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 מ ה י ר כ י ת ש א כ מ כ

 ש ק ט א כ י ה מ ץ ת ז ב

 ה ל  ד נ ל ר ו ש ב נ נ ך

 ל א ף פ ת ק ט ר ת ץ פ ד

 ת ב ש ת ו   ת מ ח ל ד ל ת

 ת ב מ ב א מ מ צ ו ו א ס

 א מ י ס ת י ז י א ב ת מ

 ק מ ע ם ו ת ה ץ ד צ ם ח

 פ ל מ י ק ה י מ  ע ל ב ת

 ו כ ש ש ל נ ע ז ע א ף  ע

 ר מ ח צ י ת ק ג ב ל ו ב

 כ ח ת  ת ן ע ב ר י ה ם ר

 מחצית כיור משחת משה

 בצלאל קטרת שבתתי ככלתו

מסוה  נפלאת עבריהם אצבע  

Letter which showed the miracle involved in the G-d-produced Luchos BONUS 



 

ANSWER KEY 

 

 מ ה י ר כ י ת ש א כ מ כ

 ש ק ט א כ י ה מ ץ ת ז ב

 ה ל  ד נ ל ר ו ש ב נ נ ך

 ל א ף פ ת ק ט ר ת ץ פ ד

 ת ב ש ת ו   ת מ ח ל ד ל ת

 ת ב מ ב א מ מ צ ו ו א ס

 א מ י ס ת י ז י א ב ת מ

 ק מ ע ם ו ת ה ץ ד צ ם ח

 פ ל מ י ק ה י מ  ע ל ב ת

 ו כ ש ש ל נ ע ז ע א ף  ע

 ר מ ח צ י ת ק ג ב ל ו ב

 כ ח ת  ת ן ע ב ר י ה ם ר

 

BONUS ANSWER:   סמ"ח 
Letter hung in the air since letters could be seen from at least 2 sides 

 



PARSHA SUDOKU 

 פרשת כי תשא 
Place the letters (or image) into each box so that each row across and each column down and 

each box-square will contain all the letters (or images). Remember that each letter or image may 

appear only once in any row, column, or box-square. 

BEGINNERS LEVEL (6 x 6) 

 ש נ י ל ח ת
 

   ת ש  

 ש     ת

  ת   ש 

  י   ח 

 ח     ל

   ל ח  

INTERMEDIATE LEVEL (9 x 9) 

 ק ד ש ה ו א כ ל ם

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   ש ם  ה ד  

  כ ל ד  ו ש ק 

 ד    ל    א

 ל   ה ד א   כ

  ה ם    ו ד 

 כ   ו ם ל   ה

 ש    ה    ק

  ל א ק  כ ה ם 

   ה ל  ד א  



 

ADVANCED LEVEL (9 x 9) 

 ק ד ש ה ו א כ ל ם
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS COIN IS VALUED AT 40 ZUZIM 

 ש ם ל  כ  ו  

      ם ק  

    ה ו  ל  

 ה       ל 

 ד  א    ם  ק

  כ       ה

   ה  ד ל   

   כ א     

   ו  ק  ה א ש



PARSHA SUDOKU 
 פרשת כי תשא 

ANSWER KEY 

BEGINNERS LEVEL (6 x 6) 

 ש נ י ל ח ת
 

 י ל ת ש נ ח

 ש ח נ י ל ת

 נ ת ח ל ש י

 ל י ש ת ח נ

 ח ש י נ ת ל

 ת נ ל ח י ש

INTERMEDIATE LEVEL (9 x 9) 

 ק ד ש ה ו א כ ל ם
 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVANCED LEVEL (9 x 9) 

ד  ש ה ו א כ ל ם  ק 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ק א ש ם כ ה ד ל ו

 ה כ ל ד א ו ש ק ם

 ד ם ו ש ל ק כ ה א

 ל ו ק ה ד א ם ש כ

 א ה ם כ ק ש ו ד ל

 כ ש ד ו ם ל ק א ה

 ש ד כ א ה ם ל ו ק

 ו ל א ק ש כ ה ם ד

 ם ק ה ל ד ד א כ ש

 ש ם ל ק כ ד ו ה א

 ו ה ד ל א ם ק ש כ

 כ א ק ה ו ש ל ד ם

 ה ו ש כ ם ק א ל ד

 ד ל א ו ש ה ם כ ק

 ק כ ם ד ל א ש ו ה

 א ק ה ש ד ל כ ם ו

 ם ש כ א ה ו ד ק ל

 ל ד ו ם ק כ ה א ש



In the Parsha Ki Sisa 
 

      Plants            Places             Animals 

Compiled from:   http://bible.ort.org/   The Living Torah by Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan 

 

Musk deer 

מר      

The Hebrew term mor of Exodus 30:23 is believed by some translators to 

be a reference to myrrh. Some scholars dispute this and suggest instead that 
it should be viewed as a reference to the musk that was obtained from the 
musk deer. The reference to the above appears in a text which enumerates 
the compounds that were necessary for the creation of an anointing oil. An oil 
that was to be used in various religious contexts.  

The musk deer is a stag that has sharp, protruding teeth. It is considered to 
be clean and kosher.  

Diet: Herbivorous  

Habitat: Nepal and Tibet.  

 
 

Strombus 

שחלת    

The Hebrew term shechelth of Exodus 30:34 is considered by some 

translators to be a reference to the onycha flower. Other scholars dispute this 
and suggest instead that it should be viewed as a reference to the finger-like 
tip of the strombus snail or to a material that was obtained form the burning of 
human fingernails. The term shechelth appears in a text which lists the various 
types of materials out of which the congregation was to produce a sacred 
incense for the Ark. The strombus is a non-kosher, pleasant smelling snail. 
Diet: Herbivorous  

Habitat: Indian Ocean.  

 
 

Aloe 

קנמן    

The Hebrew word kinman of Exodus 30:23 is considered by some 
scholars to be a reference to the dried bark of the cinnamon tree. 
Other scholars dispute this and suggest instead that the term refers 
to aloes wood (eagle wood) or lignum aloes or alternatively to "mecca 
straw". The above plant is one of a number of plant, tree or animal-
derived materials out of which a sacred anointment oil for the Holy 
Ark was to be produced.  

The bitter resin of the aloe is used in the making of fragrances.  

Habitat: South-west Arabia, south-east Asia.  

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

  

    

http://bible.ort.org/books/pentd2.asp?action=displayanchor&pentid=P2403#P2403
http://bible.ort.org/books/pentd2.asp?action=displayanchor&pentid=P2414#P2414
http://bible.ort.org/books/pentd2.asp?action=displayanchor&pentid=P2403#P2403


Cane 

קנמן בשם    

The Hebrew word keneh bosem or fragrant cane of Exodus 30:23 
is viewed by some translators as a reference to sweet calamus or 
canna as it is known in other sources. Some scholars dispute this 
and suggest that keneh bosem is a reference to a cympopogon or 
to the hemp plant. It is mentioned there as one of a number of 
plant, tree or animal-derived materials out of which a sacred 
anointment oil was to be produced. This oil was to be used to 
consecrate various utensils and furnishings inside the Holy Ark.  

Habitat: Banks of the Jordan.  

 
 

Cassia 

 קדה

Cassia is mentioned in Exodus 30:24 as one of a number of 
plant or tree or animal-derived materials out of which a 
sacred anointing oil was to be produced. The oil was used 
to sanctify various utensils inside the Tabernacle.  

The cassia is a pungent spice which is similar to cinnamon. 
It is a member of the 'laurel' family.  

Habitat: India.  

 
 

Cinnamon 

קנמן בשם    

Cinnamon is mentioned in Exodus 30:23 as one of a number of plant 

or tree or animal-derived materials out of which a sacred anointing 
oil was to be produced.  

The cinnamon is an evergreen species of the 'laurel' family. The 
spice is obtained from the dry bark of the plant.  

Habitat: India, Malaysian peninsula and Sri Lanka.  

 
 

Cyclamen 

   

The cyclamen was identified as one of the components that were 
needed for the creation of sacred incense for the Holy Tabernacle 
(See description of the main components in (Exodus 30:34).  

This flower has crown-shaped pink blossoms and heart-shaped 
leaves.  

Habitat: Galilee, Turkey  

 
 

http://bible.ort.org/books/pentd2.asp?action=displayanchor&pentid=P2403#P2403
http://bible.ort.org/books/pentd2.asp?action=displayanchor&pentid=P2404#P2404
http://bible.ort.org/books/pentd2.asp?action=displayanchor&pentid=P2403#P2403
http://bible.ort.org/books/pentd2.asp?action=displayanchor&pentid=P2414#P2414


Cympopogon 

קנמן בשם    

The Hebrew word keneh bosem of Exodus 30:23 is viewed by some scholars as a reference to 
sweet calamus. Other scholars dispute this and suggest that it is a reference to cympopogon or 
to the hemp plant. It is mentioned there as one of a number of plant, tree or animal-derived 
materials out of which a sacred anointment oil was to be produced. This oil was to be used to 
consecrate various utensils and furnishings inside the Holy Ark.  

The cympopogan is also known as ginger grass.  

Habitat: North India and Iran.  

 

 

Frankincense 

לבנה   

The frankincense is mentioned in Exodus 30:34 as one of a number 

of plant-derived materials from which a sacred incense for the Holy 
Tabernacle was to be produced.  

The yellow or red resin of this plant has a bitter taste and is highly 
aromatic.  

Habitat: Somalia, India.  

 
 

Galbanum 

חלבנה    

The Hebrew term chelbanah of Exodus 30:34 has been viewed by some scholars as a reference to the 

galbanum gum. Other scholars dispute this and suggest instead that it is a reference to the gum of the storax 
tree. The term appears in the text which lists the types of plant derived-materials from which the 
congregation was to produce a sacred incense for the Holy Tabernacle.  

The Galbanum looks like wild parsley and it is used to produce a pungent waxy resinous gum.  

Habitat: Egypt.  

 

 

Hemp 

קנמן בשם    

The Hebrew word keneh bosem or fragrant cane of Exodus 30:23 is 

viewed by some translators as a reference to the sweet calamus or canna 
as it is known in other sources. Some scholars dispute this and suggest that 
keneh bosem is a reference to cympopogon or to the hemp plant. The 

above is mentioned as one of a number of plant, tree or animal-derived 
materials out of which a sacred anointment oil was to be produced. This 
ointment was to be used to consecrate various utensils and furnishings 
inside the Holy Ark.  

 
 

http://bible.ort.org/books/pentd2.asp?action=displayanchor&pentid=P2403#P2403
http://bible.ort.org/books/pentd2.asp?action=displayanchor&pentid=P2414#P2414
http://bible.ort.org/books/pentd2.asp?action=displayanchor&pentid=P2414#P2414
http://bible.ort.org/books/pentd2.asp?action=displayanchor&pentid=P2403#P2403


Saffron 

   

The saffron was one of a number of materials that were listed as being 
required for the production of sacred incense for the Holy Tabernacle (See 

description of the main components in Exodus 30:34).  

Saffron is obtained from the stigma of the saffron flower and has yellow 
dyeing properties.  

Habitat: Israel, Mediterranean countries.  

 
 

Storax 

נטף    

The Hebrew word nataf in Exodus 30:34 is viewed by some scholars as a 

reference to the wood or the gum of the balsam tree. Some scholars dispute 
this and suggest instead that it should be viewed as a reference to the gum 
of the storax. The nataf is mentioned in the text which lists the variety of 
materials from which the congregation is to produce a sacred incense for the 
Holy Tabernacle.  

The storax is a gum-producing tree.  

Habitat: Gilead, Mount Carmel and Mount Gilboa.  

 
 

 

  

http://bible.ort.org/books/pentd2.asp?action=displayanchor&pentid=P2414#P2414
http://bible.ort.org/books/pentd2.asp?action=displayanchor&pentid=P865#P865


PARSHA GEMATRIA 

KI SISA כי תשא 

 

 80+50+10    שלש

 5+1+4+50    פעמים

 1+400    בשנה

 10+300+200+1+40    יראה

 300+30+300   50 כל

 10+200+1+5    זכורך

 20+30 50   את

 80+70+40+10+40    פני

 7+20+6+200+20    האדן

 2+300+50+5    ישראל

Bonus:      __________       Total Gematria value  

י ישראלקאל 'הבשנה יראה כל זכורך את פני האדן שלש פעמים   

Three times during the year should all your males appear directly before the Master, G-d, the G-d of 

Israel (Shmos 34,23) 

Instructions:  Using the key below for the numeric value of each Hebrew letter, determine:  

1. On the left side enter the numeric value of each word taken from a portion of a verse in the Parsha; 

then place that value in the blue column.   

2. On the right side determine the product of the math operations; then place that value in the tan 

column.   

3. Then match the numbers from the right side to the left side by drawing a line. 

 



It All Adds Up – Pashas Ki Sisa 

Fill in the missing numbers so each row, column, and diagonal each adds up!  

 The missing numbers are Hebrew letters valued between 1 and 400.  

 The numbers in each row add up to the number at the right of the row.  

 The numbers in each column add up to the number at the bottom of the column.  

 The numbers in each diagonal line add up the number to the right and above or below the 

diagonal. 

 Use Hebrew letters to enter the missing numbers. 

Bonus: After completion, circle the Hebrew word for what Moshe broke.  

    
 

663 

 731 כ  ת ש 

 256 י מ ו  ק

 640 ו   ל ת

 413 ר ה   ר

 446  ל ח ו 

1101 439 619 89 236 308 

Hebrew Letters’ Numerical Value 

 א ב ג ד ה ו ז ח ט י כ ך

20 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 

 ל מ ם נ ן ס ע פ ף צ ץ ק ר ש ת

400 300 200 100 90 80 70 60 50 40 30 



 

 

 

 

 

ANSWER KEY 

 

     663 

 731 כ י ת ש א

 256 י מ ו ק ק

 640 ו ד ר ל ת

 413 ר ה ה ג ר

 446 ב ל ח ו ת

1101 439 619 89 236 308 

 

 

 

 

 



 

KETORES 
 

ֹּאֶמר ה פרק ל לד שמות ָנה ַזָכה ַבד -מֶשה ַקח-ֶאל 'ַוי ים ּוְלבֹּ ים ָנָטף ּוְשֵחֶלת ְוֶחְלְבָנה ַסמִּ ְלָך ַסמִּ

ְהֶיה:   ְבַבד יִּ

 And the L-rd said unto Moses: Take unto thee sweet spices, balsam, and onycha and galbanam, sweet spices, 

with pure frankincense. 

 

The Rabbis learn that Ketores has eleven principal ingredients )'כריתות ו' ב(.  How do they learn the concept of 

eleven from this verse? 

 

Complete the following chart by entering the appropriate number and learn how the verse 

indicates eleven 

 

 סמים
General term for spices  

(minimum of two)  

 Name of one spice plus נטף

 Name of one spice plus שחלת

 Name of one spice plus חלבנה

 סמים

General term for spices  

(can not be two since already used; 

thus, must be equal to all the prior 

values presented so far in this verse) 

plus 

 Name of one spice plus לבנה

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

ְהֶיה ְלָך ַלה :פרק ל לז שמות ֶדש תִּ ֹּא ַתֲעשּו ָלֶכם קֹּ ֶרת ֲאֶשר ַתֲעֶשה ְבַמְתכְֻּנָתּה ל  : 'ְוַהְקטֹּ

 

Count the number of words in the above verse:     



And the L-rd said unto Moses: Take unto thee sweet spices this is two: balsam, and onycha and 

galbanam--this makes five; sweet spices--if you say this means only two more, we have already 

had this; [therefore take it in conjunction with the next words], of each shall there be a like 

weight; add five to the previous five, making ten. With pure frankincense --this makes eleven.  

Midrash Rabbah Shir haShirim 1:62 

 

 

 סמים
General term for spices (minimum of 

two) 
2 

 Name of one spice Plus           1 נטף

 Name of one spice Plus           1 שחלת

 Name of one spice Plus           1 חלבנה

 סמים
General term for spices (can not be 

two since already used, thus, must be 

equal to all the prior in the verse) 

Plus           5 

 Name of one spice Plus           1 לבנה

  11 

 

 

 

 

 

Eleven words in the verse of Shmos 30, 37 corresponds to the eleven principal ingredients in 

the Ketores (Baal HaTurim) 
  

http://www.betemunah.org/ten.html


LUCHOS 

Moshe brought down two identical Luchos. Each Luach (Tablet) was 6 tefachim high and six tefachim wide and 

its depth was three tefachim. 

(A tefach is approximately 3-4 inches; each Luach was 18-24 inches by 18-24 inches by 9-12 inches) 

                 3 

     Two Luchos 

Rectangular Cubes 

           6        

  6 

           Front 

         6 

 

       

               6 

      Back 

6 

 

 

          6 

      Top, Bottom, two sides 

3 

 

          6 

 

Four opinions as to how many Commandments were written on each Luach: 

5 Commandments    20 Commandments 

10 Commandments    40 Commandments 

Rema from Pano says the each opinion is correct.  Each one is describing a different view. 

 

How can each opinion be correct? 

 How many sides to a cube shape? 

 How many types of surface areas on each Luach? 

 Hint (10 +10 + 5 + 5 + 5 + 5) 

 

Each Luach is a rectangular cube (three dimensions are not equal).  Can the Luchos be placed together to 

form a perfect cub (all three dimensions are equal)? 

  



How can each opinion be correct? 

On the front and back sides of each Luach, there was a surface of six by six tefachim on which to write all Ten 

Commandments. However, on the sides, top and bottom of the Luchos, the surface was only three by six 

tefachim. Only five Commandments were written on the sides, top and bottom. It comes out that each Luach 

had Ten Commandments on front, ten on back, five on the top, bottom, right and left sides, for a total of 

forty commandments on each Luach. 

 

When Moshe Rabbeinu descended from Har Sinai, he held the Luchos one in front of the other. The writing 

was visible only from the sides, where five Commandments were seen on each Luach. 

ONE:   one side area seen 

                  Surface area of three by six  

            Appearing to hold five Commandments each Luach 

Later, Moshe separated them and revealed that on the front of each Luach were all Ten Commandments. 

TWO: one front area seen 

       Surface area of six by six 

  Appearing to hold 10 commandments each Luach 

Afterwards Moshe held them up for Bnei Yisroel to see, the Ten Commandments could be seen on both the 

front and back; a total of 20 on each Luach. 

THREE: one front area and one back area seen 

       Surface area of six by six for each 

  Appearing to hold 20 commandments each Luach 

Finally. Moshe placed the Luchos before Bnei Yisrael to investigate more thoroughly, they saw that five 

Commandments were written on each side, plus the front and the back had 10 more each or a total of forty 

commandments on each Luach. 

FOUR: one front area, one back area and four side areas were seen 

       Appearing to hold 40 commandments each (10 +10 +5 +5 +5 +5) 

 

  Four side areas       front and back 

 

 

 How many sides to a cube shape?       Six 

 How many types of surface areas on each Luach?            Two (6 X 6 and 3 X 3) 

 Hint (10 +10 + 5 + 5 + 5 + 5) 

Each Luach is a rectangular cube (three dimensions are not equal).  Can the Luchos be placed together to 

form a perfect cub (all three dimensions are equal)? 

If placed in one in front of the other, then the depth becomes 6 tefachim and the two “jointed” Luchos would 

become perfect cubes (per Rema from Pano, this was the initial presentation from Moshe to Bnei Yisrael). 

 



 
Parsha Pizzazz - Ki Tisa 

 

In last week's parsha, we learned about the special clothes and services of the Kohanim in the Mishkan. This week's 
parsha goes back in time a little, to tell the story of what happened when Moshe went up on Mount Sinai for 40 days . . . 
and came down to find the Jews worshipping a golden calf!        

 

Census Taking - The Jewish Way 

Before the Mishkan was built, HaShem spoke to Moshe: 
"Please count the Jews, Moshe. I want to know how many of My people there are. But don't count the people directly. 
Instead, have every single person, whether rich or poor, give you exactly one half-shekel. Then count the coins. The 
silver can then be melted down and used to create the 96 silver sockets that hold the wooden beams of the Mishkan 
together." 

(The shekalim Moshe collected were the same ones we read about a few weeks ago, in Parshat Terumah.) 

When all of the materials were ready for the Mishkan, Moshe looked around and wondered, "Now, where will I find 
people who have the skills to make everything we'll need to make? Let's see . . . we'll need someone who knows how to 
work with gold, silver, and copper . . . a jeweler who knows how to cut and set precious gems . . . an expert carpenter . . 
. an embroiderer . . . a weaver." 

"Moshe," HaShem said. "I've already chosen someone to do all of those things. One person - Betzalel, from the tribe of 
Yehuda - has the knowledge and skills to do every kind of work for the Mishkan. Although he's only thirteen years old, 
he has abilities and understanding far beyond his years. He is an expert architect, woodworker, silversmith, stonecutter, 
and more . . . and I have given him Ruach HaKodesh (Divine Inspiration). He'll have a very capable assistant: Ahaliav, 
from the tribe of Dan. Anyone who wants to help can ask them, and they will supervise all of the work." 

 

But Don't Forget About Shabbat 
 

 



 "Moshe, the people might get so excited about building the Mishkan, and so wrapped up in it once they begin, that they 
might not realize that all work must absolutely stop during the holy Shabbat. As important as building the Mishkan is, 
keeping Shabbat and resting from your work is even more important!" 

Up on Mount Sinai 

Now let?s back up to the time just before HaShem gave the instructions for building the Mishkan. You already know that 
Moshe went up to the top of Mount Sinai to receive the Torah, and stayed up on the mountain for 40 days.  

 Here's what happened while he was up there.  

 First, he and all the Jews heard the Ten Commandments. Then Moshe received many mitzvot (commandments) . . . in 
fact, HaShem taught Moshe all 613 mitzvot, including all of their detailed explanations. 

 After that, HaShem gave Moshe two luchot (tablets) made of sapphire stone, with the Ten Commandments carved on 
them. But Moshe never gave those luchot to the Jewish people . . . because something was happening while he was up 
on the mountain? 

The Jews were getting worried and impatient. They felt alone and unprotected in the desert wilderness. Moshe had told 
them that he would return on the 40th day, before noon? and according to their calculations, it had been 40 days 
already. (Unfortunately, they were one day off, because they counted the first day as one of the 40 days, even though it 
wasn't a complete 24-hour period.) 

"Where is Moshe?!" they asked each other. 

"Shouldn't he be down by now?"  

"What's going on? The 40 days are up!" 

"Who knows if he's even still alive? He didn't have any food with him, you know!" 

Then the eirev rav -- the Egyptians who had joined the Jewish people when the left Egypt -- started to cause big trouble. 

"Let's face it. Moshe is never going to come down," they said. "We need a new leader." 

"That's right! We need a leader! But who could ever replace Moshe?" 

"We'll make a golden image to be our leader!" 

"You mean an idol?!" some of the Jews wondered. That didn't sound too kosher. 

"Sure! Then we'll be able to see who we're praying to!" 

Even though almost everyone thought that making some kind of image was a good idea, most of the Jews didn't plan to 
worship it as an idol. They just wanted to have something to help them connect to HaShem, just as Moshe had always 
done for them. Unfortunately, an idol just can't be kosher, no matter what! 

 

 
 

To make things even worse, the people saw a vision of Moshe lying in a coffin, up in the clouds over Mount Sinai. (This 
dark and dreary vision was brought to them courtesy of the "Satan," the no-good angel who was up to his usual faith-
busting tricks.) 

 That did it. It was agreed. They would create an idol out of gold. 



The Gold Rush 

The eirev rav gathered around Aharon. 
"Make us an idol! Now!" they demanded. "Moshe is gone!" 

Needless to say, this put Aharon in quite a tough spot. He didn't know what to do. Saying no seemed like the right thing 
to do, but it was also dangerous. After thinking it over, he decided that he had no choice but to make it seem as though 
he were doing what they asked him to do. 

"I will do what they want," Aharon thought. "But I will do everything very, very slowly . . . and I'm sure that before 
anything bad happens, Moshe will come down and everyone will thank and bless the true G-d." 

Aharon said to the men: "All right. In order to make the idol, I'll need gold - and lots of it! Go to your wives and tell them 
that you need their gold earrings and jewelry to melt down and make an idol." 

He figured that when the husbands asked their wives to donate gold for an idol, their request would start a nice, big, 
time-consuming argument . . . which would buy enough time for Moshe to come down from the mountain, before things 
got any worse. 

But Aharon was in for a surprise. Oh, he was right about the women - they wanted no part of any idol business. When 
their husbands asked for their gold, the women said, "No way! We won't have any part of this ridiculous scheme!" 

The surprise was that the men were ready and willing to take off their own gold earrings (those were the style then) and 
fill up basket after basket with thousands of them. In record time, they had collected plenty of gold for the idol. 

 

 
 

Besides the women, the tribe of Levi and many Jews from other tribes also refused to donate gold.  

 

Into the Fire 

Aharon took all the gold that was collected and threw it into a fire to melt it. He still needed to stall for time? so he took 
an engraving tool and began to painstakingly carve out the image of an ox. (Pouring the melted gold into a mold would 
have been much faster and more efficient?) 

A man named Micha, whose life was saved by Moshe when he was a young boy in Egypt, did his part to speed things 
along. He had in his possession a golden plate with the words Aley shor - "rise up, ox!" - inscribed on it, along with 
HaShem's holy name. These were the "magic words" that allowed Yosef's coffin to rise to the top of the Nile when the 
Jews were on their way out of Egypt. In fact, the tablet Micha held was the original gold plate that was used at that time. 

Micha threw the golden plate into the fire, and out from the fire emerged a fully formed image of an eigel -- a young calf 
or ox. And to make things more confusing, the eigel moved!  

 



 Hey, Can't You Move Any Faster? 

Aharon saw that things were going from bad to worse. The people were confused and upset. Some were ready to 
worship the golden idol right then and there. Others hoped that HaShem's presence would rest upon it and protect and 
guide them. Everyone was in turmoil. 

"Well . . . hmm . . . let me think . . . hmm . . . " said Aharon, stalling. "I know what we need! An altar, of course . . . to 
offer sacrifices. And tomorrow, we will have a big festival for HaShem."  

Aharon prayed that Moshe would come down by the next morning and set everything straight. Then they really could 
have a joyful celebration for HaShem - and put this whole idol episode behind them. 

"Yes!" the people answered enthusiastically. "Come on! Let's get started! If we each grab a stone or two, we?ll be done 
in no time!" 

"Oh, no, that won't be necessary. I'll build it myself," said Aharon.  

 What's the big deal? Let us all help . . . it will go much faster!" 

 Yes, I know," Aharon replied. 

 Aharon started to gather stones for the altar. He was in no hurry. He dragged his feet, and he twiddled his thumbs. He 
took breaks to shake the sand out of his sandals. 

 

 
 

One by one, he carefully piled up stones. Everyone else was losing their patience. 

 "Nu? Can you hustle a little? We don't have all day!" they shouted. 

 "If you were moving any slower, you'd be going backwards!" 

 "Yeah! Let's get on with it already!" 
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