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  Why does techiyas hameisim seem to us  

an astounding phenomenon while we take  

the growth of wheat for granted? 

How can we do the hishtadlus required of us 

while still believing that Hashem alone 

 runs the world, without any medium 

Miracles vs. Nature 
Hashem runs the world via two "modes": the natural 

mode and the miracle mode. What is the difference 

between the two? 

We use the word "nature" to describe a course of 

events that repeats itself again and again, like the rising 

of the sun each morning and the growing of vegetation. 

Miracles are one-time occurrences that we are 

unaccustomed to, like the Ten Makkos in Mitzrayim, 

krias Yam Suf, and nes Chanukah. 

We are used to thinking of nature as a system of cause 

and effect. It seems to us that there are natural reasons 

for life's events. When we see that two incidents repeat 

themselves in the same sequential order, we tend to 

believe that one causes the other. When instance A is 

repeatedly followed by instance B, we conclude that 

instance A is the cause or reason for instance B. For 

example, since after we eat we usually feel full, we 

reason that food is what makes us feel satiated. Or, 

since most of the time, when we dress in thick clothing 

we become warm, we deduce that wearing clothes is 

what causes our bodies to warm up. We even express it 

that way in language, saying that food fills you and 

clothing makes you warm. 

Researchers spend years exploring the course of events 

of life and then establishing the laws of nature: which 

conditions and situations bring about which outcome. If 

they do not come up with an explanation for a certain 

order of events, they will maintain that there must be a 

natural reason for the phenomenon; they just haven't 

found it yet. Our thinking also works that way. If our 

child wakes up with fever in the morning, we will 

instantly try to find a reason for it – was the room too 

cold at night, or did he catch it from a classmate? We 

confidently presume that all of life's events fit neatly 

into the cause-and-effect structure we have devised. 

The truth could not be further from that.  

Hashem constantly renews the world's existence. The 

world was created close to six thousand years ago, and 

it has not continued to run on its own since then. The 

Baal Shem Tov expounds on the passuk "Forever, 

Hashem, Your word stands in the heavens" (Tehillim 

119:89), that the ten ma'amarim, the ten "utterances" 

with which Hashem created the world, continue to 

create and maintain the world's existence every single 

moment. Hashem continues to feed life to the world 

every moment with His utterance and without it the 

world would revert to desolation. 

We might compare this world to a giant moonwalk – the 

plastic device that inflates to become a jumping 

attraction for children. The moonwalk is connected to a 

motor, a huge, powerful pump that blows air into it. As 

long as the pump is functioning, the moonwalk stays 
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upright. But the minute the pump is shut, the device will 

flop down and crumple to the ground. Likewise, 

Hashem constantly gives life to the world – but, there is 

a big difference between the inflated moonwalk and 

Hashem's world. When the moonwalk collapses, its 

rubber casing remains, whereas the world – which was 

created from nothingness – would revert back to total 

nothingness were it not for the life Hashem infuses in it. 

When we understand this – that Hashem alone "did and 

does and will do for all creations"; that He is the Creator 

and Sustainer Who runs every detail of the world every 

moment – it is obvious that there cannot be natural 

reasons or causes for anything in the world. Hashem is 

called the "Reason of all reasons." Whatever happens in 

the world happens only because Hashem chose to make 

it happen at that moment. The only reason for any 

occurrence is Hashem's will. Hashem is the One Who 

creates food and clothing, and He alone satiates and 

warms us; it is merely the sequence of things that 

deludes us into believing that food and clothing have 

the power to provide satiation and warmth. In truth, no 

creation in the world has any power; they all exist only 

through Hashem's power sustaining them at every 

moment. 

There is essentially no difference between nature and 

miracles; the only difference is the frequency of events. 

Hashem creates and renews both phenomena and He is 

the only reason and cause for both of them, but the 

occurrences He conducts several times in the same 

sequence are classified as "nature," while a diversion of 

the usual routine is called a "miracle." 

 

 

 

 

In the brachah of "Mechaye meisim" in Shemoneh Esrei, 

we praise Hashem, "Who sustains the living with 

kindness, revives the dead with much mercy." These 

seem to be completely different deeds: Hashem's 

sustenance of His creatures is a daily, ordinary 

occurrence, while the revival of the dead is a one-time 

miracle that will happen at the end of days. However, 

with a deeper perspective, we will realize that the two 

are similar, if almost identical, and are thus 

appropriately mentioned in the same context. 

For his sustenance, man plants seeds in the ground, 

which then rot, and incredibly, Hashem sprouts from 

these rotten seeds robust, fresh wheat stalks which can 

then be processed into flour and bread! This is exactly 

what happens to a person who dies. He is buried in the 

earth, his body decomposes, and at techiyas hameisim, 

the remnants of his bones will grow into a new body 

with a new, fresh spirit. 

Why does techiyas hameisim seem to us an astounding 

phenomenon, while the yearly growth of wheat we 

consider something routine and ordinary? There is one 

difference between the two: the growth of crops 

repeats itself every year, and we therefore categorize it 

in our preset cause-and-effect system, while techiyas 

hameisim, to which we are not accustomed, remains 

outside the laws of nature. 

The truth is that Hashem alone sustains the living and 

revives the dead; "there is none else besides Him." He 

alone maintains the whole of creation – miracles and 

nature alike. 

 

 

To be continued…

 


