
 

  - 1 - 

 
 

 

(רש"י) שיתחזק אדם בהם תמיד בכל כחו - (ברכות לב:) ארבעה צריכים חיזוק   

     A Sichah from Maran HaGaon Rav Gershon Edelstein shlita   Tetzaveh 5777 

 Hesped for The Rosh Yeshivah’s 
Brother, Ha’Gaon Rav Yaakov 

Edelstein zt”l   

Dovid Ha’Melech gave a Hesped for Yehonasan by saying, 
“I am very pained over you (i.e. your loss) my brother 
Yehonasan, you were very pleasant to me.” Even though 
Yehonasan was not literally his brother, he was close to him 
like a brother is to his biological brother. This closeness is 
even more so with a biological brother who was such a good 
friend, and who loved every single Jew. He fulfilled, “And 
you should love your friend as your self,” according to the 
simple meaning of the Passuk. I am very pained over your 
loss, my brother! You were so pleasant to me!        

This is such a massive loss for all of Klal Yisrael! They are 
now missing his many merits, his special Tefilos, and all of 
his good advice that used to uncannily never fail to be correct.   

He would Daven so much for people to have the salvation 
that they needed. He would keep Davening until he was told 
they had been helped by Hashem, and no longer needed him 
to Daven. However, until he knew that they had been helped, 
he would keep on Davening for them. This is how to love 
someone else, exactly as you would love yourself              

We have lost this great influence on Klal Yisrael. We must 
take this to heart, as the Passuk in Koheles (7:2) states, “And 
one who is alive should take this to heart.”   

I am not going to speak very much now, as I do not want to 
trouble the public (to stay very long). While there is an 
obligation to say a Hesped, it is very hard for me to say a 
Hesped right now.   

Rabeinu Yonah says in Sharei Teshuvah (4:11) that when a 
person concentrates on learning Torah, despite fighting 
fatigue and sleep, it takes the place of any suffering that he 
was supposed to receive. My brother learned Torah despite 
suffering! He would expend a tremendous amount of energy 
to learn Torah properly, and to spread Torah by giving 
Shiurim in many cities across Eretz Yisrael.  

He also has the ability to influence people with his written 
words of Torah. These words of Chizuk in Emunah, that were 
very helpful to many people, were spread across the globe.  

I spoke with someone who recently visited Ramat 
Ha’Sharon (where my brother zt”l was the Rav for many 
years until his passing), and he said that he sees that many 
people there are infused with Emunah more than ever, due to 
my brother’s tremendous influence.  

Emunah is the foundation of the entire Torah. This is as the 
Gemara in Makos (24a) states, “Chavakuk came and made the 
Torah into one principle – And a righteous person will live 
with his Emunah.” A person cannot fathom the tremendous 
amount of merit that a person receives, due to his Emunah 
in Hashem. He is saved from all types of sin, and lives a 
great and happy life due to his Emunah. 

A person who influences others to have Emunah is doing a 
tremendous Chesed, and he himself must have an abundance 
of merit, as it is in his merit, that others strengthen themselves 
in Emunah. He receives credit for every good deed (as well as 
speech and thought) that results from their Emunah.  

This is the comfort that we have after my brother’s passing. 
While a person can no longer perform Mitzvos after he dies, 
the positive influence that he leaves on the world keeps 
creating more and more Mitzvos, which are added to his tally 
of Mitzvos in Heaven. This means that his portion in Gan 
Eden will constantly be increased, as there are many people 
who are constantly performing Mitzvos due to his teachings. I 
am sure that he also has Hakaras Ha’Tov to these people for 
the Mitzvos they are performing due to his influence (and 
which constantly increases his portion in Gan Eden). 

This is especially true now, when there is a great 
awakening on the part of everyone here to perform Mitzvos 
due to the influence of my brother. We should strengthen 
ourselves constantly in his merit. This is only possible if we 
learn Mussar daily. This leads people to a happy life. If a 
person will now commit to doing so in my brother’s memory, 
they will have a great merit, and it will be a great merit for 
him. He will certainly be a good advocate for anyone who 
does so.  
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Hashem should help us to fulfill our obligation to perform 
the Mitzvos! “The living should take this to heart.” “And 
death will be swallowed forever etc.” 

    Hesped Said In Ramat Ha’Sharon 

Everyone knows that the loss of the Rav is a tremendous 
loss for Ramat Ha’Sharon in particular, and for all of Eretz 
Yisrael in general. Everyone was influenced by him (in Ramat 
Ha’Sharon), and he influenced them tremendously. 

How can we define his influence? What is the most 
important type of influence? The Mishnah in Avos (1:12) 
states, “Hillel says, “Be from the students of Aharon. Love 
peace, and pursue peace.” It is not enough for a person to love 
peace. He must also pursue it. “Love people, and bring them 
close to Torah.” There are many levels of love for others, and 
my brother zt’l had a very high level of love for people. This 
enabled him to succeed to bring them close to Torah. The 
more love a person has for his fellow Jews, the more he will 
be successful in bringing them closer to Hashem. 

He indeed merited bringing people in Ramat Ha’Sharon 
closer to Torah, and in many places he influenced their 
Emunah and good Middos. 

The basis of a happy life is good Middos. It is the 
foundation of Torah. This is as Rav Chaim Vital writes in his 
Sefer Sharei Kedushah, that good Middos are not written in 
the Torah, as they are the prerequisites for acquiring Torah. 
Without having good Middos, one cannot acquire Torah. He 
will not be able to perfect himself, and every single Mitzvah 
that he performs will be somewhat lacking due to his lack of 
perfection in his Middos. 

The Rav zt”l was a paragon of highly perfected Middos. 
He excelled in the Middah of loving his fellow Jew, which is 
of utmost importance, as the Yerushalmi in Nedarim (9:4) 
states, “And you will love your friend as yourself – This is a 
great principle of the Torah.” This elevated all of the Mitzvos 
he performed to be on a very high level. 

Unfortunately, we are now lacking his great influence, and 
the living should take this to heart. 

He was a great influence in his lifetime. We hope and pray 
that now he will be a great advocate for us in Heaven, and he 
will beseech Hashem on behalf of the people of Ramat 
Ha’Sharon, and all of Klal Yisrael, that we should all have 
Siyata Dishmaya!   

He loved everyone so very much, and everyone loved him. 
He influenced people to love others, and should serve as a 
role model for us in this area. This will bring people to 
perform more Mitzvos and good deeds.  

It is a great merit for him that people are performing 
Mitzvos, due to his influence. We must all be Makir Tov to 
him, as he taught us so much! We therefore must pay him 
back by doing good deeds in his merit, which will add to his 
merits in the next world.  

May we strengthen ourselves in this way. May the family 
be comforted by Hashem. May his esteemed widow, who 
helped him so much in his lifetime, also be comforted among 
the other mourners. Hashem should comfort everyone, and 
give us strength to deal with this great loss. May we only hear 
good news. “And death will be swallowed forever, and 
Hashem will erase tears from all faces.” 

Hesped for Rav Chaim Shlomo 
Leibovitz zt”l, Rosh Yeshivas Ponevezh,  
upon his First Yahrtzeit 

One of the aspects of a Hesped is for us to take to heart the 
importance of our life’s mission, which is to perform and 
observe the Mitzvos. We must know what we are obligated to 
do, and then we must do it. 

If we do this in the merit of the person who passed away, 
all of the merits that result are added to his merits.  

There are some main areas that often require strengthening, 
such as Torah, Yiras Shamayim, and good Middos. Torah 
study is an obligation, as stated in the Passuk in Devarim 
(6:7), “And you will teach to your sons.” The Passuk in 
Yehoshua (1:8) similarly states, “And you will learn it day 
and night.” Yiras Shamayim is also an obligation, as the 
Passuk in Devarim (10:12) states, “And now, what does 
Hashem your G-d ask from you, besides to fear etc.” Yiras 
Shamayim is a very great obligation, and there are many 
levels of Yiras Shamayim that a person can attain.   

Good Middos are required. The Middah of loving one’s 
fellow Jew is of utmost importance, as the Yerushalmi in 
Nedarim (9:4) states, “And you will love your friend as 
yourself – This is a great principle of the Torah.”  

A person must try to excel in every spiritual category, and 
try to attain higher levels of spirituality within each area of 
spirituality.  

We must Daven that we should attain these levels. There 
are many Tefilos where we mention that we want to succeed 
in Torah learning, and there are many Tefilos for success in 
Yiras Shamayim. The Chazon Ish (Kovetz Igros Chazon Ish 
3:151) lists many such Tefilos. 

For example, we Daven in Birkas Ha’Torah that Hashem 
should make the Torah sweet in our mouths, and that we and 
our descendants should be people who learn Torah Lishmah. 
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We Daven in Ahavah Rabah that Hashem, “should put in our 
hearts wisdom to understand and decipher, to hear, to learn 
and teach, to guard and perform, all the words of Your Torah 
with love.” Similar, in the fourth blessing of Shemonah Esreh, 
we ask for wisdom, understanding, and knowledge. (This 
seems to be referring to Torah knowledge, see the 
commentary of the Divrei Chamudos on the Rosh in Berachos 
5:43.) We similarly ask in Shemonah Esreh that Hashem 
should return us to His Torah, and at the end of Shemonah 
Esreh, we ask that Hashem should open our heart to Torah, 
and grant us our portion of Torah. When we open the Aron 
Kodesh to take out the Sefer Torah we recite the Tefilah of 
Brich Shmei, in which we ask that Hashem should open our 
hearts to Torah. These are just some of the many requests that 
we recite for success in Torah study.  

There are similarly many requests for Yiras Shamayim. In 
the blessing of Ahavah Rabah mentioned above, we ask 
Hashem, “to dedicate our hearts to love and fear Your Name.” 
We make a similar request in the Tefilah of Uva l’Tzion 
(where we also say that Hashem should open our hearts to 
Torah). In Ashrei, we mention that Hashem does the will of 
those who fear Him.   

It is clear that we ask for these things many times 
throughout our Davening, because they are great obligations 
that we strive to fulfill.  

The only way to accomplish and truly achieve what we are 
Davening for is through studying Mussar on a daily basis. 
This gives us both types of Yiras Shamayim; Yiras Ha’Onesh 
and (the more exalted level of) Yiras Ha’Romemus. All other 
good Middos can be acquired through constant learning of 
classic Mussar Sefarim such as Mesilas Yesharim, Chovos 
Ha’Levavos, Sharei Teshuvah, and others. They explain how 
a person can fix his Middos, and give advice for how to 
become a Ba’al Middos. 

These are all obligations that every single one of us must 
fulfill. We have spoken many times about the virtues of 
studying Mussar everyday, and how it can give a person a 
completely new and happy life. 

We require Siyata Dishmaya in all of these areas that 
require strengthening. May we merit it!  

                       Studying Mussar                             
In many Yeshivos, there is a set half hour during the day 

when boys learn Mussar. I remember from when I was a 
young Bachur in Ponevezh, that when I concluded my 
Mussar Seder, I had such a great feeling! I have heard that 
many people say their life has changed for the better after 
they learn Mussar, and that their life is now filled with 

tremendous meaning. Every second of their life now has 
purpose, and hence fulfillment. They start to live a holy and 
happy life. This is not a haughty feeling (due to knowing how 
to conduct one’s life), but rather a feeling of happiness, of 
Simchah Shel Mitzvah!             

I have previously related that Rebbi Chaim Brisker once 
noticed his son, who was to become the Brisker Rav, learning 
Chovos Ha’Levavos. He told him to continue learning, as this 
is the “Shulchan Aruch of Yiddishkeit!” The Chovos 
Ha’Levavos is the Shulchan Aruch of how a Jew’s heart is 
supposed to feel, and the thoughts he is supposed to have 
throughout every stage of his life. These thoughts are 
enjoyable, and they are the Chovos Ha’Levavos (the 
obligation of our heart to think in this fashion). 

The Brisker Rav would learn a chapter of Mesilas 
Yesharim everyday in the morning, before he would go on his 
daily walk (he used to walk everyday for health reasons). He 
was constantly immersed in Torah thoughts, to the point that 
he did not say Ha’Mapil at night, as he suspected that he 
would keep thinking about Torah! I am sure there were many 
nights that he probably did not go to sleep because he was so 
absorbed in engrossing thoughts of Torah! He probably 
learned from those experiences that there was a good chance 
he would not be able to fall asleep.        

     Constantly Thinking About Torah 

The Rambam writes in Hilchos Talmud Torah (3:6) that, 
“he should not consciously think about other topics.” This is 
based on the Passuk in Yehoshua (1:8) that states, “And you 
should think about it (the Torah, meaning to have Torah 
thoughts) day and night.” This indicates that one should 
always be thinking Torah thoughts. The Gemara in Menachos 
(99b) indeed states that when Rebbi Yishmael was asked 
regarding whether it was permitted to learn Greek wisdom, he 
replied that one may do so at a time when it is neither day nor 
night.    

Of course, we have mentioned many times that one must 
make sure to take care of his bodily needs, including eating, 
sleeping, and drinking enough (and taking breaks as needed). 
However, even when he does so, he should think Torah 
thoughts, or thoughts about Hashem.         

This is as the Mesilas Yesharim (ch.1) writes, “It is 
appropriate for a person to only think about Hashem. There 
should be no other purpose in anything a person does, 
whether it is very important or not, than coming closer to 
Hashem, and to break down the barriers that exist between 
himself and his Creator! He should break down the 
physicality that holds him back, until he is drawn to Hashem 
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like metal is drawn to a magnet.” This is the definition of 
closeness to Hashem.  

The Chovos Ha’Levavos (Shar Avodas Elokim ch.5) 
writes, that there is a high level of Ahavas Hashem in which a 
person can literally fall asleep with a smile on his face and 
wake up remembering the pleasure of doing so. The Chovos 
Ha’Levavos and Mesilas Yesharim were spiritual giants who 
were keenly aware of the highest levels of Ahavas and Yiras 
Hashem.  

Rav Chaim Volozhiner zt”l told Rav Zundel from Salant 
that, “It is good to learn all of the Mussar Sefarim, but 
Mesilas Yesharim should be your guide.” This is because the 
Mesilas Yesharim gives a step-by-step guide regarding how a 
person can climb ever higher on his spiritual journey towards 
perfection in his service of Hashem. [This is why the Brisker 
Rav zt”l used to study a chapter of Mesilas Yesharim 
everyday. While he used to also learn Chovos Ha’Levavos 
sometimes, Mesilas Yesharim was the only Mussar Sefer that 
he would learn from every single day.]             

May we merit to incorporate Mussar into our lives! 

            

                                                    
 

    

                     

 
 
 
 

For donations or dedications of the Hebrew and English flyers, or to receive the sichos to your email, please 
contact: darkei.hachizuk@gmail.com 

The sichos are transcribed and translated from a weekly va’ad in Rav Gershon Edelstein’s home.  

Dedicated by the Kroll Family, Los Angeles 
 להצלחת בניהם ובנותיהם בתורה וביראת שמים


