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_ CHASSIDUS ON THE PARSHA

Dvar Torah 

Distance and Closeness 

Hashem said to Moshe, “Go up to 
the Torah telling us here? What can we learn from these words about the relationship of an 
individual with Hashem? 

There is ambivalence, explains Rav Levi Yitzchok, in the human relationship with 
Hashem. It is the dichotomy of distance and closeness. On the one hand, He is the 
Infinite, Whose existence is boundless even now as it was before He created the world. This is 
a concept that we know is true, yet cannot grasp with our limited human 
knowledge creates an inevitable chasm between us and 
the same time, we know that He is everywhere, that all existence is a divine manifestation, 
that we receive His mercy and kindness continually, that our v
dependent on them. In this sense, He is close to us, and we can relate to Him in a certain way.

The aspect of distance expresses itself in our fear of 
distance, and we express this fear by bowing to h
of closeness, however, expresses itself in our love for 
around us, and we are grateful for all the beneficence He showers down upon us at all times.

This is what the Torah is saying. “Go up to 
love for Him. However, you must also have fear of 
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A Tzaddik, or righteous person, makes everyone else appear righteous 

before Hashem by advocating for them and finding their merits.

Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)
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said to Moshe, “Go up to Hashem…and bow down from a distance.” What is 
telling us here? What can we learn from these words about the relationship of an 

There is ambivalence, explains Rav Levi Yitzchok, in the human relationship with 
. It is the dichotomy of distance and closeness. On the one hand, He is the 

Infinite, Whose existence is boundless even now as it was before He created the world. This is 
a concept that we know is true, yet cannot grasp with our limited human 
knowledge creates an inevitable chasm between us and Hashem, an unbridgeable distance. At 
the same time, we know that He is everywhere, that all existence is a divine manifestation, 
that we receive His mercy and kindness continually, that our very improbable existence is 
dependent on them. In this sense, He is close to us, and we can relate to Him in a certain way.

The aspect of distance expresses itself in our fear of Hashem. We serve Him from a 
distance, and we express this fear by bowing to him, an act of deference and fear. The aspect 
of closeness, however, expresses itself in our love for Hashem. We feel the Divine Presence all 
around us, and we are grateful for all the beneficence He showers down upon us at all times.

is saying. “Go up to Hashem.” Get close to Him, and show your 
love for Him. However, you must also have fear of Hashem, which is inevitable when you 

makes everyone else appear righteous 

by advocating for them and finding their merits. 

Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)    

…and bow down from a distance.” What is 
telling us here? What can we learn from these words about the relationship of an 

There is ambivalence, explains Rav Levi Yitzchok, in the human relationship with 
. It is the dichotomy of distance and closeness. On the one hand, He is the Ein Sof, the 

Infinite, Whose existence is boundless even now as it was before He created the world. This is 
a concept that we know is true, yet cannot grasp with our limited human minds. This 

, an unbridgeable distance. At 
the same time, we know that He is everywhere, that all existence is a divine manifestation, 

ery improbable existence is 
dependent on them. In this sense, He is close to us, and we can relate to Him in a certain way. 

. We serve Him from a 
im, an act of deference and fear. The aspect 

. We feel the Divine Presence all 
around us, and we are grateful for all the beneficence He showers down upon us at all times. 

.” Get close to Him, and show your 
, which is inevitable when you 



contemplate the infinite distance between your own conceptions and the verities of His 
nature. Express this aspect of the relationship as well: “Bow down from a distance.” 

n 

Story 
Early one winter morning, Rav Levi Yitzchok was looking out of his window and saw 

a simple Jew hurrying through the streets, carrying his tallis and tefillin. The Ukrainian 
winters are bitterly cold. The mud in the streets freezes over, and the temperature falls so low 
that it is exceedingly difficult to walk to shul. Nonetheless, this simple Jew was hurrying 
toward the shul, his shoulders bent against the gusting wind. 

Rav Levi Yitzchok called him aside and spoke to him. 

“Why are you running outside in such weather?” he asked. 

“I’m on my way to shul for Shacharis,” said the man. 

“But surely it is too cold to go outside. Surely you could daven at home on days like 
these.” 

“How can I stay at home for Shacharis?” said the man. “I would miss Borchu, Kedusha 
and Kaddish.” 

Rav Levi Yitzchok sent him on his way with a berocha, then turned his eyes 
heavenward. 

“Master of the Universe,” he cried out, “look how much Your precious children love 
You. Surely You would not have punished this simple Jew if he had davened at home, but his 
burning love for You would not allow him to do so. Show mercy to Your people.” 

n n n 

  הילולא

The anniversary of the petira of a Tzaddik is known as a Hilula, which means “A Day of Joy”. 

One of the tools that Kabbola teaches is to connect to a Tzaddik (righteous person). 
The method to connect to a Tzaddik is to adopt the following ritual: 

1) Learn the anniversary of his petira or, if this information is not available, the days of 
Erev Rosh Chodesh, Rosh Chodesh and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized 
for a connection. 

2) Light a twenty-five-hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific berocha. 
Some say the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________. 

Others say that it is the custom within Klal Yisrael to light a yahrzeit candle on the day 
that a relative or a Tzaddik has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and 
people would like to express themselves in a tefilla when lighting the candle. This is not only 
true on a yahrzeit but on every Yom Tov as well. 

The author of the Pele Yo’etz, Rav Eliezer Papo (1785–1828), did in fact compose such a 
tefilla. Rav Papo was the Rav of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 
Ottoman Empire at the time. The tefilla of the Pele Yo’etz is reproduced and translated below, 



as a public service. 

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle

  ]ד"ד כמוֹ א עָ צֵ יֵ ת וַ ַ ָר ל �ָ 	 עַ 

____________ יק ִד צַ הַ / י ִת ָר 
 ְ!ַרֲחִמי% ְֶ#ַקֵ!ל, ֲאבוֵֹתינ� יקֵ ֵוא�

ל (ֹ ה הַ יֶ ְה יִ ה וְ ְ!ַמֲעֶ)  ֵ!י', ְ!ִדי!�ר
 �/ י ִמ ִא / י בִ ל *ה ֶ מָ ָ נְ � חַ ר
� .י%יִ חַ ר הַ רוֹ צְ ת !ִ רוֹ ר

Translation: 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
mother/the Tzaddik _______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 
before you, Hashem, our G-d and the G
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life.

3) Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

4) Study some of his teaching or writings.



Y GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER
YAHRZEITS BEGINNING 

http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeit/Shevat

Biographical information and yahrzeits 

� 26th of Shevat ~ Begins 
� Rav Dovid HaLevi Segal, 

the Bach, born in Ludmir and unofficial 

famous Yeshiva at Ostro from 1643, escaped the Cossacks’ rampage of 1648

then went to Moravia. He settled in Lemberg (Lvov) but lost two sons to violent deaths in 

the spring pogroms of 1664. He sent his son Yeshaya and son

the Sha’agas Aryeh) to investigate Shabsai Tzvi. He also wrote 

HaTorah, (5427/1667); 

� Rav Mordechai Yosef Elozor

son of the Ba’al HaTecheiles

mechaber of Tiferes Yosef. He was succeeded by his son, Rav Shmuel Shlomo, and then by 

his son-in-law, Rav Avrohom Yissochor Englard, (5689/1929);

� Rav Shaul ben Rav Elozor Brach of Kashau, 

� Rav Yaakov ben Moshe Yehuda Leib Landau, 

thirteen, he went to learn in Lubavitch under the fifth Lubavitcher 

the Rashab. At the age of nineteen, he replaced his father as 

became the emissary of the 

Rabbonim, Rav Yaakov moved to Latvia, where he became close to the Rogatchover 

It was there that he married. In 1934, he moved to 

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle 

	 עַ עֵ א יוֹ לֶ �ֶ ל הַ עַ !ַ ' ִמ גֵ מָ / הַ לֶ ר אֶ פֶ סֵ ת !ַ ,צַ ְמ 
 

ָר י מוֹ ִמ ִא / י בִ ת *מַ ְ י נִ יל�עִ לְ ת �חַ נ�ְמ ה לִ ר זֶ 
ֵוא� ֶא�ֵקינ� 'ה י2נֶ פָ לְ ' ִמ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ  ,____________

ְ!ִדי!�ר ֵ!י', ְ!ַמַחָָבה ֵ!י', עוֶֹ)ה ֶ,ִני ַהטוֹב 
פֶ נֶ ט לְ ָר פְ !ִ �, לאֵ ָר ְ) יִ  2ְמ ת עַ מוֹ ָ נְ י לִ יל�עִ לְ 

ר�% צְ יהֶ תֵ וֹ פְ ה נַ נָ יֶ ְה ִ# ' ֶ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ . ____________

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d and the G-d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life. 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

Study some of his teaching or writings.                        See more at: www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm



GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER    Z

BEGINNING MOTZAI SHABBOS MISHPATI
http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeit/Shevat/Adar 

Biographical information and yahrzeits compiled by Reb Manny Saltiel and www.anshe.org

Begins Motzai Shabbos (Feb 10th) 
, mechaber of Turei Zohov (the Taz) (1586–1667), son

, born in Ludmir and unofficial Rav of Posen, 1619~1640. Rav Dovid headed the 

at Ostro from 1643, escaped the Cossacks’ rampage of 1648

then went to Moravia. He settled in Lemberg (Lvov) but lost two sons to violent deaths in 

the spring pogroms of 1664. He sent his son Yeshaya and son-in-law Aryeh Leib (later to be 

) to investigate Shabsai Tzvi. He also wrote Divrei Dovid

Rav Mordechai Yosef Elozor ben Rav Gershon Henoch Leiner (Lainer), 

Ba’al HaTecheiles and great-grandson of Mordechai Yosef of Izhbitz. He was the 

. He was succeeded by his son, Rav Shmuel Shlomo, and then by 

law, Rav Avrohom Yissochor Englard, (5689/1929); 

Rav Elozor Brach of Kashau, mechaber of Shaul Sha’al, (5700/1940);

Moshe Yehuda Leib Landau, Rav of Bnei Brak (1893–1986). At the age of 

thirteen, he went to learn in Lubavitch under the fifth Lubavitcher Rebbe

. At the age of nineteen, he replaced his father as Rav of Kornitz, an

became the emissary of the Rashab in Lubavitch. When the Bolsheviks began persecuting 

, Rav Yaakov moved to Latvia, where he became close to the Rogatchover 

It was there that he married. In 1934, he moved to Eretz Yisrael, soon becomi

ְמ נִ ה הַ ילָ פִ ְ# [

ר זֶ יק נֵ לִ ְד י מַ ינִ ֵר הַ  
____________ת !ַ /'!ֵ 

 ַמֲעֶ)ה ָ(ל �ְבָרצוֹ'
לְ ת �חַ נ�ְמ לְ ת �כ�זְ לִ 
____________יק ִד צַ 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the Tzaddik 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings. 

www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm 
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1667), son-in-law of 

of Posen, 1619~1640. Rav Dovid headed the 

at Ostro from 1643, escaped the Cossacks’ rampage of 1648–49 to Lublin, 

then went to Moravia. He settled in Lemberg (Lvov) but lost two sons to violent deaths in 

law Aryeh Leib (later to be 

Divrei Dovid on Rashi al 

Rav Gershon Henoch Leiner (Lainer), Rebbe of Radzin, 

ef of Izhbitz. He was the 

. He was succeeded by his son, Rav Shmuel Shlomo, and then by 

, (5700/1940); 

1986). At the age of 

Rebbe, Rav Sholom Ber, 

of Kornitz, and later 

in Lubavitch. When the Bolsheviks began persecuting 

, Rav Yaakov moved to Latvia, where he became close to the Rogatchover Gaon. 

Yisrael, soon becoming Rav of Bnei 



Brak, a position he kept for the following fifty years; 

� Rav Ephraim ben Rav Benzion Borodiansky of Yeshiva Kol Torah, mechaber of Binyan 

Ephraim, (5750/1990). 

� 27th of Shevat ~ Begins Sunday Night (Feb 11th) 
� Rav Mordechai Yosef Elozor ben Rav Gershon Henoch Leiner of Radzin, mechaber of 

Tiferes Yosef, (5689/1929); 

� Rav Elozor Roke’ach (1758–1837). Born in Stanislow, Poland, he was the son of Rav Arye 

Leib and a grandson of the Ba’al Ateres Poz of Lask. When he was thirteen, he celebrated 

three landmarks: his bar mitzva, his engagement and his completion of Shas. At the age of 

twenty, he became Rav in Piltz, Poland. During this period, he wrote his sefer Sheilos 

Uteshuvos Shemen Roke’ach, in which he printed his correspondence with the Noda 

B’Yehuda. In 1800, he accepted the of Rabbonus of Tritch. In 1812, he took over the 

Rabbonus of Ransburg, and it was there that he waged his famous battle against the 

reformer Aaron Chaviner. Together with the Chasam Sofer, Rav Akiva Eiger and Rav 

Chaim Banet, he fought against the reformers in letters that were later printed in the sefer 

Eileh Divrei HaBris, (5597/1837); 

� Rav Menachem Nochum ben Rav Aharon Twersky of Chernoybyl was named after his 

great-grandfather, the Me’or Einayim. He passed away about a year before his father on 

Shabbos Shekolim/Mevarchim, Parshas Mishpotim. His father made reference to this, 

saying:  ִהּנֵה ָאנִֹכי ׁשֵֹלַח ַמְלָאִכי ְלָפנֶי�– “Behold I send my Malach before you”. This is a slight 

change from a pasuk in Mishpotim, (Shemos 23:20), (5631/1871); 

� Rav Yosef Zundel Hutner (1846–1919). Born in Dvinsk, he was taught by his father at an 

early age. At the age of twenty-five, Rav Yosef Zundel published Bikurei Yosef. (In the 

introduction, he bemoans the passing of his young wife.) Thereafter, he moved to Bialystok, 

where he remarried and learned bechavrusa with Rav Meir Simcha HaKohen of Dvinsk. In 

1897, he became Rav of Eishishok, (5679/1919); 

� Rav Mordechai Shulman, son-in-law of Rav Chaim Yitzchok Isaac Sher. Rav Mordechai 

succeeded his father-in-law as Rosh Yeshiva of Slabodka. His only son was Rav Nosson 

Tzvi Shulman, who married a daughter of Rav Yechiel Schlesinger, (5742/1982); 

� Rav Dovid Moshe Friedman of Chortkov, (1914–1988). Born to Rav Dov Ber of Chortkov 

in Boyan, Ukraine, he moved with his family to Vienna as a youth. When his grandfather, 

Rav Yisrael, the Chortkover Rebbe, was niftar in 1934, he was succeeded by both of his 

sons, Rav Nachum Mordechai and Rav Dov Ber. When Rav Dov Ber tragically passed away 

just two years later, Rav Dovid Moshe humbly refused to take his place. Shortly after 

Kristallnacht (November 9, 1938), Rav Dovid Moshe moved to England and settled in the 

suburb of Edgware, London. In 1968, he married Leah and was blessed with three children. 

In 1988, he gave his final shiur in Golders Green, (5748/1988). 

� 28th of Shevat ~ Begins Monday Night (Feb 12th) 

� Rav Alexander Sender of Zholkov, (~1660–1737). He was the son of Rav Ephraim Zalman 

Shor, Maggid of Lvov, and was orphaned as an infant. In 1704, Rav Alexander Sender went 

to live in Zholkov (Zolkiew) where he remained for the rest of his life, devoting himself to 

study and writing, and earning his living working in a distillery. He was the mechaber of 

Tevuos Shor, first published in 1733, on shechita and kashrus. He was a great-great-nephew 

of Rav Ephraim Zalman Shor, the mechaber of a sefer by the same name, Tevuos Shor, a 

condensation of the Bais Yosef. [27th of Shevat, according to Hamodia 2006], (5497/1737); 



� Rav Emanuel of Preshedvorz (1802–1865), successor to his father, the Rebbe Rav 

Yeshayale (niftar 1831), (5625/1865); 

� Rav Yosef Dovid ben Rav Yitzchok Isaac Sintzheim (Sinzheim, Zunzheim, Zindheim), 

(1745 (or 1736)–1812). Born to Rav Yitzchok Isaac Sintzheim, Rav of Treves (Trier) and 

Niederheim (Niedernai) in the Alsace region, on the border between France and Germany. 

As a youth, Yosef Dovid learned with Rav Shmuel Hillman-Halpern, who was the Rav of 

Metz between Rav Yehonoson Eibeschutz and the Sha’agas Aryeh. At the age of twenty, 

Rav Yosef Dovid married Esther Medelsheim. In 1778, Esther’s wealthy brother, Naftoli 

Herz (aka Cerf Berr de Medelsheim) established a Yeshiva in Bischeim (near Strasbourg) 

and he appointed his brother-in-law, Rav Yosef Dovid, to be Rosh Yeshiva. It was also at this 

time that Rav Yosef Dovid began composing his monumental Talmud commentary, Yad 

Dovid. He also wrote Shelal Dovid on Chumash, Da’as Dovid on the Shulchon Aruch and 

an encyclopedia of halachic and Talmudic topics called Minchas Ani. He was appointed to 

the Assembly of Jewish Notables convened by Napoleon (1806), appointed president of the 

Great Sanhedrin, and named by Napoleon as inaugural chief Rav of the Consistoire Central, 

(5572/1812); 

� Rav Mordechai Goldman, Zhviller Rebbe, son of Rav Gedalya Moshe. (Note: Novohrad-

Volyns’kyi (Russian: Novgorodvolynsk, Yiddish: Zhvil, Zhvill) is a City in Zhytomyr 

Oblast, Volhynia, Ukraine), (5739/1979); 

� Rav Menachem Nachum Twersky of Chernobyl, the Rachmistrivka Rebbe (1840–1937), 

son of Rav Yochonon, grandson of Rav Menachem Nachum (mechaber of Me’or Einayim), 

(5697/1937); 

� Rav Sholom Zelig Steinmetz, elder Vizhnitz Chassid, (5755/1995); 

� Rav Ephraim Ezra Laniado, mechaber of Degel Machaneh Ephraim, (5565/1805);  

� Rav Yosef ben Rav Tzvi Hirsch Friedlander, Liska Rebbe, mechaber of Tzvi V’Chammid. 

Arriving in the United States in 1947, he was one of the first Rebbes to establish his kehilla 

in Boro Park. He was a successor of the Ach Pri Tevua, the Tal Chaim and the Sha’arei 

HaYoshor. He was succeeded by his son, Rav Tzvi Hirsch Friedlander, mechaber of 

Chamudei Tzvi, (5731/1971); 

� Rav Eliezer Alpha (originally Potashnik) (1896–1990). Born in the Russian town of 

Ulshan, he joined the Novardok school in Charkov when he was only eleven. During that 

period, he studied incessantly with his chavrusa, Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz, the future Rosh 

Yeshiva of Mir. During the ravages of World War I, the bochurim went to Poland and joined 

the Novardok Yeshiva’s branch in Bialystok. There, Rav Eliezer learned b’chavrusa with 

Rav Yaakov Yisrael Kanievsky, the Steipler Gaon. He married Shulamis, the daughter of 

Rav Meir Karelitz. Upon recommendation, he headed a Yeshiva in the Galician city of 

Gorlitz, but did not remain long because, in 1935, the Chazon Ish and other prominent 

Rabbonim urged him to settle in Eretz Yisrael. At first, he moved into the one-room home of 

his uncle, the Chazon Ish, where the Steipler Gaon and his wife were also staying. Not long 

afterward, Rav Eliezer decided to move to Chaifa in order to found a Yeshiva in that 

spiritual wasteland, (5750/1990); 

� Rav Nesanel HaKohen Quinn (1910–2005), menahel at Mesivta Torah Vodaas, where he 

taught for almost eighty years. Rav Nesanel’s parents, Rav Zalman Pinchas and Devora 

Miriam were neighbors of the Rogatchover Rav in Dvinsk, Lithuania, and were childless for 

ten years. Upon the advice of Rav Sholom Ber of Lubavitch, they moved to America (they 

were promised a family and arichas yomim; they had five children, and she lived to be 111.) 

Rav Nesanel was a talmid of Rav Dovid Leibowitz. He later became the talmid muvhok of 



Rav Shraga Feivel Mendelovitz at Torah Vodaas, and stayed there as an educator. In 

conjunction with his first yahrzeit, the sefer Birkas Mo’adecha on Maseches Beitza was 

released [along with] a supplement, Zichron Nesanel, which includes short stories about 

Rav Quinn and letters he wrote (Hamodia Feb. 22, 2006), (5765/2005); 

� Rav Shmuel Binyomin Rosenberg, senior Rosh Mesivta of Yeshiva Bais Avrohom-Slonim 

(1957–2005). A descendant of the Chasam Sofer and the Kesav Sofer, he learned for many 

years at Slonim and married the daughter of Rav Shmuel Weinberg, one of the heads of 

Chinuch Atzmai and the son of the Birkas Avrohom of Slonim. His brother-in-law, Rav Tzvi 

Weinberg, is Rosh Kollel Slonim in Yerushalayim, (5765/2005). 

� 29th of Shevat ~ Begins Tuesday Night (Feb 13th) 
� Rav Eliyohu HaBochur HaLevi, the Ba’al HaTishbi, famous Hebrew grammarian, 

(5309/1549); 

� Rav Yitzchok Yerucham Diskin, the Maharil Diskin (1839–1925), born in Valkovisk, 

Russia, the son of Rav Yehoshua Leib Diskin of Brisk and Rebbetzin Hinda Rochel. He 

started studying Gemora on his own at the age of five. After his bar mitzva, he studied in 

seclusion for fourteen hours a day. At sixteen, he left for Volozhin. After his father’s petira 

in 1898, he was asked to succeed him as president of the Diskin Orphanage and head of the 

Ohel Moshe Yeshiva. At first, he refused, but in 1908, when he saw that Yerushalayim’s 

Torah institutions were in danger, due to the Zionists’ efforts to destroy them, he decided to 

immigrate to Eretz Yisrael. Together with Rav Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld, he faught against 

the Maskilim. Both of them were elected honorary presidents of the chareidi Vaad Ha’ir, 

which soon became known as the Eida HaChareidis, (5685/1925); 

� Rav Nosson Tzvi Finkel, the Alter of Slabodka (1849–1927). Born in Rasei, Lithuania, he 

was orphaned at an early age and was raised by a relative in Vilna. He became a devoted 

follower of Rav Simcha Zissel, the Alter of Kelm. Rav Nosson Tzvi organized a kollel of 

ten men in Slabodka in about 1877. He began a Yeshiva Ketana there and was later 

instrumental in starting the Yeshiva in Telz and having Rav Eliezer Gordon appointed as 

Rosh Yeshiva. He founded the Slabodka Yeshiva in 1884. In 1897, the Yeshiva split over the 

teaching of mussar. Seventy of the three hundred students sided with the Alter and formed a 

new Yeshiva, Kenesses Yisrael. In 1897, he founded the Yeshiva in Slutsk and appointed Rav 

Isser Zalman Meltzer its Rosh Yeshiva. After World War I, the Yeshiva in Kletzk, headed by 

Rav Nosson Tzvi’s talmid, Rav Aharon Kotler, developed. He also helped Rav Shimon 

Shkop develop Yeshivos by sending his own students. In 1909, a Yeshiva was set up in 

Stutchin, led by the Alter’s talmid, Rav Yehuda Leib Chasman, and the Lodz Yeshiva was 

the first outpost of mussar in Poland. His influence was also felt in long-standing Yeshivos, 

as his talmidim joined them. His son, Rav Eliezer Finkel, became Rosh Yeshiva of Mir, for 

example. In 1925, he fulfilled a long-standing personal vow by moving to Eretz Yisrael, 

settling in Chevron. His discourses are collected in Or HaTzofun, (5687/1927); 

� Rav Chananya Yom Tov Lipa ben Yekusiel Yehuda Teitelbaum (1836–1904), mechaber of 

Kedushas Yom Tov. Born in Stropkov, Slovakia, to the Yetev Lev, who was a grandson of 

Rav Moshe Teitelbaum, the Yismach Moshe. Rav Chananya’s primary teachers were Rav 

Chaim of Sanz and Rav Yitzchok Eizik of Ziditchov. At the age of twenty-eight, he became 

Rav of the small town of Tesh, a position he held for nineteen years. After his father’s petira 

in 1883, he succeeded him in Sighet, Hungary. His most famous contribution to Sigheter 

Chassidus is the work Kedushas Yom Tov, a commentary on the Chumash. After him it 

would become customary for the Rebbe of Sighet to write a commentary on the Torah. By 



1941, there were 10,144 Jews living in Sighet, comprising 39 percent of the town. In the 

Holocaust, the town was liquidated and its inhabitants deported to Auschwitz. But the 

community lives on in America and in Eretz Yisrael. Rav Chananya had no children with his 

first wife, a marriage that lasted fourteen years. He remained childless for many years with 

his second wife as well, until Rav Chaim of Sanz gave him a berocha. Indeed, he had two 

sons, Rav Chaim Tzvi of Sighet, and Rav Yoel, the Rebbe of Satmar. After his petira in 

1904, it was not clear which of his sons would succeed him. Rav Chaim Tzvi Teitelbaum 

was his elder son, and thus the apparent heir; but Rav Yoel Teitelbaum was more well 

known. Rav Yoel accepted a position as the posek and Av Bais Din of the town of Satmar, 

and Rav Chaim Tzvi inherited the leadership of Sighet, (5664/1904); 

� Rav Zalman Sender Kahana-Shapira, born in Nisowiz, in the Minsk region of Russia, to 

Rav Moshe Shapira, Av Bais Din of Lida and son-in-law of Rav Chaim of Volozhin. Rav 

Zalman Sender learned under the Bais HaLevi and his son, Rav Chaim Brisker, in Volozhin. 

He married and lived in Kobrin, where he raised five children (four boys and a girl). When 

his wife tragically passed away, he married the widow of Rav Binyomin Wolf 

Hayahalomstein, Rav of Maltsch, and moved to that city. He eventually became Rav of 

Maltsch and started a Yeshiva there, Anaf Eitz Chaim, modeling it after Eitz Chaim of 

Volozhin. In 1902, he moved the Yeshiva to Kriniki where he became Rav. Among his 

talmidim there were Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky and Rav Aharon Kotler. In 1921, he moved to 

the Shaarei Chessed section of Yerushalayaim, (5611–5683/1851–1923); 

� Rav Nosson Horowitz, Rav of K’hal Sh’eiris Yisrael of Williamsburg, then Rav of Kehillas 

Bais Yisrael of Monsey. He was born in Vienna, the son of the Riglitzer Rav and grandson 

of the Altshteter Rav and the Liminover Rav (the Me’oros Nosson), for whom he was 

named, (5761/2001). 

� 30th of Shevat ~ Begins Wednesday Night (Feb 14th) 
� Rav Menachem Mendel ben Rav Boruch Bendet of Shklov, one of the most famous 

talmidim of the Gra. He was known as an expert in Kabbola, and immigrated to Eretz 

Yisrael in 1808, (5587/1827); 

� Rav Moshe of Zaloshin, mechaber of Mishpat Tzedek, Tikkun Shabbos and Geulas Yisrael 

(1788–1831). In 1815, he was appointed leader of the Chassidic community in Zaloshin, 

(5591/1831); 

� Rav Shmuel Abba of Horodenka [Horedneka], son of Rav Boruch of Vizhnitz, the Imrei 

Boruch. The town of Horodenka sits on the Dneister River some thirty miles from 

Chernovtsy, in the shadows of the Carpathian Mountains. Kiev is 250 miles northeast of 

Horodenka and Lviv (Lemberg) is 110 miles to the northwest. This area was also known as 

Galicia when under Austro-Hungarian rule. Jews first settled there under Polish rule in the 

middle of the seventeenth century. According to the census of 1765, there were 863 Jewish 

families in Horodenka. According to data from 1890, 4340 of the 11,162 inhabitants of the 

town and seven of the eighteen members of the municipal council were Jews. By the end of 

the nineteenth century, a local Bnei Tzion society had been founded, which by 1897 

consisted of about 150 members, (5655/1895); 

� Rav Yerucham Fishel Perla, (1846–1934). Born in Warsaw in 1846, Rav Yerucham Fishel 

studied under Rav Yehoshua Leib Diskin in Lomza and under Rav Yosef Dov HaLevi 

Soloveitchik. While still young, he was offered prestigious rabbinates, including in Lublin 

and Cracow, but he turned them down in order to continue his studies. He is known for his 

encyclopedic commentary to the Sefer HaMitzvos by Rav Saadia Gaon, (5694/1934). 



� 1st of Adar ~ Begins Thursday Night (Feb 15th) 
� Rav Avrohom Ibn Ezra (1089–1164), born in Tudela during the height of Spain’s Golden 

Age. There, he established a close friendship with Rav Yehuda HaLevi. Three of his uncles 

were ministers in the royal palace. He moved to Toledo, during the benevolent rule of King 

Alfonso VI. After the king died, however, the anti-Semitic masses began to harass the Jews, 

so he headed south to Muslim Spain – to Granada, Cordova and Lucena. In 1148, the 

barbaric Almohades overran Morocco and continued into Spain. He was forced to flee to 

Rome, Provence and Rhodes (where he befriended Rabbeinu Tam and other grandsons of 

Rashi, as well as the Rosh). He traveled to Egypt and learned with the Rambam. He wrote a 

commentary on the Torah and Novi, based in large part on Hebrew grammar. He also wrote 

dozens of books on astronomy, astrology and mathematics. Some of the famous poems 

written by Ibn Ezra are Tzom’a Nafshi L’Elokim L’Kel Chai...” and Ki Esh’mera Shabbos. It 

is said that he determined through his astrology the exact date of his petira and did not 

deviate or despair because of this information, (4924/1164); 

� Rav Shabsai HaKohen Katz (Shach), mechaber of Sifsei Kohen, recognized as one of the 

most basic and authoritative commentaries on the Shulchon Aruch (1622–1663). Born in 

Vilna, he learned in Tyktizin, Cracow and Lublin. He married a great-granddaughter of the 

Rema. In 1648, the communities of Russian Poland were devastated by Chmielnicki, and 

Rav Shabsai HaKohen was among the sufferers. He authored selichos in tragic memory of 

the events. He was niftar at the age of forty-one in Holleschau, Germany, having completed 

his commentary to two of the four sections of the Shulchon Aruch, Yoreh De’ah (at age 

twenty-four) and Choshen Mishpot. Among his other works are Sefer Ha’Aruch on the Tur, 

Poel Tzedek on the 613 mitzvos, and Gevuros Anoshim, on cases in which a wife can legally 

compel her husband to give her a get (divorce document), (5423/1663); 

� Rav Azariya Figu (Figo) of Venice (1579–1647). Mechaber of Bina La’itim and Gidulei 

Teruma, (5407/1647); 

� Rav Emanuel Chai Riki, (1688–1743), mekubol and mechaber of Mishnas Chassidim. He 

received semicha from Rav Chaim Abulafia in Tzefas. He is buried in Zento, Italy. He wrote 

a commentary on Tehillim entitled Chozeh Tzion, and Yosher Leivov, (5503/1743); 

� Rav Menachem Mendel of Shklov, leader of the aliya of the followers of the Vilna Gaon 

to Eretz Yisrael. This is significant because of the many minhagei Yerushalayim that were 

established by that Ashkenazi community. His leading talmid, Rav Yitzchok Eizak Chaver 

Wildmann (1789–1853), perceived that the obscurity of the kabbalistic system was a major 

factor in the flight of students and thinkers from Torah to science, secular philosophy and 

atheism. In Pischei She’orim, Rav Yitzchok Eizak Chaver vindicates Kabbola against its 

detractors, showing that behind its metaphors lies the only system with the power to provide 

satisfying answers to man’s deepest questions about the meaning and purpose of the 

universe, (5587/1827); 

� Rav Yitzchok Meir of Zinkov, son of the Apta Rav, (5615/1855); 

� Rav Boruch Halberstam of Gorlitz, (1830–1906), born in Rudnick, Poland, to the second 

wife of Rav Chaim of Sanz. At age fourteen, he married Pessel, the daughter of Rav 

Yekusiel Yehuda Teitelbaum, the Yetev Lev of Sighet. In his early thirties, he was appointed 

Rav of Rudnick, and later Rav of Gorlitz. In 1886, after his wife’s passing, he married Leah, 

a granddaughter of the Bnei Yissoschor, (5666/1906); 

� Rav Uri Yalas of Sambur, (5670/1910); 

� Rav Yosef Tzvi Kalisch of Skrenevitz, (5717/1957); 



� Rav Boruch Rosenberg, Rosh Yeshiva of Kenesses Yisrael, Slabodka, in Bnei Brak, (1924–

2004). Born in Moholiev, Russia, to Rav Gershon Chanoch Rosenberg, whose father, Rav 

Michel Yechiel Rosenberg, was one of Rav Chaim Brisker’s chavrusos. In his teens, Rav 

Boruch attended Mir, where he became close to Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz and Rav Yechezkel 

Levenstein. During World War II, Rav Boruch went to Vilna, and then to Shanghai with the 

Yeshiva. In 1950, he continued his studies in Mir Yerushalayim. The year after his chasuna, 

he accepted an invitation to be Maggid Shiur at the Slabodka Yeshiva in Bnei Brak, where 

he stayed for fifty years, (5764/2004); 

� Rav Yitzchok Isaac Eichenstein, the Kiviashder Rav of Forest Hills, Queens (1913–2004). 

Born in Kashau, Czechoslovakia, to Rav Meir, the Zhidichov Rav of Kashau. As a youth, he 

learned under the Kashauer Rav, Rav Shaul Brach. Upon his marriage, he replaced his 

father-in-law (who had moved away) as Rav of Kishiavd and established a Yeshiva. He 

stayed for six years, until the Nazis arrived in 1944. The Rav was sent to Auschwitz and 

Bergen-Belsen, where he lost his parents, his wife, and his three young children. Despite his 

nisyonos, he spent his time infusing others with chizuk. Following the war, he married his 

wife’s younger sister, established a Bais Din to be matir (release) hundreds of agunos 

(women whose husbands have vanished and may not remarry), and arranged for the 

education of many orphans. He moved to America and settled in Queens in 1950. In 1953, 

under the auspices of the Satmar Rav, he established the Central Rabbinical Council of the 

United States and Canada; 

� Rav Simcha Bunim Waldenberg, only son of Rav Eliezer Yehuda Waldenberg (the Tzitz 

Eliezer), Rav of the Ezras Torah neighborhood of Yerushalayim and of the Bais Yisrael Bais 

Medrash for over thirty years, (5697–5765/1937–2005 – Adar II). 

� 2nd of Adar ~ Begins Friday Night (Feb 16th) 
� Rav Meir Paprish, the Ohr Tzaddikim, (1624–1662). At the young age of thirteen, Rav 

Meir began learning Kabbola as a talmid of Rav Yaakov Tzemach, who studied under Rav 

Shmuel Vital, the son of Rav Chaim Vital, (5422/1662); 

� Rav Dovid ben Moshe Madjar of Yerushalayim, mechaber of Chessed Dovid, (5560/1800); 

� Rav Yom Tov Algazi, the Maharit Algazi (1727–1802), one of the main students of the 

famed mekubol, Rav Sholom Sharabi. Stemming from a long line of great Torah sages 

originating in Spain, his father, Rav Yisrael Yaakov, was Av Bais Din in Izmir, Turkey, for 

over forty years before being appointed Rishon LeTzion in Yerushalayim. Rav Yom Tov was 

born in Izmir, and studied together with Rav Chaim Yosef Dovid Azulai (the Chida) as a 

youth. In 1758, he was appointed Rosh Yeshiva of Neveh Sholom. In 1782, after the petira 

of Rav Sholom Sharabi, Rav Yom Tov was appointed Rosh Yeshiva of Bais Keil and served 

as Rishon LeTzion following the petira of Rav Refoel Meyuchas. He left behind a legacy of 

piskei halocha: Shu”t Simchas Yom Tov, Hilchos Yom Tov, and Kedushas Yom Tov. He left 

one son (Rav Yaakov) and three daughters, (5562/1802); 

� Rav Aharon HaGodol of Premishlan, son of Rav Meir the Great and talmid of Rav Yechiel 

Michel of Zlotschov, (5573/1813); 

� Rav Yaakov Yechizkiyohu Grunwald of Pupa, the Vayaged Yaakov, son of Rav Moshe 

Grunwald, Rav and Rosh Yeshiva of Chust, and mechaber of several works, each entitled 

Arugas HaBosem. Rav Moshe’s brother, Rav Eliezer Dovid Grunwald, known as the Keren 

Le’Dovid, also headed an important Yeshiva. Although Rav Yaakov Yechizkiyohu’s father 

was not born into a Chassidic family, he had gravitated toward the Shiniva and Belzer 

Rebbes and had taken his son on his many visits to those Rebbes. Rav Yaakov Yechizkiyohu 



studied under his father until his marriage. In 1929, Rav Yaakov Yechizkiyohu was chosen 

as Rav of Pupa, Hungary. He established a Yeshiva there, which soon numbered three 

hundred students. Rav Yaakov Yechizkiyohu’s son, Rav Yosef Grunwald, succeeded his 

father, (5701/1941); 

� Rav Avrohom Kalmanowitz (1891–1965), Av Bais Din of Tiktin, Rosh Yeshiva Mir-U.S. 

He was a talmid of Slobodka, a Rav of Rakov, and a close friend of Rav Chaim Ozer 

Grodzinski of Vilna. He was also the founder and head of a kollel, and a leader of Agudas 

Yisrael of Poland. After World War I, the Mirrer Yeshiva appointed him as its president. His 

wife’s grandfather was Rav Betzalel HaKohen, a Dayan in Vilna and mechaber of Mareh 

Kohen. At the beginning of World War II the Rav and his family reached the United States, 

while his beloved Mirrer Yeshiva escaped from Mir to Vilna, to avoid Soviet persecution. 

During the War, the Rav was one of the leading personalities of the Va’ad Hatzola, 

(5724/1964); 

� Rav Yisrael Alter, the Bais Yisrael of Ger (1895–1977). The third son of Rav Avrohom 

Mordechai, the Imrei Emes, he celebrated a double simcha at his bar Mitzva, as he became 

engaged to his cousin, Chaya Sora. They married two years later. In 1940, the Imrei Emes 

escaped the Nazis and reached Eretz Yisrael, along with his sons, Rav Yisrael, Rav Simcha 

Bunim, and Rav Pinchas Menachem. Tragically, Rav Yisrael’s wife, daughter, and son 

perished, a fact he didn’t learn until 1945. He remarried in 1948, but had no children from 

his second wife. After his father’s petira, Rav Yisrael assumed the mantle of leadership as 

the fourth Rebbe of Ger. For the next twenty-nine years, he rebuilt Ger and was a major 

force in the Moetzes Gedolei HaTorah of Agudas Yisrael. After his passing, Ger was led by 

his brother, Rav Simcha Bunim, until his petira in 1992. After that, his other brother, Rav 

Pinchas Menachem, led Ger for four years. Since then, Ger has been led by Rav Yaakov 

Aryeh, the son of Rav Simcha Bunim, (5737/1977); 

� Rav Moshe Schwab (1918–1979), born in Frankfurt am Main to Rav Yehuda (Leopold) 

and Hanna (née Erlanger) Schwab, the younger brother of Rav Shimon and Rav Mordechai. 

He was sent to learn in Kaminetz under Rav Boruch Ber Leibowitz and in Baronovich 

under Rav Elchonon Wasserman. In 1938, he moved to England and accepted a position at 

the kollel in Gateshead. In 1942, he married Rebbetzin Rochel Baddiel, daughter of Rav 

Dovid Baddiel, one of the founding members of the Gateshead kehilla. In 1946, he joined 

the Yeshiva and became very close to Rav Dessler. He authored Ma’archei Lev on the 

Yomim Tovim, (5739/1979); 

� Rav Mordechai Wulliger, (1895–1995), born in Bishtina-Marmoresh to Rav Moshe 

Wulliger, one of the greatest talmidim of the Yetev Lev of Sighet, Rav Zalman Leib 

Teitelbaum (the great-grandfather of the Satmar Rebbe). His primary teacher was Rav 

Chaim Tzvi Teitelbaum, Rav of Sighet and mechaber of Atzei Chaim. Rav Wulliger settled 

in the United States in 1938 and was a member of the Yeshiva and Mesivta Torah Vodaas for 

about fifty years. He authored a myriad of seforim, the first of which was Pardes 

Mordechai, (5755/1995). 

 

Y HILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’TZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKA Z 

WHAT’S BEHIND YAHRZEIT MEANINGS & CUSTOMS 
The Maharil, in Hilchos Taanis, teaches us that the reason why there is a custom to visit 



the Bais hachaim on a fast is because “this place is the resting place of the Tzaddikim and is 
therefore sanctified, pure and holy and our tefillos are more readily heard, accepted and 
answered when davened on holy ground. When you daven there, do not make requests of the 
dead who are buried there; rather ask Hashem to answer you mercifully in their merit. Then 
circle around the graves and donate charity before reciting tefillos.” 

בית הקברות הוא מקו� מנוחת הצדיקי� ומתו	 כ	 הוא מקו� קדוש וטהור התפילה נתקבלה 
ת שית� עליו רחמי� בזכות “א	 יבקש מהשי, ישי� מגמתו נגד המתי�א	 אל , ש� יותר

.וית� צדקה קוד� שיאמר התחינות, ויקי� הקברות, הצדיקי� שוכני עפר  
The Zohar in VaYeira page 71 teaches us that if we suffer any calamity or tragedy we have 

the custom to go and daven at the kevorim of Tzaddikim. The reason for this is that we approach 
them with fasting, remorse and repentance, and we have in mind that the departed souls ask and 
daven for us before Hashem on High, as opposed to the prohibition against speaking to the dead 
which is an idolatrous practice where the idol worshippers sought out the impure dead souls and 
bodies using sorcery and witchcraft. Instead, beseech our Tzaddikim who, in gan eden, are truly 
alive, and ask through tefilla and fasting and teshuva alone. 

 

Y GEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEM Z    

 STORIES & ANECDOTES 

Rav Dovid HaLevi SegalRav Dovid HaLevi SegalRav Dovid HaLevi SegalRav Dovid HaLevi Segal,,,,    26262626
thththth
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Mechaber of Turei Zohov, Taz on Shulchon Aruch 

To Deliver a Baby 

Rav Dovid’s family was famed for 
scholarship. His father, Rav Shmuel, was 
the son of the famous scholar, Rav Yitzchok 
Betzalels. He had an older half-brother 
called Rav Yitzchok HaLevi, a great 
Talmud scholar, who founded a Yeshiva in 
Vladomir, Chelm and Lvow, Poland, and 
was the mechaber of two books on Hebrew 
grammar, called Siach Yitzchok and Bris 
HaLevi. This great man dearly loved his 
younger brother, and became his first 
teacher and counselor for many years. The 
affection between the two brothers never 
diminished in later years, and they 
continued to correspond with each other in 
writing after they had been separated. A 
part of this correspondence has been 
preserved. These letters are of great 
interest not only because they testify to the 
deep friendship and love that existed 
between the two brothers, but also because 

they contain an exchange of scholarly 
opinions on many problems of Jewish law. 

In addition to his scholarship, Rav 
Dovid’s father was well-to-do, so that the 
young prodigy Dovid, who had shown 
unusual talent for study, was fortunate 
enough to grow up in an atmosphere of 
both wealth and learning. His early, happy 
youth was in marked contrast to his later 
years, when he suffered great hardships 
and poverty, as we shall see later. He 
became a reputed Talmudic scholar, and 
married Rivka, the second daughter of Rav 
Yoel Sirkes of Brest, mechaber of the 
famous commentary on the Tur, Bayis 
Chodosh (whom the Taz frequently quotes 
in his works). He was also a mohel. As was 
customary in those days, Rav Dovid stayed 
in his father-in-law’s house for several 
years, during which he applied himself fully 
to the study of the Talmud and Poskim 
(codifiers). This period served as a good 



preparation for the 
great contribution 
which he himself was 
to make to this 
immense literature. 

After continuing 
his Torah studies for 
several years, he left 
his father-in-law’s 
house to make a home 
of his own, moving to Cracow. He was then 
appointed chief Rav of Potelych (Polish: 
Potylicz), near Rava, where he lived in 
great poverty. Later, he went to Poznań, 
where he remained for several years. 
Around 1641, he became Rav 
community in the famed city of
Ostrog, (or Ostroh), in Volhynia. There, the 
Taz established a famous Yeshiva
soon recognized as one of the great 
halachic authorities of his time. In Ostrog, 
the Taz wrote a commentary on Rav Yosef 
Caro’s Shulchon Aruch (Yoreh De’ah
which he published in Lublin in 1646. This 
commentary, known as the Turei
(“Rows of Gold”), was accepted as one of 
the highest authorities on Jewish law. 
Thereafter, Rav Segal became known by the 
acronym of his work, the Taz. He accepted 
the position of Rav in a small town, a 
position he changed several times for other 
small towns. During this time he suffered 
poverty and want, and was stricken by 
other misfortunes also. Several of his 
children passed away in infancy, but overall 
Rav Dovid HaLevi enjoyed a peaceful 
period of teaching and writing. 

However, the Taz and his family had 
to flee the massacres of the Cossack 
insurrection under Bogdan Chmielnicki in 
1648–1649. They were fortunate enough to 
leave Ostrog before it was captured by the 
Cossacks. He also succeeded in saving his 
priceless manuscripts. Rav Segal went to 
Steinitz near Ostrau, Moravia, where he 
remained for some time. Not happy in 
Moravia, he returned to Poland as soon as 
order was restored, where he was invited to 
become Rav of Lvov (Lemberg), and 
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remained there for the rest of his life. In 
Lemberg, Rav Segal was appointed 
Din (head of the rabbinical court). When 
Rav Meir Sack, chief Rav
niftar in 1653, he succeeded him in this 
position as well. However, a cruel 
struck at the aging Rav 
before his death, in the spring of 1664, he 
lost his two older sons, Rav Mordechai and 
Rav Shlomo HaLevi, who were murdered 
in a pogrom in Lemberg. His wife had 
passed away long before; now Rav Segal 
married the widow of her brother, Rav 
Shmuel Hirz, Rav of Pińczów. His third son 
from his first marriage, Rav Yeshaya, and 
his stepson, Rav Aryeh Leib, were the two 
Polish scholars who were sent 
by Rav Segal, or at least with his consent 
to Turkey in 1666 to investigate the claims 
of the pseudo-Messiah, Shabsai Tzvi.

Most of Rav Segal’s works were 
published long after his 
Zohov was published by Shabsai Bass in 
Dyhernfurth in 1692. The work is subtitled 
Mogen Dovid (“Shield of Dovid
Segal’s first name) in many editions. Both 
commentaries (Taz and Mogen
together with the main text, the 
Aruch, were republished frequently with 
several other commentaries, and still hold 
first rank among halachic
years before the publication of this work, 
Rav Yudel of Kovli, in Volhynia, a 
and Talmudic scholar who wrote a 
commentary on Orach Chaim
to have it published together with the 
His wishes were never carried out, but his 
money was used to publish another of Rav 
Segal’s works, Divrei Dovid
Dovid”), a super-commentary on 
(Dyhernfurth, 1690). Rav Segal also 
authored responsa which, though 
sometimes quoted from the manuscripts, 
were never published. He and Shabsai 
Kohen (the Shach) are among the greatest 
halachic authorities among the 
In 1683, the Council of Four
declared that the authority of the 
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several other commentaries, and still hold 

halachic authorities. Two 
years before the publication of this work, 
Rav Yudel of Kovli, in Volhynia, a mekubol 

scholar who wrote a 
Orach Chaim, gave money 

to have it published together with the Taz. 
His wishes were never carried out, but his 

was used to publish another of Rav 
Divrei Dovid (“The Words of 

commentary on Rashi 
(Dyhernfurth, 1690). Rav Segal also 
authored responsa which, though 
sometimes quoted from the manuscripts, 
were never published. He and Shabsai 

) are among the greatest 
authorities among the Acharonim. 

In 1683, the Council of Four Lands 
declared that the authority of the Taz 
should be considered greater than that of 



the Shach, but later the Shach gained more 
and more in authority. 


The Taz wrote about his personal 

tragedies in his commentary, the Turei 
Zohov (see comments to Orach Chaim, end 
of Siman 151, the laws of the shul). “In my 
youth, when I lived in the holy community 
of Cracow, my home and personal house of 
study where located above the shul (this is 
a frowned-upon location as indicated by 
the Shulchon Aruch, ibid) and I was greatly 
punished when my children died and I 
pointed to this as the cause of their 
untimely death.” Later, he was appointed 
as Rav of several cities, including Lwów.  

His commentary on the Shulchon 
Aruch was so well-respected and esteemed 
that many of the leading Rabbonim began 
to use his opinions, decisions and rulings 
as the basis for their own. This roused the 
ire of other Rabbonim such as Rav Shmuel 
Koidinover, mechaber of Birchas 
HaZevach, and Rav Gershon Ashkenazi, 
mechaber of Avodas HeGershuni, who felt 
that it was improper to rely on the 
decisions of such later authorities over 
deciding the case through the earlier works. 
They felt that the commentaries of the Taz 
and his contemporary Rav Shabsai Kohen, 
mechaber of the Shach, were full of errors 
and mistakes.  

Just as earlier in history, the 
Maharam Lublin had attacked the 
Shulchon Aruch and the Rema for what he 
saw as shortcomings, and was ignored, so 
were the attackers of the commentaries on 
Shulchon Aruch ignored. Their opinion was 
in the minority and the majority of the 
Rabbonim greatly respected and followed 
the rulings of the Shach and Taz to the 
point where today, no Rav can earn 
semicha without having studied and 
mastered their commentaries in addition to 
having studied and mastered the Shulchon 
Aruch and the Rema.  

As is well known, the Taz wrote a 

commentary on the Shulchan Aruch. He 
was a Rav and Rosh Yeshiva in the big city 
of Posen in Western Poland, but after a few 
years decided that he was not cut out for 
the Rabbinate. He decided to become 
anonymous by going to the town of Lvov in 
Eastern Poland, where nobody would 
recognize him and he would be able to 
learn in peace and quiet. After a few weeks 
in this town, someone came over to him in 
the shul and said, “Rabbeinu.” It turns out 
it was one of his former talmidim who 
happened to live in the town. He swore him 
to secrecy that he would not reveal who he 
was.  

After a few months, the Taz was 
resigned to find work to support his family. 
He found work in the slaughterhouse, 
skinning and cutting meat. A number of 
shailos came up in the plant. They 
happened to ask him if he knew what the 
din was and he paskened a few questions. 
Word got to the Rav of the town and he 
was very upset. He called in the Taz and 
decided to put him in cherem for 
paskening shailos instead of referring them 
to the Rav of Lvov. He could no longer 
learn in the shul but would have to stay in 
the booth where the guard sat. 

One time a young girl came with a 
question about a chicken to the Rav and 
the Rav paskened that it was not kosher. 
The girl ran out crying. The Taz, who was 
in the booth outside the shul saw her and 
asked her why she was crying. She said, 
“My mother is a widow and this means we 
will not have chicken for Shabbos.”  

The Taz looked at the chicken and 
said, “The chicken is kosher. Go and tell the 
Rav to look in Yoreh De’ah Siman 18 in the 
Taz, in footnote 8, and he will see that the 
chicken is in fact kosher.”  

The young girl went back into the 
shul and told the Rav. The Rav looked up 
the halocha and then realized that he had 
made a mistake; the chicken was in fact 
kosher. He asked the girl, “Who told you 
this information?”  



She replied, “The man sitting 
outside in the booth.”  

The Rav went outside and asked 
him, “How did you know that Taz?”  

“Because I am the Taz!” 

The Rav immediately called the 
entire town together and announced in the 
shul that he was stepping down as Rav and 
handing the reigns over to the Taz. The Taz 
accepted. The student, who had known the 
whole time of the Taz’s identity, asked his 
Rebbe, “Why did you reveal your identity 
and why are you accepting the position?”  

The Taz explained, “I really wanted 
to remain in hiding, but when I saw the 
tears and felt the pain of this yesoma 
(orphan), all my personal plans were no 
longer significant. I had to do something to 
prevent the pain and anguish to this poor 
family and any other poor family in the 
future.” 

Rav Yehoshua of Belz (whose 
Yahrzeit is 23rd of Shevat) used to relate 
the following story he had heard from his 
father [the Sar Sholom] about the Taz: 

Once, a woman who was having a 
very difficult time giving birth cried before 
the Taz to save her life and the baby.  

“What can I do to save you? Only 
this can I offer,” replied the Taz. “Because 
of the fact that today I answered a difficulty 
in the commentary of the Tosafos, I hereby 

give this merit to you!”  

As soon as he had spoken, she 
delivered the baby easily, without any 
further distress or difficulty. 

The Sar Sholom concluded that this 
is no wonder at all: because the Taz 
answered a difficulty, easing the 
understanding of the Tosafos, when he 
passed on that merit on to her, they eased 
her difficulty and just as easily did she give 
birth. (Cited in the name of the Rav of 
Vilkomin – Chemda Genuza II, p. 30) 

 

Not to Embarrass Another Jew 

The minhag of the Taz was always to 
recite Kiddush on Shabbos and Yom Tov 
from the siddur. He explained that besides 
the kedusha found in the osiyos (letters) 
themselves, it prevented the 
embarrassment of others. Many times the 
Taz found himself a guest among people 
who were ignorant and did not know to 
recite Kiddush by heart. The Taz sought 
ways to avoid embarrassing other Jews, 
and was sure that if he said Kiddush by 
heart, they would be embarrassed to recite 
Kiddush from a siddur. Therefore, he 
always said it from a siddur and 
encouraged others to follow his example. 
(Beis Rochel, Shaar Hachona, by Rav 
Naftoli Katz #34) 
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The Berocha for the Yeshiva 

Rav Yisrael Ehrlich writes in his 
sefer Shaul Bechir Hashem the following, 
as he heard it from Rav Shaul Brach 
himself: 

Rav Shaul related how he traveled to 
the Mittler Rebbe of Belz, Rav Yehoshua, in 
the winter.  

To this day, I myself do not 
comprehend all I experienced there,” 
he admitted and continued, “I 

entered the Rav’s room with my 
kvittel, and it was as if I was 
enshrouded in darkness. I felt, chas 
vesholom, as if I were blind; I could 
not see and I was struck by a great 
fear. The Rav came and held my 
hand and guided me to his table, and 
he took my kvittel and read it. He 
then began to describe my apartment 
in Mogendorf, where I served as Rav, 
and depicted each room with its 
dimensions, and where it was 
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located, whether north or east and so 
on. He then calculated and related 
the dimensions of the adjoining Bais 
Medrash, how many trees were 
planted there and where they were 
situated. Afterward, the Belzer Rebbe 
blessed me that I should merit to 
have a Yeshiva with good talmidim.  

This, in fact, was what Rav Shaul left 
behind. He writes in his tzavo’a, printed in 
the sefer Tov Devorecha,  

And if someone will be present 
at the levaya who wishes to say a 
hesped, they should refrain from 
false grandiose titles like Tzaddik or 
Gaon. Rather, they may deliver the 
hesped and eulogize me that I 
merited to uphold and run a Yeshiva 
with upright students and talmidim 
hogunim, full of Yiras Shomayim 
and love of Torah who toil in it. I 
merited all this through the berocha 
of Geonim Moron Admor the holy 
Rav Yehoshua of Belz and the holy 
Gaon Rav Yechezkel Shraga of 
Shinova.  

(Admorei Belz, Volume II, p. 66–67) 

 

The Passing of the Belzer Rav and 
the final Berocha for Rav Shaul of 
Kashau 

On the 23rd of Shevat, in the year 
tov-reish-nun-dalet, Rav Yehoshua, the 
Mittler Belzer Rebbe, passed away. He had 
traveled to Vienna to seek the advice and 
care of the doctors and professors and was 
admitted there to the hospital. It was there 
that he was niftar and was brought back to 
Belz for burial. 

For Parshas Bo, Rav Shaul left 
Mogendorf, where he served as Rav, and 
traveled to Vienna to visit the Tzaddik, Rav 
Yehoshua, the Belzer Rav. This is one of 
the stories Rav Shaul related from that 
visit: 

“On Sunday, I heard that the 
Pressburger Rav, the Shevet HaSofer, was 

also in Vienna seeking medical advice and 
care, and so I went to visit him. During my 
visit, he expressed surprise that I had left 
my post as Rav and teacher to see the 
Rebbe.  

“‘How can you leave a public matter 
to see a Rebbe?’ he asked in astonishment.  

“At first, I replied that it says in 
Eruvin 13 that Rebbe said he was sharper 
than his fellow Rabbonim and he 
attributed this to having once seen Rav 
Meir from behind. I merited seeing the 
Belzer Rav face-to-face!  

“This did not appease him, and so I 
related a chiddush on Parshas Bo that I 
had heard from the Belzer Rebbe, Rav 
Yehoshua. The pasuk says, ‘In order that 
you relate to your son and grandson’ and 
concludes, ‘In order that you all know that I 
am Hashem’. Rav Yehoshua of Belz pointed 
out that the pasuk begins in singular and 
concludes in plural. He explained that the 
mitzva of Sippur Yetzias Mitzrayim, the 
mitzva to retell the story of the Exodus, 
which we fulfill through reading the 
Haggoda at the Pesach Seder, was already 
incumbent upon Bnei Yisrael to fulfill even 
in the very first year that it was 
commanded. However, only Moshe could 
fulfill it because only his wife and sons were 
not exiled in Egypt. Because Moshe’s 
neshoma included all the souls of all of Klal 
Yisrael, he was able to fulfill the mitzva on 
behalf of them all. This is why the pasuk 
begins in singular, referring to Moshe, and 
concludes in plural; he fulfilled the mitzva 
for all of Klal Yisrael.  

“When I concluded, the Pressburger 
Rav turned to his attendant and told him 
that they must get ready to go and see the 
Belzer Rav!  

“When I entered the hospital room 
of Rav Yehoshua of Belz, he took my 
kvittel, gave me a berocha, sank into 
thought for a moment and then told me, 
‘Mogendorf Rav, hear now what I say to 
you: a person must be strong in his resolve 
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to have bitochon in Hashem and never to 
give up hope, even when things are bad and 
the situation is a dire and difficult one. 
Even if a person is very sick with a serioius 
disease, and even if they take him to 
Vienna, and admit him to this hospital, and 
in this room and in this very bed – still, do 
not give up hope and do not despair, 
because you can recover fully with 
Hashem’s help, and become the Rav of a 
large town, and after that, become the Rav 
of a great city!’  

“The Rebbe’s words were a riddle to 
me, and a few days later he passed away. 
Several years passed and I became very 
sick. I was still the Rav in Mogendorf and 
the doctors urged me to seek medical 
attention in Vienna, whose expert doctors 
could help, because they could not 
diagnose my disease nor properly treat me. 
During the journey by train my situation 
worsened and I fainted. They took me and 
lay me down across the benches in one of 
the cars. As I lay unconscious, I heard a 
commotion and awoke. I saw sitting beside 
me a stranger in Chassidic attire who asked 
me, ‘Do you remember what the Belzer Rav 
told you in Vienna?’  

“When I arrived in Vienna, I was 
admitted to the same hospital as Rav 
Yehoshua had been. I was placed in the 
same room and even in the same exact bed 
he had previously occupied! It was then 
that I realized what the Tzaddik had meant, 
and I did not give up hope. Obviously, his 
berocha was effective and I left the hospital 
fully healed. The doctors, however, warned 
me not to strain myself; instead I should 
plant a garden, tend its flowers and play 
Shach [chess]. I listened to them and I 
played Shach and Taz and studied the 
Shulchon Aruch and all its commentaries!!!  

“Afterward, the rest of the Belzer 
Rav’s riddle unraveled, when I was 
appointed Rav of the great town of Kruly, 
and afterward as the Rav of Kashau, a great 
city in Hungary. At first, I was hesitant to 
take the post but when I sent a letter asking 
the new Belzer Rav if this was the 
fulfillment of his father’s berocha, he 
applied in the affirmative and said that I 
must accept.  

“I left Rumania and took up the 
position of Rav of the great city of Kashau, 
as the Tzaddik had blessed me in Vienna.” 
(Admorei Belz, Volume II, p. 67–69)
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Mechaber of Kedushas Yom Tov 

There once was a very sick person 
who lived in Sighet that came to the 
Kedushas Yom Tov for a blessing, because 
he needed a serious operation in Vienna. 
After the Kedushas Yom Tov blessed him 
with hatzlocha for his operation, the man 
requested an additional bracha because the 
local doctors didn’t think he would be able 
to survive the long trip to Vienna.  

The Kedushas Yom Tov replied “Till 
Vienna I take personal responsibility on 
your health”. When the man left the 
Kedushas Yom Tov, the sick man’s son 
requested that they hurry and arrange train 

tickets to Vienna. However the sick man 
refused to go to Vienna. He told his son, “If 
the Kedushas Yom Tov takes responsibility 
on my health till Vienna – I have time to go 
in thirty years”. 

Thirty years later, World War II 
broke out and they deported the city where 
the sick man lived. This man was deported 
and when the train he was on arrived in 
Vienna, he passed away. 

 

As heard directly from the Kedushas Yom 
Tov’s son - Rabbeinu Yoel zt”l. 
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When Rav Yoel was a child, he once 
observed his father enter his room while he 
was sleeping and prepare some pieces of 
cake by the window. The Kedushas Yom 
Tov was a known gentleman and would 
always remove his shoes while entering a 
place where someone was sleeping in order 
to avoid waking them. However, this did 
not deter Rav Yoel - since he needed little 
sleep and was always keen on observing his 
father. This action got the best of his 
curiosity and he waited to see what would 
happen.  

The next day, the (Nir)Bater Rav 
came to the Kedushas Yom Tov and 
announced that he would like to stay for 
Shabbos. The Kedushas Yom Tov replied 
that although he appreciated his company, 
however he would like for him to return to 
(Nir)Bater immediately. The Kedushas 
Yom Tov informed him that the wife of the 
Rosh HaKuel (President) of the 
(Nir)Bater’s shul was sick. Then the 
Kedushas Yom Tov took the prepared 
pieces of cake and gave it to the (Nir)Bater 
Rav and told him to give it to the sick wife 
with the instructions of the Kedushas Yom 
Tov as follows:  

“It says: אלקיכ� ובר� את ' ועבדת� את ה' 

' לחמ� ואת מימי� והסרתי מחלה מקרב� (You shall 
worship Hashem, your God, and He shall 
bless your bread and your water, and I will 
remove illness from your midst, [Parshas 
Mishpatim 23:25]) – consequently eating 
shirayim, (the Rebbe/Tzaddik’s leftover 
food) is mesugal (good omen) for health.” 

Being that the Rebbe was his uncle, 
the (Nir)Bater Rav had no choice but to 
follow directions. He went home and asked 
the Rosh HaKuel to come see him and 
repeated what the Kedushas Yom Tov told 
him. The Rosh HaKuel was shocked 
because his wife just became sick that day 
and he was in awe of the Kedushas Yom 
Tov’s Ruach HaKodesh (holy spirit / seer). 

Years later, when Rav Yoel repeated 
the story – he would add that there are 
many fascinating features with this story: 
How did his father know the Rosh HaKuel’s 
wife was sick? How did he know that the 
(Nir)Bater Rov was coming to visit him and 
would be able to take back the shirayim?  

However, most intriguingly to Rav 
Yoel was the fact that the Kedushas Yom 
Tov said that [his] shirayim would heal the 
sick. 

Credit: Reb Shloma Yankel Gelbman, z”l 
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A Letter From Shabbos to the Ibn 
Ezra 

By: Rav Sholom Klass 

The Ibn Ezra, one of the great 
Rabbonim of the Middle Ages, was born in 
1092 in Toledo, Spain. Many stories are 
told about him and his wanderings. The 
Ibn Ezra traveled throughout Europe. He 
visited Egypt, Eretz Yisrael and many 
African countries. 

The Ibn Ezra wrote such beautiful 
poems and commentaries on the Torah 
that Rabbeinu Tam, the greatest of the 

Ba’alei Tosafos, sent him this letter: 

“My father, Avrohom Ezra, I am a 
servant to Avrohom and his cattle, I kneel 
and bow before you.” 

The Ibn Ezra, in his humility, 
hastened to reply: 

“Is it right for the leader of the 
nation, the chieftain, to lower himself in 
writing to the shamed of the people? 
Heaven forbid that an angel of Hashem 
should bow and humble himself to Bilam.” 

It happened in the year 4919 (1159) 
on Shabbos night, the fourteenth day of 
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Teves, Ibn Ezra, then in London, fell into a 
deep and enjoyable sleep. While asleep he 
had a dream in which he saw a tall, 
aristocratic man carrying a sealed letter. 

“Are you the Ibn Ezra?” asked the 
man. 

“Yes,” he answered. 

“I have a letter for you from Shabbos 
HaMalka,” the man said. 

The Ibn Ezra bowed low and said, 
“Know that from the day I began to recite 
the holy name of Hashem, I have always 
loved Shabbos. Before she would arrive on 
Friday night, I would always rush in 
advance to greet her and when she would 
leave I would send her off with song and 
happiness. I am her most loyal and devoted 
subject.” 

“I know,” answered the man. “That 
is why she writes you this letter.” 

With trembling hands, the Ibn Ezra 
unfolded the letter and as he read the 
words they entered his heart as sweet 
honey drops. 

“To my loyal friend,” the letter 
began. “I am Shabbos HaMalka, adorned 
in holy laws. I am the fourth of the Aseres 
HaDibros, and I am the binding sign 
between Hashem and His children for all 
future generations.” 

The letter continued, “On my day 
Hashem rested from His work. On my day 
no mon would fall. I am the one day of 
happiness, light and enjoyment for the 
tired mortals on this earth. Even the dead 
in Gehinnom bless me for the one day of 
respite afforded them.” 

And now the letter continued in a 
pleading tone. “I come to you, my good and 

loyal friend, to help me. One of your 
educated pupils has now published a book 
commenting on the Torah. In this book he 
urges the people to violate Friday night and 
to begin the Shabbos on Saturday morning. 
He attempts to prove from the Torah that I 
was born in the morning and not the 
evening before. By doing that he will 
virtually cut me in half. Please help me!” 

The Ibn Ezra awoke with a start. 
Rushing into his library he picked up 
a sefer given to him by a talmid. Sure 
enough, it attempted to prove that Shabbos 
was to be observed from Saturday morning 
until Sunday morning. 

Realizing that this would be another 
attempt to destroy the holy Torah, the Ibn 
Ezra strengthened himself to do battle for 
his beloved Shabbos and he penned his 
famous, “Igeres HaShabbos – A Letter 
From Shabbos.” 

In scathing words, he denounced the 
author. “May your arm wither and your 
eyes become dark for daring to impugn 
our Shabbos HaMalka…” 

He then tore apart the flimsy 
arguments and pointed to the sentence 
in Vayikra 23:32 “From evening to evening 
thou shalt rest…” 

It is said that to this day, whenever 
the name Ibn Ezra is mentioned, 
the Shabbos HaMalka smiles benevolently. 

The details of the letter were 
published in the Arizal’s Shulchon Aruch 
and teach us the importance of honoring 
Shabbos.  

www.jewishpress.com/kidz/tales-of-the-gaonim/a-letter-from-

shabbos-to-the-ibn-ezra/2014/08/01/0/
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Son of Rav Chaim of Sanz    

The fifth son of the Divrei Chaim 
was named Boruch, after the Divrei 
Chaim’s father-in-law, Rav Boruch Frankel 

Te’omim, mechaber of the Boruch Ta’am. 
He traveled with his father to the Sar 
Sholom of Belz and Rav Meir of 
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Premishlan. Rav Boruch married the 
daughter of Rav Yekusiel Yehuda 
Teitelbaum of Sighet. When, sadly, she 
passed away at a young age, he married the 
daughter of Rav Shmuel Shapira of 
Lanzcut, the son of the Bnei Yissoschor. 
For some thirty years he served as Rav of 
Rudnick, where the Divrei Chaim had had 
his first rabbinic position. After his first 
father-in-law left Gorlitz for Dorhovitch, he 
took his father-in-law’s place until the 
Divrei Chaim ordered him to vacate the 
position for the older Rav, Rav Shmuel 
Teitelbaum, the older brother of the Yetev 
Lev. When the latter passed away, Rav 
Boruch once again took his place as Rav of 
Gorlitz, where he served for seventeen 
years till his petira, and where he is buried. 

He followed in his father’s footsteps, 
staunchly observing all his customs even 
when they appeared to contradict Halocha. 
He was adept at concealing his loftiness, 
and only the greatest were able to see past 
the veil and discern his hidden stature. He 
was a fiery opponent of the Zionists and 
Maskilim and his zealotry and staunch 
pursuit of emes (truth) caused many to 
misinterpret his nature.  

 

Nothing But the Truth 

When he was a young child in shul 
and the sefer Torah passed him by, he 
refused to kiss it as all the other boys did. 
When asked about his refusal, he answered, 
“I don’t love the Torah, so why should I 
kiss it?” Everyone present was visibly 
distressed by this answer, and they related 
it to his father, the Divrei Chaim.  

The Sanzer was at ease and said, 
“This is a proof that he is a sincere ish emes 
– a man of truth! How can he love the 
Torah yet? He has never studied it! Once 
he learns Torah and sees its sweetness then 
he will learn to love the Torah and kiss it!” 
(Boruch She’omar p. 56. Others relate this 
story about his brother, the Shinover.) 

Of all the Divrei Chaim’s sons, none 
was as attached and bound to Rav Chaim as 
was Rav Boruch – so much so that they 
called him a true Sanzer Chassid (in the 
name of Rav Tzvi Hirsch of Rudnick). From 
childhood he did not leave his father’s side, 
imitating all his father’s ways and customs 
and acting as his father’s constant 
companion on all his journeys. The 
affection was reciprocal and the Divrei 
Chaim openly demonstrated warm 
affection for his son, Rav Boruch, praising 
him in appreciation of his wisdom and 
sharp intellect.  

“There has not been such a soul in 
this world for some three hundred years!” 
declared the Divrei Chaim. Because of their 
close relationship, Rav Boruch influenced 
his father in many ways. Often the Divrei 
Chaim would ask his son’s opinion on 
matters. Despite their closeness, however, 
Rav Boruch admitted that his father’s ways 
were so lofty that he failed to truly imitate 
him, try as he might. 

 

Jest and Rebuke in Disguise 

When Rav Chaim Reisher 
Hirschman came before Rav Aharon of Belz 
and introduced himself as a Gorlitzer 
Chassid, Rav Aharon responded that his 
father, Rav Yissochor Dov of Belz, said of 
Rav Boruch, “no hint of laughter was ever 
seen on his holy lips!” This despite the fact 
that he was known to jest and poke barbs of 
rebuke at many of the Tzaddikim of his 
own generation! We must conclude that 
these “jokes” and “barbs” had a hidden 
purpose and were not to be taken at face 
value. (Rabbeinu HaKodosh MiSanz Vol. II 
p. 331) 

Rav Boruch greatly admired his 
older brother, the Shinover Rav. In their 
youth they would arise early and study 
Torah before daybreak lishma (for its own 
sake), purely to give nachas ruach 
(satisfaction) to Hashem!  
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He once described the difference 
between themselves as follows: “My 
brother greatly admires truth and I simply 
detest falsehood. When my brother sees a 
matter that is full of falsehood and lies, if 
he still finds an ounce of truth in it, he 
honors and respects the matter and draws 
it close, because of this small truth which 
he values so highly. However, if I find a 
matter in which I discern even an ounce of 
falsehood, I cannot stand it!” (Vayaged 
Yaakov, Vol. IV Intro.) 

As was his custom, his sharp barbs 
of rebuke were reserved for his brother as 
well. A Shinover Chassid once spent a 
Shabbos in Gorlitz and listened in pain and 
distress, as jibe after jibe was aimed at his 
beloved Rebbe, the Shinover Rav! All 
Shabbos, Rav Boruch referred to his 
brother the Shinover mockingly as the 
Dybbuk, [because he had previously chased 
out a Dybbuk from someone] until the 
Chassid could no longer control his 
emotions and simply could not hold back, 
yelling, “Enough!”  

Rav Boruch gave him a stern knock 
on the head and remarked, “Fool! Don’t 
you know the meaning of Dybbuk? It 
means that he is constantly dovuk – bound 
and attached to the Ribbono Shel Olom!” 
(Ateres Chaim, Vol. I Intro.) 

When his own Chassidim asked him 
why he seemingly spoke against his brother 
when there were many more deserving of 
his rebuke, he replied, “When I arrive 
before the heavenly court and they rule 
against me that I deserve Gehinnom 
because of this, they shall ask me to face 
my brother, the Tzaddik against whom I 
spoke and – don’t worry – when he sees 
me, he himself will be the one to redeem 
me and take me out of there as a favor!” 

The Stropkover once told Rav Chaim 
Meir of Vizhnitz that Rav Boruch would 
pause before reciting the Shabbos Kiddush 
on Friday night, relating some jest or barb 
of rebuke as a joke against one of the 
Tzaddikim of the generation. Even his 

nephew, Rav Shlomo of Bobov, was no 
exception. He too was the brunt of his 
uncle Rav Boruch’s comic comments. 
During Rav Shlomo’s last years, Rav 
Boruch’s sister, Rebbetzin Nechama Rubin, 
begged and pleaded that he desist. He 
finally listened to her. Not long after, Rav 
Shlomo passed away while in Badenheim 
for his health. His body was recovered from 
the resort town to be laid to rest and that 
Shabbos, many Chassidim who had 
traveled from far and wide spent Shabbos 
in Gorlitz. No one wished to reveal the 
matter to Rav Boruch until he questioned 
his son, Rav Sinai of Zemigrod, as to the 
reason for the unusually large number of 
Shabbos guests. At first Rav Sinai tried to 
avoid the matter; yet when his father 
commanded him to fulfill the mitzva of 
Kibbud Av (the biblical command to honor 
one’s father) he had no choice but to tell 
him the truth. When he heard the sad news 
he cried out in pain and distress, “I told her 
[my sister] to leave me be and not stop me! 
I kept him alive all these years and now – 
oy vavoy!”  

Before he passed away, he asked his 
attendant for a cup of tea and recited the 
berocha shehakol – that everything was 
created by Hashem’s words. He drank half 
the cup and began to recite words of Torah, 
returning his neshoma in the middle of 
reciting the derosha [see Avos DeRabbi 
Nosson 25:2 that this is a good sign] on 
Rosh Chodesh, 1st of Adar, tov-reish-
samech-vov, at the age of seventy-six. 
(Based on Al HaTzaddikim ve’al 
HaChassidim, p. 45–49, Tzaddikei Olom, 
p. 116–122) 

 

“And he shall surely heal him” (Shemos 
21:19). 

From this pasuk, we learn that a 
physician is granted permission to heal the 
sick (Bova Kama).  

Rav Boruch of Gorlitz comments 
that there seems to be some kind of 
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contradiction between this statement and 
another statement in Bova Basra 116a, 
where we learn that whoever has someone 
sick in his home should go to a sage to ask 
him to daven and beg for mercy. This kind 
of healing does not depend on a doctor at 
all but rather on Hashem’s salvation alone. 

The Gorlitzer explained that as a 
Rav, when someone brings the lungs of an 
animal for him to examine and rule if they 
are kosher, he sees them, examines them 
and rules based on the principles of 

Halocha and based on what he has seen 
and examined. However, a doctor cannot 
always look inside a person. He must 
probe, question and work out a diagnosis 
based on wisdom, intellect and deduction. 
In order to arrive at the correct diagnosis, 
therefore, and to give the best treatment 
and medicine, he needs divine help. We 
thus see that both are needed! He must go 
the doctor and ask for Hashem’s mercy to 
guide him to the right conclusions. 
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The Bais Yisrael 

Review and Repetition is the Key 

The Bais Yisrael used to teach that 
the key to success in all matters in 
Yiddishkeit is review. Just as the Torah 
repeats and reviews teachings several times 
in the pesukim and does not expect us to 
learn and understand it all at once, so must 
each Jew not expect to fulfill all of the 
Torah and mitzvos all at once. Rather, 
Hashem expects from us and demands of 
us constant review and repetition to fulfill 
the Torah. He illustrated this concept with 
a story that Rav Mendel Shamash, the 
shamash of the Sefas Emes and the Imrei 
Emes [the Bais Yisrael’s grandfather and 
father], used to tell: Once, the Sefas Emes 
asked one of his Chassidim to give a 
charitable donation to tzedoka. The 
Chassid took out a hundred rubles, a 
handsome sum in those days, and handed 
it over. “Now,” explained the Sefas Emes, 
“the pasuk says, ‘You shall surely give – 
noson titen’; this sum covers the noson part 
– what about the titen?” And so the 
Chassid added another hundred rubles to 
his previous donation. “Now,” said the 
Sefas Emes, “the pasuk also warns us, Velo 
yera levov’cha besiten lo – “Do not have an 
evil heart when you give”. You have covered 
the noson and the titen; what about the lo 
yera levov’cha?” And so the Chassid added 

a further hundred rubles! 

 

You Don’t Need to Feel – Just Believe 

The Bais Yisrael often used to repeat 
teachings from the Kotzker school of 
Chassidus that he had heard from the 
elders of the Peshis’cha Chassidim: 

One such teaching was that a 
Chassid should not complain about his lack 
of emotion or feeling in Avodas Hashem, 
but rather he was to have strong emuna 
(faith). “A Chassid is forbidden to feel 
because such feelings mean that he feels 
himself and that he is something, when he 
should be so humble as to be nothing!” It 
says in the pasuk, “If the way is far from 
you and you cannot carry it because the 
place is far from you”. In a novel 
interpretation, the Peshis’cha Chassidim 
explained that if you feel that the burden is 
too great and the way is too far, you will not 
succeed – do not feel! Just believe and have 
faith! A Chassid needs to have emuna and 
not feelings! The Chiddushei HaRim once 
said to a Chassid who complained to him 
that he did not feel the kedusha of Yom 
Tov, “You don’t need to feel it, you need to 
believe it and have emuna!”  
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You Want a Reward? 

The Bais Yisrael also taught that 
Chassidim should not expect reward
illustrated this with a story of how when he 
was a child of about nine and a half, his 
brother, Rav Nechemia, was born. The 
Sandak at the bris was Rav Yaakov Dovid 
of Amshinov and the date was 
Re’eh. The Amshinover Rebbe 
teaching from the Rebbe Reb Bunim of 
Peshis’cha: “The pasuk says, ‘Re’eh 
place before you blessings and curses 
choose the blessings.’  

“What can the pasuk mean when it 
says, ‘Re’eh – See’? What is it we are 



  נפש יקרה ועדינה

  ד"ה הי

  ע מבריד

  גאלדענבערג
She was a Holocaust survivor who never let that period of time define 

her life. Although she lost most of her family 
an amazing life. She had a unique knack of making everyone who encountered 
her feel like they were the m
never left her face.  

She transmitted a strong value system stressing 
Tzaddikim. Her love for stories of 
chizuk to anyone who met her. In her
person who had an untoward word or adverse feelings about her.
 She loved her family deeply and immensely. May 
family and may she be a constant 
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should not expect rewards. He 

illustrated this with a story of how when he 
was a child of about nine and a half, his 
brother, Rav Nechemia, was born. The 

was Rav Yaakov Dovid 
of Amshinov and the date was Parshas 

Rebbe repeated a 
rom the Rebbe Reb Bunim of 

Re’eh – See, I 
place before you blessings and curses – 

mean when it 
See’? What is it we are 

supposed to look at here? The answer is 
understood from this moshol
going to cheder, we give him a sweet candy 
to entice him to study Torah 
ourselves, we don’t promise candies; 
instead, to us we are promised these 
berochos, like sweets, in exchange for our 
fulfillment of the Torah.”

Concluded the Bais Yisrael 
“The Amshinover was saying in the name of 
the Rebbe Reb Bunim of Peshis’cha, ‘
– look at yourselves and see what you look 
like – like a bunch of infants who need 
sweets and candies to encourage them! 
Look at how you must appear!’”

    

 

נפש יקרה ועדינה, אמנו החשובהלזכר נשמת 
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She was a Holocaust survivor who never let that period of time define 

her life. Although she lost most of her family - she claimed that Hashem gave her 
an amazing life. She had a unique knack of making everyone who encountered 
her feel like they were the most important loved person. Her inimitable smile 

She transmitted a strong value system stressing Emunas Hashem 
. Her love for stories of tzaddikim gave her chiyus and she conveyed that 

to anyone who met her. In her eighty-nine years of life, there wasn’t one 
person who had an untoward word or adverse feelings about her. 

She loved her family deeply and immensely. May Hashem console her 
family and may she be a constant melitza yeshura, אמ�. 
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