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LIGHTS OF OUR RIGHTEOUS TZADDIKIM

 

A Tzaddik, or righteous person

before 

_ CHA
 

Gentle Words 

One day, a tall man with a gray beard knocked on Rav Levi Yitzchok’s door. The door 
opened, and he asked to speak with the rav of the city. The man was shown into Rav Levi 
Yitzchok’s study. 

The man presented himself as 
traveling from town to town preaching to the people, who gave him donations as expressions 
of their gratitude and esteem. 

“Berditchev is beyond my normal circuit,” said the preacher. “But I have spec
this year, so I have to travel farther than I normally do. You see, my daughter has come of 
age, and I have to marry her off. Would you give me permission to preach to the people here 
in Berditchev?” 

“You have my permission,” said Rav Levi Yitzch

“And what is that?” 

“You may not say anything disparaging about the Jewish people. Do you accept my 
condition?” 

“Of course.” 

On Shabbos, Rav Levi Yitzchok introduced the preacher and invited him to address 
the congregation. The preacher stepped forward. He let his gaze sweep over the assembled 
crowd, and then he began to speak. He told a few stories that were both entertaining and 
inspiring, and he saw that he had captured the attention of the people.

“So what do we learn from th
passion. “We learn that we have to improve ourselves. We learn that we have to turn away 
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יתבר	' בעזרת ה  

 

A Tzaddik, or righteous person, makes everyone else appear righteous 

before Hashem by advocating for them and finding their merits.
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CHASSIDUS ON THE PARSHA +    

ne day, a tall man with a gray beard knocked on Rav Levi Yitzchok’s door. The door 
opened, and he asked to speak with the rav of the city. The man was shown into Rav Levi 

The man presented himself as a maggid, an itinerant preacher who earned his living by 
traveling from town to town preaching to the people, who gave him donations as expressions 

“Berditchev is beyond my normal circuit,” said the preacher. “But I have spec
this year, so I have to travel farther than I normally do. You see, my daughter has come of 
age, and I have to marry her off. Would you give me permission to preach to the people here 

“You have my permission,” said Rav Levi Yitzchok, “but on one condition.”

“You may not say anything disparaging about the Jewish people. Do you accept my 

On Shabbos, Rav Levi Yitzchok introduced the preacher and invited him to address 
preacher stepped forward. He let his gaze sweep over the assembled 

crowd, and then he began to speak. He told a few stories that were both entertaining and 
inspiring, and he saw that he had captured the attention of the people. 

“So what do we learn from these stories?” he thundered, swept along by his own 
passion. “We learn that we have to improve ourselves. We learn that we have to turn away 

makes everyone else appear righteous 

by advocating for them and finding their merits. 
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ne day, a tall man with a gray beard knocked on Rav Levi Yitzchok’s door. The door 
opened, and he asked to speak with the rav of the city. The man was shown into Rav Levi 

, an itinerant preacher who earned his living by 
traveling from town to town preaching to the people, who gave him donations as expressions 

“Berditchev is beyond my normal circuit,” said the preacher. “But I have special needs 
this year, so I have to travel farther than I normally do. You see, my daughter has come of 
age, and I have to marry her off. Would you give me permission to preach to the people here 

ok, “but on one condition.” 

“You may not say anything disparaging about the Jewish people. Do you accept my 

On Shabbos, Rav Levi Yitzchok introduced the preacher and invited him to address 
preacher stepped forward. He let his gaze sweep over the assembled 

crowd, and then he began to speak. He told a few stories that were both entertaining and 

ese stories?” he thundered, swept along by his own 
passion. “We learn that we have to improve ourselves. We learn that we have to turn away 
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from our evil ways and return to our Creator with broken hearts. Just stop for a moment and 
think of all the terrible sins each and every one of you has committed during the past week 
alone.” And then he plunged into a litany of sharp accusations. 

Shocked, Rav Levi Yitzchok ran to the aron kodesh and flung open its doors. “Master of 
the Universe,” he cried out in a voice full of pain. “Don’t listen to this man. Don’t believe a 
single word he is saying. It’s all untrue. Your children are good and faithful. They deserve 
Your love. Please send this man the money he needs to marry off his daughter so that he 
doesn’t have to travel around and accuse the Jewish people unjustly.” 

n 

Dvar Torah 
After Miriam passed away, the spring that provided water in her merit for the Jewish 

people in the desert, dried up. The people complained to Moshe that they were overcome 
with thirst, and he turned to  Hashem for direction. “Speak to the rock in full view of the 
people,” said  Hashem (Bamidbar 20:8), “and command it to give water.” Moshe struck the 
rock, and it gave forth water.  Hashem then told him, “Since you have not trusted in Me to 
sanctify Me before the people of Yisrael, you will not lead them into the land I have given 
them.” 

What exactly was Moshe’s sin? Why did he deserve such a harsh punishment? There is 
a difference of opinion among the early commentators. Rashi contends that it was because he 
struck the rock instead of speaking to it. Rambam contends that it was because he spoke 
harshly to the people, saying, “Listen, you rebels.” 

It would appear, says Rav Levi Yitzchok, that these two infractions are one and the 
same, because one led directly to the other. There are two forms of rebuke. In one form, the 
person who has strayed is rebuked with gentle words. He is shown the great privilege of 
being a member of the Jewish people, of having a special relationship with  Hashem. He is told 
that his soul is a spark of the Divine, hewn from the Throne of Glory and that  Hashem derives 
enormous pleasure when even the simplest Jew performs the mitzvos scrupulously. He is 
told stories of the great deeds and accomplishments of generations past, stories that will 
inspire and uplift him. And he is told of the great joy that permeates all of creation when a 
Jew fulfills his destiny in this world. This form of rebuke persuades the one who receives it to 
return to  Hashem with all his heart and to embrace his role in this world with the full exercise 
of his free will. A person who rebukes in this manner deserves to be a leader of the Jewish 
people. 

The other form of rebuke is sharp and harsh. It seeks to shame a person into fulfilling 
his obligations. A person who rebukes in this way is not actually bringing the people to the 
fulfillment of their destined roles. He is essentially twisting their arms and browbeating them 
into submission even though their hearts are not in it. Such a person does not deserve to be a 
leader of the Jewish people. 

This difference is also manifest in all of creation. When the Jewish people are inspired 
to fulfill the will of  Hashem of their own free will, when their actions infuse the entire 
universe with supernal joy, then all of creation subordinates itself to their will and needs. If, 
however, the Jewish people act only because they have been shamed into doing so, if their 
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actions do not infuse the universe with joy, then all of creation will not voluntarily strive to 
fulfill their needs. In this case, the physical world must also be coerced to fulfill the needs of 
the Jewish people. 

When Moshe spoke sharply to the Jewish people, he was not inspiring them to turn 
away from their erroneous behavior. Rather, he was forcing them to do so with his harsh 
rebuke. The rock, therefore, would not willingly provide water to slake their thirst. Moshe 
had to force the rock to give water by striking it rather than just speaking to it. In this sense, 
his first mistake inevitably led to his second one. 

n n n 

Y  Translated Kedushas Levi on the Parsha Z 

“This is the Decree of the Torah which Hashem has commanded, to say…” 
(BaMidbar 19:2) 
 

The rule is that the reasons underlying the Torah and its commands 
are hidden from every human being; and each person must do and 
fulfill the entire Torah because it is the command of Hashem upon 
him to do them and to fulfill them. And that is the hint, “This is the 
decree of the Torah” – the entire Torah and its commands are 
considered by us as decrees of  Hashem, for there is nothing 

revealed concerning the reasons for the Mitzvos; rather, the essential fulfillment of the Torah 
should be because “Hashem has commanded, to say” - it is because of the command of 
Hashem upon us to do them that we are obligated to do the Mitzvos and to fulfill them. 
 

And with the following it becomes clear why Hashem 
commanded to perform the Avodah, the service, of the Parah, the 
red heifer, to purify one from the contamination of contact with a 
corpse. For the principle is that the soul and the life-force which 
reside within the human being, whereby the soul and the life-force, 
which are hewn from under the Throne of Glory (Zohar HaKadosh, 
Part 3, 29b), want to continuously serve the Creator, Blessed is He, 
without the interruption of one moment – it is only the body that 
does not permit it, and there is a perpetual battle between the soul 
and the life-force and the body, and one who is worthy conquers his 
body to obey his soul. But why does the body not want to observe 
the Torah and its commands? Because it doesn’t grasp their 
underlying reasons, for if it had knowledge of the underlying 
reasons of the Torah and the commands, it too would want to 
observe them! But the soul, which was hewn from under the Throne 
of Glory, and grasps the underlying reasons, therefore wants always 
to do them, and to fulfill them without a moment’s interruption, 
and the person who bears this in mind, is able to give might to his 
soul so that it can conquer the body, to do and to fulfill the Torah 

and the commands. 
 

Therefore, when a person dies, his soul rises upward, 
and the body alone, unprotected by the soul, becomes 
contaminated. That is why the graves of the righteous do not 
contaminate (See the Zohar HaKadosh, Part 1, 168a), because 

The reasons 
underlying the Mitzvos of 
the Torah are unknown to 
us. The only reason we have 
and that we need is that 
Hashem commanded us to 
do them. 

Kedushas Levi 
begins his explanation of 
why Hashem commanded in 
the Torah to perform the 
service of the red heifer, to 
purify one from contact with 
a corpse. The explanation is 
based on the notion that the 
human being consists of a 
soul, a life-force and a body. 
The soul and the life-force, 
hewn from under the 
Throne of Glory, know the 
reasons for the commands 
of the Torah. The body has 
no such access. Therefore it 
resists mightily to doing the 
commands. A meritorious 
human being enables his 
soul and life-force to defeat 
the body to force it to fulfill 
the Commands. 

When a person dies, his 
soul departs, leaving his body 
which, without a protecting soul, 
becomes contaminated. The bodies 
of the righteous also desire the 
Mitzvos, and remain pure. 
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the bodies of the righteous have been purified to the extent that the body as well desires to 
fulfill the Torah and the Mitzvos, and therefore even their bodies do not contaminate. 
 

And this is the hint, “This is the Decree of the Torah” – 
because the entire Torah is considered a decree, the reasons for 
which are not revealed, and the body does not wish to fulfill its 
commands, that is why the body decays and becomes contaminated 
after death, as explained above, and therefore, Hashem, May He Be 
Blessed, commanded to perform the procedure of the red heifer, to 
purify oneself from the contamination of the body-by-itself, which 
contaminates after death. Read the above with understanding. 

n n n 

We’ve added some content from Rav Yaacov Haber Shlita with his permission. We hope you enjoy. Editor. 

Torah Perspectives on the Parsha by Rav Yaakov Haber – www.torahlab.org 

The Red Heifer 
This week’s parsha discusses the mysterious law of parah adumah, the red heifer, 

which is used for purification, but contaminates those who perform the purification. “Zos 
chukas haTorah”, it says, “This is the law of the Torah” (Num. 19:2). The word chukah is used 
for laws which do not seem rational, as opposed to mishpat, for laws such as those against 
murder and theft, where a rational basis is more evident. 

The Ohr HaChaim asks a question about this present law: Why does the Torah say: 
“Zos chukas haTorah”? Why not “Zos chukas haparah adumah—this is the statute of the red 
heifer”? He explains: We are to approach ALL the laws in the Torah the way we approach the 
red heifer. This is strange! Must we accept all the mitzvos in the Torah as being utterly 
mysterious, and perform them without even trying to understand them? 

I think we should try to understand the Ohr HaChaim in the following way: For any 
particular mitzvah, we can, and should, try to understand its purpose or purposes, as well as 
we can, and we may succeed in this to a greater or lesser extent, and decide that the mitzvah 
makes good sense or whatever; but ultimately, the reason we should perform any mitzvah is 
because G-d commanded us to. The fact that we understand the Mitzvoh should not detract 
from the fact that we are performing it because G-d said so. It is in this sense that we should 
treat all mitzvos like that of the red heifer. 

According to the Rambam, a gentile who performs the seven Noachide laws because 
they make good sense to him, or because thet fit in with his philosophy anyway, is not counted 
among the righteous. He should perform them because they have been commanded by G-d. 
This involves the same idea. 

Last Shabbos Shmos, I quoted a Midrash, which I would like to repeat here from a 
different perspective. While Moshe was working as a shepherd for Yisro, the high priest of 
Midian, he sought his permission to marry his daughter Tsipora. Yisro agreed, provided that 
Moshe would agree that their firstborn son would be raised to serve as a priest in the 
Midianite religion. Moshe went away to think it over and finally agreed. Ultimately he was 
punished for this, in that his grandson, Gershon’s son, became (according to the Midrash) a 
priest in a pagan cult (identified with a mysterious stranger, Yehonasan ben Gershon ben 
Menashe, described in Judges 17). 

Kedushas Levi 
reviews his idea that the 
procedure of the Parah 
Adumah is performed 
because the body alone 
lacked the faith to accept the 
commands of the Torah, and 
therefore becomes 
contaminated. 
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We may ask what on earth could motivate Moshe to agree to such an arrangement, and 
that is what I dealt with in my previous discussion of this Midrash, quoting the Baal HaTurim. 
Here I want to consider another approach to this issue, from Yisro’s perspective. Yisro’s 
behavior here is also strange—for he had been won over to monotheism by this time! 
According to R’ Chaim Shmuelevitz, the previous dean of Mirer Yeshiva, Jerusalem, Yisro’s 
motivation was that Moshe’s son should gain experience in a false religion, so that he would 
then, by his own reason, come to appreciate the superiority of Judaism. Actually, the 
Chidushei HaRim ascribes the same motive to Moshe. And, as we have seen, Yisro and Moshe 
were punished for this, in that Moshe’s grandson became a priest of a pagan cult. 

What was wrong with this reasoning on the part of Yisro and Moshe? They were, in 
fact, following a widely held educational principle, that we should not force any outlook down 
our children’s throats, but let them develop their own outlook, in their own time, after a wide 
exposure to different viewpoints. 

However, that is not what Judaism is all about! The reason one should obey the Torah, 
and get our children to do so, is because, basically that is G-d’s commandment! Afterwards we 
can–and should–spend our lives delving into the philosophy of Judaism. But the reason that 
we should start out following the mitzvos is simply because “Zos chukas haTorah—it is the 
law of the Torah." 

� � � � � � 

Are You Stuck? 

The greatest fault of our people is that we are stiff-necked. The greatest asset of our 
people is that we are stiff-necked! 

There was a plague in the desert which was caused by the complaining and bickering of 
the Jewish people. They were kvetching about the food, the heat, and the constant moving 
that had to be done. 

After everything Hashem did for the Jewish people, all this complaining made G-d 
angry. So he sent them a plague of poisonous snakes. 

Can you imagine the horror? Every step they took, they had to make sure there was no 
snake in the sand. They went to sleep in fear, not knowing if they would get bitten in the 
middle of the night. If some precious water was left out, they couldn’t drink it — maybe a 
snake had injected some venom into the water. Many became sick, many died. 

Moshe prayed to Hashem. Hashem instructed Moshe to make a nachash nechoshes, a 
copper snake, and put it on a flag pole. It sounds like a play on words! Nachash means snake, 
and nechoshes means copper. Everyone would look up at the copper snake and would be 
saved. 

Incidentally, a modern version of this symbol is the caduceus (kerykeion in Greek), 
which is a staff with two snakes wrapped around it. This is a medical symbol associated with 
the Greek god Hermes. Of course its real origin is in our Parsha! But what was the meaning of 
the copper snake? 

Copper and snake are actually opposites. Copper is the hardest and most inflexible 
material to be found in the desert. Copper is a symbol of inflexibility. The snake on the other 
hand has an extremely flexible backbone! A snake can curl into a little ball and is the ultimate 
in flexibility. 

The Jewish people had a problem. Freedom was something new to them. Although it 
was a dramatic change for the better, it was still a change, and the Jewish people were having 
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a difficult time dealing with it. Any change, even a change for the better was a problem!  

The greatest asset of our people is that we are stiff-necked, and in our stubbornness we 
don’t welcome change. It is because of this stubbornness that we have been able to survive 
more challenges than any other nation on earth. Yet, paradoxically, inflexibility is also the 
greatest fault of our people. We are a stiffed-neck people! 

If we are going to make it through the deserts of life and history we have to be stiff-
necked. At the same time, we have to be flexible. Golus is not for those that get stuck. If we 
want to be free from Golus we can’t allow ourselves to get stuck! The Geula is not for those 
that get stuck. 

I often look around me and see people that are amazingly talented and gifted, and yet 
don’t seem to be getting anywhere! None of their dreams seem to be realized. Most of them 
have the potential to do very great things, but for whatever reason, they cannot. They are 
stuck, and it’s frightening to see. 

On the other hand, if we were not so stubborn, we would be a forgotten species. It was 
our stiff neck that made us resist missionaries, persecution and torture throughout the ages, 
to survive as Jews.  

Hashem said to Moshe: Teach the people the secret of the nachash nechoshes! Teach 
them to have the firmness of copper, while maintaining the flexibility of a snake. Teach them 
the secret of survival as a Jew. 

� � � � � � 

You Never Lost It 
What do you do if you are going crazy looking for something you misplaced and you 

just can’t find it anywhere? 

Say the following: "Rav Binyamin said: The whole world is blind until G-d opens our 
eyes and we see" (Breishis Rabba 52) Then pledge to the charity of Rav Baal HaNes and say 
twice: "May the G-d of Meir answer me." It works! 

We are all blind until G-d opens our eyes. Just because we don’t see something, it 
doesn’t mean it’s not there. 

You can be standing in front of your soul mate for 100 years and unless G-d opens your 
eyes you are still looking in every direction but straight.... it is possible to stand next to the 
person who loves you the most and you won’t even know it. 

Life can get very difficult at times and we really can’t see the light at the end of the 
tunnel. Rav Binyamin taught that it’s not that the light is not there; it’s there but you just can’t 
always see it! 

This week we learn the laws of the Parah Adumah, the red heifer. The laws of the red 
heifer are introduced by the Torah with the word “This is the chok of the Torah,” as if to say: 
This is the Torah’s ultimate chok, the mitzvah that most vividly demonstrates the supra-
rationality of its divine commandments. 

The red heifer’s ashes purify those who have become tamei (impure), yet the 
administrating Kohen who was tahor (pure) becomes tamei! There is no obvious logic behind 
this paradox; yet that is the law. Even King Solomon, the wisest of men, could not understand 
its reasoning. Moshe was the only mortal that understood the logic of its law.  

The Midrash points out that there is logic to what seems to defy logic; but we are 
blinded to what that rational may be. Moshe understood it and there will come a time that G-d 
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will open our eyes and we will all understand it, but in the mean time we are blind. 

The red heifer is a metaphor for the paradoxical events in our lives. 

As we travel through life we go through many paradoxical events, events that are 
impossible to explain. We see pain in the righteous and successes for those that do evil; "Zos 
Chukas HaTorah!" these are the statutes of the Torah. 

The red heifer teaches us that sometimes we are blind. However, there will come a time 
when the secret of the red heifer will be revealed. In retrospect we will see that it made so 
much sense; as do the paradoxes of our lives. Right now we are blind until the Holy One opens 
our eyes to see. 

The Torah requires us to be humble. Sometimes when there is seemingly no rhyme or 
reason we must put our scientific, logical, seeing is believing mind, aside and realize as Rav 
Binyomen said: ‘The whole world is blind until G-d opens our eyes and we see" (Breishis 
Rabba 52). 

� � � � � � 

Moshe was upset. His dear and beloved sister Miriam passed away. Moshe was 
worried. The well that followed the Jews around in the desert had dried up; there was no 
water. The people got thirsty and began to complain. They were, after all, in a desert! Moshe 
said, "Shimu na hamorim! Hamin hasela hazeh notzi lachem mayim? — hear, you morim 
(rebels) will we get water from this rock?" In other words, he said, my sister Miriam passed 
away; Miriam was able to bring water out of a dry rock. What can I do? Why are you 
complaining to me? Moshe was grieving for his sister. In his frustration, when he admonished 
the people, he called them morim which has the same letters as Miriam (MRYM), he was 
saying: Miriam was niftar, how will I ever be able to get water from a rock without her?  

Miriam occupied a very special and crucial role among the Jewish people. She was 
always able to find understanding in bitterness and suffering; she was able to find water in a 
hot, dry stone. It was because of this unique quality that Miriam merited a miracle of the 
flowing well in the desert. Miriam was named after the bitterness of the times she was born 
into. (Shmos Rabba 26) She always managed to sweeten the bitterness. Miriam was able to 
bring Amram and Yocheved together again, creating the possibility of Aharon and Moshe 
being born. She saw light in absolute darkness. When little Moshe was placed in the fierce 
Nile, Amram was angry, Yocheved cried, but Miriam waited. Hashem must have something in 
mind – we have to wait and see! She sweetened the bitter waters. Whenever Moshe and 
Aharon disagreed, Miriam resolved the conflict. Miriam resolved contradiction: she integrated 
the truth of Moshe with the compassion of Aaron. Miriam always sweetened the bitter waters. 
Who will do that for us now? Who can take water out a dry rock? This was the cry of Moshe.  

Sometimes there’s a person in our life or in our family who brings everything together, 
who provides context for separate and even opposite parts. Somehow, through amazing 
insight, that person can resolve all tensions and hold the whole family in one space. And when 
that person passes away, suddenly everyone becomes separate parts again, and the members 
don’t gets together any more unless they really have to. This is what Miriam did in the family 
of Amram. Miriam brought the well, the Biur. And this is the Biur, the deeper understanding 
of life. She brought the insight that emerges from low and dark places, and from which 
perspective you can suddenly see how things fit together. The sweetening of bitter waters is 
the achievement of a new, deeper and broader perspective.  

Moshe grieved, cried and in his frustration he hit the rock. At this moment he saw 
everything through his tears, and all he saw was a dry rock in the middle of a huge desert. But, 
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a spectacular miracle took place. Water began to gush forward. Moshe took water from a rock! 
Moshe did what Miriam used to do. He, too, had the capacity to sweeten water. The Talmud 
says that the well returned to the people in the merit of Moshe. His sin: "You didn’t believe in 
Me." (said G-d) You didn’t believe that I would give you the strength but I did. Maybe Moshe’s 
test here was to rise to the occasion and do what Miriam always did, and express her essential 
quality in this world. Moshe typically didn’t see Miriam’s work as his thing but it was.  

We hear so often that there is no one to solve our problems and the problems of our 
people. Who can bring unity to our community? Who can improve the schools in our 
community? Who can handle the kids at risk? Who can solve the Agunah problem? Who can 
bring safety and peace to the Middle East? Who can stop Sinas Chinam? The answer is, 
HaKadosh Boruch Hu can, as long as we try. If you have a problem, fix it. It is futile to 
bemoan all those great people that are no longer with us.  

Talk to the rock! Moshe surprised himself as water once again flowed to every corner of 
Klal Yisroel. 

� � � � � � 

  הילולא

The anniversary of the petira of a Tzaddik is known as a Hilula, which means “A Day of Joy”. 

One of the tools that Kabbola teaches is to connect to a Tzaddik (righteous person). 
The method to connect to a Tzaddik is to adopt the following ritual: 

1) Learn the anniversary of his petira or, if this information is not available, the days of 
Erev Rosh Chodesh, Rosh Chodesh and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized 
for a connection. 

2) Light a twenty-five-hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific berocha. 
Some say the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________. 

Others say that it is the custom within Klal Yisrael to light a yahrzeit candle on the day 
that a relative or a Tzaddik has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and 
people would like to express themselves in a tefilla when lighting the candle. This is not only 
true on a yahrzeit but on every Yom Tov as well. 

The author of the Pele Yo’etz, Rav Eliezer Papo (1785–1828), did in fact compose such a 
tefilla. Rav Papo was the Rav of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 
Ottoman Empire at the time. The tefilla of the Pele Yo’etz is reproduced and translated below, 
as a public service. 

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle 

�ֵ _______ יק ִד צַ הַ / י ִת ָר י מוֹ ִמ ִא / י בִ ת �מַ ְ� י נִ יל�עִ לְ ת �חַ נ�ְמ ה לִ ר זֶ יק נֵ לִ ְד י מַ ינִ ֵר הַ �/ ַ�ת 
ד כבד מוֹ א עָ צֵ יֵ ת וַ ַ� ָר ל &ָ ' עַ עֵ א יוֹ לֶ &ֶ ל הַ עַ �ַ � ִמ גֵ מָ $ הַ לֶ ר אֶ פֶ סֵ ת �ַ "צַ ְמ נִ ה הַ ילָ פִ ְ  _______ 

 ַהטוֹב ַמֲע0ֶה ָ/ל ��ְבָרצוֹ  ְ�ַרֲחִמי. ֶ�ְ ַקֵ�ל, ֲאבוֵֹתינ� ֵוא+ֵהי ֶא+ֵקינ� ‘ה י(נֶ פָ לְ � ִמ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ 
י יל�עִ לְ ת �חַ נ�ְמ לְ ת �כ�זְ ל לִ /ֹ ה הַ יֶ ְה יִ ה וְ ְ�ַמֲע0ֶ  ֵ�י�, ְ�ִדי��ר ֵ�י�, ְ�ַמַחָ�ָבה ֵ�י�, עו0ֶֹה ֶ�"ִני

י ִה יְ . _______יק ִד צַ / י ִמ ִא / י בִ ל �ה ֶ� מָ ָ� נְ � חַ ר� �פֶ נֶ ט לְ ָר פְ �ִ �, לאֵ ָר 0ְ יִ  (ְמ ת עַ מוֹ ָ� נְ לִ 
 .י.יִ חַ ר הַ רוֹ צְ ת �ִ רוֹ ר�. צְ יהֶ תֵ וֹ�פְ ה נַ נָ יֶ ְה ִ  � ֶ� צוֹ ָר 

Translation: 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
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mother/the Tzaddik _______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will
before you, Hashem, our G-d and the G
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my fath
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life.

3) Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

4) Study some of his teaching or writings.




Y GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER
YAHRZEITS FOR WEEK 

http://www.chinuch

Biographical information and yahrzeits 

� 10th of Tammuz ~ Begins 
� Rav Binyamin Levy of Smyrna, (1721);

� Rav Mordecai of Kremnitz, (1813). One of the five sons of the Magid of Zlotchov 

Yechiel Michel. One of his four brothers was Rav Moshe of Zvhil, the first Zvhiller Rebbe. Rav 

Mordechai was also the father-

� Rav Eliezer of Neustadt ben RavTzvi Halevi Horowitz (1843 / 5603), grandson of the Chozeh 

of Lublin. 

� 11th of Tammuz ~ Begins 
� Rav Yitzchok Chiyus (Chayes; Chayus) (1616). Rav in Prossnitz (Prostejov) and Prague. 

Author of Pnei Yitzchok (which sets 

Pesach to rhyme); and Pachad Yitzchok

deals with the destruction of the Temple, as well as 

� Rav Aharon Moshe Toibish, Rav an

Romania, and author of Karnei Re’em

had 40,000 inhabitants, but fires in 1822 and 1827 reduced that number by a half. In 1854, the 

whole of Moldova was in Bessarabia, a province of Russia. In 1849, 20% were Jews, and in 

1908, close to 50% were Jews;

� Rav Tzvi Hirsch of Zhidatchov (Zidichoiv) ben Rav Yitzchok Issac Eichenstein was born in 

Sambor, Ukraine, in 1763 (some say 1785), and passed away

Zidichov, Galicia. He was a famous Chassidic Rebbe, a noted Talmudist, Kabbalist and author 

of novellae on Torah and responsa. He founded the Zhidatchov chassidic dynasty. Rav Tzvi 

Hirsch is the oldest of five brothers, all of who

Chozeh of Lublin; Rav Moshe Leib of Sassov; Maggid of Kozhnitz and Rav Mendel of 

Rimanov. He was very involved in the study of Kabbala and wrote 

revealed Torah – and championed the po

based on the study of the Kabbala of the Ari Hakadosh. His many 

on Zohar (he is known by the name of this sefer) and Beis Yisroel on Torah.

It is related in Eser Kedushos

page 39), that Rav Zvi Hirsch of Zhidachov said to his brother Rav Moshe of Sambor that in 

Chukas / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will
d and the G-d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 

in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life. 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

Study some of his teaching or writings.                        See more at: www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm



GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER    Z
YAHRZEITS FOR WEEK BEGINNING SHABBOS CHUKAS

http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeits/Tammuz 

Biographical information and yahrzeits compiled by Reb Manny Saltiel and www.anshe.org

Begins Friday Night (Jul 15th) 
of Smyrna, (1721); 

remnitz, (1813). One of the five sons of the Magid of Zlotchov 

Yechiel Michel. One of his four brothers was Rav Moshe of Zvhil, the first Zvhiller Rebbe. Rav 

-in-law of Rav Aharon II of Karlin (the Beis Aharon);

of Neustadt ben RavTzvi Halevi Horowitz (1843 / 5603), grandson of the Chozeh 

Begins Motzai Shabbos (Jul 16th) 
(Chayes; Chayus) (1616). Rav in Prossnitz (Prostejov) and Prague. 

ch sets Yoreh Deah to rhyme); Siach Yitzchok (which sets 

Pachad Yitzchok, a commentary on the passage in Tractate Gittin

deals with the destruction of the Temple, as well as Api Rav’reve; 

, Rav and Av Beis Din of Jassy (Yassy; Iasi; Yosser; Tirgu

Karnei Re’em and To’eifos Re’em. Yassy, the capital of Moldova, once 

had 40,000 inhabitants, but fires in 1822 and 1827 reduced that number by a half. In 1854, the 

Moldova was in Bessarabia, a province of Russia. In 1849, 20% were Jews, and in 

1908, close to 50% were Jews; 

of Zhidatchov (Zidichoiv) ben Rav Yitzchok Issac Eichenstein was born in 

Sambor, Ukraine, in 1763 (some say 1785), and passed away June 22, 1831 (5591), in 

Zidichov, Galicia. He was a famous Chassidic Rebbe, a noted Talmudist, Kabbalist and author 

of novellae on Torah and responsa. He founded the Zhidatchov chassidic dynasty. Rav Tzvi 

Hirsch is the oldest of five brothers, all of whom were great Rabbonim. He was a talmid of the 

Chozeh of Lublin; Rav Moshe Leib of Sassov; Maggid of Kozhnitz and Rav Mendel of 

Rimanov. He was very involved in the study of Kabbala and wrote seforim on Kabbala and the 

and championed the position that the practice of chassidism had to be firmly 

based on the study of the Kabbala of the Ari Hakadosh. His many seforim including 

(he is known by the name of this sefer) and Beis Yisroel on Torah. 

Eser Kedushos (Piotrkow, 1906 - Maarekhet Moharaza Mi

page 39), that Rav Zvi Hirsch of Zhidachov said to his brother Rav Moshe of Sambor that in 

_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 
d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 

in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
er/mother/the Tzaddik 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings. 

www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm 
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www.anshe.org 

remnitz, (1813). One of the five sons of the Magid of Zlotchov - Rav 

Yechiel Michel. One of his four brothers was Rav Moshe of Zvhil, the first Zvhiller Rebbe. Rav 

law of Rav Aharon II of Karlin (the Beis Aharon); 

of Neustadt ben RavTzvi Halevi Horowitz (1843 / 5603), grandson of the Chozeh 

(Chayes; Chayus) (1616). Rav in Prossnitz (Prostejov) and Prague. 

(which sets Hilchos 

Tractate Gittin which 

d Av Beis Din of Jassy (Yassy; Iasi; Yosser; Tirgu-Yasski), 

. Yassy, the capital of Moldova, once 

had 40,000 inhabitants, but fires in 1822 and 1827 reduced that number by a half. In 1854, the 

Moldova was in Bessarabia, a province of Russia. In 1849, 20% were Jews, and in 

of Zhidatchov (Zidichoiv) ben Rav Yitzchok Issac Eichenstein was born in 

June 22, 1831 (5591), in 

Zidichov, Galicia. He was a famous Chassidic Rebbe, a noted Talmudist, Kabbalist and author 

of novellae on Torah and responsa. He founded the Zhidatchov chassidic dynasty. Rav Tzvi 

m were great Rabbonim. He was a talmid of the 

Chozeh of Lublin; Rav Moshe Leib of Sassov; Maggid of Kozhnitz and Rav Mendel of 

on Kabbala and the 

sition that the practice of chassidism had to be firmly 

including Ateres Tzvi 

 

Maarekhet Moharaza Mi-Zidachov, 

page 39), that Rav Zvi Hirsch of Zhidachov said to his brother Rav Moshe of Sambor that in 
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one of his transmigrations he had been the Riba (Rav Ishmael ben Elisha), the Kohen Gadol. 

There is a story told about his father Rav Yitzchok Issac Eichenstein who once let out a 

great sigh. When asked what that was about by his wife, he replied that he was worried about 

how they (he and his wife) would go to Gan Eden. His wife replied with two words from the 

Parshas Chukas. They are נֲַעֶלה ַּבְמִסָּלה, (Bamidbar Chapter 20:19) on the highway we will go 

up. What she really meant by these words was: נֲַעֶלה we will go up to Gan Eden,  ַּבְמִסָּלה,  has the 

first letters of their son's names: Beirish; Moshe; Sender; Lipa and Hirsh. Through the merit of 

our great sons we will merit Gan Eden; 

� Rav Tzvi Hirsch Eichenstein of Zhidatchov (Zidichoiv) (1785-1831), founder of the 

Zhidachov dynasty and author of Ateres Tzvi. A close disciple of the Chozeh of Lublin, he 

championed the position that the practice of Chasidism had to be firmly based on the study of 

the Kabbala of the Ari Hakadosh. 

� Rav Avrohom Damesek of Crakow, author of Avnei Kodesh, (1841); 

� Rav Yehuda Leib Tzirelson, (1859-1941). In 1908, he became Rav and Av Beis Din in 

Kishinev. In 1912, he was among core Jewish leaders and rabbonim who laid the foundation to 

Agudath Israel movement. In 1918, Bessarabia became part of Romania and Rav Tsirelson was 

nominated Chief Rav of the whole Bessarabia. In 1920, having enough knowledge of 

Romanian language he was elected to represent Jews of Bessarabia in the Parliament of 

Romania in Bucharest. In 1922, he became the only Bessarabian Jewish representative in the 

parliament; 

� Rav Elchonon Bunim Wasserman, author of Kovetz Shiurim; Kovetz Heorot; Kovetz 

Maamarim and Ikvesa D'Meshicha. Born in the town of Birz, Lithuania, he learned at Telshe 

under Rav Eliezer Gordon and Rav Shimon Shkop. He then lived with and learned from Rav 

Chaim Soleveitchik from 1897 to 1899. He learned from the Chofetz Chaim 1907-10, 

becoming his closest disciple, and then went to Brisk to be Rosh Yeshiva. Became Rosh 

Yeshiva of Brananovich after World War I in 1920 and grew it from 60 to 500 bachurim, (1875-

1941). [12 Tammuz, according to some); 

� Rav Shmiel Shmelka Rubin, the Sulitzer Rebbe; 

� Rav Shmuel (“Shmelke”) Pinter, the Bukovsker Rebbe, (1919-1994). 

� 12th of Tammuz ~ Begins Sunday Night (Jul 17th) 
� Rabbeinu Yaakov ben Asher, the Ba’al HaTurim (1268 [some say 1270 / 5030] – 1340 / 5100), 

son of the Rosh. He wrote a major work named Tur. The author is simply known as Ba’al 

HaTurim meaning author of the Turim. The Ba’al HaTurim revealed many secrets from the 

Torah in the Gematria of words, acrostics, forming of letters, word patterns within the 

Scriptures, and he revealed many novel Torah understandings from similar words used in other 

parts of the Tanach. His illustrious father, Rav Asher ben Yechiel, famous as the ROSH, was 

one of the greatest Talmudists of his day. He was a disciple of the famous Rav Meir of 

Rothenburg, leader of German Jewry, who was imprisoned by the German government and held 

for ransom. Count Meinhard of Goitz, then head of the government, would have none but Rav 

Asher as surety for the raising of the ransom money. Rav Meir, however, forbade his people to 

ransom him, in order not to encourage the governors of other places to imprison Jewish 

scholars and leaders for ransom. While Rav Asher and the Count negotiated for the release of 

Rav Meir, and Rav Asher tried to raise the huge sum from the various Jewish communities in 

Germany, Rav Meir was niftar in prison. Rav Asher now considered the negotiations as null 

and void, but the governor still demanded the ransom money and held Rav Asher responsible 
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for it. Rav Asher, therefore, had to flee from Germany, and he successfully made his escape 

together with his family, among who was Rav Yaakov, still a young boy. For many years before 

this happened, German Jewry had suffered terrible persecution and massacres, with the result 

that the great Talmud academies were slowly being destroyed. With the departure of Rav Asher 

from that country, a great period of Talmudic study in Germany came to an end, but it began to 

flourish anew in Spain, where Rav Asher finally settled. The Jewish community of Toledo 

accepted the German refugee as its chief rav. He immediately set up a Yeshiva there, and he, 

with his children after him, exerted a strong influence upon Jewish life and scholarship in 

Spain, as well as elsewhere. When his father fled Germany with his entire family to Spain in 

1803, Rav Yaakov first lived with his brother Rav Yechiel, in Barcelona, and then moved to 

Toledo, where his father was Rav. His younger brother, Rav Yehuda, who would marry Rav 

Yaakov’s daughter, succeeded the Rosh as Rav of Toledo, while Rav Yaakov himself preferred 

to take a position on the Beis Din. His monumental halchic work, the Arba’ah Turim included 

virtually all opinions available to Rav Yaakov, as well as a wealth of customs. The many 

commentators on the Tur include those of Rav Yosef Karo (the Beis Yosef); Rav Moshe Isserles 

(Darkei Moshe); Rav Yoel Sirkes (The Beis Chadash); Rav Yehoshua Falk (Derishah 

uPerishah); and Rav Yosef Escapa (the Rosh Yosef), who deals with only a part of the work. 

The Chida comments that without a proper study of the Tur and its commentaries, one cannot 

begin to determine halacha. Rav Yaakov also authored Sefer HaRemazim (also known as Kitzur 

Piskei HaRosh), an abridged version of his father's compendium of the Talmud, quoted in Sefer 

Mesharim. Rav Yaakov was niftar in Toledo; 

� Rav Eliyahu Baruch Kamai, Mirrer Rosh Yeshiva, (1840-1917). A descendant of Rav 

Avrohom, the brother of the Vilna Gaon, Rav Elya was born in Telz. His father passed away 

when the boy was only two, and the boy's teacher was his stepfather and future father-in-law, 

Rav Chaim Zev Jaffe. Beginning in 1868, Rav Elya Baruch also succeeded Rav Chaim Zev as 

rav of the town of Shkod, Lithuania. In 1899, Rav Elya Baruch was called to serve as rosh 

yeshiva of the Mirrer Yeshiva. In 1901, Rav Elya Baruch also became rav of the town of Mir. 

When his co-rosh yeshiva, Rav Avrohom Tiktinsky, retired in 1907, Rav Elya Baruch named his 

own son-in-law, Rav Eliezer Yehuda Finkel, to the faculty of the yeshiva. Some of Rav Elya 

Baruch's lectures were published under the title Zichron Eliyahu. He was succeeded as rav of 

Mir by his son, Rav Avrohom Zvi Kamai, who was massacred with 2,300 of his congregants on 

the 18th of Cheshvan in 1942; 

� Release of Rav Yosef Yitzchok Schneerson of Lubavitch from Soviet prison, 1927; 

� Nazis executed 5,000 Jews in the fortress of Kovno, among them Rav Elchonon Wasserman; 

Rav Yosef Chaim Zaks, a Rosh Yeshiva at Ohel Moshe in Slobodka; and Rav Velvel 

Grodzensky (son of Rav Avrohom, the mashgiach of Slobodka), 1941; 

� Rav Eliyahu Yosef ben Rav Aryeh Leib Rivlin (1805 / 5565 – 1865 / 5625). He taught Chabad 

Chassidus in Yerushalayim, and wrote Ohalei Yosef.  

� Today is the birthday of the Sixth Chabad Rebbe – Rav Yosef Yitzchok of Lubavitch. Born in 

1880 – this is also the day he was liberated from the Soviet gulag and exile. He is one of two 

Lubabitcher tzaddikim buried in New York. The seventh Rebbe Rav Schneerson would visit his 

kever quite often in his early years of being the Rebbe. 

� 13th of Tammuz ~ Begins Monday Night (Jul 18th) 
� Rav Yitzchok Leib Sofer, of Drohovitch; 

� Rav Elchonon Bunim, Hy"d (1941 / 5701) ben Rav Naftali Beinish Wasserman. He was a 

talmid of the Chofetz Chaim and was Rosh Yeshiva of Baranovitch. His seforim are widely 
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used in Yeshivas and include Kovetz Heoros; Kovetz Shiurim; Kovetz Maamarim and Ikvasa 

D'Meshicha. 

Rav Elchonon was murdered in cold blood together with many other Jews, when the 

Nazi army entered Lithuania. Rav Ephraim Oshry, who became a Rav on the Lower East Side 

of Manhattan, was twenty-seven years old at that time. He was one of the few that managed to 

escape. He related over the following about the last thing Rav Elchonon told them. 

When they saw the end was near Rav Elchanan got up and spoke to them. He spoke the 

same way he always did; he was calm and there was no indication of panic. 

He said the following: 

"In Heaven it seems that they deem us to be tzaddikim, because we have been chosen to 

be korbonos for Klal Yisrael. Therefore, we must do teshuva now. We don't have much time. 

We must keep in mind that we will be better korbonos if we do teshuva. In this way we will 

save the Yidden in America. Let no foreign thought enter our minds, Chas V'Shalom, as that 

will make us pigul, an unfit korban. We are now fulfilling the greatest mitzva; Yerushalayim 

was destroyed with fire and will be rebuilt with fire. The same fire that will consume our bodies 

will one day rebuild Klal Yisroel."; 

� Rav Moshe ben Rav Naftali Hirsch Ravkash (1671 / 5431), the author of Be’er HaGolah – a 

commentary on Shulchan Aruch. During the fury of the Cossacks in Vilna, most of the 

community did not believe that the danger was imminent, so they did not escape. A few of the 

great Torah scholars of that generation did, in fact, escape to freedom. Among them were the 

Shach, the Sha’ar Ephraim and the Beer HaGolah. He spent a few years in Amsterdam until it 

was safe to return; 

� Rav Aryeh Leib ben Rav Mordechai HaLevi Epstein (1775 / 5535), the author of HaPardes; 

� Rav Mordechai of Kremnitz [Kremnica] (1820 / 5580). One of the five sons of the Zlotschover 

Maggid, Rav Yechiel Michel, who were referred to as chamisha chumshai Torah. One of Rav 

Mordechai’s brothers was Rav Moshe of Zvhil, the first Zvhiller Rebbe; 

� Rav Dovid of Rachmistrivka, (1950); 

� Rav Chanoch Henoch Dov ben Elazer Rubin (1920 / 5680). He was called the Sassover Rebbe 

of London; 

·  Wearing of the yellow star was decreed mandatory for all Jews in the Baltic States, 

1941; 

·  Minsk( Russia ) was captured by the Germans, 1942 trapping about 40,000 Jews; 

·  The Germany army command led by Erwin Rommel reached El Alamein in Northern 

Egypt, 96km west of Alexandria. After Gedolim in Eretz Yisrael held massive tefilla rallies, the 

Germans retreated. 

� 14th of Tammuz ~ Begins Tuesday Night (Jul 19th) 
� Rav Yitzchok Eizik Rosenbaum of Zutchka, (1906-2000/5760). Born in Romania to Rav 

Isamar Rosenbaum of Nadvorna, he was named after his mother's ancestor, Rav Yitzchok Eizik 

of Komarna. At an early age, his family moved to Chernovitz, whose 45,000 Jews constituted 

about 45% of the city's population. The first Maskilim settled in Chernovitz at the start of the 

nineteenth century, and their influence had grown so fast that, by 1849, they controlled the 

Board of the Jewish Community. It was in Chernowitz that secular Yiddishism held a major 

convocation and proclaimed Yiddish as the Jewish national language in 1908. After Rav 

Yitzchok Eizik married his wife, Chana, his father asked him to preside as Rav and Admor in 
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the town of Vashkowitz. Two years later, he moved to Zutchka where he remained until World 

War II. Soon after the war, Rav Yitzchok Eizik moved to Boro Park. After Rav Yitzchok Eizik's 

father passed away, he settled in Tel Aviv to take over his father's Beis Medrash, in 1973. In 

1981, he relocated to Bnei Brak. One of the Rebbe's sons, Rav Nasan Dovid, took over the 

Zutchka Beis Medrash in Bnei Brak; 

� Rav Yosef ben Rav Moshe Trani, the Maharit (1568-1639 / 5399). Born in Tzfas, he married to 

a descendant of Rav Yosef Caro, but fled Tzfas due to plague outbreak. Returned to Tzfas to 

head a yeshiva in 1594. Moved to Constantinople in 1604, becoming Rav of the city and leader 

of Turkish Jewry a few years later. Best known for his teshuvos; 

� Rav Shmuel Shatin, the Kos Hayeshuos (1719). [According to some, 18 Tammuz]. Rav of 

Dramesht; 

� Rav Yaakov ben Rav Yehuda Leib Halevi Ruderman, (1901-1987 / 5747) Rosh Yeshiva of Ner 

Yisrael, Baltimore. Born on Shushan Purim in 1901 in Dolhinov, Russia; studied in Yeshiva 

Knesses Yisrael in Slobodka, then headed by Rav Nosson Zvi Finkel (the Alter) and Rav Moshe 

Mordechai Epstein. Among his colleagues in Slobodka were Rav Reuven Grozovsky; Rav 

Ruderman's first cousin, Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky; Rav Aharon Kotler; Rav Yitzchok Hutner; 

In 1926, Rav Ruderman published his only written work, Avodas Halevi. In 1930, Rav 

Ruderman joined his father-in-law, Rav Sheftel Kramer, at the latter's yeshiva in Cleveland. In 

1933, Rav Ruderman moved to Baltimore and founded the Ner Yisrael yeshiva, leading that 

yeshiva for fifty-four years until his passing. His petira in 1987 followed less than one-and-a-

half years after the passing of Rav Kaminetzky and Rav Moshe Feinstein. Rav Ruderman's 

students have published two volumes of his teachings posthumously: Sichos Levi contains 

mussar/ethical insights based on the weekly parshah, while Mas'as Levi contains lectures on 

the nineteenth century work Minchas Chinuch and other Tamudic and halachic insights; 

� Rav Mordechai Attiah (1978 / 5738), great Sephardic rosh yeshiva in Yerushalayim. 

� 15th of Tammuz ~ Begins Wednesday Night (Jul 20th) 
� Rav Chaim ben Rav Moshe Ibn Atar, the Ohr HaChaim Hakadosh, (1696-1743 / 5503). Born 

into a well-respected family in Sali, Morocco, Rav Chaim spent his early years learning with 

his grandfather, whose name he shared. Rav Chaim's dream was to go to Israel. He arrived in 

Eretz Yisrael with thirty followers, four days before Rosh HaShana in 1742 and settled in Acco. 

Rav Chaim and his students spent Yom Kippur in the cave of Eliyahu HaNavi on Mount 

Carmel. Purim was spent in Tzfas and Miron, where a great deal of time was spent studying the 

holy Zohar. On the 15th of Elul of 1743, Rav Chaim finally arrived in Yerushalayim with his 

group. He immediately established a yeshiva called Knesses Yisrael and a second secretive 

yeshiva for the study of Kabbala. One of his new students was Rav Chaim Yosef Dovid Azulai, 

the Chida, who was only eighteen years old at that time; 

� Rav Aryeh Leib Ginzberg, the Sha’agas Aryeh (1695/5455-1785/5545). Born in Pinsk, he was 

the son of Rav Asher, Av Beis Din of Pinsk. He is considered one of the greatest minds of his 

time. The Vilna Gaon said that the Sha’agas Aryeh was greater than him in nigleh (revealed 

Torah), but not in nistar (concealed Torah). When he was still young, his family moved to 

Minsk. A widow in the city had a complete set of the Shas in her home and would loan 

masechtos to any talmid chacham who needed them. When Aryeh Leib was still a child, he 

borrowed masechtos from her. Thus, every day, he would complete one masechta, and then ask 

her to exchange it for a different one. In 1725, when he was only thirty, Rav Aryeh Leib was 

invited to serve as the Rosh Yeshiva of Minsk, but the laypersons forced him out, since he was 

unashamed to rebuke them when he felt that it was necessary. Shortly afterwards, he was 
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invited to serve as Rav of Volozhin (where he authored Sha’agas Aryeh), and later in Metz, 

Germany. Prior to his petira, the Sha’agas Aryeh made a siyum of Shas, which he had reviewed 

one thousand times during his lifetime. [Yated 2005 says the 28th of Tammuz and 25th of 

Tammuz, according to Yated 2007]; 

� Rav Dovid Moshe Rosenbaum of Kretshnif (Kretchinev, 

Kretchniv, Kretshniff), son of Rav Eliezer Zev Rosenbaum and son-

in-law of Rav Chaim Mordechai of Nadvorna. Lived in Rechovot, 

(1969); 

� Rav Mordechai Weinberg, Rosh Yeshiva of Montreal, (1992); 

� Rav Amram Blau, head of Neturei Karta in Yerushalayim (1894-

1974/5734). He was close with the Brisker Rav, Chazon Ish and 

many other gedolim of the time and earned their respect. There is 

more than one Neturei Karta in Yerushalayim. The shita of his 

Neturei Karta was basically the same as that of the Satmar Rebbe, 

Rav Yoel. He fought against the desecration of Shabbos in Eretz 

Yisroel. His brother was Rav Moshe Blau of Agudas Yisrael. Neturei Karta movement broke off 

from Agudas Yisrael in 1935 because of their insistence on total separation from the Zionist 

Jewish community. In 1938, Rav Blau and Rav Aharon Katzenellenbogen seceded from the 

Eidah Chareidis. For the most part, the members of Neturei Karta are descended from 

Hungarian Jews that settled in Yerushalayim's Old City in the early nineteenth century and 

currently number about 5,000. Rav Blau was forced to surrender leadership of Neturei Karta in 

1965, after he married Ruth Ben-Dovid, who was a divorced woman and a convert from 

Catholicism, two years after his first wife, Hinda, passed. She also was a former member of the 

French Resistance, who had rescued Rav Blau during the Holocaust. In December 2006, Satmar 

leaders condemned six Neturei Karta adherents as reckless outcasts for attending the Holocaust 

denial conference hosted by Iran. Rav Amram Blau, as well as his successor Rav Aharon 

Katzenelenbogen, was vehemently opposed to activities of this sort. As an indication of his 

disfavor, Rav Katzenelenbogen went to the Zionist Israeli secular court to enforce an order 

forbidding Moshe Hirsh from leaving Eretz Yisrael, to prevent him from engaging in joint 

activities with Jew-hating Arabs. 

� 16th of Tammuz ~ Begins Thursday Night (Jul 21st) 
� Chur, son of Kalev and Miriam, killed by the erev rav for his protest against making the Egel, 

(1309 / 2451 or 1312 BCE). Chur did his Tikun (correction) in allowing himself to be killed by 

the erev rav while this was the mistake that Aaron made in not allowing himself to be killed. 

Aaron saw the death of Chur and thought that he did not have to do the same action for his 

Tikun; 

� Rav Shimon Moshe Diskin (1932-1999), son of Rav Yoshua Zelig Diskin, rav of Periaslov 

(Ukraine) and Pardes Chana, and grandson of Rav Shimon Moshe Diskin. He learned at 

Ponevezh and the Kaminetz-Knesses Beis Yitzchok kollel. He served for twenty-six years as 

one of the roshei yeshiva of Yeshiva Kol Torah. 

� Rav Avrohom Yehoshua Heshel ben Rav Yitzchok Meir, the Kapyscznitz Rebbe (1888-1967 / 

5727). Named after the Apta Rav, the Oheiv Yisrael, of whom he was a direct descendant, he 

was born in Husyatin. His maternal grandfather was Rav Mordechai Shraga of Husyatin, son of 

Rav Yisrael of Ruzhin. He moved with his father to Vienna at the outbreak of World War I. 

Succeeded his father, Rav Yitzchok Meir on the first day of Rosh HaShana 1936, his father’s 

petira. Only two years after Rav Avrohom Yehoshua became Rebbe, Yiddishe life was shattered 
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by the German occupation of Vienna. The Rebbe was seized and forced to clean the streets to 

the amusement of the jeering Germans. On his arrival in America, the Rebbe settled in the 

Lower East Side of New York. The Rebbe was among the founding members of Chinuch 

Atzmai (semi-private religious school system in Eretz Yisrael), together with Rav Aharon 

Kotler. One of his most faithful followers was the Ponovezher Rav, Rav Yosef Kahaneman. 

� Rav Aharon Yosef Bakst (Baksht), Hy”d. Rav of Shavel (1867-1941 / 5701). Born in Ivye, as 

a young man in Volozhin, he caught the eye of Rav Yitzchok Blazer. He eventually moved to 

Kelm where he became attached to Rav Simcha Zissel Ziv. He served in no less than thirteen 

cities, including Beisagola; Semiatitz; Tzaritzin; Poltave; Seduva; Lomza; and Suwalk. He 

came to Shavel in 1930. He was killed in the Holocaust together with his son-in-law, Rav Aizik 

Rabinowitz of Telz. He was the last Rav of Shavel.


Y HILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’TZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKA Z 

WHAT’S BEHIND YAHRZEIT MEANINGS & CUSTOMS 
When a tzaddik passes away and leaves this world, his soul ascends on high; she rises up 

above and is closer to those supernal worlds surrounding the Throne of Glory, and then Hashem 
announces and calls to Yaakov Avinu, “My beloved son, you suffered because of your children and 
now Ploni ben Ploni, this tzaddik whose name is So-and-so, has come to this world. The neshama 
is adorned with many jeweled decorations and bedecked and bedazzled with his Torah study and 
mitzvos which he fulfilled as well as his good deeds and actions. It is proper and fitting that you go 
out to greet him with joy and happiness and say Shalom to him, and I Myself and My glory will 
come with you and greet him with a shining countenance with Torah and awe and reverence”  as it 
says Tehillim (24:6) Those who seek your face, Yaakov Selah, it does not say mevakesh, singular 
but rather mevakshay in plural which connotes Hashem and Yaakov Avinu as well. 

And who sees them go out and does not join them? So many myriads of flocks of angels 
join the throngs of greeters and well-wishers and they each depart through their gate, and the 
souls of other tzaddikim see the gates open and they open their mouths and declare “Shalom, 
peace be upon you and Shalom to your Torah, and happy and praiseworthy are you, and happy 
and praised are those that gave birth to you, come to your chamber and enter. Beautiful canopies 
are ready for you." And on that day they announce on High in all the heavens that only the Torah 
and novel chiddushim which this tzaddik studied and originated and taught during his lifetime, 
only that should be studied. They recite his chiddushim as one recites the kesubah at a marriage 
under the canopy of the chupah before a bride and groom on the day of their chasuna (Kav 
HaYashar 79). 



Y GEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEM Z    

 STORIES & ANECDOTES 

Rav Yehuda Leib TzirelsonRav Yehuda Leib TzirelsonRav Yehuda Leib TzirelsonRav Yehuda Leib Tzirelson, , , , 11111111
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Rav of Kishinev – (5701/1941) 

Rav Yehuda Leib Tzirelson was born 
on the 28th of Kislev, 5620/1859, in 

Kozelets, Chernihiv Oblast, Ukraine. He 
was the son of Rav Moshe Chaim, Rav of 
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Kozelets. 

He learned under Rav Yisrael Noach 
Schneerson, the son of the Tzemach Tzedek 
of Lubavitch, who gave him semicha. 

An iluy, he was appointed Rav of 
Priluki when he was just nineteen. At that 
time, he began writing for periodicals in 
Hebrew, Yiddish, and Russian on ongoing 
Jewish issues, mostly of a political nature. 
In 5668/1908 he became Rav of Kishinev. 

In 5671/1911 he was one of the three 
hundred prominent Russian Rabbonim 
who signed a letter defending Mendel Beilis 
against an anti-Semitic blood libel. That 
same year he received the title Honorary 
Citizen of the Russian Empire. 

Rav Yehuda Leib was among the 
core group of leaders and Rabbonim who 
laid the foundation for the Agudas Yisrael 
movement in Katowicz in 5672/1912. He 
was named to the Moetzes Gedolei 
HaTorah. 

In 5678/1918, Bessarabia became 
part of Romania, and Rav Yehuda Leib was 
named chief Rav of Bessarabia. He 
developed a Jewish educational system 
from kindergarten through Yeshiva. After 
the Soviet Union collapsed, the new 
Kishinev Yeshiva was established in the 
building of the old one. 

In 5680/1920, having a fluent 
knowledge of the Romanian language, Rav 
Yehuda Leib was elected to represent the 
Jews of Bessarabia in the Romanian 
Parliament in Bucharest. By 5682/1922, 
Rav Yehuda Leib was the only Bessarabian 
Jewish representative in the parliament. 
Rav Yehuda Leib tried to warn about 
growing anti-Semitism in Romania, but the 

delegates refused to publish his speeches in 
the parliament periodical. As a result, he 
resigned from parliament in 5686/1926. 

In 5680/1920 Rav Yehuda Leib 
established the Agudas Yisrael branch in 
Kishinev, which later became autonomous. 

Rav Yehuda Leib chaired the 
Knessia Gedola of Agudas Yisrael twice: in 
5683/1923, when he strongly supported 
Rav Meir Shapiro’s innovation, the Daf 
Yomi, and again in 5689/1929. 

After the Soviet annexation of 
Bessarabia and the Molotov-Ribbentrop 
Pact, Rav Yehuda Leib was labeled by the 
Communist-backed newspapers as an anti-
Soviet agent. Despite this, he did not 
forsake his responsibilities. 

On the 11th of Tammuz, 5701/1941, 
Rav Yehuda Leib was killed in the first 
bombardment of Kishinev by German 
forces. He was sixty-one. 

He was buried in the old cemetery in 
Kishinev. Later, in 5711/1951, when the 
local authorities planned to construct train 
tracks over the cemetery, the kevarim were 
emptied and the meisim were reinterred 
near the memorial for the many Jews killed 
in Kishinev. 

Rav Yehuda Leib wrote several 
seforim, including many teshuvos: 
She’eilos U’Teshuvos Atzei Levanon, on all 
four sections of Shulchon Oruch; Hegyon 
Lev; Maarchei Lev, his drashos; and Lev 
Yehuda, on halocha. 

Zecher tzaddik livrachah. Hashem 
yinkom damo. 

www.hamodia.com/features/day-history-11-tammuzjuly-9/ 
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The Sulitzer Rebbe

Far Rockaway, NY – The End of an Era 

Rav Shmuel Shmelka Rubin, the 
Sulitzer Rebbe, represented, to all who 

knew him, the authentic Chassidishe 
Yiddishkeit of Europe. 

Rav Rubin was born in 1925, and 
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was a scion of the Ropshitzer dynasty of 
Chassidus, descendants of Rav Naftoli Tzvi 
Horowitz of Ropshitz. Rav Naftoli Tzvi was 
a contemporary of the author of the famed 
Nesivos HaMishpot on Choshen Mishpot, 
and studied with him. Rav Naftoli Tzvi was 
the author of the Zera Kodesh, a work that 
inspired those who learned it to reach 
remarkable heights in Dveikus BaHashem. 

“What defined him? He came to Far 
Rockaway when only the White Shul was 
here,” remarked Rav Amnon Nissan, a 
congregant. “He remained true to his 
Chassidish Mesora – unwavering.” 

Rav Rubin came from an illustrious 
family. His father, Rav Yaakov Yisrael 
Yeshurun Rubin, was the Av Beis Din of 
Sulitza and Sasragen in Romania. He was 
the son-in-law of Rav Yissochor Ber 
Rosenbaum, the Rebbe of Stroznitz. Both of 
his parents were murdered in the Nazi 
Holocaust. A twenty-year-old Rav Rubin 
saw what he must do – help rebuild Torah 
and the communities that no longer 
existed. 

Rav Rubin had a special relationship 
with the Satmar Rebbe, Rav Yoel 
Teitelbaum. After the war, the Satmar 
Rebbe found his own unique task: to build 
up the Kehillos that were devastated by the 
Nazis, yimach sh’mom. He saw a kindred 
spirit in the Sulitzer. At the Rebbe’s 
prompting, Rav Rubin and his Akeres 
Bayis moved to Far Rockaway. The Sulitzer 
represented the dynamicism and vibrancy 
of Ropshitzer Chassidus. He arrived in Far 
Rockaway only a few years after the war. 

They gave up all the conveniences of 
Brooklyn and came to a place where there 
were no Chassidim. The Rubin family had a 
number of children, who had few peers to 
play with. Rav Rubin was undeterred. He 
had come to establish a religious 
community. And establish he did. 

Many times, in the beginning, they 
had no minyan. The Rubin home was the 
only house in town where a meshuloch 

could eat and sleep without a problem. He 
and his Rebbitzen were the paragons of 
Hachnossas Orchim. And Meshulochim 
flocked to stay in his home, even sleeping 
on the floor when there were no beds. 

“He always had a kind word and 
very insightful advice whenever we went to 
him,” remarked Mrs. Bruchie Goldfedder. 
“I was also quite surprised at his mastery of 
English.” 

Yet although he could communicate 
in perfect English, in the shul and at home, 
the family spoke Yiddish all the time. All 
the drashos he delivered were in Yiddish, 
because they wished to hold on tightly to 
their Mesora – their holy inheritance of 
Ropshitz. It was so very important to them. 

Once, one of his mispallelim gave 
the Rebbe a ride to the Catskills in New 
York. Rav Rubin related to him that after 
they were released from the camps and 
entered the Displaced Persons camps, the 
need for Seforim was most acute. He and 
another bochur found in a Tahara house of 
a Jewish cemetery just two Seforim: One 
was the Me’or Einayim of the Chernobyler 
Rebbe, and the other was the Siddur of the 
Baal HaTanya. Rav Rubin had found the 
Me’or Einayim. The bachur, however, was 
a descendant of the Chernobyl Chassidish 
dynasty. He asked Rav Rubin to exchange 
the Seforim. How could Rav Rubin refuse? 

Years later, in Far Rockaway, as the 
shul was being built, Rav Rubin was in dire 
need of funds. A contractor was pressuring 
for payment with threats. That Friday 
night, a Lubavitch Mispallel in the shul 
wished to use the Siddur with his own 
Nusach. Rav Rubin went to the attic to 
retrieve the old Siddur he had saved after 
the war. The Siddur fell down. In the 
binding there were thirteen one hundred 
American dollar bills. 

The Rebbe, in his remarkable 
honesty, did not take the money. He 
searched high and low for the original 
owner of the Siddur. Only when he was 
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satisfied that it was truly hefker did he take 
the money and use it. He felt it was a 
Matona (gift) from HaKodosh Boruch Hu. 

At one point when the Beis Medrash 
became too small for their living room, 
there was a large piece of land available on 
Beach 9th and Roosevelt Court. The land 
was adjacent to their house and was going 
on public auction. Mr. Fox, a lawyer, loved 
the Rebbe with heart and soul. He stood up 
at the platform of the auction and declared, 
“Please – do not bid against the Rebbe.” 
Those around listened. How could they 
not? 

The entire lot was sold for $15,000. 
The lot currently occupies the new building 
of the Rebbe’s shul, which was gradually 
improved until the beautiful structure we 
see today was completed. This, too, of 
course, was one of Hashem’s nissim.  

The Rebbe would always write a 
Jewish date. He was trying to hold onto his 
Mesora. 

The Rebbe personified the Midda of 
humility. Once, an incident occurred in 
shul where someone had received Revi’i, 
the fourth Aliya on a Shabbos morning. He 
felt that this Aliya was not in accordance 
with his honor and became angry. The 
Rebbe, from that point on, would take 
Revi’i himself, so that no one would ever 
feel slighted that it was not an important 
Aliya. 

His love of people transcended 
barriers. Once, a child in a local Yeshiva 
was facing difficulty. He was acting out, as 
teenagers are wont to do. The mother was 
at her wit’s end as to what to do. Rav Rubin 
offered to learn with the young man 
himself. To everyone’s shock, he did. What 
was even more surprising was that the 
young man turned around and developed 
into a beautiful Ben Torah. 

The Rebbe would never 
compromise, regardless of the pressure he 
faced. Rav Rubin personified the notion of 
Ki Haim Chayeinu, yet he was not a 

supporter of learning Shas in English. 
When the Artscroll Schottenstein Talmud 
first came out, he did not initially want it in 
the shul. No one, however, was terribly 
upset with him in this regard because they 
knew that it came from his strong regard 
for the Mesora. Eventually he had to 
capitulate and people did bring it to the 
Gemara Shiurim. 

He was an extraordinary Ba’al 
Chessed. Many times he was short of funds; 
in order to survive, he would often have to 
borrow money. At no time, however, was 
he ever late in repaying. He would even pay 
his obligations a day before they were due. 

A number of years ago, this author 
were zocheh to house an emergency guest, 
a Rosh Kollel from Meah She’arim who was 
stranded at Kennedy airport without his 
luggage. His Shtreimel and Kapota were on 
the way to England on a Thursday 
midnight flight and he was not allowed to 
board the plane. When this author went to 
the Rubin house to borrow a Shtreimel, the 
Rubins offered the Rosh Kollel a choice of 
three. Such was the Rubin family’s 
Hachnossas Orchim and Chessed. 

He was humble and always tried to 
play a role in not showing off his vast 
knowledge of Torah and Chassidus. 

The neighborhood of Far Rockaway 
soon deteriorated to the point where people 
started to move to Lawrence and beyond. 
This greatly grieved the Rav personally and 
affected the attendance of the shul as well. 
The Rav thought hard and invented the 
term West Lawrence. This was his 
brainchild. 

Eventually, people did stop moving, 
but he went a step further. He assured 
them that things would change and the 
market would rise again. The Rav’s words 
were prescient. Far Rockaway became one 
of most expensive neighborhoods in New 
York. Much of this was on account of his 
wisdom. In spite of the neighborhood’s 
initial decline, those who did move away 
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walked to shul on Shabbos. Sometimes it 
would even be a half hour or an hour walk. 
They did this to attend the Kehillas Yaakov 
shul of Rav Shmuel Rubin. 

Approximately twenty-five years 
ago, the Rav established a Tehillim
in Yerushalayim. The Rav traveled to Eretz 
Yisrael and many people came to seek his 
advice there. He was loved by all.

The loss of the Sulitzer Rebbe 
certainly leaves a great void, not only in Far 
Rockaway, but throughout New York and 
the world. But the one consolation is that 



Rabbeinu Yaakov Ben AsherRabbeinu Yaakov Ben AsherRabbeinu Yaakov Ben AsherRabbeinu Yaakov Ben Asher

We are going to tell you of a man, 
who perhaps more 
than any other single 
person shaped our 
practical everyday 
life. He is the author 
of a gigantic work, 
which even to this 
day-more than six 
hundred years later-
is still studied by the 
students and authorities of Jewish law. For 
this work, of which we shall speak later in 
greater detail, is the basis of the 
Aruch (Prepared Table), the standard code 
of Jewish law throughout the world, and 
through the ages. 

The name of this great man is 
Rabbeinu Yaakov ben Asher, and the name 
of his great work is Tur. The author is 
simply known as Ba’al Haturim
author of the Turim (see explanation 
further on). 

Rabbeinu Yaakov ben Asher (Circa 
5029-5100; 1269-1340) was born in 
Germany about seven hundred years ago. 
His illustrious father, Rav Asher 
Yechiel, famous as the ROSH, was one of 
the greatest Talmudists of his day. He was 
a disciple of the famous Rav Meir of 
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walked to shul on Shabbos. Sometimes it 
would even be a half hour or an hour walk. 
They did this to attend the Kehillas Yaakov 

five years 
ago, the Rav established a Tehillim Kollel 
in Yerushalayim. The Rav traveled to Eretz 
Yisrael and many people came to seek his 
advice there. He was loved by all. 

The loss of the Sulitzer Rebbe 
certainly leaves a great void, not only in Far 
Rockaway, but throughout New York and 

t the one consolation is that 

his dear son, Rav Yankel, a prodigious 
talmid Chochom in his own right, is 
following in his remarkable father’s 
footsteps – in all of his mesoras
Hachnossas Orchim, Rav Yankel hosts the 
most important guests, as we
homeless. His friendly smile and behavior 
to all will assure that he will be successful 
just as his father was. 

The author can be reached at 
yairhoffman2@gmail.com

www.vosizneias.com/133782/2013/06/19/far

ny-the-end
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The Ba’al HaTurim 

We are going to tell you of a man, 

students and authorities of Jewish law. For 
this work, of which we shall speak later in 
greater detail, is the basis of the Shulchan 

(Prepared Table), the standard code 
w throughout the world, and 

The name of this great man is 
Yaakov ben Asher, and the name 

. The author is 
Ba’al Haturim meaning 

(see explanation 

kov ben Asher (Circa 
1340) was born in 

Germany about seven hundred years ago. 
His illustrious father, Rav Asher ben 

, was one of 
the greatest Talmudists of his day. He was 
a disciple of the famous Rav Meir of 

Rothenburg, leader of German Jewry, who 
was imprisoned by the German 
government and held for ransom. Count 
Meinhard of Goitz, then head of the 
government, would have none but Rav 
Asher as surety for the raising of the 
ransom money. Rav Meir, however, 
forbade his people to ransom him, in order 
not to encourage the governors of other 
places to imprison Jewish scholars and 
leaders for ransom. While Rav Asher and 
the Count negotiated for the release of Rav 
Meir, and Rav Asher tried to raise the huge 
sum from the various Jewish communities 
in Germany, Rav Meir 
prison. Rav Asher now considered the 
negotiations as null and void, but the 
governor still demanded the ransom money 
and held Rav Asher responsible for it. Rav 
Asher, therefore, had to flee from 
and he successfully made his escape 
together with his family, among who was 
Rav Yaakov, still a young boy.

For many years before this 
happened, German Jewry had suffered 
terrible persecution and massacres, with 
the result that the great Talmud aca
were slowly being destroyed. With the 
departure of Rav Asher from that country, 
a great period of Talmudic study in 

his dear son, Rav Yankel, a prodigious 
in his own right, is 

following in his remarkable father’s 
mesoras. As a Ba’al 

, Rav Yankel hosts the 
most important guests, as well as the near-
homeless. His friendly smile and behavior 
to all will assure that he will be successful 

The author can be reached at 
yairhoffman2@gmail.com 

www.vosizneias.com/133782/2013/06/19/far-rockaway-

end-of-an-era-the-sulitzer-rebbe/ 

    

enburg, leader of German Jewry, who 
was imprisoned by the German 
government and held for ransom. Count 
Meinhard of Goitz, then head of the 
government, would have none but Rav 
Asher as surety for the raising of the 
ransom money. Rav Meir, however, 

is people to ransom him, in order 
not to encourage the governors of other 
places to imprison Jewish scholars and 
leaders for ransom. While Rav Asher and 
the Count negotiated for the release of Rav 
Meir, and Rav Asher tried to raise the huge 

rious Jewish communities 
in Germany, Rav Meir passed away in 
prison. Rav Asher now considered the 
negotiations as null and void, but the 
governor still demanded the ransom money 
and held Rav Asher responsible for it. Rav 
Asher, therefore, had to flee from Germany, 
and he successfully made his escape 
together with his family, among who was 
Rav Yaakov, still a young boy. 

For many years before this 
happened, German Jewry had suffered 
terrible persecution and massacres, with 
the result that the great Talmud academies 
were slowly being destroyed. With the 
departure of Rav Asher from that country, 
a great period of Talmudic study in 
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Germany came to an end. But it began to 
flourish anew in Spain, where Rav Asher 
finally settled. The Jewish community of 
Toledo accepted the German refugee as its 
chief rav. He immediately set up a Yeshiva 
there, and he, with his children after him, 
exerted a strong influence upon Jewish life 
and scholarship in Spain, as well as 
elsewhere. 

After the petira of Rav Asher, his 
son Rav Yehuda succeeded to his post. He, 
too, became famous for his zeal to spread 
the knowledge of the Torah throughout the 
province of Castile, and his influence was 
felt far and wide. But Rav Yehuda was 
overshadowed by the great figure of his 
younger brother, Rav Yaakov. 

As a child, Rav Yaakov was taught by 
his famous father. He was completely 
immersed in his studies. He had witnessed 
the cruelties of his non-Jewish neighbors 
and government officials, and only in the 
study of the Torah could he find comfort 
and peace. 

Under the guidance of his father, 
Rav Yaakov became fully acquainted with 
the entire Talmud and commentaries, 
especially with the works of Rav Moshe ben 
Maimon (Maimonides) who lived less than 
a hundred years before him. He studied the 
Talmud discussions and decisions of the 
great German, French and Spanish 
scholars, which he was later to harmonize 
into his major life work. 

Very little is known of Rav Yaakov's 
private life. It is known that he lived in 
great poverty, although he was, well known 
as a great scholar. He refused to accept any 
paid rabbinical post, which would have 
diverted his attention from the study of the 
Torah and Talmud. His father had lost 
practically all his possessions when he fled 
from Germany, and upon his death had 
little to leave to his children in the way of 
material things. Rav Yaakov ben Asher 
could not even afford special garments for 
the holy Shabbos and holidays, or special 
food in honor of these holy days. But all 

this did not worry him, for he truly led a 
saintly fife. The only thing that took him 
away from his studies and writings was his 
efforts to help the poor and needy. 
Although he had no money to give to them, 
he did not spare his time or effort, and used 
his influence to raise funds for those whose 
poverty was their greatest misfortune. 

Wishing to make it easier for his 
brethren to acquire knowledge of, Jewish 
law, so that they could regulate their daily 
life according to the Torah, Rav Yaakov ben 
Asher decided to create a uniform code for 
his people. 

First, however, he prepared a digest 
of his father's notes on the Talmud, the 
Piskei HoRosh (Decisions of the Rosh). 
Using this as an authority, together with 
the Rambam's  Mishne Torah, which in 
turn was based on the traditions of the 
Geonim and other forerunners, such as the 
RIF (Rav Isaac Alfasi) and others, Rav 
Yaakov ben Asher molded all this vast 
knowledge into one comprehensive code. 
But unlike the code of the Rambam which 
included all phases of Jewish life both in 
the Holy Land and in Exile, Rav Yaakov 
ben Asher concentrated on every aspect of 
Jewish life in Exile, both of the individual 
and the community. There is also another 
difference between the two great codes. The 
Rambam devotes much attention to the 
basic Jewish ideology and philosophy, in an 
effort to strengthen it against foreign 
influences, while Rav Yaakov's work is 
almost exclusively interested in the 
practical side of Jewish life and in its 
regulation according to the law of the 
Torah. He touches but briefly upon the 
various aspects of ethics and the Jewish 
view of life. 

Rav Yaakov ben Asher divided all 
the laws into four divisions, called in 
Hebrew Arba Turim (Four Rows), after the 
four rows of jewels in the breastplate of the 
High Priest. 

The first, Tur Orach Chaim (Way of 
Life), deals with the laws and precepts of 
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the Jew's daily life, including the Shabbos 
and festivals, the prayers and the Mitzvos 
which one has to observe every day. 

The second, Tur Yore Deah (Teacher 
of knowledge), deals mainly with the laws 
of kashruth, shechitah and all questions of 
the Jewish dietary laws. It also contains the 
laws of idolatry, vows, charity, the study of 
the Torah, laws of mourning, etc. 

The third, Tur Even Haezer (Stone 
of Help) contains the laws of marriage and 
divorce and Jewish family life. 

The fourth, Tur Choshen Mishpat 
(Breastplate of Judgment) is a code of 
Jewish civil and criminal law. 

It should be also mentioned that 
unlike the Rambam, who gave a final 
decision without discussion, the Turim 
quote the views of many Poskim, 
(codifiers), and many customs which 
acquired the force of law.  

The Arba Turim is the standard 
reference books of rabbonim and scholars 
to this very day. Their clear and simple 
style makes them highly popular and 
understandable. 

Rav Yaakov ben Asher also wrote a 
commentary on the Torah, which shows his 
deep knowledge of the secrets of the Torah. 
His commentary, in abbreviated form, is 
generally printed together with most 
standard Chumashim, under the name of 
Ba’al Haturim. It is a treasure chest of 
hidden meanings which he discovered in 
the letters and words of the holy text, 
through combinations, numerical 
additions, etc., showing the profound depth 
of the Torah. 

www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/111937/jewish/Rabbi-

Jacob-Ben-Asher.htm 

By Nissan Mindel ~ published and copyrighted by Kehot 

Publication Society 
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Rav of Mir, Poland 

Rav Eliyohu Boruch Kamai was born 
in 5600/1840. His father, Rav Avrohom, 
was a grandson of Rav Avrohom, the 
brother of the Vilna Gaon. 

At two years of age, he lost his 
father, and his mother married Rav Chaim 
Zev Yaffe, a descendant of Rav Mordechai 
Yaffe, the Levush. Rav Chaim Zev raised 
the boy as his own child. 

When Rav Eliyohu Boruch was ten 
years old, his step-grandfather Rav Tzvi, 
Rav in Shkod, was niftar. Rav Chaim Zev 
was named Rav in his stead, and the family 
moved to Shkod. 

At the age of seventeen, Rav Eliyohu 
Boruch married and settled in Shkod. 

In 5628/1868, Rav Chaim Zev was 
niftar, and Rav Eliyohu Boruch was named 
his successor as Rav. 

In 5638/1878, Rav Eliyohu Boruch 

visited Brisk, where he met Rav Yosef Dov 
Soloveitchik, who, after talking with him in 
learning, attested that Rav Eliyohu Boruch 
was one of the Torah giants of the 
generation. 

At that time, the kehilla of Karlin 
asked Rav Yosef Dov to suggest a suitable 
Rav for them, and he suggested Rav 
Eliyohu Boruch. He was Rav in Karlin for 
seven years. 

Later, Rav Eliyohu Boruch served as 
Rav in Weckshna for three years, and then 
in Tchnovtzi until 5659/1899, when he was 
appointed Ra”m in Mir, alongside Rav 
Eliyohu Dovid Rabinowitz Te’umim, the 
Aderes, who was Rav in the city. 

In 5661/1901, the Aderes moved to 
Eretz Yisrael and Rav Eliyohu Boruch then 
became Rav of Mir, where he stayed for the 
rest of his life. 
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Rav Eliyohu Boruch was niftar on 
the 12th of Tammuz 5677/1917, at the age of 
seventy-seven. He was then in Minsk, 
where he had gone for the summer, and he 
was buried in Minsk. Many thousands 

participated in the levaya, among them the 
Gedolei HaDor. 

Zecher tzaddik livrachah. 
www.hamodia.com/features/day-history-12-tammuzjuly-10/ 



TammuzTammuzTammuzTammuzof of of of     
thththth
44441111    ,,,,Rav Yitzchok Leib Sofer of DrohovitchRav Yitzchok Leib Sofer of DrohovitchRav Yitzchok Leib Sofer of DrohovitchRav Yitzchok Leib Sofer of Drohovitch 

Rav Yitzchok Leib Sofer, born on the 
24th of Elul 5608/1848, was the son of Rav 
Avrohom Shmuel Binyamin Sofer, the Ksav 
Sofer, son of the Chasam Sofer. He learned 
in the famed Yeshiva of his father. 

In 5628/1868, he married the 
daughter of the naggid Rav Dovid 
Lindenbaum from Drohovitch. For a few 
years after his marriage he continued to 
learn in his father’s Yeshiva, where he was 
one of the leading talmidei chachamim. 
Later he moved to Drohovitch, the city of 
his father-in-law. 

Rav Yitzchok Leib was wealthy, a 
fact which he utilized for the good of his 
brethren. 

In 5647/1887, following the petirah 
of his uncle Rav Shimon Sofer, Rav of 
Cracow, Rav Yitzchok Leib was appointed 
Rav in his place. 

All his life he worked to raise the 
honor and prestige of the Torah and those 
who learn it, at the same time waging a war 
against those who sought to uproot 
traditional Yiddishkeit. 

In 5651/1891, when Rav Yitzchok 
Aharon Ittinger, Rav of Lvov, was niftar, 
Rav Yitzchok Leib was appointed to the 
prestigious post of Nasi of Eretz Yisrael in 
Poland. 

Rav Yitzchok Leib was known for his 
open house. He was always available to 
help his brethren, most notably those who 
were most in need, orphans and widows. 

His son Rav Avrohom Chaim Dovid 
succeeded him as Rav. He also left two 
sons-in-law: Rav Akiva Sofer, Rav of 
Pressburg (son of Rav Simcha Bunim Sofer, 
the Shevet Sofer), and Rav Avrohom 
Freidiger, Rosh Hakahal in Budapest. 

He wrote two sefarim: Shem 
MiShimon, his hesped for his uncle Rav 
Shimon Sofer, and Sofer Mahir, a 
collection of his chiddushim on Shas. 

Rav Yitzchok Leib was niftar on the 
13th of Tammuz 5667/1907 at the age of 
fifty-eight. 

Zecher tzaddik livrachah. 
www.hamodia.com/features/day-history-13-tammuzjuly-11/ 
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Zutshka Rebbe 

The Zutshka Rebbe was my Rebbe’s 
uncle; I merited seeing him a few times. 
One Friday night when I was a bochur, I 
wandered the streets of Bnei Brak looking 
for a minyan and asked where the 
Nadvorna Beis Medrash was. Since I was 
only a block away from the Zutshka shul, 
the passerby figured I meant his shul, the 

Zutshka shtiebel was very close but when I 
went in I realized that this was not 
Nadvorna. Being that the Rosenbaums are 
all Nadvorna einiklach and that the 
Zutshka Rebbe was the Nadvorna rebbe’s 
uncle, the passerby directed me there and 
so did hashgacha pratis for it was my only 
opportunity to have been zoche to daven 
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with the Rebbe. His davening was on fire 
and unreal. He was elderly and weak but 
the tefillos poured out with emes. I will 
never forget 
how he 
broke down 
weeping 
when he 
recited the 
beracha in 
chazaras 
hashatz 
asking 
Hashem to rebuild Yerushalayim. 

 

The Admor of Zutchka Zt"l by A. 
Cohen 

A throng of thousands accompanied 
the Admor of Zutchka, Rav Yitzchok Eizek 
Rosenbaum,  on his last earthly journey. 
He was niftar at the age of 95. 

The levaya, leaving his beis medrash 
on Be'er Mayim Chaim Street in Bnei Brak, 
was attended by many admorim and 
rabbonim, headed by the Admor of 
Vishnitz; Gur; Sadigora; Alexander; Sanz; 
Lublin; Strikov; Nadvorna; Czernoble; 
Machnovka; Bohush; Cleveland; 
Kretchinef; Darag and Viaslava. 

Before the departure of the 
procession, hespedim were delivered by 
Rav Shmuel HaLevi Wosner and Rav 
Shmuel Unsdorfer, who announced that in 
line with the custom of the Admorim of 
Nadvorna, all sons of an admor who has 
passed away then preside as admorim. 
Thus, the niftar's son, Rav Nosson Dovid, 
will preside in the niftar's beis medrash in 
Bnei Brak, while the sons who live abroad 
will preside in their places of residence. 

Hespedim were also delivered by the 
Admor of Nadvorna - Hadera as well as by 
Rav Yitzchok Zilberstein, the av beis din of 
Ramat Elchonon, and by the niftar's son, 
Rav Nosson Dovid. 

In Yerushalayim, the levaya set out 

from Kikar Shabbos, where the niftar's son, 
the Admor of Stanislav, arriving from 
abroad directly to the levaya in 
Yerushalayim, delivered a hesped. Yet 
another hesped was delivered by the 
niftar's mechutan, the Admor of Erloi. 
From Kikar Shabbos, the levaya proceeded 
on foot to Har Hazeisim, where the niftar's 
forbears are buried. 

Among the masses of mourners in 
Yerushalayim were many admorim, 
including the Admor of Belz; Shomrei 
Emunim; Rachmastrivka; Mazhmigrad; 
Toldos Avrohom Yitzchok, Zevihl; 
Stropkov; the gaavad of the Eida 
HaChareidis; members of the BaDaTz and 
many prominent rabbonim and marbitzei 
Torah. 

Toward twilight, the Admor of Zutchka was 
buried in the cemetery on Har Hazeisim, 
where hespedim were delivered by the 
Admor of Shomrei Emunim and the Admor 
of Cleveland. 

 

Biography 

The Admor, Rav Yitzchok Eizek 
Rosenbaum, zt"l, was born on the 21st of 
Teves, 5666 (1906), in the city of Czernoble 
in the Bokivina region of Romania. His 
father was Rav Isomor, the venerable 
Admor of Nadvorna, and his mother was 
the righteous Malka, daughter of Rav Osher 
Yeshaya Rubin of Kolbisof, grandson of the 
Rav of Rupschitz. Rav Yitzchok Eizek was 
named after his grandfather, Rav Yitzchok 
Eizek of Komarna. 

From his youth, he was known for 
his tremendous hasmada and 
industriousness, traits which characterized 
him throughout his entire life, even in his 
final days. His father hired one of the 
prominent Chortkover chassidim, Rav 
Yitzchok Shapira to teach his sons. 

When Rav Yitzchok Eizek was eight, 
he and his family moved to Austria, and 
from there to the home of his grandfather 
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in Kretchinef. Later on, they returned to 
Czernoble, where he married Chana, 
daughter of Rav Nosson Dovid Hacohen 
Hollander, the rav of the Galician city of 
Amsana. Immediately after his wedding, 
his father asked him to preside as rav and 
admor in the city of Vashkowitz. Two years 
later, he moved to Zutchka. 

During the Holocaust, Rav Yitzchok 
Eizek left Zutchka on foot, along with his 
family and the entire community. On his 
back he bore a bag which contained his 
manuscripts, of which he said: "This is my 
share of all my toil." Nazis, suspecting that 
they were espionage documents, 
confiscated them. In order to salvage the 
documents, the Admor gave all of his 
money to a Nazi officer who promised to 
return the manuscripts. Of course, the 
promise was not kept. 

During the Holocaust, while residing 
in the city of Balta, he experienced a 
miracle. The Admor, who occupied an 
upstairs room, hid 50 Jews in the cellar. 
Nazis arriving at his dwelling conducted a 
search, and found the Admor reciting 
Tehillim. They decided to hang him then 
and there, and asked: "Are you afraid of G-
d?" 

"Yes!" he decisively replied. They 
snatched the Tehillim and threw it out of 
the window, into the muddy yard. (He 
saved that sefer Tehillim until his final 
day.) Then they removed the rebbetzin and 
the children from the room and placed a 
rope around his neck. The Nazi jeered: 
"Now pray." 

The Rebbe began to say Vidui from: 
"Oshamnu, bogadnu. . ." until "Rachum 
vechanun." 

When he reached these words, the 
Nazi stopped him and said: "Enough!" A 
commanding officer then entered and said, 
"Let the rabbi live a bit longer." 

As the Nazi was leaving, the Admor's 
son heard the Nazi mutter: "He's a saintly 
man. G-d will punish." 

The Admor publicly commemorated 
that miracle every year. 

Immediately after the war, the 
rebbetzin became deathly ill. However, she 
recovered miraculously and lived until 
5742 (1982). After the war, the Admor 
reached Prague, and in 5707 (1947) 
published his Hame'oros Hagedolim about 
the aseres hadibros. At the end of the sefer, 
he printed a letter of gratitude to his 
brother-in-law, the Admor of Kachnia of 
the United States and to the Admor's wife, 
his sister, who helped secure his release. 
He then left for America, where he resided 
until 5733 (1973). 

He established his beis medrash in 
Boro Park, where he was beloved by all. He 
was best known for his efforts to safeguard 
the honor of Shabbos Kodesh. During that 
period, a number of Jewish stores in the 
area were open on Shabbos. When he tried 
to correct the situation, people attempted 
to dissuade him, claiming that the 
storekeepers wouldn't listen to him out of 
fear that competitors might deprive them 
of their livelihoods. But he ignored these 
warnings and, every Shabbos, went to the 
stores with his chassidim and pleaded with 
the storekeepers in a genial manner to 
close their shops. Sometimes he was forced 
to promise them financial help, in exchange 
for the damage which they believed would 
be incurred by closing their shops on 
Shabbos. 

For ten consecutive years, he 
grappled with this problem, until he finally 
succeeded in closing all stores for Shabbos. 
He also succeeded in closing a nearby 
movie theater that was operating on 
Shabbos. Today, no one believes that stores 
were open on Shabbos in the heart of a 
chareidi neighborhood. 

He initiated a novel idea in the 
United States of those days. He would place 
a set Shabbos table on an open truck. A 
driver would then drive through the Jewish 
neighborhoods and announce the time of 
candle lighting. 
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For many years, he tried to find 
halachic solutions for the problem of 
opening bottle caps on Shabbos. In time, he 
founded the Shoneh Halochos enterprise in 
Bnei Brak for the review of hilchos 
Shabbos. 

In 5724 (1964), his daughter Shifra, 
who had been the wife of the Admor of 
Varadan, Rav Yosef Leifer, passed away. 
She was survived by three small daughters. 
Rav Yitzchok Eizek accepted his lot with 
love. 

He was outstanding in his kibbud ov 
vo'eim, even in his final days. A long time 
after his father had passed away, he would 
send letters to his sisters every erev Rosh 
Hashana, saying that by honoring his 
oldest sister he was fulfilling the mitzvah of 
lerabos ochicho hagodol. 

After the petira of his father, he 
moved to Eretz Yisrael and began to 
preside in his father's beis medrash in Yad 
Eliyahu, Tel Aviv, where he was active on 
behalf of the education of Jewish children. 

In 5741 (1981) he established his 
beis medrash in Bnei Brak, and two years 
later, moved to the current beis medrash 
on Be'er Mayim Chaim Street, where he 
founded a kollel and talmud Torah. Later 
on, he also built a mikveh in the building. 

His home was open to all Jews at all 
hours, and he refused to designate 
reception hours. He claimed: "The Jews 
who seek me need a yeshua or an eitzo 
now," stressing that this practice might 
arouse rachamim with Hakodosh Boruch 
Hu, so that all hours would be those of 
rachamim and eis rotzon. 

His tremendous diligence was 
exemplary. Once, a great-grandson from 
abroad who was studying in Eretz Yisrael 
came to visit him. The Admor was so 
immersed in his studies that he didn't 
recognize his own kin, and asked who he 
was. When the youth explained that he was 
the Admor's great-grandson, the Admor 
blessed him, and returned to his studies. In 

his sefer, Hatsniyus VeHayeshua, he 
apologized to his offspring for this 
behavior. 

He poured over his seforim day and 
night, and the old-fashioned typewriter on 
which he personally typed out his many 
chiddushim was constantly on his table. 

His avodas hakodesh was 
remarkable. He would go before the teiva 
on Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur during 
all of the services: from the eve of the 
holiday until its end, including the Torah 
reading and the shofar blowing. After the 
prayer services, his face would glow, and he 
didn't seem tired from the exertion. 

He would often restore shalom 
bayis to families, and make peace among 
people. He did this in a most unassuming 
manner. He drew many closer to their 
Father in Heaven. 

Once, a baal teshuva told him about 
his many difficulties. The Admor advised 
him to study Orchos Tzaddikim. When the 
young man claimed that he had no one 
with whom to study, the Rebbe held a daily 
shiur with him, which continued for two 
years. When questioned about that 
practice, the Admor replied: "What can I 
do if I benefit from the shiur?" 

Once, he became very weak, and the 
community was asked to daven for his 
recovery. He recuperated, and during the 
weeks in which he felt better, he would 
shower brachos upon Am Yisrael. 

On Sunday, the 13th of Tammuz, he 
felt ill, and was taken to Laniado hospital. 
During the ride to the hospital, his 
situation deteriorated. At the hospital, 
efforts were made to revive him, and top-
ranking doctors were brought to his bed. At 
1 a.m., he returned his pure soul to its 
Maker. At the time of his petira he was 
surrounded by a minyan which recited 
pesukei hayichud and Nishmas. 

Despite the late hour, the bitter 
news spread rapidly throughout the Kiryat 
Sanz neighborhood, and at 2:15 a.m. the 
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levaya left the hospital towards Bnei Brak. 

He is survived by an illustrious 
family. Thirteen years ago, he merited to 
see a fifth generation. His sons are: Rav 
Meir of Caracas, Rav Yisrael of Stanislav; 
Rav Nosson Dovid, the rav of the Chassidei 
Zutchka community; and his sons-in-law, 
Rav Osher Yeshaya of Nadvorna-Hadera 
and Rav Yosef Leifer of Varadan. He is also 
survived by grandchildren and great-
grandchildren, all of whom are following in 
his footsteps. 

www.chareidi.org/archives5760/mattos/azuchka.htm 


Zutchka vs. Rabbi X 

I wanted to begin by telling a story 
of an encounter a friend had with a semi-
prominent Rav, and then juxtapose it with 
a story describing how the Zutchka Rebbe 
reacted in a similar situation. 

My friend had been married a few 
years, but things were not going well. The 
couple had decided on divorce, and they 
were on their way to the Rav to finalize the 
arrangement. But before they went inside 
they began to talk. They mutually 
experienced a longing that they had not 
experienced in months, or even years. Just 
before they crossed that irrevocable 
threshold they had decided that it was not 
too late to reconcile. Their deep 
attachment, which had been latent for 
much time, began to manifest itself in 
feelings ever closer to the surface, and 
decided that they wanted to make the 
marriage work.  

They walked into the Rav's quarters, 
and said with beaming faces, "we've 
changed our minds! We decided not to go 
through with the divorce!" The Rav opened 
his eyes wide, a vein about to burst from 
his forehead, and barked at them, "For this 
you waste my time? I've been sitting here 
FIFTEEN MINUTES waiting for the two of 
you. I could have been doing a hundred 
other things. Don't you know that I'm a 

busy man?" 

The previous Zutchka Rebbe was 
known never to utter a mundane word. He 
learned, he taught Torah, and accepted 
petitioners. Torah was his entire life. He 
didn't even engage in worldly or mundane 
speech with his own family. When a 
granddaughter who lived close by and 
visited often came into his study one day, 
he asked "who is this?" So much was he 
involved in his learning. But when someone 
had a serious problem or a Torah matter to 
discuss, he availed himself completely to 
them. Once, after his daily halacha shiur in 
the morning, a man came up to him, and 
said that he was having trouble following 
the Rebbe. The Rebbe established with him 
a one-on-one shiur on the spot, which 
lasted for several years. When the man 
came to the Rebbe, and said, "I feel as 
though I'm taking up the Rebbe's valuable 
time," the Rebbe answered, "if you only 
knew of the great satisfaction I get every 
day from learning with you." 

On one occasion, a couple had come 
to him in the evening. They wound up 
staying for four hours, past midnight. 
When his grandson later questioned him 
about the unusual amount of time spent 
with this couple he responded, "This couple 
was going to get a divorce. I was their last 
stop. I sat with them, and I delved deep 
into their hearts, and saw that there was 
much hope and yearning between the two 
of them. We talked out the matter, and now 
they are going to stay married. After all, 
doesn't it say that when a couple gets 
divorced the mizbeach (the altar) sheds 
tears? Well, tonight I am full of joy 
knowing that I spared the mizbeach any 
unnecessary sorrow. Four hours? Even a 
whole night would have been worth it for 
two precious neshamos (souls)." 

A tzaddik, concerned with the 
depths of the human soul.  
www.rebbestories.blogspot.com/2009/07/zutchka-vs-rabbi-x.html 
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Rosh Yeshiva Ner Yisrael Baltimore 

This article originally appeared in Yated 
Neeman. We abbreviated it because of its 
length. 

As we enter the yohrzeit of the 
revered Rosh Yeshiva and founder of 
Yeshiva Ner Yisrael of Baltimore, the Yated 
presents highlights of his life as told by his 
talmidim. We thank the talmidim who 
shared with us their oral and written 
memories of the Rosh Yeshiva. 

 

Hallowed Beginnings 

Rav Ruderman was born on 
Shushan Purim in 5660 (1900) in 
Dolhinov, a small shtetl near Vilna. He was 
born late in life to his parents, Rav Yehuda 
Leib and Sheina, the first son after six 
daughters. Rav Yaakov Kaminetsky, Rav 
Ruderman’s illustrious cousin who is 
named after the same person related a 
fascinating story about how Rav Ruderman 
got his name. A year before his birth, an 
elderly, childless Jew named Reb Yitzchok 
assured Rav Yehuda Leib that he would 
have a son and made him promise to name 
the child Yitzchok. Thinking that it was 
unlikely that he would have a son, Rav 
Yehuda Leib half-jokingly agreed. A year 
later, when his son was born, his mother 
wanted to name him Yaakov after her 
father. A halachic shayla was asked and the 
psak was that he be given both names 
Yaakov Yitzchok. 

Rav Yehuda Leib was a melamed. 
Rav Ruderman often stated that his father 
knew Shas with Tosafos well, but even 
though he may have eclipsed his father in 
learning, he did not even approach his level 
of avoda and yiras shamayim. Rav Yehuda 
Leib recognized his young son’s prodigious 
talents and encouraged him to learn. The 
child was awakened early to learn a blatt 
before davening and was rewarded for 

every Daf memorized. As a result, he 
mastered Seder Nashim and Nezikin before 
his bar mitzva. 

Shortly before his bar mitzvah, Rav 
Yehuda Leib took him for a bracha to the 
Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rav Shalom Ber, zt”l. 
The Rebbe was so impressed that he 
blessed the boy that he should grow to be 
an“adam gadol. The Rebbe wanted the 
youth to learn in Lubavitch, but Rav 
Yehuda Leib chose instead to send him to 
Slonim. 

The young illui from Dolhinov soon 
developed a remarkable reputation. At that 
time it was customary for Slabodka 
talmidim to seek exceptional bochurim to 
join Slabodka. The future Chevron Rosh 
Yeshiva Rav Yechezkel Sarna, zt”l, who was 
already one of the Alter of Slabodka’s 
closest talmidim, convinced the young 
genius to join Slabodka. That decision was 
undoubtedly a watershed in his life. 

It was in the middle of World War I 
when Rav Ruderman joined Slabodka when 
it was in the city of Minsk after it had fled 
eastward, away from the approaching 
German Army. In Minsk, he merited to 
meet the revered gadol hador, Rav Chaim 
Brisker. It seems that Rav Chaim discerned 
tremendous potential in the young illui and 
realized that he would need special care to 
withstand wartime difficulties. Towards 
that end, unbeknown to Rav Ruderman, 
Rav Chaim arranged for a certain wealthy 
Yid to provide him with extra money so 
that his learning would not be adversely 
affected by hunger. Only after Rav Chaim’s 
passing in 1918, when the support ceased 
did Rav Ruderman become aware of Rav 
Chaim’s role in caring for him. 

The Alter also displayed an 
enormous amount of affection towards the 
youngster. He assigned Rav Yechezkel 
Sarna to serve as his eltere bochur.  
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Rav Ruderman learned with 
tremendous hasmada, but he was 
completely unable to keep to sedorim of 
the Yeshiva. The Alter gave him latitude to 
learn in his own way as long as he achieved 
the pre-set goals. It was decided that he 
attempt to complete Shas that winter. Rav 
Ruderman would take long walks during 
which he would review Gemaros and 
Sedarim by heart. He was well along the 
way to reaching his goal when the Alter 
received a telegram shortly after Sukkos 
advising of the petira of Rav Yehuda Leib. 
Not wishing to interfere with his talmid’s 
learning regimen, the Alter chose not to tell 
him the terrible news. Only after Pesach 
when he had achieved his goal, was he 
informed of his father’s passing. The Alter 
remarked that the completion of Shas 
would be a far greater zechus for his 
father’s neshama, than all the recitations of 
Kaddish that he missed.  

His talmidim in Baltimore 
understand their great zechus to have had a 
Rebbe whose every action was a reflection 
of the Alter. On the Alter’s fiftieth 
yohrtzeit, Rav Ruderman and Rav Yaakov 
Kaminetsky were invited to Lakewood to 
speak. Rav Schneur Kotler related that 
when Rav Yaakov was unable to attend he 
stated that “The Baltimore Rosh Yeshiva is 
the most reflective personality of the Alter 
in our generation.” 

One thing in which Rav Ruderman 
particularly took pride was the fact that he 
merited to receive semicha from Rav Meir 
Atlas, the revered father-in-law of Rav 
Elchonon Wasserman. This semicha traced 
back to the Vilna Gaon as Rav Meir Atlas 
had received semicha from Rav Eizele 
Charif, who was in turn a musmach of Rav 
Abbale Peslover who had received semicha 
directly from the Gaon, thus Rav 
Ruderman was a direct link in this chain of 
the mesora back to the Vilna Gaon. 

 

Building Torah in America 

In 5684 (1924), Rav Ruderman 
married the daughter of Rav Sheftel 
Kramer, a son-in-law of Rav Shraga Feivel 
Frank and brother-in-law of Rav Isser 
Zalman Meltzer, Rav Moshe Mordechai 
Epstein and Rav Baruch Horowitz. 

The Rebbetzin was his partner and 
help mate in all of his undertakings on 
behalf of Yiddishkeit. Not only did she free 
him from the yoke of responsibility in the 
material aspects of the house, but she was 
also instrumental in helping him achieve 
lofty spiritual pursuits. Later, when they 
moved to America and Rav Ruderman 
sought to build a yeshiva in a country that 
had no understanding of the concept, it was 
the Rebbetzin who constantly encouraged 
him to persevere rather than be deterred by 
the numerous stumbling blocks placed in 
his way. It was the Rebbetzin who 
organized fundraisers and donations of 
staples for the yeshiva. The Rosh Yeshiva 
was eternally grateful for all that she had 
done and, many decades later, upon her 
passing several years before his petira, the 
Rosh Yeshiva was simply inconsolable. 

During the first years after their 
marriage, the Rosh Yeshiva devoted 
himself to complete immersion in learning. 
In 1931, the Rosh Yeshiva, Rebbetzin and 
their baby daughter immigrated to the 
United States. Rav Ruderman joined his 
father-in-law, Rav Sheftel Kramer in the 
yeshiva of New Haven that had re-located 
to Cleveland where the latter served as 
Menahel Ruchani. 

In 1933, Rav Ruderman decided to 
accept a position as Rav of the Tiferes 
Yisrael Shul in Baltimore with the 
understanding that he could use the 
facilities for a Yeshiva. 

The yeshiva’s early growth 
intensified through the recognition and 
support of prominent Rabbanim. Rav 
Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz, Menahel of 
Mesivta Torah Vodaas and unquestionably 
one of the most important figures in the 
development of Torah in America, sent 
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bochurim from New York whom he 
thought would benefit. Rav Yaakov 
Kaminetsky sent his children from Toronto 
which in those days was a major distance 
away. Rav Yehoshua Klavan, one of the 
foremost talmidim of Rav Baruch Ber and 
the Rav of Washington, D.C. was among 
the staunchest supporters of the Yeshiva. 
He not only sent a son to learn in the 
Yeshiva, he even raised funds for the 
upkeep and growth of the Yeshiva. 
Furthermore, during the winter months 
when Rav Ruderman would occasionally 
suffer from laryngitis, Rav Klavan would 
come from Washington to deliver the daily 
shiur. Rav Naftoli Zvi Yehuda Riff, a 
grandson of the Netziv and the Rav of 
Camden, New Jersey was also extremely 
helpful. 

 

Total Immersion in Torah 

Without a doubt, it was the power of 
the Rosh Yeshiva’s total immersion in 
Torah; his contagious ahavas Torah and 
his complete belief in the eternity of Torah 
that enabled him to become the 
quintessential Rosh Yeshiva and Torah 
builder. His love of Torah was such that it 
overcame even the most natural human 
limitations. Once, during the early years of 
the Yeshiva at its current campus, a fire 
broke out in the building where the Rosh 
Yeshiva lived. Everyone immediately 
evacuated the building. Suddenly Rav 
Ruderman ran back into the burning 
building exclaiming, “I forgot an absolutely 
irreplaceable item!” What was the item for 
which he risked his life? His very rare copy 
of the sefer Nesivos Hamishpat on 
Rabbeinu Yeruchem. 

His dedication to learning knew no 
bounds. His encyclopedic knowledge of 
Talmud Bavli, Yerushalmi, Rishonim, 
Poskim, Acharonim and teshuvos set a 
lofty standard for which to strive. The Rosh 
Yeshiva stimulated lively discussions 
thereby deepening interest and broadening 

horizons, by challenging his students to 
bring proof from one Gemara to a 
seemingly unrelated issue.  

He constantly focused the attention 
of his talmidim and their awareness to the 
breadth and inter-relationship of all of 
Torah. He was always involved in a kushya. 
In fact, he would say that he used questions 
as memory keys with which to remember 
the Gemara. Therefore, he was always 
ready with a penetrating query or comment 
that would lend insight to whatever 
Gemara one mentioned. He lived with his 
questions and was constantly seen with his 
lips moving as he was totally and 
consistently absorbed in learning.  

Rarely was his sleep at night not 
disturbed by the kushya with which he 
went to bed. This total involvement was 
transmitted to his talmidim.  

On par with his love for Torah, was 
the Rosh Yeshiva’s love for his students. If 
ever a talmid asked him a good question or 
related a nice sevora his face would radiate 
delight. When one of the talmidim had the 
good fortune to ask or say something that 
was new to him, he would be ecstatic. Many 
talmidim had the fortune to be 
embarrassed by the Rosh Yeshiva when 
they would be reminded years later of an 
insightful Torah thought that they 
themselves had long since forgotten. 

A revealing incident occurred when 
he was learning in Slabodka and a visitor 
arrived bearing a copy of the newly 
published sefer Ohr Same’ach. The young 
bochur asked to borrow the sefer but was 
refused permission as the man planned to 
continue his journey the following day. Rav 
Ruderman was undaunted. He borrowed 
the sefer for one night promising to return 
it in the morning. Overnight he went 
through and mastered the sefer in its 
entirety! 

On another occasion, the Rosh 
Yeshiva was once undergoing a lengthy 
medical procedure. The doctor, wishing to 
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distract the Rosh Yeshiva from the pain 
and unpleasantness, engaged him in small 
talk. Throughout the procedure the Rosh 
Yeshiva continuously nodded his head in 
agreement. After leaving the clinic, he 
explained to the talmid accompanying him 
a wonderful approach to the sugya that 
had occurred to him in the midst of the 
procedure. He then suddenly interrupted 
himself, “By the way, perhaps you heard 
what the doctor was saying to me? I 
nodded to him out of respect, but what did 
he want?” 

The Rosh Yeshiva once complained 
to his talmid, Rav Yisrael Dov Kaplan, 
today Rosh Kollel in Bayit Vegan, 
“Nowadays, people do not learn. When I 
was fifteen, learning in Slabodka we would 
get up at five in the morning and go to 
sleep after midnight. We learnt fifty blatt a 
day, every day!” 

Once on a long trip, the Rosh 
Yeshiva was accompanied by two bochurim 
from the yeshiva who decided to utilize the 
duration of the journey to go over several 
pages of Maseches Brachos which they had 
committed to memory. The Rosh Yeshiva 
was seated right in front of them and they 
noticed that he was shifting about in his 
seat uncomfortably. From time to time he 
walked around and fixed them with a 
piercing look. “What kind of Gemara are 
you using over there, is it a different 
girsa?” he asked. Scarcely concealing their 
pride, the bochurim replied, “We don’t 
have a Gemara, we’re going over what we 
learnt by heart!” The Rosh Yeshiva, with a 
smile on his face, proceeded to quote the 
exact language of the Gemara. 

When he was already in his eighties, 
a talmid relates, “I went to daven Mincha 
with the Rosh Yeshiva and he complained 
that the strong medicines he was taking for 
his numerous ailments caused him to 
forget. The talmid asked, “Has the Rosh 
Yeshiva forgotten any Tosafos in Shas?” 
Immediately, the Rosh Yeshiva banged his 
cane and forcefully said, ‘No! No! No 

Tosafos. I mean a chiddush in a difficult 
Rambam that I once said – I have trouble 
remembering in its entirety.” The talmid 
related that the way in which he could not 
even contemplate the horror of forgetting a 
Tosafos was an indication of ahavas Torah 
and devotion to Torah that remained with 
him forever. 

 

Transmitting Torah 

Rav Ruderman would show 
talmidim a letter that he received from the 
Steipler Gaon in 5719 (1959). The Steipler 
sent him a letter requesting financial 
assistance for printing the first volume of 
his magnum opus Kehillas Yaakov. In the 
letter, the Steipler wrote that he had seen 
and learned Rav Ruderman’s sefer Avodas 
Halevi that he had written in his youth and 
it features, “wonderful chiddushim on the 
most difficult areas of the order of 
Kodshim.” In the letter, the Steipler 
encourages Rav Ruderman to write more 
such sefarim. After showing the letter to 
the talmid, Rav Ruderman said, “I have 
enough chiddushim to write ten more 
volumes of Avodas Halevi, but I am now 
writing lebidige sefarim, living sefarim, my 
talmidim.”  

The Rosh Yeshiva continued, 
“Teaching takes full concentration as the 
Gemara teaches that only if a Rebbi is 
similar to a malach should one seek to 
learn Torah from him. We know that a 
malach cannot do more than one shelichus, 
one job at a time. Teaching talmidim 
preoccupies me so completely that I cannot 
sit and write sefarim.” Indeed, the Rosh 
Yeshiva invested tremendous effort into 
teaching and shaping each talmid. 

The Rosh Yeshiva established 
thousands of talmidim. Among them, 
hundreds became gedolei Torah and 
marbitzei Torah who continue his legacy 
and illuminate the Torah world with their 
shiurim and chiddushei Torah. Although of 
course, there was a special focus on 
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establishing talmidim who would become 
Torah giants in their own right, the Rosh 
Yeshiva understood the individual 
character of each talmid and encouraged 
them, each in their own way, to make 
Torah a central part of their lives.  

 

Individualized Chinuch 

Talmidim of Ner Yisrael felt that the 
Rosh Yeshiva loved them as a father loves 
his son. He took an active interest in their 
needs, listened to their problems and 
shared their burdens. They in turn, became 
greatly attached to him. His relationship 
with his talmidim was very much 
predicated on an explanation of the Chazal 
on the posuk, “and you shall teach them to 
your sons.” Chazal say that sons are 
referring to talmidim. “Why then,” the 
Rosh Yeshiva asked, “did the posuk not 
write and “and you shall teach them to your 
pupils?” 

“In order to teach us,” he explained, 
“that talmidim are akin to sons. Just as a 
son never stops being a son, neither does a 
talmid stop being a talmid. A Rebbe must 
never imagine that his talmid is beloved to 
him only when he is under his tutelage, 
receiving his guidance and instruction and 
that when this period comes to an end, so 
does the special relationship. The truth 
goes far beyond this for upon becoming a 
talmid he becomes a son of his Rebbe. 
Even when he embarks on his own path, he 
should remain a son, the bond should not 
weaken.” This is the way in which the Rosh 
Yeshiva interacted with his talmidim. 
Talmidim who visited him after intervals of 
ten years or more still felt the same warm 
relationship they remembered from their 
years in yeshiva. 

His emulation of the Alter was not 
simply in treating his students as children 
rather it was in all facets of chinuch. He 
would try to handle each of his talmidim in 
a manner suited to that individual. When it 
came to delivering rebuke, Rav Ruderman 

would explain that if he would dare speak 
to his students in the way the Alter rebuked 
even the greatest gedolei baalei Mussar 
publicly, they would have fled the yeshiva 
instantaneously. In fact, when the Rosh 
Yeshiva would find it necessary to rebuke 
the whole yeshiva, he would speak very 
positively even while calling the talmidim 
to task. 

Rav Ruderman often cautioned that 
dealing with bochurim is dinei nefashos, a 
matter of spiritual life and death and 
cannot be taken lightly. There were 
instances when members of the Yeshiva’s 
hanhala thought that a specific bochur 
should be expelled. The Rosh Yeshiva 
consistently held firm to his convictions, 
explaining that one never knows what the 
future holds for such a talmid, perhaps 
with a bit more patience he would develop 
properly. By and large, he lived to see his 
position vindicated. 

From the manner in which the Alter 
cared for Rav Ruderman’s every need, he 
learned that it is every Rosh Yeshiva’s 
obligation to deal with every aspect of his 
talmid’s life, spiritual and material. The 
talmidim of Ner Yisrael all attest to their 
Rebbe’s exceptional care and concern for 
them. He served as a source of strength, 
inspiration and advice when they were 
beset with problems. Regardless of the 
difficulty or complexity of a situation, the 
Rosh Yeshiva could always be relied on for 
the requisite counsel and comfort. 
Throughout the years there were many 
bochurim who came to the yeshiva as 
refugees or from homeless and troubled 
backgrounds. They found a home in the 
yeshiva and a father in the Rosh Yeshiva. 

In addition, Rav Ruderman loved 
his talmidim and took great pride in those 
talmidim who entered the great profession 
of m’lamdei Torah. The clearest proof to 
this love and pride was his almost regular 
referral to the verse in Daniel (12:3), 
“V’hamaskilim yazhiru k’zohar ha’roki’a, 
u’matz’dikei ha’rabim k’kochovim l’olom 
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vo’ed.” Rav Ruderman would cite the 
comment of the Maharsha that says, “Just 
as the stars and moon are in the sky 
throughout the day, even though they are 
not seen, so too the teacher remembers and 
ponders his students even years later.” 

 

The Beauty of Middos 

Rav Ruderman’s middos, his 
sensitivity to others and feelings of 
another’s pain, were legendary. These 
middos were the product of a lifetime of 
avodas Hashem. A talmid relates, how, in 
1982 he came to the Rosh Yeshiva’s house 
to walk him to Mincha. When he greeted 
the Rosh Yeshiva, he noticed a broken 
hearted expression on his face. The Rosh 
Yeshiva said, “I just heard that Rav 
Schneur Kotler is very sick. The Gemara 
says,” continued Rav Ruderman, “that if a 
talmid chacham is sick, one must beg 
Hashem for his recovery to the extent that 
one must become sick over his plight.” 
Right then and there, the Rosh Yeshiva 
burst into bitter tears. Only after somewhat 
composing himself did he go to Mincha.  

For the next two days, the Rosh 
Yeshiva was unwell and unable to emerge 
from bed. Dr. Jakobovitz, the resident 
Yeshiva Lane physician came to check him 
and could not find anything wrong. “I, 
however,” explained the talmid, “knew 
what had happened. The Rosh Yeshiva had 
davened with such effort – he became sick 
over Rav Schneur’s plight just as the 
Gemara dictates.” 

Rav Ruderman was a treasure trove 
of stories, many of which provided his 
talmidim with insight and understanding 
of his own behavior. The special care and 
deference that he exhibited towards his 
Rebbetzin, had its source in a story he had 
heard from the Chofetz Chaim. The Chofetz 
Chaim once happened to be with Rav 
Nochum of Horodna on Chanuka evening. 
It was several hours into the night and still, 
Rav Nochum had not lit the candles. 

Finally, very late at night, long after the 
streets had emptied of people, Rav 
Nochum’s wife returned home. Only then 
did Rav Nochum light the menorah, long 
after the time proscribed by halacha. 
Unable to contain his curiosity, the Chofetz 
Chaim asked Rav Nochum for an 
explanation. Rav Nochum answered, “The 
halacha dictates that if one only has enough 
money for ner Shabbos or ner Chanuka, 
ner Shabbos takes precedence because of 
its shalom bayis component. My wife,” 
continued Rav Nochum, “is moser nefesh 
to ensure that I devote my life to Torah and 
avodas Hashem. She enjoys being present 
for lighting the Chanuka menorah and that 
makes it my responsibility to wait for her 
and forgo lighting at the proper time.” 

The talmidim witnessed many 
occasions wherein the Rosh Yeshiva 
patterned his actions on the lessons of this 
story. A case in point was at the Agudah 
convention. One of the highlights of the 
convention was Rav Yaakov Kaminetsky’s 
address after shalosh seudos. The audience 
would sit in rapt attention listening until 
long after Shabbos was over. Invariably, 
Rav Ruderman would leave in the middle 
to call his Rebbetzin. He would always 
apologize to Rav Yaakov and they would 
remind one another of the story of Rav 
Nochum. 

One poignant incident made a 
tremendous impact on the Rosh Yeshiva 
and was a clear depiction of how a Rebbe’s 
actions influence his talmidim. A group of 
women, wives of talmidim of the Rosh 
Yeshiva who live in Eretz Yisrael, asked for 
an audience with the Rosh Yeshiva when he 
attended the last Knessia Gedola in 
5740/1980. After inquiring after their 
families, the Rosh Yeshiva questioned why 
they had requested this meeting. They 
replied that they wished to express their 
hakaras hatov; they felt that their 
husbands treated them with greater respect 
and deference because they had seen how 
the Rebbe treated his Rebbetzin. 
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The Rosh Yeshiva taught many 
lessons in consideration for others by 
personal example. A talmid recounts that 
before joining the yeshiva, he came to the 
Rosh Yeshiva’s house to be tested. In mid-
conversation, he suddenly pushed over an 
inkwell, leaving what would become a 
permanent stain on the sofa. The talmid 
was in a quandary, but the Rosh Yeshiva 
continued speaking as though nothing had 
happened while simultaneously attempting 
to cover the stain to ease the bochur’s 
anguish. When he saw that his attempts 
were not helping, he began to reassure the 
talmid that nothing happened! 

True, words alone are often 
somewhat of a cliché and the expression on 
a host’s face usually reveal a true picture of 
his feelings. “In this case,” the talmid 
related, “the Rosh Yeshiva was able to 
genuinely persuade me, with his great 
wisdom that nothing had happened.” Any 
damage to the sofa paled into 
insignificance compared to the suffering of 
a human being. 

The same talmid paid the Rosh 
Yeshiva a visit more than three decades 
later. Drinks were served and another 
accident occurred. This time, a cup of 
cream spilled, not on the sofa but on the 
Rosh Yeshiva’s pants. The reaction was 
identical. The conversation continued as if 
nothing had happened. The Rosh Yeshiva 
shifted his legs under the table and once 
again managed to convince the talmid that 
nothing happened! 

The Rosh Yeshiva and Rebbetzin 
had one child, Rebbetzin Chana Weinberg. 
His son-in-law, Rav Yaakov Weinberg 
succeeded him as Rosh Yeshiva until his 
passing twelve years later. They were 
blessed with six grandchildren and 
numerous great-grandchildren who were 
privileged to surround the Rosh Yeshiva 
during his last days. After the petira of the 
Rebbetzin, their grandchildren, the 
Yeshiva’s Menahel Ruchni, Rav Beryl and 
Mrs. Aviva Weisbord moved with their 
children into the Rosh Yeshiva’s home to 
care for him. The beauty and grace with 
which they discharged their obligation 
helped the Rosh Yeshiva cope with the loss 
of his Rebbetzin and added immeasurably 
to the quality of his later years. The Rosh 
Yeshiva was constantly grateful and 
continuously expressed his tremendous 
hakaras hatov to the Weisbords. 

The Rosh Yeshiva’s entire eighty-
seven years comprised one long song of 
Torah, limud haTorah, teaching Torah, 
living with the middos dictated by the 
Torah and giving kavod haTorah. On the 
14th of Tammuz, 5747 (1987), the Rosh 
Yeshiva passed on to join his exalted 
Rebbeim, the Alter of Slabodka and the 
giants of the era who pre-deceased him. 
His levaya in Baltimore was one last 
manifestation of kavod haTorah - as 
thousands flocked to Ner Yisrael to bid 
farewell to the last link to the greatness of 
Slabodka in our times. 

 

Rav Chaim Ibn AttarRav Chaim Ibn AttarRav Chaim Ibn AttarRav Chaim Ibn Attar,,,,    15151515
thththth
    TammuTammuTammuTammuzzzz    

The Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh 

(Sale, Morocco, 1696 – Eretz Yisrael, 
1743) Rav Chaim ben Atar, the Rav of Sale 
was born in 5456/1696 into a wealthy 
family and spent the majority of his time 
engrossed in Torah study, His saintly way 

of life gained him the name Ohr HaChaim 
HaKadosh (the holy one), and only on a 
temporary basis engaged in his profession, 
weaving threads of gold and silver into 
fancy garments. 
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Once, the governor of Sali, where the 
Ohr HaChaim lived, was marrying off his 
daughter. The entire family bought 
expensive clothing and sent them to the 
Ohr HaChaim to weave gold threads into 
the material. He said to them, "Every 
month I work 
enough for my 
livelihood, and the 
rest of the time I 
devote to Torah 
study. This month I 
have already earned 
enough money for 
my livelihood. 
Come back next 
month." They then 
told him that the 
wedding was taking 
place already that month. The Ohr 
HaChaim still refused the job, and returned 
to his studies. When word got back to the 
governor about Rav Chaim's refusal to 
perform the work for his daughter's 
wedding, he was incensed. He immediately 
ordered that the lions in his courtyard be 
starved and sent a warning to Rav Chaim 
that if he doesn't accept the job at once he 
will be cast into the lion's den. He ignored 
the warning and continued learning. The 
governor's men eventually came and took 
Rav Chaim from his home and threw him 
into the lion's den. He sat in the middle of 
the lions, which formed a circle around 
him, and sang chapters of Tehillim in a 
sweet, pleasant voice, as all the lions 
watched and listened. It was quickly 
reported to the governor what was 
happening, and he came to see the amazing 
miracle with his own two eyes. As soon as 
he looked into the den, he ordered that Rav 
Chaim be lifted from the den, and begged 
the sacred rav for forgiveness, entreating 
him with gifts. Thus, through the great rav 
the verse was fulfilled - "And your fear and 
intimidation will be cast over all the beasts 
of the land." Chazal teach us that anyone 
within whom the image of Hashem rests in 
totality instills fear upon the animals, "and 

no animal overcomes a person unless he 
appears to the animal as another animal" 
(Shabbas 151b), that he has lost his Tzelem 
Elokim, image of Hashem. 

Rav Chaim's dream was to go to 
Eretz Yisrael. After receiving spiritual signs 
approving his desire, he went on his way. 
He stopped over in Livorno (Italy), where 
he raised large sums of money for 
publishing his books and establishing a 
yeshiva in Eretz Yisrael. With 30 followers 
he arrived in Eretz Yisrael, four days before 
Rosh HaShanah 5402 (1742) and settled in 
Acco. Rav Chaim and his students spent 
Yom Kippur in the cave of Elijah the 
Prophet on Mount Carmel (Haifa), where 
they all felt a great sense of holiness and 
witnessed seeing a great light at the spot 
where according to tradition Elijah used to 
pray. The holiday of Purim was spent in 
Tzfas and Miron, where a great deal of time 
was spent studying the holy Zohar . They 
later moved to live in Pki'in for a few 
months. On the 15th of Ellul 5402 (1742), 
Rav Chaim finally arrived in Yerushalayim 
with his group. He immediately established 
a yeshiva called Knesset Yisrael and a 
second secretive yeshivah for the study of 
Kabbalah. One of his new students was Rav 
Chaim Yosef David Azulai (the Chida), who 
was only eighteen years old at that time. 

Rav Chaim and his students were 
constantly going on many journeys 
(sia'ros) around the land of Eretz Yisrael 
visiting grave sites of the tzaddikim. They 
used the opportunity to pray for the welfare 
of Jews all over the world, the success of 
their yeshiva and its financial supporters. 
His happiness knew no bounds. In his 
yeshiva learned two future gedolim, the 
Chida and the Maharit Algazi. Sadly this 
dream only lasted one year as the Ohr 
HaChaim was niftar on 15th Tammuz 
5503/1743, at the young age of forty-seven.  

The most famous of Rav Chaim's 
works is Ohr HaChaim, a commentary on 
the Torah. In this work he employes the 
four methods of exegesis: peshat - 
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explaining the simple meaning; derash - 
homiletic interpretation; remez - allusion; 
and sod - the kabbalistic esoteric approach. 
This book was enthusiastically accepted by 
Sephardic and Ashkenazi rabbonim alike. 
His book Chefetz Hashem was his first 
sefer, it was a commentary on tractates 
Shabbas, Horayos and Chulin. His second 
sefer was Pri Toar, a commentary on Yoreh 
De'ah (one of the sections of Shulchan 
Aruch). Rishon LeTzion was a sefer he 
wrote when living in Yerushalayim; it's a 
commentary on Prophets and Writings 
(NACH) and a few tractates of the Talmud. 

 

The Ba’al Shem Tov 

The founder of the Chassidic 
movement, the Ba’al Shem Tov maintained 
that if he could join forces with Rav Chaim, 
together they could bring the Mashiach. 
The Ba’al Shem Tov made several failed 
attempts to reach the Holy Land. In fact, 
the Ba’al Shem Tov believed that Rav 
Chaim was the Mashiach of that 
generation. On the day that Rav Chaim 
came to Yerushalayim, the Ba’al Shem Tov 
told his students: "Today Mashiach ben 
Yosef entered Yerushalayim". Rav Chaim 
departed the world at the time of Mincha of 
Shabbos Pinchas. At that exact moment the 
Ba’al Shem Tov was eating the third meal 
of Shabbos and cried out: "the western 
candle has been extinguished". After 
Shabbos he explained: "The tzaddik in the 
west, Rav Chaim ben Atar left the world. 
The proof for that is: there is one secret 
about the washing of the hands (netilas 
yadayim) which is revealed to only one 
person in each generation. This secret was 
known to Rav Chaim. When I washed my 
hands for the third meal, that secret was 
revealed to me, and that was my sign that 
the western candle was extinguished." 

 

Turning Tractors Upside-down 

Rav Chaim ben Atar was forty-seven 

when he departed the world. He was buried 
outside the walls of the Old City of 
Yerushalayim, on Mount Olives. Before the 
Six Day War in 1967, the Jordanians had 
control over the cemetery where Rav 
Chaim was buried; they destroyed many 
tomb stones and paved a new road. When 
the tractor touched the grave site of Rav 
Chaim, it turned upside down and the 
driver was killed. They tried a second time, 
and again the tractor turned upside down 
and the driver was killed. Someone tried to 
use a hammer, it turned on himself and he 
was killed too. The grave site was left 
intact. The beginning of earlier road is still 
visible today. 

Rav Chaim had two wives. His first 
wife Patzonia was unable to bear children 
for him and encouraged him to marry a 
second wife. His second wife Ester gave 
birth to a few daughters. Both of his wives 
passed away within a few years after Rav 
Chaim's death, and were buried next to 
him. 
www.breslev.co.il/articles/breslevpedia/ohr_hachaim_hakadosh.asp

x?id=1298&language=english 

 

Rommel and The Ohr HaChaim 
HaKadosh 

(Excerpt from The Rabbi of 84th Street: 
The Extraordinary Life of Haskel Besser:) 

And that Tuesday was the yohrtzeit 
of one of the greatest rabbonim in history, 
Rav Chaim ben 
Atar, also known 
as the Ohr 
HaChaim. Rav 
ben Atar lived 
during the 
eighteenth 
century and was 
renowned for 
perhaps the most 
brilliant 
commentary on 
the Bible – one 
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that is studied to this day. He is buried in 
Har Hazeisim, Mount of Olives, the famous 
cemetery in Yerushalayim. 

So, with Rommel poised at 
Palestine's doorstep and no conceivable 
protection for the population, thousands of 
religious Jews turned to the only power 
they knew. They turned to Hashem and 
fervent prayer – one that seemed to come 
from their souls. 

A fast day on the yohrtzeit was 
declared by the rebbes. Upwards of twenty 
thousand people went to pray at this man's 
grave. Beryl Ludmir accompanied the 
Husiatiner Rebbe to the grave, and while 
the rebbe prayed, Beryl noticed that he 
seemed to fix his eyes on the words 
chiseled on the gravestone. 

After a long while, the rebbe turned 
to Beryl and said simply, "It will be good. 
Make the wedding." 

No one understood why the rebbe 
said this. But afterwards Beryl went 
directly to the hotel and signed the contract 
for the celebration. 

Much later, Rav Besser went to the 
grave to try to figure out how the rebbe 
came to this conclusion. 

"I saw nothing special," the rav 
recalls. But the rebbe told Beryl that he had 
seen the Hebrew name of Hashem written 
in gold letters, floating in the air, above the 
gravestone. And he saw it written in the 
correct way – with all four letters in a row. 
"For him, this was the sign." 

The yohrtzeit in 1942 began an 
amazing confluence of events that would 
change more than just Haskel and Liba's 
lives. The rebbe had not based his decision 
solely on what he saw over the grave. He 
had seen something else. While studying 
the week's Torah parsha, the rebbe 
interpreted a commentary written 
hundreds of years before that he claimed 
(correctly, it turns out) freed the Jews from 
their death sentence. 

The commentary was written by the 

Ohr HaChaim in the eighteenth century on 
the Torah parsha, Bamidbor (24:17). He 
interpreted the following story: In the 
Chumash, Yaakov Avinu is called by two 
names, Yaakov and Yisrael. When he is 
referred to as Yaakov, things don't work 
very well for the people of Yisrael. But after 
he wrestles the angel and he becomes 
known by the new name, Yisrael, the nation 
prospers. In the commentary, it says that if 
he is called Yaakov, he will be killed by 
Rommel. The name Rommel was actually 
spelled out in Hebrew – almost two 
hundred years before the war. The 
commentary goes on to say that if Yaakov is 
called Yisrael, Rommel will not destroy him 
and the nation will prevail. 

It is more probable that the 
reference is to Romulus, one of the 
founders of Rome. But seeing the name 
Rommel spelled out phonetically, along 
with the lettering over the grave, was 
enough a sign for the rebbe to declare that 
the Jews of Palestine would not be harmed. 

At that moment, Field Marshal 
Erwin Rommel had advanced to the point 
that there were practically no British 
defenses in front of him. Had he continued, 
there would be nothing to stop him from 
capturing Palestine and then possibly 
Syria, Iraq, and Iran. With the capture of 
Iran, the entire underbelly of the Soviet 
Union would have been open to attack and 
the Russians would have had to divert 
troops to protect the border. 

But that week, a huge sandstorm 
blew up out of the desert. It was impossible 
to go forward in those conditions. Rommel 
planned a tactical redeployment to a point 
where his tanks would be protected by hills. 
But Hitler had given his commanders strict 
orders that no German soldier could retreat 
without his personal approval. Rommel 
sent Hitler a cable explaining his situation. 
Hitler cabled back saying absolutely not, no 
retreat. 

Rommel sent another telegram 
trying to explain that this was not retreat; it 
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was only a temporary redeployment 
because of conditions. But Hitler would not 
okay it. Angry and frustrated, Rommel 
actually got on an airplane and flew back to 
Germany to see Hitler and explain the 
situation in person. Of course, it was not an 
easy trip. Rommel had to fly first to Tripoli, 
then to Sicily, and then on to Germany. The 
trip took close to twenty-four hours. 

When Hitler finally saw Rommel, he 
asked why he had come. Again Rommel 
explained his request for the redeployment 
of his troops. One more time, Hitler, now 
agitated, said there would be no retreats. 
One more time Rommel tried to make his 
point that this was not a retreat but a 
redeployment to service the tanks and give 
them new tracks, which were badly needed. 

Finally, Hitler understood and he 
gave Rommel the green light. But the trip 
wasted three days and proved to be the 
undoing of the Germans' African campaign. 

When the Germans were ready for 
their next attack, they lost that month's full 
moon (attacks in the desert were made at 
night). So Rommel was forced to wait for 
the next full moon. The following month 
the weather did not cooperate. July is 
normally clear, but that year it rained and 
the skies were cloudy. So the attack was put 
off for another month. By this time, 
Churchill had placed a new commander in 
charge, Montgomery. It was Montgomery 
who stopped Rommel and his Afrika Korps 
in its tracks. The Germans never came any 
closer to Palestine. 

After the war, Field Marshal Keitel, 
the commander of the German Army, 
wrote that June 30, 1942, was the moment 
that Germany reached its zenith. After that 
point it was all downhill. From that day 
forward, the Germans continuously gave up 
ground until Berlin was conquered and the 
Third Reich lay in ruins. 

June 30, 1942, was the same day 
that Beryl Ludmir stood with the 
Husiatiner Rebbe when he saw the name of 

Hashem over the Ohr HaChaim's 
headstone. 

The Jewish population settled down, 
life slowly went back to normal, and the 
Besser and Ludmir families planned their 
celebration. 

www.asimplejew.blogspot.co.il/2006/12/rommel-ohr-hachaim-

hakadosh.html 

 

The Ohr HaChaim - Rav Chaim ben 
Attar, Untouchable In Life And 
Untouchable In Death 

On Motza'ei Shabbos the 15th 
Tammuz 5503/1743 at the same time Rav 
Chaim ben Attar, better known by the 
name of his peirush on Chumash called 
Ohr HaChaim, was niftar in Yerushalayim, 
the Ba'al Shem Tov was washing for 
Seudah Shlishis and commented to his 
talmidim, "The Ner Ma’aravi has been 
extinguished." In Teveria at that same time 
Rav Chaim Abulafia fainted. When he woke 
up, he said that he accompanied the Ohr 
HaChaim to the gates of Gan Eden. 

His sefer Ohr HaChaim is a famous 
commentary on the Torah, which merited 
being included together with the 
commentaries of the Rishonim like Rashi, 
ibn Ezra, and the Ramban, in the Mikraos 
Gedolos. 

Rav Chaim came into prominence in 
the mid-eighteenth century, at around the 
same time as the Ba’al Shem Tov and the 
Chassidic movement. The Ba’al Shem Tov 
found a kindred soul in the Ohr HaChaim, 
in terms of their outlook and method like 
two prophets who prophesied in the same 
style. When the Ba’al Shem Tov received a 
copy of the sefer Ohr HaChaim, he 
cherished it, and recommended it to all of 
his talmidim. Indeed, in addition to the 
Sephardim, Chassidim of all the various 
groups learn it regularly.  

So close is the Ohr HaChaim's train 
of thought to those of Chassidim, that a 
Rav with whom I am privileged to learn the 
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sefer Ohr HaChaim refers to him as the 
"Galicianer from Morocco." 

 

A Note in the Wall 

A story is told of the Ohr HaChaim, 
who had a beloved disciple who was very 
poor. The rav wrote a note on parchment 
and told his student to place it between the 
stones of the Western Wall. On his way to 
the Wall, a great wind blew his hat off his 
head. However, he refused to fetch it, for 
fear of dropping the parchment. Then the 
wind blew off his kippa. Having no choice 
but to fetch it, as he stretched for the kippa, 
the wind blew the note from his hand. 
When he told the rav what happened, the 
Ohr HaChaim took it as a sign of Heavenly 
decree and decided not to write another 
note. Later, a rolled parchment was found 
blowing through the streets of 
Yerushalayim, addressing the Divine 
Presence on behalf of a poor Torah scholar, 
and signed Chaim ben Atar. [In] the kvittel 
(personal petition) that the Ohr HaChaim 
had sent to be placed in the cracks of the 
Kosel (the Western Wall), he addresses the 
Shechina with the words of Shlomo 
HaMelech: “My sister, my beloved, my 
dove, my perfect one.”(Shir HaShirim 5:2). 

(Taamei HaMinhagim, p. 270). 

 

The Songs of Shlomo 

In the above-mentioned Rishon 
LeTzion, Rav Chaim asks why Shlomo 
HaMelech begins Shir HaShirim asher 
l’Shlomo — the Song of Songs of Shlomo.” 
It appears that the verse should read, Shir 
asher l’Shlomo,”or "Shirim asher 
l’Shlomo?” 

His answer is that Shlomo 
HaMelech wrote this for the time when the 
Jewish people would be in exile. He used a 
mashal, a parable, of Hashem as the king, 
and the Jewish people as the queen. The 
king had banished the queen, and the 

neighbors thought that he was finished 
with her, that he would never see her again, 
and she was gone from the thoughts of his 
heart and mind. However, a prince [who 
was a child of the king and queen] visited 
his father, and discovered that he still loved 
the queen. And upon visiting his mother, 
he found that she still loved the king. He 
then authored a song about the king’s love 
for the queen, and another song about the 
queen’s love for the king, based on this 
knowledge. 

Thus, Shir HaShirim can be 
explained to mean a Song composed of 
Songs – two songs. One, that of Hashem’s 
love for Knesses Yisrael [the Jewish 
people], and the other, that which the 
Jewish people sings to her beloved, 
Hashem. 

 

Exile and Redemption 

One week, nearly three hundred 
years ago, in the area of Sali, Morocco, a 
plague broke out among the cattle. As a 
result, all the Jewish-slaughtered animals 
were found to be traif (unfit-disqualified). 
Only one calf was kosher l’mehadrin, 
acceptable without question, and that was 
the one slaughtered specifically for the 
tzaddik, Rav Chaim ben Atar, the Ohr 
HaChaim HaKodosh.  

When one of the wealthy men in the 
city heard about this, he rushed to Rav 
Chaim's house, hoping to get some meat in 
honor of Shabbos. He offered an enormous 
price for a piece, but the Ohr HaChaim 
refused, saying, "This is not a butcher shop, 
and the meat is reserved for the poor Torah 
scholars of our city." Indeed, every week it 
was his custom to distribute meat to the 
poor Torah scholars in honor of Shabbos. 

While they were speaking, one of 
Rav Chaim's customers walked in. Upset, 
the rich man exclaimed, "Huh? You call 
this one a talmid Chochom [wise student-
i.e., accomplished Torah scholar]?" The 
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Ohr HaChaim ignored his comment and 
gave the scholar his portion. The rich man 
realized the futility of his endeavor, and 
stalked out in anger.  

That night, the Ohr HaChaim had a 
dream in which he was told from Heaven 
that since he had not protested against the 
embarrassment of a talmid Chochom, he 
would have to go into exile for a full year. 
Immediately, Rav Chaim packed his few 
belongings and set out on his long, arduous 
journey, traveling from one town or village 
to another, making sure not to sleep two 
nights in the same place. He often went to 
sleep hungry, yet he accepted his pain with 
love and prayed to the One Above to forgive 
him for his sin. 

One Friday, many months later, the 
Ohr HaChaim found himself on the 
outskirts of a city. He sat down on a stone 
to rest his weak body and reflected on the 
first posuk of the weekly Torah reading, 
“Im b'chukosai tailaichu”. As he continued 
walking toward the city, deep in thought 
and attachment to the Creator, forty-two 
original explanations of this verse occurred 
to him!  

Later, when he arrived in town, he 
went directly to the local shul. The 
shamash [caretaker] invited him to his 
home for Shabbos. At the conclusion of the 
Friday night meal, the shamash told his 
guest of the local custom to join the meal at 
the house of the Rav of the city. So they 
went together, joining the throngs already 
gathered, waiting to hear the Rav's pearls 
of wisdom. 

When the time came and all eyes 
turned toward the head of the table, the 
Rav was still sitting quietly, in a trance-like 
state. After a few more moments, he roused 
himself and began to speak. He transmitted 
fourteen brilliant explanations on the first 
verse of the weekly Torah reading, "Im 
b'chukosai tailaichu", and then concluded, 
" I just heard these explanations in Heaven, 
in the name of the holy tzaddik, Rav Chaim 
ben Atar."  

"Mr. Chaim ben Atar [i.e. not a 
tzaddik, not a Rav – ed.]!" the unknown 
guest called out. All eyes turned to see who 
had the chutzpa to dishonor the Ohr 
HaChaim, and were prepared to punish 
him. However, the shamash, feeling 
responsible for his guest, requested them to 
leave the poor man alone.  

At the conclusion of his Shabbos day 
meal, the Rav expounded on a second set of 
fourteen interpretations, saying that these 
too he had heard in Heaven in the name of 
the holy tzaddik, Rav Chaim ben Atar.  

The scenario repeated itself. Again 
the anonymous guest screamed out, "Mr. 
Chaim ben Atar," heightening the irritation 
of the townsmen.  

Before the third meal, the shamash 
warned his guest to behave properly – but 
to no avail. The scene repeated itself. They 
decided to lock the disrespectful guest in a 
room until after Shabbos, and to keep him 
locked up until fitting measures would be 
decided upon. 

That night, a sudden strong storm 
swept through the city, causing much 
damage. The townspeople frantically 
rushed to the Rav for his prayer and 
blessing. The Rav told them that he had 
just been informed from Heaven that 
Gehinom closes on Shabbos, and it does 
not reopen on Motzo’ei Shabbos until the 
Ohr HaChaim recites Havdola [the 
separation ceremony to enter the new 
week]. Since the tzaddik could not make 
Havdola, being that he was currently 
locked in a room, a great uproar ensued 
above, which is the cause of such a 
harrowing storm below.  

Upon hearing this – and realizing 
their mistake, the townsmen immediately 
released their holy guest from his 
confinement. Rav Chaim understood that 
this was a sign that his teshuva had been 
accepted in Heaven, and the next day he set 
out to return home. 

Source: Adapted by Yerachmiel Tilles from a passage in L’ma'an 
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Yishme'u #72, <avreicheilubavitch@gmail.com>, translated from Toldot Ohr HaChaim. 

    

Rav Amram BlauRav Amram BlauRav Amram BlauRav Amram Blau,,,,    11115555
thththth
    of of of of TammuzTammuzTammuzTammuz     

Head of Neturei Karta in Yerushalayim 

In a recent 
published book on Rav 
Blau from a secular 
Israeli, the author states 
that during his extensive 
interview process – he 
couldn’t find one person 
who interacted with Rav 
Blau that didn’t respect 
and like him. Even those 
Zionists whom he 
antagonized had a grudging respect for Rav 
Blau – because his fight was never 
personal. In fact, his Shabbos table was 
filled by secular Israelis and chayalim 
whom he treated with the utmost respect. 
He never harbored any personal hatred to 
any Jew – secular or otherwise - even those 
that beat and imprisoned him. He meant it 
as the song they composed, Me’Kadesh 
Shem Shamayim. 

 

Rav Amram Blau in Prison 

He held a shiur for the prisoners 
who came to shul. Once, policemen entered 
and without him realizing it, they snapped 
a photo of him saying the shiur and printed 
the picture in their organ newspaper. 

Mr. Spector was the prison director. 
Although he was a Zionist, he was a 
gentleman who treated him decently. He 
said that when he’s in prison, the other 
prisoners behave better and he doesn’t 
suffer from their quarrels and brawls. 

The prison published a wall 
newspaper called Patience. The director 
asked him to write an article for the 
newspaper. Rav Blau wrote a short article 
quoting Rabi Yochanan ben Zakkai’s words 
before his petira: “I would be afraid if I was 

being brought to a human king who doesn’t 
imprison a person for life, and when he 
puts to death, it’s not forever. But now that 
I am being taken to the King of kings, who 
can imprison forever, and kill forever, how 
much more so should I be afraid!” He 
meant it as inspiration for the upcoming 
Day of Judgment. “When you sit in prison, 
it’s a little easier to feel it.” They made it 
the main feature in the newspaper. 

He was in the Ramle prison for five 
months for demonstrating over the 
women’s army draft, and the mixed 
swimming pool. The director apologized to 
him for not having a place to daven, and he 
gave them a room. In the beginning, he had 
just a minyan, but by the time he left, there 
were seventy people davening regularly.  


When describing Rav Amram Blau, 

a little introduction is called for. The world 
knows Rav Amram as a kanai, someone 
who always cried out “Shabbos” when he 
observed Shabbos desecration in the Holy 
City, and as someone willing to pay any 
price to sanctify the Torah, even if it meant 
sitting in prison during his own child's 
wedding. 

And yet perhaps a lesser known 
aspect is the fact that along with his fiery 
zeal and iron-like courage, Rav Amram 
possessed an incredible love for his fellow 
Jews. A man who was often a guest at the 
Blau home said: “You could find every 
drifter in town there. Rav Amram's door 
was open to every broken-hearted soul. At 
one of the campaigns that Rav Amram 
organized as an outcry against chillul 
Shamayim, he went to demonstrate in the 
streets of Yerushalayim. The police 
responded brutally, using clubs and batons 
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to beat the protesters. That night Rav 
Amram attended a family simcha where he 
noticed a teenager who had earlier that day 
helped the police carry out their brutal 
treatment of the protesters. The teenager 
looked troubled and in need of help. Rav 
Amram, with his silken heart, felt he had to 
go out of his way to help this youth, so that 
he would not harbor personal resentment 
against him for siding with the policemen.” 

This anecdote illustrates Rav Blau's 
incredible fusion of forces – lion-like 
tenacity when fulfilling his duty to defend 
Hashem's honor and his silken softness 
when Ahavas Yisrael was the call of duty. 

Rav Amram's father was Rav 
Yitzchok Shlomo, a close talmid of Rav 
Yehoshua Leib Diskin, who established and 
led the Yeshiva Ohel Moshe. Rav Yitzchok 
Slomo's father was Rav Amram Blau, a 
talmid of the Ksav Sofer, who served as a 
Rav in several towns in Slovakia. Rav 
Yitzchok Shlomo's father-in-law was the 
well-known gaon from Yerushalayim, Rav 
Yehoshua Orenstein, who was a talmid of 
the Maharil Diskin. 

 

Steely Strength 

Following his marriage, Rav Amram 
joined a group headed by Rav Shmuel 
Deitch that was at the fore of defending 
Torah Jewry against the Zionists. Rav 
Shmuel foresaw the potential in Rav 
Amram, and him becoming a leading figure 
in Torah Jewry. 

Rav Amram's activities began as a 
member of the Tzeiri Agudas Yisrael. He 
was one of the founders of the Agudah 
newspaper Kol Yisrael and served as its 
editor for thirteen years. Within the 
framework of Tzeiri Agudas Yisrael, Rav 
Amram launched other chinuch 
organization such as Chanoch Le’naar and 
Pirchei Torah Veyirah. 

In 5693/1932, following the petira 
of Rav Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld zt”l, Rav 

Amram established a movement called 
Irgun Chaim, which later evolved into 
Neturei Karta, and began publications in 
Yiddish including Dos Torah Leben and Di 
Yiddishe Shtime, as well as the weekly 
Hachomah. He also was a member of the 
Moetzes Hashivim of the Eidah 
Hachareidis city council. In 1945, the 
Neturei Karta won the elections for the city 
council of the Eidah Hachareidis, putting 
Rav Amram at the helm of the Eidah's 
activities in Yerushalayim. 

Rav Amram's self-sacrifice in 
defense of Shabbos Kodesh was legendary. 
He would do anything and everything in 
defense of Shabbos. One Shabbos he 
showed up at a theater where tickets for a 
movie where being sold and positioned 
himself in front of the ticket counter 
thwarting the sale of tickets. The secular 
theater director responded with brutal 
beatings, but Rav Amram refused to 
surrender, and all attempts to remove him 
were futile. His goal was achieved: tickets 
could not be sold. 

At one demonstration as he was 
being beaten by officers, Rav Amram who 
was already elderly, suddenly grabbed one 
of the officers and picked him up and said 
“All Shabbos long you are beating me for 
protesting against chillul Shabbos, but 
don't think that I lack the strength to do the 
same to you. Look at how I can pick you up 
despite my old age. And if you want to 
know why I don’t hit you, there are two 
reasons: First, I am happy to be beaten for 
the sake of Kedushas Shabbos, and second, 
it is possible that one day you will do 
teshuva and regret your actions...” 

 

Close ties with the Chazon Ish 

Rav Amram had an especially close 
relationship with the Chazon Ish. Once, 
when going to visit Rav Amram in Ramle 
Jail, where he had been imprisoned 
following a demonstration, the Chazon Ish 
told those accompanying him “I am going 
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to visit Shabbos.” 

Rav Chaim Kanievsky once 
accompanied the Chazon Ish to visit Rav 
Amram in prison. The Chazon Ish told Rav 
Amram “we are all sitting in one big 
prison.” Rav Amram said it had all been 
worth it to merit that one visit from the 
Chazon Ish. 

Rav Amram was also close to the 
Brisker Rav. He used to say “It is hard for 
me to say Kiddush on Shabbos before 
exchanging a Gut Shabbos with Rav 
Yitzchok Zev.” And indeed there wasn't a 
single Shabbos that Rav Amram failed to 
visit The Rav. The Brisker Rav displayed an 
equal fondness for Rav Amram. “If Rav 
Amram says something, you need to 
consider his words, because he has a 
profound sense of understanding.” The Rav 
said of him. 

 

The Brisker Rav Gives Rav Amram 
Blau A Lesson In The Importance Of 
Negel Vasser 

Rav Moshe Shternbuch says that he 
was present when Rav Amram Blau once 
visited the Brisker Rav and complained 
about an institution Rav Amram was 
financing. He said that the children were 
not learning properly and he didn't feel it 
was worth his continuing efforts. 

The Brisker Rav asked if the 
children wash Negel Vasser each morning 
K'Halacha. Rav Blau answered that this 
they certainly do. The Brisker Rav was very 
happy and said if so then it is definitely 
worth continuing for this alone. Now, let’s 
sit and discuss how we can improve the rest 
of the situation; however the institution is 
certainly worthy of existence. 


Rav Amram passed away on Erev 

Shabbos Parshas Pinchus, the 21st 
Tammuz, 5734/1974, at Shaare Zedek 
Hospital. He was sevety-four. Scores of 
Yidden escorted his aron that Friday 
afternoon from his house to Har 
Hamenuchos. 

    

Rav Aryeh Leib GinzRav Aryeh Leib GinzRav Aryeh Leib GinzRav Aryeh Leib Ginzberg of Metzberg of Metzberg of Metzberg of Metz,,,,    15151515
thththth
    TammuzTammuzTammuzTammuz    

Author of Sha'agas Aryeh 

The famed Gaon Rav Aryeh Leib, 
son of Asher, better known as the Sha’agas 
Aryeh, after his outstanding Talmudic work 
by that title, meaning The Roar of a Lion, 
was head of the Yeshiva in Minsk (Russia), 
and later served as Rav in Pinsk and 
Volozhin. 

Just at the height of his fame 
throughout the rabbinic world, after the 
publication of his important Talmudic 
work, and already in his old age, he decided 
to give up his rabbinic post and wander 
forth through various communities in 
Lithuania and Poland. His Rebbetzin 
insisted on going along with him and 
sharing the hardships of their future life. 

Try as hard as he did to dissuade her from 
this idea, he failed to convince her to 
change her mind. So off they wandered 
together from town to town. 

Most Jewish communities had a 
public shelter for poor and homeless 
people, and that is where the elderly couple 
also stayed, usually for a few days, or as 
long as they felt they were not attracting 
too much attention. They did not want it to 
be known who they were. People took them 
to be a couple of wandering beggars. 
Certainly no one even suspected that they 
were the famed Gaon Rav Arye Leib, 
author of Sha’agas Aryeh, and his 
Rebbetzin. Arriving in a town, the old Rav 
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spent most of the day studying quietly in 
the beis medrash, while the Rebbetzin 
earned a little money doing housework and 
similar chores. When her husband came to 
the shelter in the evening, she would have a 
plate of warm soup ready for him, as well 
as a piece of bread, and he would then 
continue studying late into the night. They 
had always been poor and were accustomed 
to living simply, and they were content to 
continue that way. 

At that time, there lived in Frankfurt 
(Germany) the Gaon Rav Nosson Hakohen 
Adler, who happened to be also a wealthy 
man. He did not accept a paid rabbinic 
position, but headed a great Yeshiva with 
outstanding students (among who was a 
brillant young man, Rav Moshe Sofer, who 
later became famous as the Chasam Sofer, 
after his important rabbinic work). 

Rav Adler (the name means eagle) 
got to know that the Sha’agas Aryeh and his 
Rebbetzin had taken up a life of wandering 
about from place to place. It grieved him to 
think that such a brillant Talmudic scholar 
and his Rebbetzin should suffer such 
discomfort and hardship in their old age. 
He decided to make every possible effort to 
find out where they may be, so that he 
could take care of their needs, He would 
bring them to his house and would treat 
them with the honor they so richly 
deserved. However, his efforts to locate 
them through his contacts in different 
communities were not successful. So he 
had no choice but to wait until the couple 
would come to Frankfurt, as he fervently 
hoped they would do sooner or later. 

To make sure that he would not miss 
them on their arrival in this city, Rav Adler 
spoke to the manager of the local shelter, 
and asked him to be on the alert for an 
elderly refined couple who may come any 
day to avail themselves of the shelter's 
hospitality. Should such a couple turn up, 
the manager was immediately to inform the 
Rav and, indeed, receive a reward for his 
trouble. 

Weeks and months went by with no 
word from the manager. He had, in fact, 
forgotten about the whole matter. 

One night, at a late hour, an elderly 
couple arrived at the shelter, each carrying 
a bundle on their shoulders. The other 
guests were already sleeping. The man took 
out a candle, lit it, and sat down to study. 
The Rebbetzin took out some potatoes and 
put them in the still hot oven to bake. After 
they had eaten, the woman lay down to 
sleep, but her husband continued learning. 
Several of the residents complained that 
the new arrival was disturbing their sleep. 
One of them angrily blew out the candle. 
The man said nothing, but took his book to 
the window where he sat down and 
continued studying by the light of the full 
moon. 

As dawn was breaking, the man 
suddenly jumped up and began dancing 
with joy. He had solved a knotty Talmudic 
problem and, in the excitement, apparently 
forgot where he was. His Rebbetzin woke 
up and began to clap her hands. The noise 
woke up others in the house, and the 
manager came in, asking: "What's going on 
here?!" 

The protests flew at him from all 
sides: "A couple of crazy people arrived 
here late last night and didn't let us sleep!" 

The manager rebuked them for 
being so unfriendly to the newcomers. 
"Everyone is welcome in this place, and 
should make others welcome, too," he said. 

Now, it suddenly occurred to him 
that the new arrivals might be the couple 
about whom the Rav had asked him to be 
on the lookout. He lost no time, and went 
to the Yeshiva and told Rav Adler that they 
had arrived. The Rosh Yeshiva turned to 
his favorite student: "Moshe, come with 
me. We will go and greet a very important 
guest! We'll have the Zechus — the 
privilege and honor, to greet and welcome 
the Sha’agas Aryeh. You and I have often 
discussed sections of this book in depth; 
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now we'll have the opportunity to discuss 
some unsolved topics with the author 
personally!" 

Rav Adler invited the Sha’agas 
Aryeh and his Rebbetzin to accompany him 
to his home. Rav Aryeh Leib, seeing that 
his secret was a secret no longer, allowed 
himself to be persuaded. 

An animated Talmudic discussion 
ensued between the guest and his host on 
the way to Rav Adler's house, while the 
young Moshe Sofer was thrilled to listen to 
the two Talmudic giants, the lion and the 
eagle, as they debated some fine points of 
the Halachah. 

When they arrived at the home of 
Rav Adler, and seeing the long rows of 
bookcases and shelves packed with books 
of Talmudic and Rabbinic literature, Rav 
Aryeh Leib remarked with a smile: "If I had 
access to these treasures, I would have no 
need to burden my brains to carry all these 
books in my head!" 

Rav Arye Leib spent several weeks in 
the home of Rav Adler. The host invited his 
guest to deliver a shiur in his Yeshiva, 
which was a great Torah delight both for 
the lecturer and the students. 

Once, Rav Adler said to his guest: 
"Tell me, dear teacher, is it right or fair to 
withhold so much light and goodness? Isn't 
it time to end this wandering around from 
place to place in disguise, and accept a 
position as Rav or Rosh Yeshiva in any of 
many Jewish communities that would be 
honored and delighted to have such a 
teacher and leader? And wouldn't that be a 
better way to honor the Torah?" 

"You are right, Rav Nosson," 
answered Rav Aryeh Leib earnestly. "Truly, 
I am somewhat tired of all the traveling, 
and I should have pity on my poor 
Rebbetzin, who has accompanied me so 
willingly with never a complaint. Indeed, if 
there would be a suitable rabbinical 
position for me in a city with a Yeshiva, I 
would be prepared to consider such a 

position seriously." 

Rav Adler's face lit up. He opened a 
drawer in his desk and brought out a 
document. 

"This is a formal invitation from the 
community heads, of Metz, in France, 
stating that they are offering me the 
position of Chief Rav in that ancient city. I 
have not yet replied to it, though it is 
several months since I received it. I was 
waiting for your coming. If you agree to 
accept this position, I shall write and tell 
them  that I have a better candidate for 
them than I. As a matter of fact, the great 
titles with which they address me are more 
fitting for a lion than for an eagle, and I 
could even add some titles to theirs in your 
case. The conditions they offer are 
excellent, both materially and spiritually." 

Rav Aryeh Leib read the manuscript 
and said, "I agree to accept the position." 

When the heads of the Metz 
community received Rav Adler's reply and 
recommendation, they immediately sent a 
contract to Rav Aryeh Leib, assuring him 
that the community would be more than 
happy to have him serve as their Rav and 
Rosh Yeshiva. 

Rav Adler could no longer keep Rav 
Aryeh Leib and his Rebbetzin as his guests. 
The lion and the eagle took a warm, 
friendly leave of each other. 

Fully rested from their long 
wanderings; and well dressed – thanks to 
their generous host – Rav Aryeh Leib and 
his Rebbetzin left for Metz. A warm and 
most respectful welcome awaited them on 
arrival. However, Rav Aryeh Leib noticed 
that some of the community leaders looked 
a little concerned when they saw their new 
Rav. The Sha’agas Aryeh understood the 
reason for their concern. So, in his first 
public address to the community in a 
packed synagogue, he concluded his 
learned and inspiring sermon with the 
following words: "I have the feeling that 
you expected and hoped to engage a 
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younger rav, one like my distinguished 
colleague and friend, Rav Nosson Adler. 
Indeed, our sages of the Mishnah say, 
'Forty is the age of understanding.' You 
would like to have a rav who would be able 
to hold the position for at least thirty years, 
till the age of seventy years, and not have to 
look for a new rav after ten years or so. Let 
me, therefore, assure you, good friends, 
that though I am sixty years old, I hope and 
am confident that you will have no need to 
look for a replacement for another thirty 
years, G-d willing." 

And so it was. The Sha’agas Arye 
held his position in Metz for thirty years, 
until he was niftar in 1785, at the ripe old 
age of ninety years. 

By Nissan Mindel ~ 

www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/112502/jewish/Shaagas-

Aryeh.htm 

 

The Sha'agas Aryeh Gives A Bracha 
To Two Brothers In Volozhin 

There was a wealthy Jew who lived 
in Volozhin named Rav Yitzchok, who was 
not only wealthy, but was a great talmid 
chacham and was stringent in mitzvos. He 
traveled often on lengthy trips for business, 
and when he returned he was always laden 
with expensive gifts for his family. 

One time before Rav Yitzchok left on 
another trip, his wife requested that 
instead of bringing her a gift, he should buy 
a complete Shas for their home. In those 
days, a complete Shas was very expensive, 
but Rav Yitzchok decided to fulfill his wife’s 
request, and he bought a beautiful Shas on 
that trip. 

When he returned, Rav Yitzchok and 
his wife decided to benefit the community 
with the Shas, by lending out the 
mesachtos to the people of the city. Rav 
Yitzchok was busy with his business, so his 
wife took responsibility for lending out the 
Shas. 

One day, the Gaon, Rav Aryeh Leib, 

author of the Sha’agas Aryeh, arrived in 
Volozhin. The Gaon heard that it was 
possible to borrow masechtos Shas in a 
certain home, and he immediately made 
his way to Rav Yitzchok’s house. Rav 
Yitzchoks’ wife was very excited that such a 
great Gaon was gracing her house. She told 
the Sha’agas Aryeh that anytime he needed 
a mesechta, she would send one of her 
servants to the Gaon’s lodging place so he 
wouldn’t have to exert himself to come to 
the house. 

The Sha’agas Aryeh stayed in 
Volozhin for an extended period of time, 
and whenver he needed a new mesechta, 
Rav Yitzchok’s wife would send it to him. 
Before Rav Aryeh Leib left the city, he 
visited Rav Yitzchok’s house, and blessed 
him and his wife. He said, “I bless you that 
you should be zocheh to two sons who will 
light up the eyes of Yisrael with their Torah. 
One son will be zohech to teach the Shas to 
others, and the second son will be so well-
learned in the entire Torah that he won’t 
need a Shas at all! 

The tzaddik’s bracha was fulfilled in 
full, and Rav Yitzchok and his wife 
subsequently had two sons. One was the 
Gaon Rav Chaim of Volozhin who 
established a yeshiva and was zocheh to 
many students, and the second son, Rav 
Zalman, knew the entire Torah by heart 
backwards and forwards.    

(Ukarasa LeShabbos Oneg). 
http://www.revach.net/stories/story-corner/The-Shaagas-Aryeh-

Gives-A-Bracha-To-Two-Brothers-In-Volozhin/3743 

 

The Sha’agas Aryeh's Rebbetzin Did 
Not Know How To Make A Good 
French Coffee 

Rav Eliezer Kleer in his hakdama to 
his sefer writes: the Sha’agas Aryeh, Rav 
Aryeh Leib Gunzberg, lived a life of 
deprivation. He never ate meat, fish, 
chicken or any living thing during the week 
and never slept on a bed. He lived a 
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difficult life of great suffering and poverty 
that followed him wherever he went. 

In his later years, the Shaa’gas Aryeh 
was appointed Rav of Metz. The minhag of 
the city was that the new Rav would host 
the leader of the Kehilla for coffee after his 
appointment. A day before the Rebbetzin 
was sent a list of things to prepare for this 
meeting including, coffee, milk, sugar, and 
utensils needed. 

The next day during the meeting the 
Rebbetzin brought out a pot of fresh coffee 
and milk. When the distinguished guests 
tasted the coffee each one realized that the 
sugar was missing but no one said 
anything. 

There was great shock in the room 
when after clearing the empty cups the 
Rebbetzin proudly brought out a plate full 
of sugar. When she understood what 
happened, she apologized profusely and 
said that in Volozhin where they came from 
they never saw coffee or sugar and certainly 
not the two of them together. 

Despite the community's concern 
that the Sha’agas Aryeh came to Metz to be 
buried there, the Sha’agas Aryeh served as 
Rav of Metz for thirty years until his petira. 
Some people attribute this arichas yamim 
to a letter written by the Vilna Gaon telling 
them to accept the Shaagas Aryeh as their 
Rav despite his advanced age.  

www.revach.net/hanhagos/maaseh-rav/The-Shaagas-Aryehs-

Rebbetzin-Did-Not-Know-How-To-Make-A-Good-French-

Coffee/3914 

 

"And Pharaoh said to Yaakov: how long 
have you lived?" (Bereishis 47:8). 

The Gaon Rav Aryeh Leib Ginzberg 
the author of Sha’agas Aryeh was already 
sixty years old when he was appointed as 
the chief Rav of Metz. 

When he arrived to take up his new 
role he heard the rumor that some of the 
townspeople were quite upset that such an 
old man had been appointed as their new 

chief rav. They were hoping for a younger 
man full of life and vitality with many good 
years ahead of him. 

That Shabbos, Parshas VaYigash, 
he gave his Shabbos derasha and 
addressed this very topic: 

"We find in this week's parsha that 
when our forefather the patriarch Yaakov 
to Egypt, Pharaoh asked him "how old are 
you?" and he answered him, "the days of 
my life are one hundred and thirty, they 
have been few, hard and difficult years 
these days of my life and they have not 
reached the days of the lives of my 
forefathers." 

This poses several difficulties, firstly, 
why did Pharaoh bother asking Yaakov 
Avinu how old he was. And why did Yaakov 
answer Pharaoh that "the days of my life . . 
. have been few, hard and difficult?" He 
wasn't asked that at all? He should have 
simply answered that he was one hundred 
and thirty years old?! 

"The answer is," explained the 
Sha’agas Aryeh, "that Pharaoh observed 
that as soon as Yaakov arrived, the land of 
Egypt was blessed and the hunger and 
famine ceased, he therefore worried over 
Yaakov's apparent old age, perhaps he 
would soon pass away and all these 
blessings would end and leave with his 
passing? This is why he asked Yaakov his 
age. However, Yaakov understood all this, 
therefore he answered Pharaoh that he was 
one hundred and thirty years old. However, 
he explained that these years were few, 
since they did not reach the days of his 
forefathers who lived to ripe old ages of one 
hundred and eighty years. And further 
Yaakov explained that his apparent old age 
was a result of the difficult life he had lived, 
this had caused him to age prematurely so 
that he appeared older than he really was." 

"So is the case with me," continued 
the Sha’agas Aryeh, "I am not as old as you 
think; my life has had certain trials and 
difficulties which have caused me to age. 
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And Hashem willing, I shall serve as your 
rav for over thirty years to come." And so it 
was that the tzaddik's words were fulfilled 

and he served as the chief rav of Metz for 
over thirty years! 

    

Rav Avrohom Yehoshua HeshelRav Avrohom Yehoshua HeshelRav Avrohom Yehoshua HeshelRav Avrohom Yehoshua Heshel,,,,    16161616
thththth
    TammuzTammuzTammuzTammuz    

The Kapyscznitz Rebbe 

Rav 
Avrohom Yehoshua 
Heshel was born in 
Husyatin on the 4th 
of Iyar, 5648/1888. 
His father was Rav 
Yitzchok Meir, the 
Rebbe of 
Kopischnitz. He 
spent his early 
childhood with his 
illustrious maternal grandfather, Rav 
Mordechai Shraga, the Rebbe of Husyatin, 
son of the Ruzhiner Rebbe. When Rav 
Avrohom Yehoshua was six years old, his 
illustrious grandfather was niftar, and his 
father became Rebbe in the nearby town of 
Kopycznitz. 

Rav Avrohom Yehoshua traveled 
often to his great-uncle, Rav Dovid Moshe 
of Chortkov, who showed him great 
affection. (The Chortkover Rebbe was also 
his step-grandfather, as he had married the 
mother of Rav Yitzchok Meir.) 

Rav Avrohom Yehoshua married 
Rebbetzin Sarah Brachah, the daughter of 
his paternal uncle, Rav Moshe Mordechai 
of Mezhibuzh-Warsaw. The young couple 
began married life in her parents’ home in 
Warsaw. During this period, Rav Avrohom 
Yehoshua became known to the Gedolim 
and tzaddikim of Poland, who held him in 
high esteem. Afterward, Rav Avrohom 
Yehoshua and his family returned to his 
father’s court in Kopycznitz. 

With the outbreak of World War I, 
Rav Avrohom Yehoshua moved with his 
father and his own young family to Vienna. 
There, during those troubled times, his 
massive deeds of chessed reached their 

peak. His home became a center for the 
thousands of refugees who fled to Vienna. 
They found in Rav Avrumenyu — as he was 
fondly known — a listening ear and a fount 
of practical advice and assistance. 

Rav Avrohom Yehoshua was his 
father’s right hand throughout his life. 
Upon his father’s petira, on the first day of 
Rosh HaShana, 5696/1935, he succeeded 
his father as Kopycznitzer Rebbe. 

In 5698/1938, when the Nazis 
entered Vienna, the first ones to experience 
their cruelty were the Rabbonim. Like the 
rest, the Kopycznitzer Rebbe was arrested 
and forced to do degrading labor. The 
Nazis made a point of cutting off the beards 
of distinguished Rabbonim, but the 
Kopycznitzer managed to avoid this. When 
his turn came, he stuck out his hand and 
said to the Nazi officer, “Cut off these two 
fingers, but don’t touch my beard!” The 
Nazis were so taken aback by the Rebbe’s 
courage that they left him alone. 

On the advice of his uncle, Rav 
Yisrael, the Husyatiner Rebbe (who was 
then already living in Eretz Yisrael), he 
moved to America where he settled on the 
Lower East Side of New York. As always, he 
set out immediately to work helping others, 
never turning down a request from 
institutions or individuals. His tzedaka and 
chessed provided significant aid to the 
recipients, and he did it all with profound 
respect for their dignity. 

On the 15th of Tammuz, the Rebbe 
planned a trip from his home in Boro Park 
to Monsey. Taking leave of his aron kodesh 
and mezuzos and reminding his children to 
take along a copy of the Ramban’s Sha’ar 
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HaGemul, he set out. That night in 
Monsey, on the 16th of Tammuz, he 
returned his holy soul to its Maker. 

Upon his request, the Rebbe was 
buried in Teveria, near the grave of his 
uncle, Rav Yisrael of Husyatin. 

He was succeeded by his son, Rav 
Moshe Mordechai of Kopycznitz. 

Zechuso yagen aleinu. 
www.hamodia.com/features/day-history-16-tammuzjuly-14/ 

 

The sixteenth of Tammuz marks the 
yohrtzeit of the Kapyscznitz Rebbe, Rav 
Avrohom Yehoshua Heshel zt”l. Renowned 
for his supreme kindness and great ahavas 
Yisrael (love of ones fellow Jew), the Rebbe 
was already a legend during his lifetime. 
On his weak and frail shoulders he carried 
the pain and suffering of countless 
individuals, and often when he heard of the 
problems of others he would break down 
weeping uncontrollably. The grief of his 
fellow Jews tormented him much more 
than his own afflictions, and indeed the 
Rebbe often put his name and honor at risk 
in an attempt to help others. 

A man once came to the Rebbe 
crying hysterically. He had just arrived 
from Europe and was hoping to settle in 
America. His wife, however, had been 
refused entry due to her ill health and was 
on Ellis Island awaiting deportation. "Don't 
worry," the Rebbe told him, "I promise you 
that by next week your wife will be here 
together with you." Hearing the Rebbe's 
words the man calmed down and went 
away a new person.  

One of the chassidim who had 
witnessed the scene plucked up his courage 
and asked the Rebbe how he was able to 
make such a promise with such ease. "You 
saw how hysterical that man was," the 
Rebbe replied. "My first concern was to 
calm him down, and Boruch Hashem I 
succeeded. At least for the next week he 
will feel better. If after a week, he sees that 

I was wrong and his wife was deported, he 
will say that Avrohom Yehoshua is not a 
real Rebbe, Avrohom Yehoshua is a liar. 
But at least for a week I succeeded in 
helping him." With that the Rebbe took out 
a Tehillim (Psalms) and started to cry: 
"Please Hashem, see to it that Avrohom 
Yehoshua didn't say a lie, please don't 
make me a liar!" Hashem heard his prayers 
and within a week the woman was granted 
permission to stay in America, and was 
reunited with her husband.  

www.nishmas.org/gdynasty/chapt17.htm 

 

The First Kapyscznitz Rebbe 

Rav Yitzchok Meir zt"l was born on 
the fourth of Iyar 5648 (1888). Rav 
Avrohom Yehoshua was 
named after the Apta 
Rav, the Oheiv Yisrael, of 
whom he was a direct 
descendant. The first six 
years of his life were 
spent in the town of 
Husyatin where his 
mother's father, Rav 
Mordechai Shraga, was 
Rebbe. After the Husyatiner Rebbe was 
niftar in Iyar 5654 (1894), Rav Avrohom 
Yehoshua moved to Kapyscznitz where his 
father Rav Yitzchok Meir established a 
large court. Although Rav Yitzchok hadn't 
inherited any chassidim, his great tzidkus 
(righteousness, integrity) drew many 
chassidim and Kapyscznitz soon became 
established as a major chassidus. With the 
outbreak of the First World War in 1914, 
Rav Yitzchok Meir fled with his family to 
Vienna. It was here in Vienna that the fame 
of his son, Rav Avrohom Yehoshua, began 
to spread. It was a time of upheaval, a time 
of hunger, turmoil and tragedy, and Vienna 
became a haven for thousands of homeless 
and penniless refugees.  

Rav Avrohom Yehoshua went every 
day to the train station to welcome those 
who arrived. Taking their heavy suitcases 
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on his shoulders, he accompanied them to 
their new accommodations. After he had 
jotted down the refugees' addresses he 
would regularly drop money and food at 
their doors for their daily upkeep.  

Rav Avrohom Yehoshua's house 
became a center of tzedaka (charity) and 
chesed (kindness). His kindness knew no 
bounds. He was particular not to go to 
sleep at night until he had distributed every 
penny in his possession to tzedaka. 
Astronomical sums of money went through 
his hands, and when his funds were 
exhausted he would borrow from anyone 
who was willing to lend him. Even when he 
was already heavily in debt to his creditors, 
he didn't stop borrowing money and giving 
it away to the first needy person he met.  

On the first day of Rosh HaShana 
5696 (1936), Rav Yitzchok Meir, the 
Kapyscznitz Rebbe, was niftar, and was 
succeeded by his son, Rav Avrohom 
Yehoshua. At first, people were sure that 
the pressure of being Rebbe would force 
Rav Avrohom Yehoshua to give up his 
chesed work, but it was not so. The new 
Rebbe carried on just as before, dividing 
his time equally between his chassidim and 
the needy. Outside his door were two 
queues: those who had come to give the 
Rebbe a pidyon and receive his bracha 
(blessing), and those who had come to 
receive a donation. Often the queue of 
those who had come to receive money was 
longer than that of those who had come to 
give.  

Many years later, during a visit to 
the Klausenberger Rebbe, which at the time 
was lying ill in bed, the Rebbe advised him 
that if he wanted to make a quick recovery 
from his illness, he should stop taking 
kvitlach (written petitions). He added, 
"When I was a young man, I was unusually 
strong. I even managed to undergo an 
operation without an anaesthetic, and I 
hardly felt the terrible pain. This was all 
before I started to accept kvitlach. Since 
then, my strength has left me and I have 

become weak and frail. Therefore I suggest 
that if you want to regain your strength and 
become healthy, you should stop taking 
kvitlach."  


Only two years after Rav Avrohom 

Yehoshua became Rebbe, Yiddishe life was 
shattered by the German occupation of 
Vienna. The Rebbe was seized and forced 
to clean the streets to the amusement of the 
jeering Germans. The Yidden tried 
desperately to free their beloved Rebbe 
from his humiliating job, but to no avail. 
Finally, the Nazis agreed to allow one of the 
Rebbe's chassidim to take his place in 
exchange for a large bribe. The Rebbe, 
however, refused to leave his post. He told 
his family, "What do you think? Should I 
stop at another Yid's expense? Chas 
veSholom!" (G-d forbid!)  

After a time, the Nazis let the Rebbe 
free, realizing that their plan to degrade 
and humiliate him had backfired. The 
Rebbe hadn't felt degraded in the slightest. 
In his humility he hadn't felt it below his 
dignity to scrub the city streets.  

On another occasion, in an attempt 
to humiliate the Rebbe, the Germans sent 
one of their officers to cut off his beard. The 
Rebbe promptly stuck out two fingers and 
told the officer, "Cut off my fingers, but 
don't touch my beard." The German, 
startled by the Rebbe's courage, left 
without carrying out his evil orders.  

In a drasha (speech) given many 
years later in America about Akeidas 
Yitzchok (the Binding of Isaac), the Rebbe 
said, "The test of the Akeidah wasn't just to 
see if Avrohom Avinu would listen to 
Hashem, for who wouldn't do so after 
Hashem had explicitly asked him? Indeed, 
if Hashem would have asked Avrohom to 
give away his own life it would not have 
been a chiddush. Here, however, Avrohom 
was commanded to offer up someone else. 
To have to watch how the second person is 
suffering, that takes true mesirus nefesh 



50 � Chukas / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

(self- sacrifice)." The Rebbe ended his 
words, adding, "When I was in Vienna 
under German control, I accepted all my 
suffering with love, but when I heard about 
the suffering of others, it was just too much 
for me to bear."  

Despite the pleas of his chassidim 
that he flee Vienna, the Rebbe stayed put, 
refusing to leave his followers behind. 
Tortures and threats did not bother him. 
Only when it became increasingly difficult 
to keep the Torah and mitzvos did he 
finally give in and reluctantly agree to leave 
Vienna. After intense efforts, a visa was 
secured for him and his family, but 
surprisingly, the Rebbe did not leave 
Austria. The fact was that he simply didn't 
have the money to pay for the trip. Hearing 
of his plight, one of the Rebbe's wealthy 
chassidim gave him money for the journey 
to America.  

The Rebbe later confessed that this 
money proved to be a test for him. At first, 
he decided to keep the money for himself, 
to pay for the tickets, but on second 
thought he decided not to change from his 
usual practice of not keeping money in his 
possession and he distributed it all to 
tzedaka. The Rebbe's family was shocked 
when they found out that he had given all 
the money away, but the Rebbe remained 
unperturbed and consoled them, telling 
them to put their trust in Hashem. They 
didn't need the money for another few 
days, until the planned date of their 
departure, and he was confident that 
Hashem would help them.  

The days passed and nothing 
happened, but still the Rebbe didn't lose 
his bitachon (faith, trust). Finally, on the 
morning of their planned journey, a couple 
came to bid farewell to the Rebbe. When 
they heard that he didn't yet have the 
money to pay for the tickets, the woman 
took off her jewelry and sold it to raise the 
money for the trip. (After the war's end, the 
couple arrived in America and the Rebbe 
returned to them the exact amount that 

they had given him.)  


On his arrival in America, the Rebbe 

settled in the Lower East Side of New York 
where he opened his beis medrash (shul 
and study hall). The Rebbe had hardly 
unpacked his bags, and he was already out 
of the house dedicating himself to the task 
of saving the lives of the Yidden he had left 
behind in Europe.  

 

There was hardly a rescue meeting 
at which the Rebbe wasn't present. His 
whole being was given 
over to helping and 
saving his fellow Jews 
in Europe. Once, as the 
Rebbe was traveling in 
a car, the sea coast 
came into sight. At the 
sight of the sea, the 
Rebbe burst into tears, 
saying, "We are sitting 
safe and sound on this 
side of the sea. Who knows what's going on, 
on the other side? Who knows what's 
happening?"  

Hearing that the Rebbe neglected 
himself and didn't eat properly, one of the 
gedolim (sages) wrote him a letter asking 
the Rebbe to take better care of himself and 
to eat a healthy diet including meat and 
other nutritious foods. The Rebbe sent him 
back a letter in which he wrote, "I have 
taken upon myself not to eat any meat 
products during the week until Hashem 
has mercy and saves His people. I tremble 
in fear when I think about the terrible 
agony of our fellow brothers. My hair 
stands on end at their plight. And 
therefore, even though I would very much 
like to fulfill your request, I am not able to 
do so until I hear some good news from our 
fellow Yidden. Hashem should have mercy 
on them that they should at least have 
bread to eat." 
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Right after the war ended, the Rebbe 
traveled to Eretz Yisrael to thank Hashem 
for having saved him from the Holocaust. 
While in Eretz Yisrael, the Rebbe decided 
to open an institute for the many orphans 
and refugees who had nowhere to go. The 
Rebbe took upon himself the financial 
burden of its upkeep. Called Beis Avrohom, 
the institute is based in Petach Tikva where 
it flourishes to this very day.  

The Rebbe visited Eretz Yisrael ten 
times altogether. Each time was a new 
experience for him, a true joy to be in the 
Holy Land. On the way back to America 
from one of the Rebbe's trips, he was 
accompanied by one of the gedolim who 
bitterly bemoaned the spiritual decline in 
Eretz Yisrael and the chilul Shabbos 
(Shabbos desecration) which one sees 
everywhere. "That's odd," the Rebbe told 
him. "I was also just there, yet I didn't 
notice any of the things you are 
complaining about. Boruch Hashem, there 
are new yeshivos springing up all the time, 
with new shuls and mikva'os also. Each 
time I go to Eretz Yisrael I come back 
happy, having witnessed the steady 
improvement from my previous visit!"  

The Rebbe played a major role in 
Agudas Yisrael, being instrumental in 
many of the achievements of the Agudah. 
The Rebbe would say that he was not really 
worthy of being on the Moetzes Gedolei 
HaTorah, but since he had an obligation to 
listen to the words of the gedolim, he could 
not refuse their request to come and join in 
their meetings!  

The Rebbe was among the founding 
members of Chinuch Atzmai (semi-private 
religious school system in Eretz Yisrael), 
together with Rav Aaron Kotler zt”l. Rav 
Aaron would often say that if not for the 
Kapyscznitz Rebbe, he would never have 
been able to cope with the stress and 
burden of ensuring Chinuch Atzmai's 
continued survival. Rav Aaron's friendship 
and admiration for the Rebbe knew no 
bounds. He held the Rebbe in very high 

esteem and would often say that the Rebbe 
was the Gadol Hador (the generation's 
leader) in tzedaka and chesed.  

Although the Rebbe was a man of 
few words and hardly ever spoke in public, 
when Rav Aaron Kotler pressed him to 
speak, he would do so in deference to the 
Rosh Yeshiva. His words, flowing straight 
from the heart, always left a mark.  

On one occasion, after the Rebbe 
had been pressed to speak, he said, 
"Rabbosai (gentlemen), you will forgive me 
if I speak. I only ask that you listen to me 
because 
I am an 
old man 
and my 
time 
will 
come 
very 
soon. 
Rabbos
ai, I believe with all my heart that I will be 
called before Beis Din Shel Ma'aloh (the 
Heavenly Court) and I will be asked if I 
have done everything I could to save the 
thousands of children in Eretz Yisrael. 
What will I be able to answer? What can I 
say? I am an old man and I don't have any 
more strength, what can I do? But you 
gentlemen, you are still young and can still 
help. I can tell you that you will all be asked 
if you did your utmost for Chinuch Atzmai. 
You can still do so, Rabbosai! But what will 
be with me, what am I going to answer?" 
And with that the Rebbe began to weep. All 
those present were deeply moved by the 
Rebbe's heartfelt words and each one gave 
a substantial sum.  

A Yid once came crying to the 
Rebbe. He was very poor and desperately 
needed a new hat, but he didn't have the 
money to buy one. The Rebbe owned two 
hats, one which he wore every day, and a 
second, newer one, which he kept for 
special occasions. Hearing his request, the 
Rebbe went and brought his new hat and 
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presented it to the man. Realizing that this 
was the Rebbe's better hat, the man refused 
to take it, the other hat would be good 
enough for him.  

"Listen," the Rebbe told him. "The 
mitzvos that a person does in this world 
attire him as his clothing in the Next 
World. If I give you my old hat now, then in 
the Next World I will also be dressed in an 
old hat. I would rather keep the old hat for 
myself in this world, and in the Next World 
I will have a new one."  

The Rebbe didn't just give of his 
time and possessions, but of his physical 
being also. When he saw a sign asking 
people to donate blood, he decided to 
answer the call. The Rebbe's family tried to 
persuade him to change his mind. He was 
already old and weak and they were 
worried that it would be detrimental to his 
health. Their pleas fell on deaf ears; the 
Rebbe told them that if they were worried, 
he was willing to spend a few days in bed 
after he had given the blood.   

 

In his later years, the Rebbe's health 
deteriorated and he suffered a heart attack. 
The Rebbe, however, ignored all his 
family's pleading that he give up his work 
for the K’lal. On one occasion, when the 
Rebbe announced his intention to go to a 
certain fundraising event, the family called 
Rav Aaron Kotler in desperation and asked 
him to try to make the Rebbe change his 
mind. Rav Aaron canceled his shiur and 
traveled to New York to speak to the Rebbe.  

The Rebbe, realizing that his family 
had been responsible for Rav Aaron's visit, 
told them bitterly, "Tell me, my children, 
don't you all need air to breathe? Why can't 
you understand that a mitzva is to me like 
air to breathe? Why am I alive if not to 
perform mitzvos and to help others? If I 
can't continue to do mitzvos, why do I need 
to live? If you are all truly interested in my 
health, then you must make sure that I can 
carry on doing chesed and tzedaka!"  

The Rebbe's mesirus nefesh knew no 
bounds. Once, a few days before Sukkos, 
the Rebbe fell ill with pneumonia. His 
family knew that he would eat and sleep in 
the sukkah regardless of his condition. The 
family phoned the Satmar Rebbe, who was 
a close friend and admirer of the Rebbe and 
begged him to talk the Rebbe out of it.  

On erev Sukkos, the Satmar Rebbe 
arrived and informed the Rebbe in no 
uncertain terms that it was strictly 
forbidden for him to eat and sleep in the 
sukkah. A person has an obligation to look 
after his health, especially a leader of K’lal 
Yisrael who has to set an example for 
others. For twenty minutes, the Satmar 
Rebbe elaborated on the severity of 
guarding one's health, and he ended off 
saying that if the Rebbe would eat and 
sleep in the sukkah - it would not be a 
mitzva but an aveira (sin).  

After the Satmar Rebbe had ended 
his long discourse, he said to the Rebbe, 
"Nu, Kapyscznitz Rebbe, are you going to 
sleep in the sukkah this year?" The Rebbe 
looked the Satmar Rebbe squarely in the 
face and replied, "Tell me, Satmar Rav, 
what would you do, if the positions were 
reversed, chas veSholom? If it was you who 
was lying in bed with pneumonia and I had 
just given you this drasha. Would you 
really not sleep in the sukkah, or would you 
stay in the sukkah despite the illness?"  

The Satmar Rebbe stood up and 
with a smile on his face he said, 
"Kapyscznitz Rebbe, I give you my bracha 
(blessing) that you should be able to sleep 
in the sukkah and that no harm shall befall 
you!"  

The Rebbe won the respect and the 
esteem of all the gedolim of his era. One of 
his most faithful followers was the 
Ponovezher Rav, Rav Yosef Kahaneman. 
Every time Rav Kahaneman arrived in New 
York, he phoned the Rebbe from the 
airport to let him know of his arrival, and 
ask if it was convenient for him to come 
and say Sholom Aleichem. From the 
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airport, he would take a taxi straight to the 
Rebbe's house. The Rav would often say 
that from the day the Chofetz Chaim was 
niftar, he hadn't had a Rebbe until he met 
the Kapyscznitz Rebbe.  

In 1947, the Rav was in America to 
raise funds for the building of the Ponovezh 
Yeshiva. Due to the difficult times, he 
wasn't successful in his attempts and after 
ten months, trudging from door to door, he 
had hardly managed to raise any money. 
The Rebbe, hearing of his plight, collected 
ten thousand dollars for him – a staggering 
sum in those days – and the Ponovezher 
Rav was finally able to go back home a 
happy man.  

Another of the Rebbe's great 
admirers was the Manchester Rosh 
Yeshiva, Rav Yehuda Zev Segal. The Rosh 
Yeshiva met the Rebbe on a visit to 
America in 1966 and became very close to 
the Rebbe, often sending him kvitlach to 
daven (pray) for him. After the Rebbe's 
petirah, the Rosh Yeshiva wrote to the 
Rebbe's family, asking them to send him 
one of the Rebbe's personal belongings. 
The family sent him a kappel (yarmulke, 
kippah) which the Rosh Yeshiva treasured 
greatly. He would wear it every Yom 
Kippur. Sometimes, he would also lend the 
kappel as a segulah (auspicious object) for 
sick people.  

 

In addition to the Rebbe's many 
tzedaka activities, he was also very 
involved being mekareiv those who had 
strayed from the path of Yiddishkeit. With 
his warm heart and sincere words he 
succeeded to rekindle the light of Torah 
and mitzvos in many.  

Once, as the Rebbe was walking 
along a street on Shabbos, he came across 
two Jewish teenagers who were smoking. 
The Rebbe strode over to them and said, 
"My sons, although I don't know you at all, 
I am convinced that you both have caring 
hearts and if you would realize how much it 

hurts me to see you smoke on Shabbos, I 
am sure that you would both drop your 
cigarettes in order not to upset me like 
that."  

One of the young men dropped his 
cigarette straight away. His friend, 
however, had no intention of giving in so 
easily and replied, "Rebbe! Don't you know 
where you are? You are in America! We're 
in a free country and everyone is entitled to 
do as he wishes. I am not telling you what 
to do, and I don't expect you to tell me what 
to do!"  

The Rebbe laughed at the young 
man's words, and he replied, "My son, you 
have raised a good point. I will now ask you 
a question. If you were to come across a 
man lying on the ground, with blood 
gushing from his nose, would you just walk 
away and say we are in a free country and I 
am under no obligation to help him? I'm 
sure you would do your best to help him.  

"Similarly, when a Yid is mechalel 
Shabbos it is much worse than blood 
gushing from his nose. The Yid's very soul 
is being sucked away. When I see a 
Yiddishe neshama bleeding and his life 
ebbing away, how can I stop myself from 
running over to help?" The Rebbe's honest 
and penetrating words left their mark and 
in due course both men became ba’alei 
teshuva.  

The Rebbe personally called upon 
storekeepers, pleading with them in gentle 
and kind tones to close their shops on 
Shabbos. On one street that the Rebbe 
passed almost daily, there was a Jewish 
storekeeper who kept his shop open on 
Shabbos despite the Rebbe's pleas. The 
Rebbe, seeing that his attempts to close the 
shop on Shabbos hadn't succeeded, tried a 
different tactic.  

As the Rebbe approached the man's 
store, he would cross the street. After 
passing the store he would cross back 
again. At first, the storekeeper pretended to 
ignore the Rebbe's boycott, but after a 
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while the shame was too great for him. He 
closed the store on Shabbos and asked the 
Rebbe to walk in front of his shop.  

The Rebbe's house was open to 
anybody who wished to enter. Every person 
was made to feel at home, regardless of his 
social status or background. The Rebbe 
made a special point of inviting those who 
were looked down upon or mocked by 
others. The homeless, those who were not 
totally sound of mind, and those who had 
no one else to turn to – all found their place 
around his table. No one was ever refused.  

The Rebbe satisfied each one of his 
visitors' demands and desires, no matter 
how absurd it was. One of the Rebbe's 
regular meshugo'im (crazies) once 
complained to the Rebbe. He was upset 
that the Rebbe always sat in a beautiful 
chair at the head of the table and was 
always given the first portion. He felt that 
he was also entitled to such preferential 
treatment. From then on, the Rebbe sat the 
man alongside him at the head of the table, 
in the same chair as he sat in. When the 
food was brought in, the man received his 
food together with the Rebbe, both being 
served at the same time.  

The Rebbe once heard of a man who 
refused to give his wife a get (Jewish bill of 
divorce). Months went by, and he still 
refused to give in. The reason for his refusal 
was quite simple. If he got divorced, who 
would cook him his meals every day? As 
soon as the Rebbe heard the story, he called 
up the man and told him, "Please give your 
wife a get, and as for your meals, from now 
on you will be my guest whenever you 
want." The man divorced his wife and from 
then on he was a permanent feature of the 
Rebbe's house: breakfast, lunch and 
supper.  

Although the Rebbe's chassidim 
were bothered by the many queer 
characters who frequented the Rebbe's 
house, the Rebbe ignored all their pleas to 
stop inviting such people. Once, during the 
Friday night davening, one of the Rebbe's 

regulars became very unruly. All the 
attempts to quiet him failed, and when his 
antics increased in volume and frequency, 
he was forcibly taken and thrown out of the 
shul.  

After davening, word of the incident 
reached the Rebbe's ears. In a pain-filled 
voice the Rebbe exclaimed, "All my years, I 
have been working to try and achieve the 
madreiga of ve'ohavta lerei'acho komocho. 
(The spiritual level of loving ones neighbor 
like himself) Now when I am already old, a 
Yid is thrown out of my shul! How could 
one allow such a thing to happen?"  

One of the chassidim present piped 
up and said, "But, Rebbe, there is no mitzva 
to love such a man, such a person is to be 
despised. He has no place here." The Rebbe 
retorted, "Whom did the Torah command 
us to love? It was not just a Yid like the 
Chofetz Chaim. About such a Yid it wasn't 
necessary for the Torah to command us to 
love him. The Torah's wish is that we love 
even those who have no special attributes 
which would cause us to care for them, 
except for the fact that they are Yidden – 
Hashem's children. It is about such people 
that we are commanded ve'ohavto 
lerei'acho komocho!"  

The Rebbe informed his chassidim 
that until the man was found, he would not 
make Kiddush. Only after the man had 
been located and the Rebbe had profusely 
apologized to him, and begged his 
forgiveness, did the Rebbe start his 
Shabbos meal.  

His whole life, the Rebbe worked to 
ensure peace and harmony among Yidden. 
Nothing was more abhorrent to him than 
machlokes (argument, controversy). Once 
during a stopover in Paris, the Rebbe learnt 
of a serious machlokes that had broken out 
between Polish and Hungarian Yidden 
concerning which minhagim (customs) and 
what derech should be adopted in their 
kehilla (community). Although the Rebbe 
was an outsider and had not been asked to 
offer his opinion, he felt that he could not 
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keep silent.  

On Shabbos, the Rebbe addressed 
the kehilla, "Since I have heard that a 
machlokes has broken out here between 
Polish and Hungarian Yidden, I would like 
to ask you all a question. Is there really 
such a thing as Polish Yidden or Hungarian 
Yidden? Aren't we all children of the same 
Father? We're all Yidden who, due to the 
long galus, have become scattered across 
different lands. Who knows, perhaps the 
reason why I stopped over here in Paris 
was to restore the achdus (brotherhood, 
unity) in your kehilla. I am willing to stay 
here and act as a mediator between the 
different parties, but there must be shalom 
(peace)!" 

In his last years, the Rebbe steadily 
grew weaker and weaker, but still he 
soldiered on, not stopping for a second to 
worry about his own needs. On one 
occasion, a day before he was due to leave 
New York for a rest, he suddenly canceled 
his trip and refused to go. When the Rebbe 

was pressured to change his mind, he 
disclosed the reason for his cancellation. 
The previous day someone had approached 
him on behalf of a tzedaka and the Rebbe 
had given him his last penny. He had 
nothing left over to pay for the vacation. 
The Rebbe said that he always davened to 
Hashem, asking that he remain active until 
his last day. And so it was. On his last day - 
the sixteenth of Tammuz 5727 (1967), he 
requested the Sefer Sha'ar Hagmul of the 
Ramban, which speaks about the eternal 
reward which awaits those who keep 
Hashem's mitzvos in this world. As he was 
busy learning the sefer (book), his holy 
neshama (soul) ascended to receive its 
well-earned reward. Zechuso yogein oleinu.  

The Rebbe was succeeded by his son 
Rav Moshe’le. Beloved by all who knew 
him, he was acknowledged as a true oheiv 
Yisrael continuing his father's ways with 
grace and dignity until his sudden petira 
on the seventeenth of Nissan 5735 (1975). 

    

Y HILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’TZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKA Z 

In Honor of the Yohrzeit of the holy Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh: 

Segulah as a Shemirah - to Guard 

Rav Pinchas of Koretz said that a 
copy of the sefer Ohr HaChaim was a 
shemirah that guarded the entire city from 
harm and that to have a copy in one's home 
was also a segulah for shemirah.  

(Ner Maarvi, page 216). 

 

Segulah for Health 

Rav Pinchas Koretzer's son grew ill, 
and Rav Pinchas accepted on himself to 
study the Ohr HaChaim commentary daily 
as a segulah for refuah to heal him.  

(Ner Maarvi, page 200/216). 

 

Rav Avrohom Elimelech of Karlin 
HY”D used to say, that “Dem Lernen Ohr 
HaChaim das iz a segulah tzu heintige 
machlos — studying the Ohr HaChaim is a 
segulah against today's ills."  

(Ner Maarvi, age p200/216). 

 

Segulah for Teshuva 

It is a segulah that you will not leave 
this world without having repented and 
done teshuva to study the Ohr HaChaim's 
commentary to parshas Achrei Mos - 
Kedoshim.  

(Kiymu veKiblua II, page 256 in the name 
of Rav Chaim Halberstam). 
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Segulah for Avodas Hashem and 
Against Tzaros 

The Skver Rebbe told a yungerman 
that complained of lack of feeling and lack 
of motivation in avodas Hashem to study 
the Ohr HaChaim on parshas Kerias 
Shema, that it would give him vitality and 
give life to his avodas Hashem. Similarly to 
a Reb Avrohom Shtern, who complained 
that he was beset by woes and troubles, the 
Skver Rebbe told him to study the 
comments of the Ohr HaChaim on parshas 
Kerias Shema forty days straight with no 
interruption because it would soothe his 
soul and comfort him in his time of need. 
(Cited by Rav Mendel Felberboim – 
uBecharta BaChaim – Shikun Skver). 

 

Segulah for Yiras Shomayim 

Rav Yissachar Dov of Belz would tell 
all the young chassanim, the newly 
engaged young men, to study the 
comments of the Ohr HaChaim on VaYikra 
(18:3) Kemaasay Eretz Mitzroyim."Az di 
vest das lernen yeden tog, vesti haben a 
hadracha vi azoy tzu firen nuch der 
chasuna — if you study this," he explained 
to them, "than you will know how to 
conduct yourselves once you are married." 

It is a tradition among the tzaddikim 
that studying the Ohr HaChaim is a 
segulah for yiras shomayim. (Rav Yosef 
Greenwald of Pupa). 

The commentary of the Ohr 
HaChaim on parshas Achrei Mos 
especially VaYikra (8:13) Kemaasay Eretz 
Mitzroyim, is a source and fountain for 
drawing good character traits and yiras 
shomayaim.  

(Rav Eliezer Zisha of Skulen) - (Ner 
Maarvi, page 213). 

 

Segulah for Zera Shel Kayama 

The Amshinover Rebbe Shlit’a said 
that it is a well-known tradition from 

tzaddikim that studying the commentary of 
the Ohr HaChaim on the pasuk VeHigadat 
LeVincha BaYom HaHu, on the Seder 
Night is a segulah for having zera shel 
kayama , children that will live and be 
healthy. 

Rav Yosef Meir of Spinka once 
showed Rav Dovid Sparber of Broshov a 
section in the Ohr HaChaim and pointed 
out that it was a segulah for children. 
When this was told to Rav Simcha Bunim 
of Ger, the Rebbe said, “The entire Sefer 
Ohr HaChaim is a segulah for having 
children, it is well-known that he himself 
had no children and so he put that power 
and energy investing it into the entire sefer. 

(Ner Maarvi, page 215). 

 

Segulah as a Preparation for 
Shabbos 

Many Rebbes and Tzaddikim 
studied and taught a shiur in Ohr 
HaChaim on Leil Shishi, Thursday night, as 
a hachana, a preparation, for Shabbos 
Kodesh, including: Rav Moshe Yehoshua 
and Rav Yisrael of Vizhnitz; Rav 
Menachem Mendel of Deeshz; Rav 
Avrohom Elimelech of Karlin HY”D; Rav 
Yochanan of Karlin who said, “besides the 
fact that it uplifts all who study it, it is a 
preparation for Shabbos and it is a segulah 
to uplift the spiritual levels for all who 
engage in learning the Ohr HaChaim, each 
according to their respective level,” and 
that “Az MiLernt Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh 
Donerstog BeiNacht Hat Der Yedid Nefesh 
an underen ta'am! — If you study the holy 
Ohr HaChaim Thursday Night then your 
song Yedid Nefesh on Shabbos will have a 
different feel and flavor!"  

(Rav Avrohom of Slonim, Rav 
Sholom Noach of Slonim, Rav Shamshon 
Aharon of Teplick, Rav Aharon Yehudah 
Leib Vilner of Sheeris haPleita & 
Kloizenberg) (Ner Maarvi, page 214). 
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Segulah to Purify the Soul on 
Shabbos 

Because Shabbos is the Yoma 
DiNishmasa,day of the soul and the study 
of Ohr HaChaim purifies the soul and 
refines it, it is therefore a segulah to study 
it on Shabbos. 

(Rav Dovid Moshe of Tshortkov) (Ner 
Maarvi, page 215).  

 

Segulah for Emunah  

Rav Mordechai of Lechovitch and 
Rav Moshe Kobriner both told their 
talmidim to study the Ohr HaChaim on 
Bereishis during the month of Elul because 
it contained pure refined emunah and 
faith. 

Rav Yochanan of Karlin said that the 
Ohr HaChaim is a segulah for emunah, 
faith. 

(Ner Maarvi, page 215).


With blessings for a peaceful and meaningful Shabbos. 

 והבוטח בה ' חסד יסובבנהו!!!

Say it (especially with your children) at least once a day: 
 

Based on Chovos HaLevavos - Duties of the Heart ~ Sha 'ar HaBitachon - the Gate of Trust 
 

There are 7 qualities that Hashem has that can strengthen our trust in Him:   

1.  Hashem loves me. 

2.  Hashem is with me, wherever I may be. And He is always ready to help me. 

3.  Hashem is stronger and cleverer then anyone in the world. And He can find solutions 

 to any problem there is – even if it may seem impossible. 

4.  Hashem knows what is best for me, better even than I myself can know. 

5.  Just as He has helped me already numerous times on the path I travel, He shall help 

 me again. 

6.  No one can do anything at all to help me or harm me, besides Hashem who controls  

 everything over the entire world. 

7. The Master of the World desires and searches for ways to act with chesed – loving kindness 

 more than the nicest, kindest person you could ever imagine. 

 

גילה בת ציפורה פראנסיס     לרפואה שלימה
ציפורה בת גילה  לרפואה שלימה     

  לזכר ולעילוי נשמת

  דבורה בת ומרת יוטא רחל חיה ב� שלו�' ר
ה"דוד ע' מרת ליבא חיה בת ר  

Refuah Sheleimah  
מרדכי צבי ב� מינדל אסתר לאה  
 יחיאל מיכל ב� דבורה 
 יסל בת אידל סומאז  
 גיטל בת דבורה 
רבקה בת מלכה  
 פסח גרשו� ב� שיינא דבורה 

 צילא בת חיה שרה  
 אלטר שמעו� יחזקאל ב� רחל חנה 
 מתתיהו הירש ב� שולמית בילה    
 מרגלית בת מלכה     
 ל זציפורה רבקה בת אביבה רי   
 שמואל בצלאל ב� לאה רבקה     

Besoch She'ar Cholei Yisrael 
 


