
RAV BRAZIL PARSHAS VAYAKHAIL PEKUDAI תשע"ז (HAGGADAH) 

YOU ARE PART OF THE KISAY HAKAVOD 

 AND DON’T YOU EVER FORGET IT 

The first of the four terms of geulah is  והוצאתי אתכם מתחת סבלות מצרים I 

will take you out from the burden of Mitzrayim. The Chidushei Harim 

renders a novel explanation that the term סבלות means tolerance. In order 

to merit redemption one first must sense disgust with the present state of 

galus. If one is tolerant of his matzav and feels comfortable, he will not 

seek change to better his physical or spiritual state. So the first stage of 

redemption is to remove the complacency feeling of galus and only then 

one can be advanced to the further levels of geulah. 

Why does the Torah use the word מתחת from under? Would it have not 

been suffice to write והוצאתי אתכם מסבלות מצרים? We can explain it to 

mean as follows. It was true that Am  Yisrael tolerated the servitude and 

sort of made peace with their matzav. But what was the underlying cause, 

the תחת, that allowed them to do so? The answer is that they felt 

disconnected to Hashem who removed His hashgacha from them. Where is 

this explanation alluded to? It is hinted in the world סבלות itself. For if one 

takes the letters that are beneath )תחת) the root word  סבל we will arrive 

at the letters  נאכ. There is something very meaningful about these three 

letters as revealed by the spectacular interpretation of the mekubal Rav 

Shimshon Ostrapoli on the passuk (Bereishis (28,16) תו ויאמר וייקץ יעקב משנ

 there is Hashem’s presence in this place אכן יש ה' במקום הזה ואנכי לא ידעתי

however I did not know.   

There are four malachim who are called Chayos Hakodesh who carry the 

Kisayh Hakovod that Hashem kiviyachol sits on. They appear in the form of 

a lion, a keruv, an eagle and a man as seen by Yechezkail Hanavi (Yechezkail 

10,14). The form of a man by the Kisey Hakovod is the picture of Yaakov 

Avinu (Chullin 91b). Up until this Ladder Dream, Yaakov thought that there 

were only three malachim in varying forms carrying the Kisey and his image 



was excluded. During his dream he realized that he himself is the fourth 

form on the Kisay. This is what he meant when in the morning he declared 

 which is the אכן  that up until now I thought that only אכן יש ה' במקום הזה 

acronym of  אריה כרוב נשר, were carrying the Kisay. However, אנכי, that 

there are really four carriers which includes the added letter yud to  אכן 

which represents the Adam in the form of  יעקב, was לא ידעתי not yet 

known to me.   

Let us expand this thought. In the Kisvei Ha’ari ztl, he writes that the  דעת 

of Am Yisrael was in galus  as it is written ושמי ה' לא נודעתי להם. The word   

 The .והאדם ידע את חוה אשתו means connection as the passuk says דעת

reason why Hashem was not “known” to Yisrael was because they felt that 

they had no “relationship” with Him for they already lost their mutual 

bond, and they felt abandoned by Hashem. Once one believes that Yaakov 

is no longer carved on the Kisayh Hakavod and the relationship between 

oneself and Hashem has terminated, then he becomes comfortable with his 

aveiros and does not seek to do teshuva for it no longer exists for him as an 

option. Now they were open to the philosophy that if it is over, one might 

as well enjoy life. However, they were mistaken. Hashem demonstrated to 

them that He was willing to turn nature upside down just to display that His 

relationship with Am Yisrael did not die but rather fainted momentarily and 

was in hiding. Hashem’s caring and continuous concern for His children was 

Hashem’s message actualized by the Ten Makkos. These plagues reaffirmed 

the fact that the form of Yaakov Avinu is still carved on the Kisay Hakavod 

and that Hashem did not abandon His people. These Ten Makkos brought 

about the letter yud (numerical of 10) on the already existing  אכן, 

transforming it to  אנכי of the first dibbur  אנכי ה' אלקיך אשר הוצאתיך מארץ

  .מצרים 

With this we can understand the Chazal which comments on the passuk  אכן

 that once I (Moshe Rabbeinu)  realize that there are Yidden who נודע הדבר 

speak Lashon Harah against each other, it has become evident to me why 

Am Yisrael are in galus. The revelation to Moshe is in the word  אכן for it 

also reflects the reason for the failure of Am Yisrael of restricting 



themselves to such talk. אכן they have given up hope concerning their 

connection with Hashem. They are no longer attached to the Kisay Hakavod 

which affirms that each Yid is an expression of Hashem’s kovod. If one 

would realize this, he would never dare to say anything negative about 

Hashem’s child. However, now that there exists only  אכן and  יעקב has 

been removed from the Kisay, what then is so special about another Yid 

that one cannot speak Lashon Harah concerning  him. But as the Makkos 

progressed the letter Yud became clearer and clearer until the last plague 

of Makas Bechoros when Hashem’s love for every Yid attained a pinnacle 

and all Yidden were united as one. 

The Korban Pesach was a lamb which symbolized Yaakov Avinu (Bereishis 

Rabba 96,6). The passuk (Shmos 34,20) says פטר חמור תפדה בשה this hints 

to the fact that Yidden were accepting their state of being identified with 

Mitzrayim who is compared to a חמור which connotes the physical.  ולא

 they could not hear Moshe Rabbeinu’s message of שמעו אל משה מקוצר רוח

redemption because they were short on ruchniyus due to their perception 

that Hashem is disconnected to them. The way to rectify this misconception 

is תפדה בשה through Yaakov Avinu, by realizing that Yaakov’s connection 

of Am Yisrael to the Kisey Hakavod is still in tact. 

 That is why Hashem carried Yisrael the night of the Seder to the place of 

the Bais Hamikdash to slaughter the Korban Pesach and returned them that 

same night. Why?  In order to show them that they are still connected to 

the Kisay, since the foundation of the Bais Hamikdash sits directly above it 

(Rashi, Shmos 15,17). That is the reason why we find that Yaakov Avinu was 

the exclusive one of the Avos who was present during the miracle of Keriyas 

Yam Suf as the passuk says וירא ישראל את היד הגדולה that the name Yisrael 

refers to Yaakov Avinu (Baal Haturim Bereishis 37, 10) since geulah from 

Mitzrayim demonstrated that all Yisrael are connected to the Kisay 

Hakovod through Yaakov Avinu. 

The gematriah of  יעקב אבינו כסא כבוד equals 364. The word  המשיח with 

the word also equals 364. This shows that our bond to the Kisay Hakovod 



through Yaakov Avinu will last all the way to Moshiach to the point that 

each year at the Seder we can say with assurance אה בני חוריןלשנה הב . 
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