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“Ready and Prepared-1” –   "1-מוכן ומזומן"
As an employee, I benefit by having a company car and I do not have 
to worry about repairs and maintenance and I do not pay for gas. 
When I began to work for myself I had to buy a car. I tried to find out 
which car to buy that would be the best to serve my needs. I spoke 
to a good, honest friend who sold second hand cars. After having 
several conversations, he called me all excited that he found the 
perfect car for me both in price and to suit my needs.  
I heard the proposal and I since I still had time until I needed to buy 
the car I said that I would think about it. Two weeks later I turned in 
the company car and I still had not bought a replacement car. That 
day my friend called me and said: “You must come and see your car! 
A nice car in excellent condition!!!” For a moment, I panicked, “I 
didn’t order a car!” He calmed me down and explained that he 
bought the car for another customer who said that he preferred a 
smaller car as parking is difficult in his neighborhood and he called 
me to offer it to me first without any obligation, especially since we 
thought from our very first conversation that this car would be best 
suited for me. That evening we met and the car serves me well until 
today and I am very pleased with it.                                             .כ.ה  
  

“Ready and Preapared-2” – "2-מוכן ומזומן"  
I set up an appointment with a technician to repair one of the ovens 
in the pizza store. It took me a whole week to find someone who 
was familiar with the model of oven that I had in the store, when he 
finally found time for me to work on the oven he came and began 
working on fixing the issue. While he was working on the oven, the 
mixer that kneads the dough suddenly and without warning, 
stopped working. This problem delays all the orders in the store 
from being filled as it is quite cumbersome to knead all the dough by 
hand. Although he was pressed for time, the technician finished 
repairing the oven and began working on the problem with mixer 
that kneads the dough and he was successful. 
I thought to myself how just a few days ago I was frustrated that I 
could not find a technician to take care of the problem with the oven 
and one even promised to come and he did not show up. This 
technician showed up at the exact moment when the problem with 
the kneading machine began. Had the problem occurred twenty 
minutes later he would not have come back as he was leaving that 
night for overseas. To what extent do we have to thank Hashem and 
to believe that everything, but everything is for the best and there is 
complete supervision already set in place from Above.          .ב.ה 

  

 

 בצלם אלקים עשה את האדם

He Made Man in the Image of G-d 
The Chofetz Chaim zt”l relates that when he was young he saw a 
wealthy man rent an apartment to a widow with young orphans. 
When she could not pay the rent, the wealthy man threw them 
out of the house in the middle of winter with a fierce 
callousness. After that incident, it seemed that the wealthy man 
had the upper hand, however, the Chofetz Chaim testified that 
he followed that rich man for several years and he waited to see 
how he would be punished for that incident. Seventy years later 
(!!) that man became very ill and suffered terrible tribulations 
that are indescribable, and his entire body rotted away 
completely until he died with great shame. No one understood 
why this happened to such an important, wealthy man, but, said 
the Chofetz Chaim, “I knew why this happened to him.’ 
In our parsha, HaKadosh Baruch Hu commands the sons of 
Noach (9:6):  שופך דם האדם באדם דמו ישפך כי בצלם אלקים עשה

 Whoever sheds the blood of man, among man, his‘ – את האדם
blood shall be shed, for in the image of G-d He made man’, and 
the Chofetz Chaim zt”l says that from this posuk we can learn by 
way of a hint that which Chaza”l stated that ’whoever 
embarrasses someone publicly, it is as if he has shed blood’ and 
this is hinted at in this posuk: ‘Whoever sheds the blood of man 
– among man’ that is, whoever sheds blood of man while the 
blood is still in the man, that is, he embarrasses him publicly and 
causes his face to whiten, ‘his blood shall be shed’ – it is 
considered as if he shed blood. 
Consider the rest of the posuk ‘for in the image of G-d He made 
man’ now we reach the understanding of why the sin of 
bloodshed is so severe, ‘for in the image of G-d He made man’ if 
so, then when one embarrasses a person it is as if he 
embarrasses HaKadosh Baruch Hu Himself! And when one 
denigrates a person it is as if he denigrates HaKadosh Baruch hu, 
and how do we have to be careful about this. Many times, a 
person can cause harm without much effort, it is enough to 
curtail a little of the anger so as not to harm someone, for how 
difficult is it afterwards to appease someone and to calm the 
one maligned. All this happens when a person admits to his 
actions, and how many times that a person is not even aware at 
all that he has harmed someone, and we have already 
mentioned many, many times the words of the Gaon of Israel, 
HaGaon Rebbe Yisroel Yaakov Fisher ztvk”l that most of the 
distresses that a person endures during his lifetime is because 
he was not careful in matters between one person and another. 
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 סתירת זקנים בנין

Tearing down the building up of the elders 

 In our parsha we see that after HaKadosh Baruch Hu set up 
everything that he had set up, He saw that the deeds of the 
creations were not proper and He regretted the very creation of 
man. He saw fit to demolish His world and to rebuild it through 
Noach. First of all we have to clarify this very concept of regret in 
regard to HaKadosh Baruch Hu as this is one of the mysteries of the 
world and this is not one of the things that we can comprehend, for 
was it not Yisbarach who named the generations from the 
beginning, and He already knew that these generations will destroy 
the world with their deeds and how is regret relevant to something 
that is known beforehand, and we are forced to say that this 
concept of regret in regard to the Creator is not a simple matter at 
all, and it is one of the things about which they said to leave it and 
do not investigate it. 
However, since the Torah speaks in human language, then certainly 
the Torah wanted to inform us here regarding the category of 
regret, even though this is not something understandable, still, the 
Torah wanted some awareness even to mortal beings such as us, 
for were this not so, then the entire matter could have been 
hidden, and only relate regarding that generation that was very 
destructive and needed to be eradicated, then why did we have to 
know about the topic of regret of which we have no 
comprehension, and if this is so then we have to understand why 
we have to know this. 
In order to explain this in a way that makes sense, I will first relate 
that which I heard from HaGaon R’ Yitzchak Ezrachi when he 
eulogized his father-in-law HaGaon Rebbe Chaim Shmuelevitz zt”l, 
in his words he mentioned that which Chaza”l said in several places 
that before the creation of the world HaKadosh Baruch Hu built 
worlds and destroyed them. He mentioned that in one of the 
midrashim it is written that this current world is actually the 
thousandth world, that is, He built and destroyed 999 worlds, and 
of all these He was not satisfied until He built the current world. 
HaRav Ezrachi says that it is not for nothing that the Chachamim z”l 
revealed this matter to us, our Chachamim z”l saw in this story a 
tremendous encouragement to bring to the Gates of Service and it 
tries to direct a person on the path in the service of Hashem. 
Behold, a young man stands before him and he directs him to the 
path to take that will show him how to serve his Creator. After 
showing him the correct path before him, he tries to put him into 
action but to his disappointment, he sees that things are not going 
well, here and there obstacles emerge before him and he sees that 
he is forced to change things and so, he thinks to himself how can 
he correct his way from this point on, and when the matters are 
clear before him and he wants to put them into practice he again is 
blocked by various obstacles. This person after tries several times to 
direct his way and to his disappointment he sees that he is not 
successful he is likely to come to a feeling of despair and he will no 
longer try to find solutions to his predicament for in his heart he 
will say ‘why should I try again for even if I find a way out of this 
predicament, new obstacles will arise that I will not have a solution 
for’ and the result will be that he will not serve his Creator properly, 
rather, he will just go through the motions chas v’chalila.  
This is why Chaza”l informed us of this incident, to let this person 
know that there is a long path before him, but in the end he will 
surely find what his heart is looking for, but, he should not throw up 
his hands in despair after attempting just two or three times, for 
ultimately he is guaranteed success. They say to him, 
 

‘See, the King of the World exerted Himself and built and destroyed 
almost a thousand worlds until He saw that this world is fit to serve 
His purpose, and why did He do this? Without a doubt, He would 
have been able to build a perfect world immediately, rather, He did 
all this to teach the way of the world, and to make people aware 
that it is possible that when he will need to build a spiritual world 
he will have to attempt this even a thousand times, and they should 
not despair after just several attempts.’ 
By way of these words we can even say that our Chachamim z”l 
intended to teach the correct way even to those who found success 
at the beginning of their journeys to find the way to put their desire 
into practice, however, over the course of time after they had 
merited to reach decent levels they still have to know that the very 
service is not as it should be, both qualitatively and quantitatively. 
For this reason, they have to decide in their hearts that the path 
that they have been taking until now is not for them and they have 
to change in order to add from the mundane to the holy, and 
sometimes this is difficult in their eyes for after all, until this point 
their intent was to be acceptable for Heaven, so it is difficult for 
them to agree to a new way of thinking. For this Chaza”l come and 
inform him that he can learn the ways of life from HaKadosh Baruch 
Hu Himself, for He too tried and tried again for almost a thousand 
times, and if HaKadosh Baruch Hu is able to change His way of 
thinking then they too can realize that the path taken until this 
point is no longer acceptable from here on, and they should not 
hesitate to tear down what they had built in order to build again. 
By way of that which we have stated we can explain why the Torah 
categorized the flood as regret, not because this was simply regret, 
rather, this was something that only seemed to humans as regret, 
similar to the topic of building worlds and destroying them, which 
also seems to be like regret. But, the truth of the matter is that this 
is only a teaching for people to go on a certain path as we have 
mentioned. The same thing occurred twice after HaKadosh Baruch 
Hu had already created the world, so that we should see and we 
should do, that people should recognize that sometimes there is a 
need to build worlds and destroy them, and automatically they will 
understand the right path to elevate and earn greater 
understanding. 
We find this matter by the Father of the Nation himself, Avraham 
Avinu, as we find in Chaza”l, he exerted himself very much until he 
ascertained his true Creator. At first he worshipped the luminaries 
of the heavens and the higher constellations, until the Master of 
the Palace appeared and told him ‘I am the Master of the Palace’. 
We see that even though the beginning of his journey was 
acceptable, still he had erred from the start and followed trivial 
things, and at the end he corrected his track. We find this as well 
with the Tannaim as explained in the Gemara (Kiddushin 57a) 
regarding Shimon the Amsoni or Rebbe Nechemiah the Amsoni who 
expounded all the ‘essin’ ]את[ in the Torah and when he came to 
 he stopped. His students asked him, ‘What will – 'את ה' אלקיך'
become of all the ‘essin’ that you expounded? He told them, ‘Just as 
I receive reward for the exposition so too, will I receive reward for 
stopping.’ This is the way of the Torah we stumble and stumble 
until ultimately we find the true path. 
This is also important to point out, that we are not punished by 
Heaven for these stumblings since the original intention was 
proper, just the opposite we earn reward for them just as Shimon 
the Amsoni stated, ‘I will receive reward for the exposition’ 
although at the end he retracted. So too, we find by Avraham 
Avinu, that HaKadosh Baruch Hu promised him for the matter, as 
explained in the Midrash. 
       
   


