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Did You Know? 
Parshas Chukas discusses the Parah 
Aduma, the red heifer which was 

burned and used to purify people who 
had come into contact with corpses. 

The Midrash Tanchuma relates that 
this mitzvah is a rectification for the 

sin of the Golden Calf. As it says, “Let 
the mother come and clean up the 
mess made by her young.” 

At Sinai, we reverted to the original 
state of Man, in which death was no 
longer a given. Upon sinning with the 
calf, death was decreed upon us 

again and we once again had corpse 
contamination.  

The number of pesukim in Parshas 
Chukas is 87. This is the equivalent of 

the Hebrew word ‘paz,’ which means 
purified gold, yet another hint to the 
fact that the red heifer helps to atone 

for the sin of the golden calf. 

The fact that there is a specific word 
for “purified gold,” one that has had 
its impurities burned out, is very 

telling. 

After going through the purification 
process, the gold is no longer just 

gold. It is something better, more 
refined – like Man should be. 

The challenges and difficulties in our 
lives are meant to rid us of our 

impurities such as arrogance, 
selfishness and cruelty so we are 
transformed into our best selves. 

Thought of the week: 

Sometimes the only right 
answer is, “I don’t know.” 

 ( BY:K RBDMB)‰...LARsY YNB YNYEL YNwYDQHL YB OTNMAH AL IEY IRHA LAW HwM LA ÂH RMAYW   
“And HaShem said to Moshe and Aharon, because you didn’t trust in Me to 
sanctify me in the eyes of the Children of Israel…” (Num. 20:12)         

When the Jews cried out for water, HaShem told Moshe to speak to a rock and it would 
give forth water. Moshe tried, but it didn’t work. He went to another rock and spoke to it but 
again it did not work. The Midrash tells us the backstory that it was not the right rock.  

Then Moshe reasoned that HaShem had told him to take the staff with him, so perhaps he 
was supposed to strike the rock. He hit it, and a trickle came out. He hit it again and the 
water flowed. However, had Moshe spoken to the rock the Jews would have inferred that if 
an inanimate object heeded the word of HaShem, how much more so must people? 

The full glorification was not reached and a punishment was meted out. The commentaries 
disagree on what the exact failing was, whether it was getting upset, implying that the 
power lay in his own hands and not HaShem’s, or simply not giving the people the right 
“show” that would make them act accordingly. 

Perhaps, however, they are all correct. The Torah here says that Moshe and Aharon did 
not sanctify HaShem in front of the Jewish People. This can imply that they DID sanctify 
Him at a different time. When Moshe and Aharon went to Pharaoh, the Torah testifies that 
they remained righteous messengers throughout. 

It was not personal; they did not get angry with Pharaoh, and they clearly represented that 
it was HaShem Who would punish Pharaoh and his people if the Jews were not released. 
Despite the fact that Pharaoh repeatedly denied their request, they remained calm and 
confident in HaShem’s orders. 

In front of the Jews, however, when it came to the water, perhaps it became somewhat 
personal. Perhaps Moshe was hurt, perhaps he spoke sharply, and perhaps he struck the 
rock when he should have spoken to it. But it goes even deeper. 

The word Emunah means faith, but can also relate to ‘uman,’ a craftsman. Moshe’s job 
here was to model the behavior of a servant of HaShem. He had to do it like a skilled 
craftsman would so the Jews got every detail down. Unfortunately, part of the lesson was 
not conveyed and because of this he could not lead them into Israel. 

His downfall came when he struck the rock instead of speaking to it. Had Moshe gone to 
speak to the rock, and then the next rock, and the next, until he fulfilled what HaShem had 
commanded him, the Jews would have learned that part of serving HaShem is not giving 
up and deciding that what He told you was wrong if it doesn’t work immediately.  

They would have learned the valuable lesson that things don’t always happen as you 
expect them to, but that is not a reason to veer from HaShem’s command. 

After WWII, Rabbi Eliezer Silver visited the DP camps.  At one camp, he noticed a fellow 
who was not taking part in the religious services and did not cover his head.  “Why are you 
acting irreligiously?” asked the visiting Rabbi. 

The man replied, “When I was in the concentration camps, I saw someone who smuggled 
in a siddur.  He used to take food from other starving prisoners just to let them pray from it!  
When I saw that I decided I could not remain observant.” 

“My poor child!” cried Rabbi Silver. “You focus on the fellow who charged to use the book?  
Why not focus instead on the holy people who gave up their life-sustaining food for a few 
precious moments of davening from a siddur?!” 
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This week’s issue sponsored L’ZN 

Phil Weinberg ob”m 

H‰E YKDRM IWwRG IB YBC LEWYYP AGRw 
by his son and sons-in-law  

Michael D. Wolfson, Freddie Bruce, 

Ilan Ben-Akiva and Josh Haganove 
Yahrtzeit 15 Tammuz 

May his Neshama be raised to the highest levels 

of Heaven. 

Set a good example 
for others! 

Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others. 

  You’ll be glad you did.   
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