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עט סעיף ד סימן  

צואת כלב אי דינו כצואת אדם בדין  
While צואת אדם is not commonly found outside,  צואת
 is quite common.  An extremely relevant questions ,כלב
arises, does צואת כלב have the halachic status of  צואת
 The answer to this question will have tremendous ?אדם
ramifications for many of us.  If צואת כלב has the status 
of צואת אדם, one would have to ensure, before he 
makes a beracha or discuses Torah while walking in the 
street, that he is not within four amos1 from the place 
where the smell of the צואת כלב ends and one must also 
make sure that there is no צואת כלב in front of him as 
far as his eye sees just like with צואת אדם. 
The Mechaber in סימן עט סעיף ד writes that if צואת כלב 
has a bad smell then it has all the halachos of צואת אדם.  
If there is no bad smell to the צואת כלב then it has the 
status of צואה of other animals (i.e. not like צואת אדם) 
where there exists no obligation to distance oneself. 

According to the Mechaber one must be very careful 
when walking outside, sitting in a park or any other such 
place where צואת כלב is commonly found.  Furthermore, 
if one realized that he made a beracha or the like within 
four amos of a bad smelling צואת כלב he would have to 
repeat the beracha.  Even though the Mishna Berura2 
paskens that if the צואה was outside one’s four amos but 
was visible in front of him, he need not repeat the  דברים
 that were recited, nonetheless it is forbidden שבקדושה
in the first instance to recite דברים שבקדושה in such a 
situation.   Another somewhat common scenario is 
someone who realizes that he had צואת כלב on his shoe.  
Again, if it is a bad smelling צואת כלב all the berachos 
one had recited during that period would have to be 
repeated.  
The Mishna Berura3 brings the opinion of the Mogen 
Avroham that צואת כלב does not have the status of  צואת
 one may צואת כלב As long as one cannot smell the  .אדם
                                                           
1 Six to eight feet. 
 סימן פא ס"ק י"ג ודלא כשיטת הרבינו יונה 2
 סימן עט ס"ק כד 3

recite דברים שבקדושה.  According to the Mogen 
Avroham, even if one finds צואת כלב on his shoe as long 
as he cannot smell the צואה he is permitted to recite 
   .דברים שבקדושה
The Mishna Berura does not follow the Mogen Avroham 
completely.  The Mishna Berura paskens that when it 
comes to Kriyas Shema that was said in proximity to 
 one must repeat the Kriyas Shema as opposed צואת כלב
to tefillah that need not be repeated. However, the 
Shulchan Aruch HaRav follows the Mogen Avroham and 
therefore we have a valid grounds to be lenient in the 
above situations not to be concerned for צואת כלב.  
 

 סימן פא סעיף א
 

 דין צואת קטן

There is no specific age from which a child’s צואה has the 
halachic status of צואה.  The halachic status of צואה 
becomes relevant when the child is of the age where he 
could potentially eat a kezayis4 of grain within the period 
of time referred to as בכדי כילתה פרס.  There are 
different opinions in the poskim as to the exact length 
of this time.  The shortest amount is two minutes and 
the longest nine minutes.  Since it is a Biblical prohibition 
to recite דברים שבקדושה in close proximity to צואה, we 
would utilize the nine minute shiur for our purposes.  
The Mishna Berura explains that the shiur can be 
measured using cooked or baked food as well.  In our 
times there are cereals on the market that are 
manufactured for infants in a way that even a very 
young child could eat the requisite amount of food in 
the proper amount of time.  This would lead to a 
stringency that children’s צואה would become 
problematic at an earlier age.  The Shulchan Hatahor in 
name of יעב"ץ sets the age at 1 year old.  The Misgeres 
HaShulchan places it earlier at 3 months, this would 
seem to be more in line with our מציאות (reality) today.   

4 ‘Olive size’ amount of food (18.8g or 27g according to the 
Grach No’eh, 33g or 50g according to Chazon Ish)   



Kollel Beis HaTalmud Chaburah 

 סימן פד

Prohibited speech in a mikvah 

The use of mikvaos has increased in 
recent years with many shuls even 
having their own mikvaos.  Therefore 
the halachos of what one is permitted 
to say in the mikva area is of great 
relevance to many of us. 

The following chart describes the three 
halachic ‘rooms’ in a mikvah (beis 
hamerchatz) setting and describes the 
permitted activities in each room. 

 Description 
of Room

Reciting 
דברים 
 שבקדושה
(Kriyas Shema, 
making 
berachos, 
learning 
Torah) 

שאילת 
 שלום
(greeting 
someone 
with the 
word שלום) 

Outer 
Room 

כל העומדים 
 שם לבושים

Yes Yes 

Middle 
Room 

קצת *
לבושים 
וקצת 
ערומים

No5 Yes 

Inner 
Room 

 No No כולם ערומים

  

*Can one make a beracha or discuss Torah in the 
‘changing room’ (middle room) at a time where 
everyone in the room is dressed? 

There is a dispute amongst the poskim in a situation 
where there is no one currently ערום in the middle 
room.  Some say, in such a circumstance, it has the 
status of the outer room and one may recite 
berachos and the like.  Others maintain that since 
this room generally has ערומים one may not recite 

                                                           
5 However, one may contemplate Torah ideas even when 
facing an ערוה. [Rama and MB 5] 
6 See Minchas Yitzchok 1:54 who also rules leniently on this 
issue. 
7 The Chazon Ish holds that if the צואה does not touch the 
walls of the bathroom or the walls are made from metal (a 

 even when no one there is דברים שבקדושה
presently ערום.  

The following is how the poskim rule on this issue.  

 The Mishna Berura brings 
both opinions but does not issue a 
definitive ruling on the matter. 
 The Aruch HaShulchan does 
not bring the dispute at all which 
would seem to indicate that he is 
stringent. 
 The Shulchan Aruch HaRav 
also rules stringently, clearly stating 
that even if everyone is clothed, the 
middle room retains its status. 
 The Maharsham is lenient.6  

  

Did you know? 
 סימן פג

1.  One may not recite דברים שבקדושה in proximity 
to a toilet (that has been previously used) even if 
the toilet is completely clean and there is no bad 
smell emanating. [Mechaber 1] 

2.  According to the Mishna Berura the above 
prohibition is Biblical.  Therefore in a case of doubt 
(e.g. one is not sure if the toilet was ever used) one 
must be stringent.  The Chazon Ish was of the 
opinion that saying דברים שבקדושה near a clean 
but used toilet is only a Rabbinic prohibition. [MB 2, 
Dirshu note 1] 

3.  A place that has not been specifically designated 
as a bathroom, but people regularly relieve 
themselves there, has the halachic status of a 
bathroom. [MB 3] 

4.  Whether the walls of a bathroom have the 
halachic status of the toilet itself, and thus one may 
not recite דברים שבקדושה if they can see the walls 
of a bathroom, is a machlokes haposkim.7 [MB 5] 

material that does not become a graf shel re’i) one may say 
 in front it.  This holds true especially in our דברים שבקדושה
times where are bathrooms do not necessarily have the 
status of a בית הכסא altogether (see Dirshu note 10) The 
Sheivet HaLeivi disagrees. [Dirshu note 8] 



5. What is the status of a pipe that carries צואה from 
one place to another? [Dirshu note 9] 

 Rav Shlomo Zalman Aurebach: It does not 
have the status of a בית הכסא irrespective of 
what it is made from. 

 Rav Chaim Kanievsky: If it is made from 
earthenware it has the status of a בית הכסא. 

 Tesshuvos Ohr Letziyon: It has the status of a 
 even if it is made from metal.8 בית הכסא

6.   One should be careful not to recite  דברים
 if a toilet is visible even if only through a שבקדושה
window. [MB 5] 

7.  One may recite  דברים
 in close שבקדושה
proximity to a bathroom 
(or toilet) that has not yet 
been used.  One may not 
recite דברים שבקדושה 
inside such a place and if 
one does he is not yotzei 
and must repeat Kriyas 
Shema. [MB 7]  

 סימן פה

8.  Being careful not to recite דברים שבקדושה in 
unclean places is a segula for a long life. [Dirshu 
note 1] 

9.  One may not even think about דברים שבקדושה 
in a bathroom or near צואה [Mechaber 2] 

10.  One should not contemplate dikduk in the 
bathroom because this will inevitably cause him to 
think about pesukim.9 [MB 5] 

11.  One who works in a place where there is a bad 
smell and has become accustomed to it to the 
extent that it no longer bothers him may still not 
recite דברים שבקדושה in that place.10 [MB 7] 

12.  One should, in the first instance, try to control 
his thoughts in the bathroom not to think about 
Torah concepts.  But, if he cannot control himself 

                                                           
8 He reasons that a pipe is worse than a typical בית הכסא, 
which when made from metal does not have the status of a 
 He explains that these pipes are constantly full of  .בית הכסא
 thereby causing absorption in materials that under ,צואה
normal circumstances do not absorb. 
9 See end of Dirshu note 4. 
10 Since the average person is still bothered by the smell. 

 .he has not transgressed any prohibition (אונס)
[MB 8] 

13.  One may speak mundane (non-Torah related) 
ideas in a bathroom or bathhouse even in  לשון
 [Mechaber 2] 11.הקודש

14.  One may not mention the name of Hashem in 
a bathroom/bathhouse even in another language 
(e.g. G-d). [MB 10] 

 סימן פו

15.  One need not distance himself from vomit, as 
long as it does not have a bad smell.  [Dirshu note 

2, see also סימן עו Dirshu note 
26] 

16.  One need not distance 
himself from body odor.  
[Dirshu note 2] 

 סימן פז

17.  One may not say  דברים
 in front of a שבקדושה
receptacle that is specifically 
used to collect צואה or מי רגלים, 
and has been used at least 

once, even if it is perfectly clean and has no bad 
smell. [MB 1] 

18.  The above is only true if the receptacle is made 
from earthenware, wood, or porcelain and has no 
other consistent use besides collecting צואה and  מי
 [Mechaber 1, MB 2]  .רגלים

19.  One may sat דברים שבקדושה in front of a 
receptacle that is made from glass or earthenware 
that is covered in a metal and is clean.12 [Mechaber 
1, MB 5] 

20.  If there is an obstruction that is ten tefachim 
high and ends within three tefachim of the ground13 
between the מי רגלים and the person, saying  דברים
 this would be צואה is permitted.  But for שבקדושה
insufficient.  [MB 9] 

11 See Mishna Berura 9 that there is a place to be stringent 
no to speak לשון הקודש in the bathroom. 
12 Earthenware is covered in glass is disputed amongst the 
poskim. The Mishna Berura does not offer a ruling on the 
matter.  
13 For example, a bed that is ten tefachim high and within 
three tefachim of the ground.   
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THE CHANCE OF YOUR LIFETIME! 
Dear Reader! First of all I want to wish you an 
enjoyable and restful Shabbos, and I hope you have 
enjoyed the articles appearing in this newsletter from 
the various shiurim and chaburos in the Melbourne 
community. A lot of time and preparation goes into 
making this newsletter a possibility each week, and I 
would therefore like to thanks those involved for 
setting aside from their own time each week in order 
to make this publication a reality. 

I want to ask you a question, dear reader. Have you 
ever learned through all of Hilchos Tefillah with the 
Mishnah Berurah? In case you answered yes; how 
long time ago? Could it really be that one comes to 
shule to daven each day – three times – and does not 
know or remember the proper halachos of how to 
daven Shemonei Esrei? Wouldn’t it be worthwhile to 

devote approximately 20 minutes a day to master this 
vital area of halacha?  

In Orchos Yosher (Tefillah), R’ Chaim Kanievsky shlit”a 

writes, that knowing Hilchos Tefillah takes 
precedence over any other learning. When a person 
comes to stand in front of the King, he needs to know 
that there are a number of halachos that needs to be 
adhered to. Although they may seem detailed and 
tedious, we should know that keeping these halachos 
make or break our tefillos. We all want our tefillos to 
be accepted, and there can be no better segulah than 
mastering these halachos properly. 

Well, there is some good news to share. THIS SUNDAY 
(February 7th) thousands of Jewish people from Eretz 
Yisroel to South Africa, from Europe to the States, 
from Australia to Russia, will start learning a page of 
Mishnah Berurah a day. This Sunday we will start 
Siman 89 which starts Hilchos Tefillah in the Mishnah 
Berurah.  

The pace is as follows: Every day from Sunday-
Thursday we learn one amud of the Mishnah Berurah 
(resulting in 2.5 daf a week). Friday and Shabbos are 
set aside for chazarah (review). (The monthly tests 
with attached stipends are optional for those that 
want the extra challenge). 

If you find it too difficult to learn it with a chavrusa or 
by yourself, join a daily shiur and get started. 

Invest 20 minutes a day – and enjoy knowing, 
mastering, and living your life according to halacha. 

These are the words of the Chofetz Chayim, that he 
wrote in his introduction to the Mishnah Berurah:  

‘Even though a person learning areas like Taharos 
and Kodoshim definitely fulfils the mitzvah of 
Talmud Torah, nevertheless a person’s main learning 

should be a learning that brings to ‘ma’aseh’ - 
actions…..The Shach in Yoreh Deah (Siman 246) 

writes similarly, that there is an obligation to learn 
halachos every day, in order that the learning will 
bring one to practically fulfil all the laws…’ 

B’hatzlacha! 

 
 

 

 




