashah)
Yaakov told his sons to gather
stones and create a monument, to

commemorate the treaty.

Yaakov however, doesn’t call his
children, children. He calls them,
brothers. As it states, "Yaakov said
to his brothers, ‘gather stones'"
(31:46, see Rashi). Isn't this an
unusual way to refer to one's
children? What lesson can we derive

from this?

The Chida writes, “Yaakov Avinu
considered his sons to be like his
brothers, and this is how every
father should view his older children
– as though they are his brothers.
When one does so, there will be
peace and tranquility” (Bris Shalom

343).

As children get older, the

parent-child relationship should
become similar to a relationship
among good friends, among brothers

(or among sisters).

The Chofetz Chaim’s son writes that
it was very hard for him (and for his
siblings) to honor their father,
because the Chofetz Chaim treated
them as brothers, with pleasantness

and without sternness.

Often, however, the children's
respect for their parents isn't
hindered by being treated as equals.
The children feel respected and as a
result they will respect their parents

back.

How should the relationship between
siblings be? The answer is: Siblings
should have a lot of love and caring
for each other, even withmesirus
nefesh(self-sacrifice).
We learn this from Rachel and Leah.
Rashi writes, "In the morning,
Yaakov realized that [he married]
Leah. But at night, he didn’t know
that it was Leah. Because Yaakov
gave Rachelsimanim (signs) [so he
would know that it was her]. When
Rachel saw that Leah was being
brought [to the wedding] she said,
'My sister will be embarrassed!' so

the gateway of heaven. And Yaakov awoke early in the morning… " (28:17-18).
From these words, the Baal HaTurim derives, “At alos hashachar (daybreak) the
gates of heaven are open and it is an ideal time for tefillah.”
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she gave thesimanim over to her"
(29:25).

This was an act of self-sacrifice.
Rachel realized that she may end up
losing Yaakov altogether, but she
didn’t want her sister to be ashamed.
She helped her sister with

self-sacrifice.14141414

This should be a lesson for us. We
must love and care for our siblings,
and do whatever we can to help

them.

The Navi tells us about the great
love that existed between David
HaMelech and Yohonoson (the son
of Shaul HaMelech). Yohonoson
knew that his friendship and support
to David HaMelech would mean
forfeiting his own right to the
throne. As he said to David, "ve'ata
timloch al Yisrael vaanochi eheyeh
licha lemishneh— You will become
the king over Yisrael and I will be
your aid" (Shmuel 1, 23:17). But he

gave away the throne, because of his
love to David.

From where did Yohonoson learn
this great level of love and devotion?
The Rema MiPano zy"a teaches that
he learned it from Rachel and Leah.
He saw how the two sisters were
devoted to each other with
self-sacrifice, and he learned to do

the same.15151515

After living in Lavan's home for
twenty years, Hashem told Yaakov
Avinu to return to Eretz Yisrael.
Yaakov could have simply told
Rachel and Leah what Hashem said,
and they would need to follow him.
But instead, Yaakov convinced them
that moving back to Eretz Yisrael
was ideal for them. He said, "I see
your father's face, and it isn't good
with me like it used to be… You
know that I worked for your father
with all my might, and your father
cheated me and changed my wages

14. Leah also showed devotion and love for her sister. This is seen when she
was pregnant with her seventh child. Rashi writes, "Leah judged herself. She

said, if this child will be a boy, Rachel, my sister, will have fewer children than
the maidservants. She prayed, and the child [in her womb] turned into a girl
[Dinah]" (30:21).
15. When David was maspid Yohonoson, he said, "niflaah ahavascha li me'ahavas

nashim — your love was wondrous to me [more] than the love of women"
(Shmuel 2, 1:26). The Rema MiPano explains that "the love of women" refers to
the love between Rachel and Leah. Yohonoson learned to love David HaMelech
from "the love of these two women."
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tens of times…." (31:5-13). Rachel
and Leah accepted Yaakov's plan

and were prepared to go back.

The Shelah HaKadosh explains,
“When one wants something from
his family, it isn’t proper to force
them – even when he rules over
them. Instead, he should persuade
them – as best as he can – until they

will agree with him, and they want
the same as he wants. It is better
when they are brought to see things
as he does, than to force them to
obey. See how many words Yaakov
Avinu spoke with Rachel and Leah
so they should agree to his request
with a good heart, even after
HaKadosh Baruch Hu commanded

him to return home.”
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