
 

 Parshas Ki Sisa 5776 Volume 2 - Issue 46 

Leap of Faith 
Feeding an Animal on Shabbos 

Gedalia Gorilla was riding in the backseat 

with the Berger family one bright Erev 

Shabbos (see last week’s article Monkeying 

Around). They were on their way home from 

a relaxing family vacation. Rabbi Berger 

decided to take the scenic route. Along the 

way, they drove through a historic village. 

The shops and houses 

were so quaint and 

authentic.   

“Wow, now that's an 

old drawbridge,” 

remarked Yossi. “It's so 

primitive that it has to be 

hand cranked." 

"Look, there's even an old man in a booth 

looking out for passing ships,” Shmuli 

noticed. "Is that a ship I see coming?”  

 

Sure enough, an awfully slow-moving 

barge was headed up the river, in the 

direction of the bridge. Down came the 

barricades, just as the Berger car was about 

to cross the bridge. 

"Yippee, now we can see the drawbridge 

actually being raised,” squealed the children 

in delight.  

“Oh no! That can take a whole hour. I still 

have plenty of work to do once we get home, 

in order to get ready for Shabbos," Mrs. 

Berger worried. "I really hope we make it 

home on time." 

“We'll cross that bridge when we get 

there,” Rabbi Berger said 

calmly. 

Rabbi Berger had 

Gedalia come out of the 

car, and made some hand 

motions towards it. 

Suddenly, the gorilla 

lifted the car with 

everyone inside. With its 

extraordinary strength, the gorilla made a 

running jump over the roadblock. He ran up 

the ramp of the slowly-opening bridge and 

leaped over the enlarging gap, landing safely 

on the other side. The ape staggered back 

into the car and off they went. Now they 

would surely be home on time for Shabbos. 

After a couple of minutes, Binyamin, who was 

sitting next to Gedalia, noticed that he didn't 

look so good. 

“Tatty, I think Gedalia is sick. Maybe all 

that heavy lifting wasn't such a good idea," 

said Binyamin. 
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How was Binyamin’s new Shabbos 
alarm clock working? 

Get Excitement in Halacha 

"Oh my, the Gorilla just chalished!" 

exclaimed Mrs. Berger, as she turned around 

and saw the ape faint.  

“I am going to call the vet right away,” 

Rabbi Berger said, handling the emergency 

with poise. “Velvel, the gorilla collapsed from 

over-exertion. What do you suggest we do?” 

“I will meet you at your home with my 

equipment.”  

When they got home, Velvel was already 

there waiting. He strung the gorilla up in a 

bed with an intravenous 

and feeding tube.  

“Gedalia is getting all 

the nutrients necessary 

through these machines. 

If he grunts, he just wants 

to enjoy a mango. With a 

little bit of rest, he 

should be up and 

running again,” Velvel assured them. 

After the Friday night meal, Baruch and 

Rabbi Berger checked up on Gedalia. "Tatty, 

the gorilla is grunting. Should I peel a mango 

for it?"  

Putting food or water in front of your bees 

is prohibited on Shabbos, since they can get 

food on their own. Therefore, the rabbonon 

prohibited investing unnecessary energy in 

feeding them (Shulchon Aruch 324:11, 

Mishnah Brurah 324:29).   

On the other hand, it is permitted to chop 

up pumpkins to make them edible for one’s 

animal, even though it takes effort (Shulchon 

Aruch 324:6, Mishnah Brurah 324:15). 

 

The reason preparing food for an animal 

is prohibited is because that it is considered 

unnecessary effort. If an animal is in pain, 

because it lacks its needs, then it is permitted 

because of tzaar baalei chayim (Shulchon 

Aruch 324:4, Mishnah Brurah 324:13). It 

seems then, that to prepare food for an 

animal whose needs are 

satisfied through tubes 

would be prohibited, 

since it is not in pain 

without it. 

“I’m sorry, Baruch, I 

guess Gedalia won’t be 

getting a mango,” 

responded Rabbi Berger. 

“Gedalia sacrificed for 

us to keep Shabbos, I’m sure Hashem will 

make him better without the mango,” piped 

up Shmuli.   

If an animal is getting all of its necessary 
nutrients, is it permitted to prepare for it 
on Shabbos another food that it desired? 
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