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Pesach 5777 - Candyland 

 

 If one analyzes the wording of some of the 

questions of the Ma Nishtana there is something 

definitely afoot.  ,ֶׁשְּבָכל ַהֵּלילֹות ָאנּו אֹוְכִלין ָחֵמץ ּוַמָּצה
 On all nights we (may) eat” - "ַהַּלְיָלה ַהֶּזה ֻּכּלֹו ַמָּצה"

chametz and matza, tonight (though) it is all 

matza”. The contrast of the question seems to be 

highlighting the fact that unlike all other nights 

where one may eat chametz, Pesach night one 

may only eat matza. So why mention the option 

of eating matza on all the other nights? The author 

of the Haggada should have just written ֶׁשְּבָכל ַהֵּלילֹות ָאנּו אֹוְכִלין ָחֵמץ, ַהַּלְיָלה ַהֶּזה ַמָּצה. The 

same question can be asked in the wording of the 4th question.  ֶׁשְּבָכל ַהֵּלילֹות ָאנּו אֹוְכִלין ֵּבין"
ן, ַהַּלְיָלה ַהֶּזה ֻּכָּלנּו ְמֻסִּבין"יֹוְׁשִבין ּוֵבין ְמֻסִּבי  - “On all nights we may eat in a seated or reclined 

manner, tonight (though) it is all in a reclined manner”. It could have shown the contrast 

and uniqueness of Pesach night by just saying ן יֹוְׁשִבין, ַהַּלְיָלה ַהֶּזה ֶׁשְּבָכל ַהֵּלילֹות ָאנּו אֹוְכִלי
 .ְמֻסִּבין

 Shulchan Aruch )או"ח סימן תעב סעיף טז( tells us:  ,מצוה לחלק לתינוקות קליות ואגוזים"
 It is a mitzva to give out to the children (at the start of the Seder)“ - "כדי שיראו שינוי וישאלו

roasted kernels and walnuts (the ancient equivalent of Mikes & Ikes), so they should see 

something unusual and ask”. This seems problematic, for there are already in place many 

unusual things at the Seder that will raise the antennas of even the most uninquisitive child. 

The Karpas, the Seder plate, the absence of the post-Kiddush Hamotzi etc. Why did Chazal 

have to insert an irrelevant act into the Seder night to pique interests when there are so 

many already in place (It is worthy of note that the Gemara (Pesachim 109b) which is the 

source of this custom gives a different reason than the Shulchan Aruch for its purpose, and 

that is to keep them awake וצ"ע)? 

Perhaps we can answer both questions with the following: In a Jew’s life there are 

three categories of actions; mitzvos, avairos, and in-between. The latter are actions that are 

mundane, neither elevating one’s soul or demoting it. However, the Chassidic masters tell 

us that everything G-d put onto this planet, be it an object or an action has the ability to be 

used in the service of Hashem.  

 Throughout the year man struggles to live up to this lofty level where his eating and 

drinking, his shloffing and his exercising, his pursuit of making a livlihood and his 

recreation bring him closer to Hashem. But on Leil Haseder-Seder Night, when the aura of 

performing mitzvos is in the air, we are able to take the mundane and elevate it. That, my 

friends is the contrast between every other night and Seder Night.  ֶׁשְּבָכל ַהֵּלילֹות ָאנּו אֹוְכִלין
 All other nights of the year, when we take a piece of rye bread or a piece of - ָחֵמץ ּוַמָּצה 

matza, shmear it liberally with cream cheese and eat it, the chances are it will go down in 

history as a mundane act.  ִֻּבין, ֶׁשְּבָכל ַהֵּלילֹות ָאנּו אֹוְכִלין ֵּבין יֹוְׁשִבין ּוֵבין ְמס  - All other nights of 



the year, whether we eat seated or reclined is meaningless.  ַהַּלְיָלה ַהֶּזה ֻּכּלֹו ַמָּצה ַהַּלְיָלה ַהֶּזה
 But tonight the night of Pesach, that same matza, and that same act of reclining - ֻּכָּלנּו ְמֻסִּבין 

is transformed into a spiritual entity giving Hashem nachas and man another notch in his 

belt of mitzvos.  

 Similarly, with the kids. They love treats. In their lives, it is the ultimate no-man’s 

land of actions. But on Seder night, to show them that anything and everything can be used 

in the service of Hashem, we take those ho-hum snacks and use it as an official part of the 

Seder, as a springboard of surprise and bafflement. 

  And an express elevator to the Heavens.  
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