
UNRAVEL THE WORLD
By Rabbi David Ashear, Author of Living Emunah (Artscroll)
 
Three people recently approached me, each asking 
a similar question. "I know that Hashem only does 
good, but what could possibly be good about the 
pain I am going through now?" One had shalom 
bayis problems, one struggled with shidduchim and 
the third was ill. It is easy to learn about Hashem's 
goodness and talk about it, giving chizuk to others. 
However, when a person himself is in a difficult 
situation, it is not so easy to feel it.
What is the answer to their question? How can 
painful situations possibly be good? It is very hard 
for us to understand, because we have such a narrow 
view of life. There is so much more going on than 
meets the eye. When Rabbi Akiva was suffering 
at the hands of the Romans, the angels in Heaven 
asked Hashem how this could possibly be good. 
Hashem responded, "For you to understand this, I 
would have to unravel the entire world and explain 
everything from the beginning of time." Everything 
is interconnected. There are past lives, gilgulim and 
tikunim, which are beyond our comprehension.
I am reminded of a story told by the Chafetz Chaim 
about a man with a difficult life. All he did was 
complain. Finally, it was revealed to him that in a 
previous life, his faults did not allow him to enter the 
highest parts of Gan Eden. His soul wanted nothing 
more than to be close to Hashem forever, and begged 
for a chance to return to this world as a kapparah. He 
had been shown how difficult his life would be.  Now, 
he was complaining about a life he had begged for.
One day, it will be clear, and we will thank and praise 
Him for dealing with us as He did,. For now, we trust 
that what we are going through is good.  

THE CORNERSTONES OF JUDAISM
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow, director, Ani Maamin Foundation

Based on excerpts from the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with 
permission from the publisher.

The basis for awareness of G-d is not faith. Faith allows for an element of 
doubt. Rather, its basis is evidence, what we have seen with our own eyes.

The Torah uses exactly the same words to refer to yetzias Mitzrayim as to 
Matan Torah: v’atem ra’isem. The two fundamental truths on which all of 
Judaism rests stand entirely on the basis of actual evidence of the senses. 
Since they were seen, heard and experienced simultaneously by so many 
hundreds of thousands of people, any possibility of deception is ruled out.

Accordingly, these two fundamental truths share the highest degree of 
certainty; they transcend mere opinion and belief and belong to the realm 
of knowledge and facts, as certain as our own existence and that of the world 
around us. They should serve as cornerstones of all our other knowledge.

And what is the factual basis for these truths? The Torah refers to yetzias 
Mitzrayim, a fundamental event we witnessed with our own eyes. More than 

Every part of the human body demonstrates the infinite wisdom 
of Hashem. If you think about it, the feet are a very small base on 
which to support such a large body. However, because of the way 
our heels and toes are shaped, we are able to balance ourselves 
on the balls of the feet and not tip over. Also, walking would be 
much harder if we didn't have shoes to cover our feet! We could 
easily cut ourselves by stepping on sharp rocks, and we would be 
limited in where we could go for fear of getting hurt. Even simple 
things like feet and shoes are gifts from Hashem. 
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any other nation, we owe Hashem everything. 
Everything Mitzrayim took from us was 
returned by Hashem: our individuality, the 
right to acquire possessions, the possessions 
themselves. Therefore, we belong only to Him. 
He alone rules over our lives and our property.

On this condition, we were freed. Only total 
subservience to Hashem frees us from servitude 
to man. We left avdus Pharaoh and entered 
avdus Hashem. And in Hallel, our national 
anthem, we sing “Ani avdecha ben amasecha, 
pitachta l’moseirai”—I am Your servant from 
birth, for You opened the chains of my slavery.

Therefore, Hashem says, "v’heyisem li segulah 
mikol ha’amim, ki li kol ha’aretz, va’atem tihyu li 
mamleches kohanim v’goy kadosh." A segulah is 
something that has no relationship to anyone 
except its owner. Applied to our relationship 
with Hashem, it sets a fundamental condition: 
we are completely, exclusively His, in every 
aspect of our nature, in all our aspirations. Our 
existence is dependent upon Him alone. He, 
and no other force, shapes our way of life.

Why? Ki li kol ha’aretz. Ours should not be 
an exceptional relationship—it should exist 
between Me and everyone on earth. All of 
mankind is Mine. All nations are Mine. I am 
educating them to become Mine.

To achieve this, you must become My 
mamleches kohanim and goy kadosh. Each and 
every one of you is to be a kohen, allowing your 
actions to be regulated by Me and accepting ol 
malchus shamayim and living up to it. Through 
your living example, you spread knowledge 
of Hashem. The impression made by your 
community should be a goy kadosh, holy to 
G-d. You must be a unique nation, a people that 
does not seek to achieve its own glory, but the 
establishment of Hashem’s kingdom on earth. 

SONG OF CONNECTION
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

On Shabbos Chol Hamoed Pesach, we have an ancient custom to read Shir 
Hashirim before leining. Shir Hashirim is written in the form of a love song 
between a chasan and a kallah, but that is merely a mashal. In reality, it alludes 
to the love that exists between Hakadosh Baruch Hu and His people, Klal 
Yisrael. Hashem enumerates our praises for having shown our loyalty to 
Him throughout history and bitter exile, while we in turn sing of His endless 
kindness in protecting and preserving us throughout all our travails.

In his commentary on Shir Hashirim, Rashi quotes a statement from Rabbi 
Akiva: "The world was not worthy of the day that Shir Hashirim was given to 
Yisrael, for all the Scriptures are holy, but Shir Hashirim is holy of holies." To 
this, Rabbi Elazar ben Azariah adds, “For it is all fear of heaven and acceptance 
of the yoke of His kingdom.”

Shir Hashirim is unique among the other prophetic songs in that there was no 
external motivation for Shlomo Hamelech to author it.  He hadn't been saved 
from an enemy, as was the case for Shiras HaYam, or granted a long-awaited son, 
as Chana had been. He simply reflected on how magnificent it is to be connected 
to Hakadosh Baruch Hu, and began to sing.

The connection of Shir Hashirim to Pesach is most obvious. On Pesach, the 
Jewish people became betrothed to Hashem, with our chuppah planned for 
Shavuos. So we sing eternally to Hashem, thanking Him for letting us be 
connected, and for having been chosen to be His beloved people.

This element of spontaneous joy in our relationship to Hashem is fundamental 
to everything we do. As rhe Ramchal writes, "For you already know that what 
is most desirable in the service of the Creator is the desire of the heart and the 
longing of the soul."

The more we look around at the bankrupt society in which we live, the more 
exultant we should be over having been chosen by Hashem Yisbarach to be His 
special nation. Whatever the nations do never goes further than this world. 
They have no roadmap to Olam Haba. Klal Yisroel has been given a manual for 
successful living, culminating in a share in the World to Come.

This is the result of Hashem’s promise, "I will take you to Me as a people, and I 
will be to you as a G-d." May we have the zechus to appreciate that gift, and to 
make the utmost use of it.  

SMALLEST TO GREATEST

Who feeds this massive creature?

The blue whale is the largest creature on earth. It lives on tiny shrimp-like creatures called krill, 
found in the ocean by the millions, but not everywhere. A blue whale migrates thousands of miles 
from its summer breeding grounds to winter feeding grounds. It needs no GPS—it knows the way.

How does a giant creature trap such tiny animals? A blue whale has no teeth. Instead, its jaws are 
lined with whalebone plates called baleen that functions as a sifter. The whale opens its monstrous 
mouth, sucks in gallons of water, and then spits out the water through the holes in the baleen. The 
krill don’t fit through the holes, and the blue whale gets its meal, made to order!   
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