
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 היא מוצאת והיא שלחה אל חמיה )לח:כה(
She was being taken out, and she sent word to her father-in-law (38:25) 

The Gemara in Bava Metzia (59a) states that from here we learn that it is better 
that a person throw himself into a fiery furnace than to publicly embarrass someone. 
Seemingly, when Tamar sent the signet ring and the wrappings and she said,  לאיש אשר'

 By the man to whom these belong, I am pregnant’. However, the‘ -  אלה לו אנכי הרה'
messenger knows who sent these items and she is still embarrassing Yehuda before the 
messenger. The Gri”l Diskin, ztvk”l, explains: The Torah uses the expression of saying 
twice, לאמר "והיא שלחה אל חמיה"  – “And she sent word to her father-in-law, saying”, 
and then הכר נא" "ותאמר  – “And she said, ‘Recognize, if you please’”. That is, she sent 
two messengers, one “By the man to whom these belong I am pregnant” and the second 
one she sent “the signet and the wrappings”. One messenger did not know of the other, 
and we find that Yehuda was not embarrassed at all. (Lehisadein B'Ahavascha) 

 

Staten Island Z’manim 

 לכל זמן ועת
 

The Gemara (Sotah 36b) states that when Yosef was about to sin with Potiphar’s wife, 

he saw his father Yaakov’s image and it warned him that if he would sin, he would not be 

included with his brothers. Rav Yaakov Galinsky pointed out that Yaakov’s message was not 

that he would be punished in Gehinom, nor was it a harsh beating. It was this simple 

message: recognize what you stand to gain and what you stand to lose, and only act after you 

have considered that. This is the proper way for us to act and to educate our children to act as 

well, to consider the benefits and losses involved to determine whether each action will be 

worth acting upon or not. 
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 Orchos Chaim L’HaRosh 
4. Distance yourself from scoffing and ridiculing as much as possible 

Rav Yechezkel Levenstein, zt”l, writes that scoffing and ridiculing indicate that one does not recognize the truth about something. He 

quotes the Rabbeinu Yonah who teaches that these are character traits which display that one does not recognize the importance of Torah.    

Rav Yisroel Salanter, zt”l, taught that if one does not learn Mussar, he will end up ridiculing Yiras Shamayim, fear of Heaven. Mussar teaches 

the importance of this and will give one the proper perspective when it comes to Yiras Shamayim. Rav Mordechai Gifter, zt”l, Rosh Yeshivah 

of the Telshe Yeshivah, once taught that Leitzanus, cynicism, is extremely destructive. One who is a Leitz takes everything that is held high and 

knocks it down. He portrays everything that has Kedushah, holiness, and tries to demonstrate the profane side of it. Rav Yissochar Frand quotes 

the Mesilas Yesharim, which states that in the military, they have discovered that one could prevent an incoming arrow from penetrating a 

protective shield by covering the shield with a slippery or greasy substance. In this way, the arrows bounce or slide right off the shield and are 

unable to penetrate it. Similarly, he writes, Mussar is intended to be an arrow that will penetrate a person’s heart and motivate him to do 

Teshuvah. However, a single cynical comment can push away a hundred lessons in Mussar. One “good line” that cynically mocks a Mussar 

lecture deflects the incoming arrows which are intended to soften the heart of the listener, just as the grease that covers a soldier’s shield and 

deflects the incoming arrows of attack. We must be extremely careful, writes the Mesilas Yesharim, not to fall into the trap of cynicism. 

A story once happened with Rav Reuven Elbaz. He relates that he once walked by two men who were having a dispute concerning whether 

the concept of Techiyas Ha’Meisim was true or not. One of these people was an observant, Frum Jew, and the other was not yet observant. 

Understandably, the Frum Jew declared that there would one day be Techiyas Ha’Meisim, a resurrection of the dead. The other individual told 

him that it was impossible, and was absolutely, and totally unbelievable. When Rav Elbaz heard this statement, he approached the scoffer and 

said, “My friend, I promise you that you will not be among those who arise during Techiyas Ha’Meisim!” The man, slightly taken aback, asked, 

“Rabbi, why do you curse me?” The Rav replied, “I am not cursing you at all! After all, you do not believe in Techiyas Ha’Meisim. Why would 

it then bother you when I assure you that you will be excluded from an event that you do not even believe in?!” Rav Elbaz showed that skeptics 

and cynics claim to not believe in something or they mock things that should be held high in esteem, but that is only until they realize that they 

stand to lose something or not be included, and this is why one should not fall into the trap of being a scoffer or a cynic. 
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 L’Maaseh      
When Rav Meir Chadash, zt”l, 

was a young man in Russia, just 

before the first World War, he was 

caught by Russian soldiers without 

his required papers. This was a 

period of time when the goyim did 

whatever they wanted to the Jews, 

treating them like some lowly 

creature. The soldiers determined 

that this young Jewish man was 

guilty of treason and should be 

executed and they set up a firing-

squad to carry out their decision. 

Sensing that his situation was 

hopeless, Rav Chadash nervously 

began to say Vidui and Krias Shema. 

The soldier in charge of the firing-

squad demanded that Rav Chadash 

stand still and not move, since he 

was making it very difficult for the 

soldiers to aim well. Overcome with 

fear, the Rav trembled, shaking back 

and forth, and once again, the soldier 

called out harshly to him to stand 

straight. A Russian general who was 

taking his afternoon nap, woke up 

when he heard the soldier screaming. 

He looked outside to see what was 

happening, and he immediately 

scolded the soldiers for the terrible 

thing they were about to do. The 

soldiers quickly walked away, and 

Rav Meir Chadash was saved. Rav 

Chadash later said, “I decided that 

after such an incredible experience, 

my life would not be the same. I 

never wanted to forget the amazing 

miracle that saved me from certain 

death. Immediately, I made up my 

mind to take hold of this episode and 

force myself to always remember it. I 

worked very hard on my Emunah, 

my belief in Hashem, recognizing 

that if Hashem desires that I should 

remain alive, then nothing 

whatsoever will ever be an obstacle 

for me. This miracle will always be 

before me, and will help me see 

Hashem in every situation, and it will 

keep me going with anything that 

may happen to me!” Rav Chadash 

taught that sometimes people 

become complacent, despite openly 

seeing Hashem’s Hand helping them, 

and the only way to overcome this is 

to constantly work on seeing Hashem 

everywhere, and knowing that He is 

controlling every event that happens! 
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 בס"ד

The Ksav Sofer taught regarding Tefilah B’Tzibur, Davening with a Minyan, that one who does so will merit 

to be Bentched with Parnasah. He explains that the common perception amongst some people, however, is that 

they think that if they take time away from their schedules to Daven with a Minyan, they will lose Parnasah. The 

Ksav Sofer says that just the opposite is true. Any apparent loss one incurs because he went to Daven with a 

Minyan, shouldn’t disturb him, because the reality is that Tefilah B’Tzibur is an actual Segulah for Parnasah. One 

will earn much more money, because of his commitment to Daven with a Minyan. The Yismach Yisroel wrote in a 

letter to his Chassidim, “I encourage the businessmen to Daven in the Bais Medrash every morning and evening 

with a Minyan. Even if they must wait until the Minyan gathers, they should wait, and in the meanwhile they can 

learn Torah. I promise they will not lose money because of this. On the contrary, they will be blessed with 

Parnasah!” The Ponevizher Rav, zt”l, was once in Chutz La’aretz collecting money for his Yeshivah. He had an 

appointment with a very wealthy person at 7:45 in the morning, to meet at the train station. This wealthy person 

was planning to board a train at 8:00, and they would have fifteen minutes to speak before that. That morning, the 

Ponevizher Rav woke up at 7:00. (When the Ponevizher Rav later repeated this story he noted that it was the first 

time in his life that he woke up so late.) He realized that if he would Daven with a Minyan, he would miss his 

appointment. He thought for a moment that perhaps he should he should Daven by himself, since after all, the 

funds were so necessary for the Yeshivah. Then he thought that it would be best if he Davened with a Minyan, as 

he did every day, and he went to Shul. He finished Shacharis at 8:30, but decided to go to the train station anyway. 

He thought, “Maybe, for some reason, the man is still there.” The Ponevizher Rav said, “I arrived at the train 

station at 8:40, and five minutes later, the wealthy man arrived! He thought I was waiting for him for an hour and 

apologized profusely, but I explained that I had also just arrived.” The man ended up giving the Ponevizher Rav a 

check for a very large sum sufficient to support the Yeshivah for half a year. When he related this to his students, 

he said, “I am not telling you this story so you will know that one doesn’t lose out by doing a Mitzvah, because that 

is obvious, as we know from Chazal. I am showing you that one actually gains by listening to the Torah! If I would 

have Davened quickly by myself, I would have been at the train station at 7:45, and after a half hour or so, I would 

have assumed that I missed him, and I would have left. Because I decided to Daven with a Minyan, Hashem 

allowed me to get such a large donation!” 
 

       The Siddur Speaks 

A Closer Look at Davening 

 B’Kitzur… Hilchos Tefilah 
When showing a Sefer Torah to a child for him to determine if a questionable letter is Kosher or not, 

the letters that follow the letter in question may be left uncovered, however, the letters preceding it should 

be covered. Similarly, if part of the ink of a letter came off, but it left a darker mark on the Klaf, that area 

should be covered and not shown to the child, because he will likely combine it with the remaining ink and 

read it as the correct letter, and this ‘ink impression’ is not part of the letter. (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 24:6) 

 

 Middos       
The Chofetz Chaim in Sefer Ahavas Chesed teaches about the Mitzvah of lending money to others, especially 

when it is not an easy Mitzvah for one to perform. Rav Avraham Pam, zt”l, related a story which showed how not 

only are the rewards great in Olam Haba for one who lends money, but there are even rewards in this world as 

well. He told about Reb Zalman, one of Vilna’s great Talmidei Chachamim, who was also Bentched with 

enormous wealth, and he used it to be a Ba’al Chesed, always looking to do kindness and help others with his 

money. A stranger once approached, and asked him for a loan of three hundred rubles, an enormous amount of 

money. When Reb Zalman asked him for references, the man sadly replied that he was new to town and didn’t 

know anyone yet. Reb Zalman asked him, “How can I lend you such a large sum of money if you have no one who 

can assure me that you are a trustworthy person to lend money to?” The man said, “Since nobody in town knows 

me, I only have Hashem to serve as my Guarantor!” Reb Zalman replied, “If that is the case, I will surely give you 

the loan. Who can be trusted more than Hashem?” The loan was granted for three months, and when the date for 

payment arrived, the man returned with the entire sum of money. Reb Zalman was a little surprised to see him, and 

said, “What are you doing here? Your loan has already been paid up by your Guarantor, and I never take payment 

for a loan twice!” The man insisted that he wanted to pay back the money he borrowed, and they began to argue, 

with Reb Zalman claiming that Hashem had already paid the loan through many, unusually large and unexpected 

profits, that could only be the workings of Hashem. The borrower claimed that he owed the money, and he very 

much wanted to pay it back. They ended up settling on a compromise, that Reb Zalman would accept the money to 

be used exclusively for his free-loan fund, with the rewards from the Mitzvah of lending money to be divided 

equally between them. Reb Zalman understood that Hashem rewards one who lends money in many ways, one of 

which is an increase in his own wealth. Rav Pam explained that there is a dual reward for lending money to others! 
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