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GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN 
 

והיה בהניח ד' אלקיך לך מכל איביך מסביב “ 25:19

בארץ אשר ד' אלקיך נתן לך נחלה לרשתה תמחה 

 ”את זכר עמלק מתחת השמים, לא תשכח

“And it shall be that when Hashem, your G-d, gives you rest from 

all your enemies all around, in the Land that Hashem, your G-d, 

gives you as an inheritance to possess it, you shall wipe out the 

memory of Amalek from under the heaven – you shall not 

forget.”  The Torah commands us that we must completely 

eradicate the memory of Amalek, and then tells us that we shall 

not forget.  If we completely eradicate the memory of Amalek, 

that means that it will be forgotten.  How can the Torah then tell 

us that we must not forget, which seems to contradict that we 

must wipe out the memory of Amalek?  Additionally, what does 

the Posuk mean when it says that we shall wipe out the memory 

of Amalek from “under the heaven?”   

“Remember what Amalek did to you.”  The Chida say 

that there is a great reason for the Mitzvah of remembering the 

incident with Amalek. It is a time that one remembers the Torah 

and Mitzvos, and he must also remember that he stands in front 

of the Ribbono Shel Olam, Whose Presence fills the entire world. 

As it was revealed to the ג"סמ  in a dream that he had forgotten 

to include in his Sefer the command of the Torah – “ הישמר לך פן

אלקיך' תשכח את ד ” – he did not include this in his counting of 

the Mitzvos Lo Saseh of the Torah.  In the morning he realized 

that not only is it to be counted as a Lo Saseh, but it is also a 

great Yesod in Yiras Shomayim.  One must say the words from 

his mouth – Pesukim, that encompass Yiras Shomayim, for that 

will help him internalize his Yiras Shomayim, for it will remind 

him to remember Hakodosh Boruch Hu and the Mitzvos of the 

Torah.  The Yetzer Hara attempts to get people to be so caught 

up with matters of Olam Hazeh, that they forget Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu and the Torah.  One must always remember why he 

was brought into this world, and what is his purpose.  Amalek 

tried to get us to forget it, and that is why there is a Mitzvah to 

always remember what Amalek did to us, so that we always 

remember Hakodosh Boruch Hu and the Torah.   

 Amalek perpetrated two evils: What he did to Klal 

Yisroel in regards to this world, “תחת שמים” – “under the 

heaven,” by being the first to fight with Klal Yisroel thereby 

showing the other nations that there is no need to fear Klal 

Yisroel, and secondly that because of Amalek, the Shem Hashem 

and the Throne of Hashem is not complete in this world until 

Amalek will be eradicated. The Yismach Moshe explains -  “ זכור

 – ”Remember what Amalek did to “you – ”את אשר עשה לך עמלק

that which he did to you in this world until the time will come 

that you will be in control of all of your enemies, and then – 

 eradicate Amalek and the – ”תמחה את זכר עמלק מתחת השמים“

memory of Amalek forever.  However, that which Amalek did to 

cause the Shem Hashem, and the Kisai of Hashem to not be 

complete in this world, that you must never forget even after 

Amalek is eradicated, you must always be grateful that at that 

time the Shem Hashem and the Kisai of Hashem will be 

complete, and praise Hakodosh Boruch Hu for it.   

 “And Amalek were not Yarei Elokim.” עמלק is the 

Gematria רם, High – for Amalek was of the opinion that it is 

dishonorable for Hakodosh Boruch Hu to deal with matters of 

Olam Hazeh, and that Hakodosh Boruch Hu remains on High. 

This is patently false, for Hakodosh Boruch Hu humbles Himself, 

and is Mashgiach on each and every thing that happens in this 

world.  Being that Amalek was of this opinion, he was called one 

who was not Yarei Elokim.  “ אלקיך לך מכל איביך ' והיה בהניח ד

 In the future, Hakodosh Boruch Hu will clearly – ”מסביב

demonstrate to Amalek that He is in charge of every facet of this 

world, and will give Klal Yisroel the power to eradicate the 

memory of Amalek, “מתחת השמים”, from this world in which 

Amalek believed Hakodosh Boruch Hu has no control.  We must 

be very fearful of the power of Amalek for the wickedness is not 

apparent being that it is in one’s thoughts – “ולא ירא אלקים.”  

The main evil of Amalek was his thoughts that were against the 

Ribbono Shel Olam.  We need to perform many positive actions 

in order to strengthen our thoughts in Avodas Hashem.  It is for 

this reason that we first put on our Tefillin Shel Yad, which is a 

Remez to actions, and then put on our Tefillin Shel Rosh, which is 

a Remez to our thoughts.  We must perform many positive 

actions, and that will strengthen our Emunah in Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu. (Ach Pri Tevuah) 

 Amalek came with the attitude that there is no one 

running this world.  There may or may not be a G-d for all they 

cared, all that mattered to them was that He was not running 

this world.  This callous attitude cannot be further from the 

truth, and is something that must be completely stamped out so 

that there is no remnant of it.  We must know that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu runs this world with Hashgacha Pratis, everything 

down to the minutest detail is all run and orchestrated by 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Nonetheless, we are never to forget 

Amalek.  We are never to forget what they tried to do, they tried 

to infiltrate our thoughts, to make us think that perhaps it is true 

that Hakodosh Boruch Hu does not run this world.  By 

remembering the atrocity, and always repudiating it, it will in 

fact be erased from our hearts and minds forever.   

We must know and believe without a doubt that there 

is One who controls all, and that is Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  The 

Yetzer Hara may try to convince you that, “מתחת השמים” is 

different.  He may tell you that it is okay to believe that there is a 

G-d Above Who created the world, but he is Above, and not 

down here in this world.  We must eradicate that notion that 

 is different than above Shomayim.  It is all the ”מתחת השמים“

same – Hakodosh Boruch Hu runs it all.  When one firmly 

believes this, he will certainly want to follow the Rotzon Hashem, 

the Ruler over all.  May we be Zoche to have this complete 

Emunah, and do a proper Teshuva for all of our sins, as we 

approach the Yemei Din.   

 


