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THE FOXES WIN BUT NOT FOREVER 

At the end of Megillas Aicha the Navi describes the scene of the desolation of the Bais 

Hamikdash in the expression על הר ציון ששמם שועלים הלכו בו (Aicha 5,18) that even foxes 

trespassed there. Why are foxes the animal of choice to describe the Churban of the Bais 

Hamikdash and Yerushalayim?  

In the gemarrah Berachos 61 we find a parable about foxes and fish. When Rabbi Akiva was 

teaching Torah in public against the decree of the Romans, Papus Ben Yehuda addressed him 

with the following inquiry. Why are you placing your life in danger by flaunting the teaching of  

Torah in the enemy’s eyes? To which Rabbi Akiva responded with a parable that once a hungry 

fox was walking by the river bed and he noticed the fish were jumping up and down. He inquired 

why they are behaving so peculiar. They responded that they are afraid of the fishermen’s nets 

so they are constantly dodging and trying to escape them. The sly fox said I have the perfect 

solution. Why don’t you come on dry land and then the fishermen will not fish for you anymore? 

The fish replied, “If in our natural habitat of water which is our survival , nevertheless we have to 

fight for our lives and many times we are successful, surely if we leave our habitat and ascend to 

dry land we will absolutely die. 

So too, said Rabbi Akiva. Torah is compared to water and we to fish. If we learn Torah which is 

our natural spiritual habitat even at the possible cost of our physical lives, meanwhile we can at 

least have a life of spirituality as long as we are not caught in the enemy’s nets. However, i f  we 

go to the dry land which is a lifestyle void of learning Torah, surely we will have no spiritual 

existence. 

Rav Meir Shapiro writes that these two stories about foxes are a commentary on one another. 

The proper perception of Torah learning for Am Yisrael must be  עץ חיים היא that Torah is life 

itself and not a  mere luxury which one can do without. In the times of the Bais Hamikdash prior 

to its destruction, it was not a priority. Am Yisrael thought they could live without it even though 

it is nice to have. It was for them more of an intellectual pursuit rather than a spiritual one that 

creates a closer and more intimate bond with Hashem. שלא ברכו בתורה תחילה. The survival of 

the Jewish Nation is not dependent upon it,  so they thought. By veering from the proper 

perspective of Torah being the energy of all life, not only did they become a Roman Jew by being 

influenced by the host culture, they became a Jewish Roman totally assimilated. The fox  f inal ly 

won out and the Mikdash was destroyed. 

This victory of the fox is the cunning kelipah of  עמלק which is gematriah 240 the same as פקס 

the same letters as  ספק doubt. Amalek sends their influence into Klal Yisrael to weaken their 

emunah of clarity in Hashem and the purpose of existence. Once in doubt, we begin to falter 

even further until we succumb to being totally transformed into their lifestyle. “Come join us 

and become cultured instead of remaining archaic and prehistoric”. Leaving our natural habitat 



of Torah is our demise. The foxes are freely abounding in the desolation area of the Mikdash 

demonstrating their sign of victory over Am Yisrael’s head and their G-dly way of thinking. 

The Bais Hamikdash was also the place where all teffilos went and ascended to shamayim, as i t 

is called תפליות the mountain that all mouths turn to and direct their words. Our tefillos 

corresponded to the sacrifices. Now that the Mikdash was destroyed our tef illos are also 

compromised. Instead of being immersed in tefillah and deveikus, tefillah has become  

susceptible to become a magnet drawing one to think about everything else but tefil lah. It too 

has its foxes that come and say stop concentrating on the words and that you are standing 

before the King. Instead think of what we have to offer you, your schedule, the current events ,   

your investment you are about to profit on today, what you are having for lunch. The cell phone 

has been successful in distracting our davening even if it is the sudden vibration that we feel in 

our pockets alerting us that someone is trying to contact you. This is incredibly hinted in the 

gematria of  תפילה which is the same as the passuk 525 שועלים הלכו בו. The foxes have taken 

over our tefilos.  

ל אלה חשכו עינינועל זה היה דוה לבנו ע  the Navi laments over the effect the Churban took upon 

our eyes and heart. The eyes correspond to the loss of Torah clarity as the Sanhedrin are  cal led 

the עיני העדה. The heart refers to the clarity in tefilah  ולעבדו בכל לבבכם that we lost from the 

Churban.  The foxes play a major role in both of our losses and the goyim are not bashful  at al l  

about it naming their “media seductions” after them such news as Twentieth Century Fox  Fi lm 

Corporation or Fox News Sports, Business, etc. Tisha B’av is a day when we cry over our 

destruction of the Bais Hamikdash which caused the loss of the clarity of Torah  כי מציון תצא תורה

 and the loss of the clarity on tefilla ושמחתים בבית תפלתי.  

How do we fight the fox seduction? The passuk continues למה לנצח תשכחני Hashem  asks  למה  

why did this catastrophe occur? The answer is לנצח תשכחני you Klal Yisrael forgot that I am 

eternal. If I am eternal then you who possess my neshama are also eternal. The  foxes entice and 

lure one into forfeiting an eternal afterlife for a fleeting few seconds of this world of total bluff .  

Are we crazy or just insane? The saying goes that there are no atheists in a fox hole. When one is 

in danger of losing his physical life of this world, the foxes have absolutely no influence over him 

to go astray even if until now he has dug “deep in” with them. How much more so if one is in 

danger of losing his נצח Olam Habah over nothingness. This though of loss of eternity תעזבני will 

help me (Shmos 23,5) לאורך ימים for many days to come. 

Gut Shabbos  

Rav Brazil   

 

The answer is tefillah. Tefillah connects us to Hashem in a real way if we seriously think about 

what is happening when we daven. The Bais Hamikdash is the source of Te fillah During the 

tefillah we can feel that the life energy comes from Hashem. It is tefillah that can make our 



learning Torah a recognition of life itself that without it we have no life. That is whuy at the end 

of the Shemoneh Esrai we ask for Torah  לבי בתורתךפתח  and    .ותן חלקינו בתורתיך.    


