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(רש"י) שיתחזק אדם בהם תמיד בכל כחו - (ברכות לב:) ארבעה צריכים חיזוק   

     A Sichah from Maran HaGaon Rav Gershon Edelstein shlita   Parashas Beshalach 5776 

 Hashgachah on Klal Yisrael  

In recent months, we have unfortunately witnessed many 
terrorist attacks in Eretz Yisrael, and in the world in general. 
The Medrash Esther Rabah (10:11) states that Klal Yisrael 
amongst the nations is like a lone sheep that is together with 
seventy wolves. The Sifri states in Behaloscha that it is a 
Halachah, that Esav hates Yaakov. This is how it has always 
been. This hate has its roots in our acceptance of the Torah at 
Har Sinai, as the Gemara in Shabbos (89b) states that it is 
called “Sinai” as this caused “Sinah” – “hatred” towards us 
from the nations of the world.                    

The Yalkut in Bamidbar (689) states that when Hashem 
decided to give the Torah to the nations, the nations became 
jealous. They did not understand why Bnei Yisrael were 
chosen to be close to Hashem, and they weren’t. Hashem told 
the nations that they should bring their Sefer Yuchsin (the 
book recording their ancestry), and compare it to the Sefer 
Yuchsin that My sons (i.e. Klal Yisrael) has brought to Me. In 
other words, Klal Yisrael has more positive attributes and 
good Middos than the nations of the world. This is because 
they are like their forefathers. Every Jew knows his lineage. 
This is as opposed to the nations of the world, who are 
involved in promiscuity and pleasure. This is the difference 
between Klal Yisrael and the nations, and explains to them 
why Bnei Yisrael were chosen by Hashem.                                    

However, when Bnei Yisrael arrived in Shitim and started 
to become promiscuous with the girls of Moav, the nations 
were happy. They said, “The crown that they had has been 
taken away from them. They are just like us!” What did 
Hashem do? When they fell, Hashem made them stand. In 
other words, Hashem struck all those who sinned, and 
returned them to their pure state. Hashem makes sure that 
Klal Yisrael remains pure. If Hashem sees that here is a threat 
to the purity of Klal Yisrael due to their desires and the Yetzer 
Hara, he purifies them with affliction and decrees so that they 
will be pure once again.            

This is why Klal Yisrael has suffered so much throughout 
the generations. Many thousands and ten thousands of Jews 

have been killed for this very reason. If they would not have 
been killed, it is difficult to fathom how many Jews there 
would be in the world today. Since religious Jews do not 
intermarry, if there would not have been all of the tremendous 
affliction and killings that we have suffered, there would be 
literally billions of Jews alive today. The killings and decrees 
against people who ended up dying Al Kiddush Hashem have 
clearly thinned our ranks significantly. The Vayikra Rabah 
(32:1) mentions how it was common in the Roman Empire for 
Jews to be persecuted for their observance of basic Mitzvos, 
such as Bris Milah and Shabbos. However, there have also 
been many decrees against Jews just because they are Jews, 
such as the Holocaust.  

My Rebbi, Rav Dessler zt”l, stated that it was a Chessed of 
Hashem that he did not make the Holocaust a matter of 
whether or not Jews were observant. If the Nazis would have 
asked many Jews to transgress or be killed, many would have 
transgressed, and would not have withstood this test. This is 
why Hashem did not make this into a religious issue (and 
instead allowed all of the Jews killed in the Holocaust to have 
the sanctified status of being killed Al Kiddush Hashem).  

 What was the reason for these decrees? The Gemara in 
Shabbos (55a) states, “There is no death without sin, and no 
suffering without transgression.” Rav Shach zt”l spoke about 
the Holocaust, and said that there is nothing that happens “by 
chance.” There were not many Bnei Torah before the 
Holocaust. It is not like today, when it is difficult for people 
who are not Bnei Torah to find Shidduchim for their children. 
Then it was the opposite! Out of the six million Kedoshim 
Hy”d, a very small percentage were Bnei Torah. There were 
not many Yeshivos in existence. The Reform movement had 
unfortunately snared many Jewish souls, and many Jews were 
unfortunately involved in promoting heretical views.                 

All of the decrees and difficulties in the history of Klal 
Yisrael were to keep Bnei Yisrael pure. The Gemara in 
Berachos (5a) states, “Whomever Hashem wants, He afflicts 
with suffering.” If Hashem loves a person, he will purify him 
with suffering in order that he will repent and become holy. 
The Gemara states there, “One might think that Hashem even 
does this to someone who will not accept them with love. The 
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Passuk, “If he will make his soul Asham (guilty, or like a 
Korban Asham).” This teaches that just as a person must 
willingly bring a Korban Asham, so too Hashem only brings 
suffering on a person if he willing to accept it appropriately. 
This is because suffering only helps a person who accepts it 
appropriately. Suffering greatly uplifts and helps such a 
person. This is also how Hashem acts with Klal Yisrael. He 
gives them suffering if it will uplift them as a nation.              

The Passuk in Yeshayahu (57:15) states “On high and holy 
I will dwell, and (with) the depressed and low of spirit.” 
Hashem allows those who are humble to reside with Him. The 
Chovos Ha’Levavos (Shar Ha’Kniah ch. 2) states that there 
are many words synonymous with the word “Anav” – “a 
humble person” in Hebrew, some of which are “Daka” -- 
“depressed” and “Shfal Ruach” -- “low of spirit.” It is 
interesting to note that while the word “Daka” we see means 
humble and depressed, it also is used to connote a person who 
is afflicted, as in “Meduka b’Yessurim” – “afflicted with 
Yessurim.” Through affliction, one becomes humble. A 
person who lives a good life can easily become haughty. This 
is as the Passuk states, “Lest you eat and be satiated…and 
good houses you will build…and your heart will become 
haughty.”  

The Gemara in Sotah (5a) states that the explanation of the 
Passuk, “And the depressed and low of spirit,” is a 
diagreement among Amoraim. One says this means, “Iti 
Daka” and one says it means, “Ani Es Daka.” What does this 
mean? Rashi explains that “Iti Daka” means that Hashem will 
elevate a person who is a Daka until he resides with Hashem. 
“Ani Es Daka” means that Hashem places the Shechinah next 
to the person who is a Daka. What is the meaning of this 
argument? What is the difference between these two 
explanations? 

It seems this can be explained based on the explanation 
that Rashi gives on the Passuk in Bereishis (6:9), “Es 
Ha’Elokim Hishalech Noach” – “Noach walked with 
Hashem.” Rashi explains that Avraham walked “before 
Hashem” while Noach walked “with Hashem,” because he 
needed Hashem to support him. It is therefore possible that in 
our Gemara, “Iti Daka” means that the Daka is able to rise up 
to Hashem on his own, due to his suffering, without Hashem 
“going down” to help him. “Ani Es Daka” refers to Hashem 
having to help the Daka manage his ordeal with suffering, and 
eventually become holy.                       

Hashem Straightens Them   

.     While we mentioned above that we have recently 
witnessed many terrorist attacks in Eretz Yisrael, and in the 
world in general, there are also countless stories of 

Hashgachah Pratis within these attacks that are nothing short 
of miraculous. We thank Hashem, “On Your miracles that are 
with us every day.” Some miracles are so hidden that they are 
even hidden from the person who they happen to, as the 
Gemara in Niddah (31a) states that sometimes, “The one who 
the miracle happens to does not even realize a miracle 
occurred to him.” In Chutz La’Aretz, where there have been 
attacks, even in places where there have been guards around 
these areas, it is a sign that Hashem wants more from us. We 
must further strengthen and sanctify ourselves in Torah and 
Mitzvos. This will achieve the goal of purification without 
needing further suffering and affliction.      

    How can we achieve this? First, we must strengthen 
our Torah study. This is as the Mishnah in Pe’ah (1:1) 
states, “And Torah study is equivalent to all of them.” We 
must strengthen our Torah study in quality and in 
quantity. We must concentrate and become attached to 
Torah. We must also strengthen our Tefilah and Emunah.  

There are many levels of Emunah. This is as the Rema 
writes in the beginning of Orach Chaim, “Shivisi Hashem 
l’Negdi Samid Hu Klal Gadol Ba’Torah Ubi’Ma’alos 
Ha’Tzaddikim” – “I have constantly put Hashem in front of 
me” is a significant rule in Torah and in the positive attributes 
of the righteous that are before Hashem.” The Rema states 
there at length. how a person must always remember that 
Hashem always sees what he is doing.  

A person must know that whatever happens to him is due 
to Hashgachah from Hashem. Whether a person is healthy or 
sick, strong or weak, has happy or tragic events happen to 
him, is all from Heaven. The purpose of everything that 
happens to a person is to lead him to strengthen his Emunah 
in Hashem.  

The Gemara says in Beitzah (16a) that a person’s income 
for the year is determined between Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur. Rashi explains, “Whatever a person is supposed to 
earn for the year is determined at this time. He should be 
careful not to spend money on unimportant things, as he will 
not have more money added to this total, and will only receive 
what was decreed at this time.”  

The Gemara in Bava Basra (10a) relates an incident that 
happened with the son of Rebbi Yochanan ben Zakai’s sister. 
Rebbi Yochanan saw in a dream that his nephew’s family was 
supposed to lose seven hundred Dinarim that year. He 
therefore went and made them give that amount in charity. 
However, they did not give him seventeen Dinarim out of the 
seven hundred. The next Erev Yom Kippur, messengers from 
the Caesar confiscated seventeen Dinarim from his nephew’s 
household. Rebbi Yochanan told them that they should not 
worry about further persecution from the Caesar, as this was 
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the rest of the amount (besides what they gave to charity) that 
they were supposed to lose that year.     

Charity is one of three merits that remove bad decrees. The 
other two are repentance and prayer. Repentance refers to 
repenting for everything that a person needs to repent for, 
such as Bittul Torah, not praying properly, or transgressing 
Mitzvos Bein Adam l’Chaveiro.     

How does a person repent? He must honestly analyze his 
actions, and see if they are according to the Torah. Usually, a 
person is unable to judge whether or not he is acting properly 
on his own. The Sifrei Mussar, such as Orchos Tzaddikim, 
Mesilas Yesharim, Chovos Ha’Levavos, and Sharei 
Teshuvah can be his guide in this matter. They enable a 
person to honestly ask himself: Are my actions in 
accordance with what is mandated by these Sefarim? Do I 
fulfill what they say, or do I need to repent? This is the 
obligation of repentance that helps repeal bad decrees.  

In our Yeshivah there is currently a bad decree, as the Rosh 
Yeshivah Rav Chaim Shlomo Leibovotz shlit”a is sick, and he 
cannot currently influence the students of our Yeshivah as he 
did previously. We are missing his tremendous influence of 
Torah and Yiras Shamayim. Who is guilty? We are, as we 
need his influence! We must improve in these three things 
mentioned above (prayer, repentance, and charity). It should 
be clear that charity does not just mean the act of giving 
charity to a poor person. It includes all areas of Bein Adam 
l’Chaveiro. We must make sure not hurt any other person, and 
if we do Chas v’Shalom, we must ask him for forgiveness.  

Sometimes it is not enough to ask for forgiveness. Rather a 
person must admit that he made a mistake, and that his friend 
was correct. This is often the best way to receive forgiveness. 
However, for someone to admit this, he must be on a high 
spiritual level. This is evident from the fact that the Mishnah 
in Pirkei Avos (5:7) lists seven characteristics of a wise 
person, with the last being that he admits the truth. A person 
who is truly smart understands that there is nothing wrong 
with admitting that he made a mistake.                                        

The Merit of  Torah 

The Taz was once in the middle of teaching his students 
Torah, when a lady burst in to the lesson and pleaded with the 
Taz to pray for her sick son. The Taz said that he cannot 
interrupt his lesson, but he dedicates the merit of the Torah he 
is learning with his students to the complete recovery of this 
boy. The child indeed made a complete recovery due to this 
great merit.        

When I learned in Lomza in Petach Tikvah, there was a 
holy Tzaddik and Talmid Chacham named Rav Eliyahu 

Dushnitzer zt”l. He was one of the ten people present when 
the Chafetz Chaim forced a Dibbuk to leave a person’s body. 
The Dibbuk said at that event that Rav Dushnitzer was a 
“holy mouth.” When people would ask him to pray for the 
sick, he would ask the Yeshivah boys to learn on their behalf, 
just as the Taz did in the aforementioned incident. 

I therefore would like to take this opportunity, when we are 
involved in Torah study, to dedicate the merit of this Torah 
study to the complete recovery of Rabeinu Chaim Shlomo ben 
Tzeita Leah amongst the other sick people in Klal Yisrael, 
and everyone in Klal Yisrael who needs a Yeshuah. We are 
obligated to care for each other and love our fellow Jews. It is 
therefore incumbent upon all of us to increase merits for Klal 
Yisrael. These merits should also help those who are far from 
a Torah lifestyle, as they are mostly in the category of 
accidental sinners and “Tinokos Shenishbau” – “captured 
children (who were not raised knowing about the obligation to 
perform Mitzvos).”                  

Tefilah for Klal Yisrael   

We ask in Shemonah Esreh, “Hashiveinu Avinu 
l’Sorasecha” – “Return us, our Father, to Your Torah.” We 
say this in the plural, just as we say the entire Shemonah 
Esreh in the plural (besides for Elokai Netzor). We ask that 
Hashem should strengthen our Torah, and our Tefilah, and 
enable us to repent. We ask this not only for us, but for all of 
Klal Yisrael. We are asking that we should be able to fulfill 
all six hundred thirteen Mitzvos, comprised of two hundred 
forty eight positive commandments and three hundred sixty 
five negative commandments. Included in this request is that 
we should be able to fulfill all of the commandments of the 
prophets, and all Rabbinic commandments. We ask, “Selach 
Lanu” – “Hashem should forgive us” and “Hashiveinu,” that 
we should merit to repent for any sins we have already 
committed.                   

While it is important to ask for forgiveness and repentance 
in order that we should be forgiven, it is a higher level to ask 
for this in order that there should be the Heavenly honor of 
Klal Yisrael repenting. This is as we ask in Elokai Netzor, 
“Do this for (the honor of) Your Name.” The entire purpose 
of creation is to increase Kvod Shamayim, as stated in Pirkei 
Avos. Punishments add Kvod Shamayim, because they lead to 
people strengthening their observance of Torah and Mitzvos. 
Certainly when a righteous person is rewarded, it increases 
Heavenly honor! All people who are successfully learning 
Torah increase Kvod Shamayim. If there will be a complete 
recovery for Rabeinu Chaim Shlomo ben Tzeita Leah, that 
will also increase Kvod Shamayim.                
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Everything that happens in the world is because this is how 
Hashem wants it to be. When the wind blows, it blows 
because Hashem’s Will is that it should blow. This is as the 
Passuk states, “The turbulent wind does His Will.” When it 
rains, this is the Will of Hashem. Even the permanent rising 
and setting of the sun, and the orbit of the moon, is the Will of 
Hashem.  We must recognize that everything in the world is 
the Will of Hashem.    

 We must constantly learn Mussar Sefarim, and work to 
repair any of our actions that are not according to the Will of 
Hashem. We must always remember that this is our 
obligation. This is similar to the Nefesh Ha’Chaim’s 
explanation of the Passuk regarding Torah, “Etz Chaim Hi 
La’Machazikim Bah” – “It is a tree of life to those who hold 
onto it.” The Nefesh Ha’Chaim says that if a person was 
drowning and he saw a sturdy tree, he would cling to it with 
all his might, as he knows that this will save him from 

drowning. Torah is that tree. If a person is constantly learning, 
Torah learning will save him. If he stops learning for awhile, 
he will drown. Similarly, focusing on our obligation in this 
world will save us from drowning. If we stop thinking about it 
for awhile, we are in danger.          

May Hashem give all of us (including myself) Siyata 
Dishmaya to enable us to strengthen ourselves in every 
possible way!         

    

               

 

 
 

(This discourse was delivered in Shevat 5776.) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Dedicated by the Kroll Family, Los Angeles 
 להצלחת בניהם ובנותיהם בתורה וביראת שמים

For donations or dedications of the Hebrew and English flyers, or to receive the sichos to your email, please 
contact: darkei.hachizuk@gmail.com 

The sichos are transcribed and translated from a weekly va’ad in Rav Gershon Edelstein’s home.  


