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 ביום ברא אלקים אדם בדמות אלקים עשה אתו. )ה:א(
On the day of G-d’s creating of Man, He made him in the likeness of G-d. (5:1) 

The main subject of the Posuk is Man! 
Once, the attendants of Rebbe Moshe Feinstein, zt”l, came to 

him and told him that the taxi was waiting for him. Rebbe Moshe 
told them: “I once lived in Russia and when the wagon arrived they 
would say ‘the wagon is found’, but today in America they say ‘the 
taxi is waiting’. What is the difference? Once, people used to be the 
main subject, but today, the taxi is the main subject.”  

(Umatok HaOhr) 
 

Staten Island Z’manim 

 לכל זמן ועת
 

Rashi (2:5) notes 

that rain did not fall to 

cause the vegetation to 

sprout until after the 

creation of Adam, so 

that he could appreciate 

it and Daven for it. The 

Maharal (Gur Aryeh) 

notes that the primary 

reason for the rain to be 

held back was because 

there was no one to 

appreciate it and one is 

prohibited from doing a 

favor for others when it 

will not be appreciated. 

Hashem will only give 

us our requests if we 

express our appreciation 

for what we have, and 

for that which we 

receive from Him!  
 

   Parshah Thoughts 
Ideas and Reflections 

 

By: Rabbi Aron Moshe Jacobsohn 

 
 

 

 פרשת בראשית תשע"ז
Parashas Bereishis   5777 

Shabbos Mevorchim   •   שבת מברכים 

Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan is on Tuesday & Wednesday 
 

            Compiled by: Rabbi Yehuda Winzelberg 

 

ד“בס  

 A Collection of Inspiring Insights 
       # 334 

             

 
 

 

 
 

 

                Candle Lighting: 5:39  

 
 

  Sof Z’man Krias Shema: 
      Mogen Avraham: 9:25   Gra: 10:01 
Sof Z’man Tefillah (Shacharis): 10:54 

Chatzos: 12:40       Sh'kiah: 5:56 
Havdalah: Tzeis HaKochavim: 6:38 
     Rabbeinu Tam (72 minutes): 7:09  

                                                 (some say 7:19) 
 
 

                      
               Next Week: Noach 
              Candle Lighting: 5:31 

 The Rosh’s Guide to Life— Orchos Chaim L’HaRosh 
The Rosh, Rabbeinu Asher ben Yechiel, was one of the Rishonim. One of his best known works is Piskei 

HaRosh, which organizes the Gemara and gives a final Halachah based on the Sugyos. The Rosh’s son, 

Rabbeinu Yaakov, better known as the Tur, used this to compile the Arba’ah Turim. Rav Yosef Karo wrote an 

extensive commentary on this called the Bais Yosef, which became the basis for his magnificent work, the 

Shulchan Aruch. Much of our present day Halachah traces itself back to the Rosh. The Rosh composed 

Orchos Chaim as a means for one to elevate himself and grow in Ruchniyus, and contains lessons in Halachah 

and Mussar. The Tosfos Yom Tov considered this work so vital that he instituted a different part of it to be said 

on each day of the week during Shacharis before Pesukei D’Zimra, and he wrote ‘that the words contained in 

it are precious and dear to him’. In the Yeshivah of Kelm, Orchos Chaim was one of the most fundamental 

Seforim learned, and much time was spent delving deeply into the teachings of the Rosh as a guide to help one 

attain perfection in their service to Hashem. The Sha’agas Aryeh commented that, “Orchos Chaim is an old 

and ancient work and is like well-aged wine. Though it was printed long ago, it is still a joy to behold.” The 

Alter of Kelm, Rav Simchah Zissel Ziv, writes about Orchos Chaim, “It is a work that contains matters of great 

importance, as it teaches about Yiras Shamayim, ethics, and proper behavior.” In fact, the Alter of Kelm 

suggested that one should be fined if he missed a day of learning it. The Rav of Ponovezh, Rav Yosef Shlomo 

Kahaneman, has said, “Orchos Chaim encompasses all of life’s issues, and it will direct one who learns it to 

climb the upward path of growth and intelligence. The Rosh lays out the stumbling blocks which lie constantly 

at our feet throughout our lives. They are the ‘snares of death’ and should be avoided at all costs!” 

The Rosh begins his work, Orchos Chaim with the introduction that the topics discussed in this Sefer are 

matters that one should beware of, in order that he may stay away from ‘the death traps’ and be illuminated 

with the ‘light of life’. The Alter of Kelm said that if his Yeshivah had been established only so that the Sefer 

Orchos Chaim would be studied in depth, it would have been enough of a reason. The Alter writes that each 

person who studies this Sefer will learn to value it tremendously, and great benefit will come to the person 

who learns it! 
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Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
Learning Mussar is essential for one who is looking to better himself and grow close to 

Hashem. Rav Yisroel Salanter commented that it is easier to learn the entire Shas that correct a 

single bad Middah. Bear in mind that Rav Yisroel meant this on his level of learning Shas! He 

also said, “It is worthwhile for one to learn Mussar his entire life, even if it only prevents him 

from saying just one comment of Lashon Hara.” Rav Yisroel also taught that it is necessary for 

one to work very hard at climbing the levels of Mussar and Yiras Shamayim, just as a mountain 

climber must strain and work very hard to climb a mountain. There is a famous story of a very 

busy business man who approached Rav Yisroel Salanter and told him that he is so busy each 

day and he can only free up a short amount of time for learning Torah, and he wanted to know 

what the best thing for him to learn was, so he could get the most out of the time he had to 

learn. Rav Yisroel said, “Learn Mussar during that time, because when you learn Mussar, you 

will discover that you really have more time in your day to set aside for learning!” 
 

The Alter of Kelm said that when one kills his Yetzer Hara, it is considered as if he offered a 

Korban on the Mizbei’ach, and just as one who performs Shechitah has to know the proper 

Halachos, one must learn the proper way to conquer his Yetzer Hara, and that will be 

accomplished through learning Mussar. Someone once asked Rav Yosef Yozel Hurwitz, the 

Alter of Novardok, “How long must one work at learning Mussar?” The Alter answered, “Until 

he changes himself from bad to good. It is like a wagon that has turned over. How long should 

one work to set the wagon on its wheels again? Obviously, he must work until the wagon is 

upright again. The same is true with a person looking to improve himself. He must work until his 

Middos are upright!” The Chofetz Chaim taught that one should fix times to learn Mussar every 

single day. He taught, “Even if one has learned Mussar for a long time but has not seen good 

results, he should still persist learning Mussar. Doctors prescribe medicine to be taken many 

times before a disease is cured, and it is the same with a person who suffers a spiritual illness. He 

must take many doses of Mussar before he is cured!” The Chofetz Chaim said that learning 

Seforim of Mussar are the Halachos of good Middos and Yiras Shamayim. 
 

 L’Maaseh      
Rav Mottel Slonimer, zt”l, writes  (Maamar 

Mordechai p.342) that sometimes it seems 

impossible to overcome the Yetzer Hara and to 

change one’s ways, and indeed it is impossible 

without Hashem’s help. However, if we only try, 

then Hashem will help us. He notes the following 

story: Two Tzaddikim once made a pact with 

each other that whichever of them passes away 

first would come to his friend in a dream and tell 

him what happened in his judgment in 

Shamayim. A while later when one of the 

Tzaddikim was Niftar, as promised, he soon 

afterward came to his friend in a dream to reveal 

what had happened to him. He said, “When the 

court reviewed all my deeds, they saw that 

everything was perfect except for one Aveirah 

that I had, and that was the sin of taking a bribe.” 

He explained, “Once, when I was serving as the 

head of the Bais Din, one of the people involved 

in the case I was judging placed money into my 

pocket without me knowing about it. I later 

found the money but I didn’t know that it was 

related to the court case from earlier, and I used 

it assuming it was money that I had placed there 

and forgotten about. For this, I was told that I 

would need to go to Gehinom to be cleansed, but 

I told the court that I didn’t want to go there, so 

instead, they brought me to a very large building. 

They told me that instead of going to Gehinom, I 

would have to demolish this building, and they 

handed me a small hammer to use. They said, 

‘Tear down this building with the hammer, and 

when you finish, you will go straight to Gan 

Eden.’ I was devastated. It seemed that I would 

be working on knocking down the building for 

many years, as it was a very large building and I 

only had a small hammer to work with. But then 

I thought to myself, ‘Didn’t I wear a Talis and 

Tefilin every day during my lifetime and study 

Torah and keep all the Mitzvos, only because I 

chose to do Hashem’s will? Well, right now, it is 

Hashem’s will that I break a large building with 

this small hammer. If so, what is there to be 

upset about? This is the will of Hashem, and I 

will do it with joy— even if it will take me many 

years to accomplish! With a heart full of 

Simchah, I raised the hammer and hit the 

building with all my might, and to my great 

astonishment, the entire building collapsed!         

I was then swiftly brought to my place in Gan 

Eden.” Rav Mottel Slonimer teaches that this 

reminds us that at times it can seem like it will 

take forever to change ourselves, but we only 

just need to put up a little fight with the Yetzer 

Hara. Things may only seem impossible, but 

they aren’t. It is very likely that one strong    

blow against the Yetzer Hara will topple him, 

and we can grow into the person we have set   

out to be! 
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 בס"ד

The concluding Brachah of Ahavah Rabbah is Ha’bocheir Be’amo Yisroel Be’ahavah, that 

Hashem chooses His nation with love, and it is written in the present tense. The Sefer Doveir 

Shalom explains that this emphasizes the eternal and unconditional love that Hashem has for His 

nation. The Gematria, the numeral value of the word ‘Ahavah’ is 13, and that is the same 

numerical equivalent for the word ‘Echad’, which means ‘one’. This teaches that where there is 

love, there is togetherness, as a unit of ‘one’. Furthermore, when this is combined, it is the same 

Gematria as the holy Name of Hashem, which equals 26 (13 + 13 = 26). In Ahavah Rabbah, we 

celebrate and acknowledge the love we share with Hashem Echod, Hashem, Who is One. The 

Doveir Shalom also teaches us that when we have love for each other, it brings Hashem closer to 

us, and this causes an increase in Shalom, peace in the world! 
 

       The Siddur Speaks 

A Closer Look at Davening 

V’halachtah B’drachav 
The Ways of Hashem 
Working on our Middos 

 B’Kitzur… Hilchos Tefilah 
If there are ten people Davening and they don’t have a Sefer Torah for Laining, a Sefer 

Torah may not be brought for them, even if they are captives in jail, and not even for Rosh 

Hashanah or Yom Kippur. However, if it is anticipated before it is needed that there is no Sefer 

Torah for Laining and it will be needed soon, and an Aron HaKodesh is prepared a day or two 

before, it is permitted to then bring a Sefer Torah for them. The reason for this is because a 

Torah requires a Makom Kavua, a set place for it to be before it is brought there. Some Halachic 

authorities permit a Torah to be brought even if a place wasn’t prepared, if the Torah is for an 

important individual, someone that is sick, or for Parashas Zachor or Parashas Parah, since 

there are those who hold that Laining these Parshiyos are a Mitzvah D’Oraysa.  

(Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 23:30) 

 


