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Now You Know 
When teaching us that a metzora must 

be entirely shaved, the Torah says he 
shall shave all his hair, then delineates 

and mentions the head, beard, and 
eyebrows specifically.  From this, Chazal 

learn out that one must shave other 
parts of the body as well.   

The Kli Yokor explains that these were 

singled out because they represent the 
three main sins for which the person 

became a metzora in the first place.  

The head is to atone for haughtiness, 
wherein this person wanted to be the 

“head” of everything.   

The beard is mentioned because it 

circles the mouth, which sinned by 
speaking Lashon Hara and this should 

serve as atonement.   

Finally, the eyebrows are shaved to 
atone for “tzarus ayin,” a narrowness of 

the eye, because he was jealous of 
others and it angered him to see them 

enjoy good fortune.   

It is interesting to note that these three 
are also the basic reasons one speaks 

Lashon Hara.  

• Haughtiness – one feels he is superior, 

and thus able to condemn another. 

• Speaking Lashon Hara – one does it 

just because he enjoys it or believes 
others will like him more (the opposite 

is true.) 

• ”Tzarus ayin” – he is limited in his 

perception and doesn’t see the 
admirable qualities in others. 

Thought of the week: 

If only I could love the 
greatest tzaddik like 
HaShem loves the greatest 
sinner. – R’ Yisrael Baal Shem Tov 

(A:GY ARQYW)‰.RMAL IRHA LAW HwM LA ÂH RBDYW‰  

“And HaShem spoke to Moshe and to Aharon, saying...”(Vayikra 13:1) 
Normally HaShem commanded Moshe and Moshe passed the Torah on. In this case, 
however, as He was introducing the laws of tzora’as, the spiritual disease often 
mistranslated as leprosy, HaShem spoke to Aharon also. While it is not the only time, it is 
rare. What made it necessary to include Aharon this time? 

Strengthening the question is the fact that the Targum Yonason ben Uziel doesn’t include 
Aharon. His rendering is in line with the Chazal that this was told to Moshe who told it to 
Aharon. If so, why does the Torah tell it to us as if HaShem spoke to Aharon directly? 

The Ramban and others say that because Aharon had the responsibility to decide whether 
a blemish was pure or otherwise, he was given the command directly. If it were simply that 
Aharon needed first-hand knowledge of a mitzvah, though, then HaShem should have 
spoken to him other times as he had many special mitzvos? 

We’d like to suggest that this was different. When looking at a metzora, the Kohain was 
deciding weighty issues. He could make a bride miss her wedding or allow a father to be at 
his child’s birth. He could even prevent a great Rabbi from giving his Torah lectures if he 
was rendered impure and required to leave the camp. 

Such a decision is not to be made lightly. It must be done with gravity of purpose, aware 
that people’s lives hang in the balance of his perspective. To that end, HaShem spoke to 
Aharon directly as if to say, “When you look at a person to determine whether they are pure 
or not, don’t judge rashly. Remember that I, HaShem, who loves even the greatest sinners 
and wishes for them to be close to Me, am the One giving you this mission.” The Kohain 
had to weigh his words carefully and ensure that he treated each person with the courtesy 
and dignity they deserved. 

Not only that, but when discussing tzora’as on a home the Torah says HaShem spoke to 
Moshe and Aharon. The message is striking: Before you condemn someone or something, 
make sure you are guided by HaShem’s perspective and outlook. 

Additionally, it is interesting to note that when it came to the laws of purifying a metzora, 
(Vayikra 14:1) HaShem spoke to Moshe alone and didn’t speak to Aharon.  Why not? Since it 
was his responsibility, as the Ramban and Ibn Ezra say, shouldn’t he have been addressed 
directly? 

As we explain now it makes perfect sense. If one is condemning he must make sure his 
scrutiny is just and in line with HaShem’s will. However, if someone wishes to purify himself 
and make amends, we needn’t look so closely at him. Rather, we help him even if we didn’t 
get the orders directly. 

Jewish singer Lipa Schmeltzer related a story that happened when some ‘zealots’ were trying to 
convince people not to hire him for their events. Many rabbis were willing to sign the proclamation 
but Rabbi Avraham Yosef Rosenblum z”l of Yeshiva Sharei Yosher in Boro Park called to ask for 
Lipa’s side of the story first. Afterwards, Rabbi Rosenblum called the organizer to complain. 

The fellow agreed not to blast Lipa if the Rabbi would write him a letter against Yeshiva students 
attending concerts that he could publish instead. R’ Avraham Yosef agreed. Nevertheless, the next 
day the slanderous articles went to print. When asked why, the man replied, “You said you would 
write me a letter but you didn’t.” 

“Seriously?!” asked an incredulous R’ Rosenblum. “When dealing with a man’s feelings, livelihood 
and reputation I can’t be flippant in what I write. It takes deliberation and precision. It takes time to 
write such a thing!”             Are we just as careful or are we quick to condemn people? 
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This week’s issue sponsored in honor 

of the engagement of  

Shlomo Weber  
(of Pomona, NY/Jerusalem) AND 

Meira Weiss  
(of Margate, NJ/Karnei Shomron). 

Wishing you much mazel and bracha 

as you build a Bayis Ne’eman 

B’(Eretz) Yisrael! 
 

You’ll do it if you 

care about others. 
Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 

Ohr with others. 
  You’ll be glad you did.   
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