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Parshas Korach 

Satisfaction 

There was once a mouse that was relentlessly pursued 

by a cat. His greatest wish in life was to become a cat 

for then he would be mighty. One day his dream 

actualized; he became a cat. He was feeling all proud 

when suddenly a large dog began to chase him. ‘If 

only I could be a powerful dog’ thought the ex- 

mouse. Suddenly it transpired; he became a dog. All 

was well and he was enjoying his new status when the 

owner came and wacked his dog. ‘If only I would be 

a mighty man’ thought the dog. As if by magic he 

instantly transformed into a man. Life was good, until 

he came home and the housewife put him in his place. 

Suddenly he reassessed his dream; ‘I wish I could be 

a housewife’. Before he knew what happened he 

found himself standing in the kitchen wearing an 

apron and holding a broom; the dream had been 

actualized. Suddenly a mouse appeared; the house 

wife jumped onto the table and began to scream in 

fright. The only thought going through her head was, 

‘if only I was a mouse’. 

People have a habit of looking at others wide-eyed 

dreaming of being like someone else. You never 

know, that person may be dreaming of being like you. 

Our job is to be happy with our lot.  

The Vilna Gaon )ספר מנוחה וקדושה ח"ב סי' כ"ג( says that even in 

regards to our lot in Avodas Hashem we have to 

acquire this trait of שמח בחלקו.  

Korach was from Shevet Levi, he was from the 

bearers of the Aron; yet he was not happy with his lot; 

he felt a need to be Kohen Gadol. Moshe attempted to 

imbue him with this lesson; רב לכם בני לוי, feel elated 

with your great fortune of being selected to serve 

Hashem in the Mishkan. If you gain satisfaction from 

your lot you will not need to vie for the position of 

others. 

For Klal Yisrael to reach its objective, we need many 

people in many different positions. We need our 

Yungerleit, our Roshei Yeshivos, our Mechanchim, 

and our Askanim etc. Hashem places each person 

where he is needed and gives them the tools that they 

need. We have to recognize our purpose and gain 

satisfaction from it. 

R’ Avraham Chaim Levin says the following quote, 

“By big people there is no such thing as a small act. 

By small people, there is no such thing as a big act.” 

Great men realize the importance of every petty act; 

by them no deed is considered small. Small people do 

not realize the significance of their greatest of acts, 

thus they do not appreciate its importance. To be 

happy with our lot we have to realize the importance 

of our mission in life. 

In regards to our portion in Torah this trait is of 

utmost importance. Only by appreciating our lot can 

we be motivated to learn more. The Birchas Avraham 

illustrates this point as follows. “There are many 

different qualities that can be found amongst  לומדי

 There are people who have the capacity to be a .תורה

 and there are those who  have the depth of בקי בש"ס

understanding needed to delve into the depth of the  ים

 any there are others who are more cut out for התלמוד

practical halacha.  

“The Yetzer Hara tries to convince each one that they 

are lacking because they do not have the capacity to 

master the other areas. He makes each one 

despondent thereby stunting his drive for growth. We 

have to realize that Hashem gifted us with our unique 

capabilities and we have to be satisfied with our lot. 

Learning according to our capabilities is our personal 

mission in life. Be happy; you are doing what 

Hashem wants you to do.” 
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One who is happy with Torah itself does not have an 

emotional need to finish. R’ Chaim Volozhiner  רוח חיים(

קניני  says that this is why this trait is one of the אבות ו' ו'(

 One who is not happy with his learning has a .התורה

drive to finish in order to get a sense of satisfaction. 

This compromises the quality of his understanding. 

As the Gaon says  a Tzadik learns to  )משלי י"ג כ"ה(

satiation, he sticks to what he is learning until he fully 

comprehends it, whereas someone who is lacking this 

trait is moving on in order to get the satisfaction of 

finishing.  

I once heard (possibly in the name of the Gaon) that this is pshat 

in the Posuk לב חכם לימינו ולב כסיל לשמאלו; a wise 

man’s heart is to the right; when he learns, he turns to 

the right gaining satisfaction in all that he has already 

learnt. The heart of the fool is to the left; he is 

constantly counting the pages to the left to see how 

many remain. His satisfaction is only upon 

completion. 

Torah is so vast. In comparison, our Torah knowledge 

is minimal. How can we be happy with what we 

have? Does being happy mean that we do not have to 

strive for more? R’ Akiva Eiger )הובא בספר תורה דיליה עמ' תנ"ג( 

says a beautiful vort that addresses both of these 

points. Dovid Hamelech says יא צשש אנכי על אמרתך כמו

 I am joyful with your Torah as one who finds ,שלל רב

a vast booty. Imagine that you are walking down the 

street far from your home when you encounter a small 

fortune of gems that are for the taking. You don’t 

have a vehicle or even a bag. You want to seize 

whatever you can; you begin to stuff your pockets, 

you stuff your garments wherever you can. There 

comes a point when you reached your limit; you have 

no way of transporting more. You definitely have a 

drive to acquire more, yet you are elated with the few 

gems that you have managed to amass. Dovid 

Hamelech was expressing this same sentiment in 

regards to Torah; ‘there may be much that I am 

lacking, but every word that I have amassed is a 

gem’. This is how we have to view our Torah 

knowledge. 

What about one who feels like he did not succeed in 

amassing Torah knowledge? Although he invested all 

his energy into the Gemara he feels like he has not 

succeeded to truly grasp the Gemara, what can give 

him a sense of satisfaction? 

The Steipler in ח"ב פ' י"ב( חיי עולם(  says a remarkable 

idea based on a ספר חסידים. In the world to come our 

Torah knowledge will not be based on our knowledge 

in this world, rather it will be in accordance to the 

effort we exerted to understand the Gemara. That 

means that the sugya that you spent two weeks on in 

an attempt to crack the code and yet you came out 

empty-handed, that is the sugya that you will be the 

expert on in the world to come. One who exerts effort 

to understand the Gemara, even if they are empty-

handed over here, but they have amassed a 

tremendous amount of Torah knowledge in their 

eternal vault. This is surely a worthy source of 

satisfaction. 

The most important key to satisfaction is 

contemplation. Our lives tend to run on autopilot 

without us giving our actions a second thought. We 

must stop to think about how fortunate we are, to gain 

satisfaction with our lot. 

I would like to conclude with the following true story. 

There was once a Bachur who was a Baal Teshuva 

who learnt in Yeshivas Ohr Sameach Monsey. What 

he lacked in background was compensated by his 

drive. After a few of diligent years of learning his 

Rosh Hayeshiva felt he was ready to be 

mainstreamed. Indeed he switched to a good yeshiva 

and applied himself to his studies. After a mere three 

years of study he managed to earn the status as the top 

Bachur in the yeshiva. One time his friends asked for 

the secret of his success. He responded with the 

following profound insight, “Both of us are captives. I 

am a תינוק שנשבה, I was raised lacking a Torah 

education. You are a captive of מצוות אנשים מלומדה, 

being raised in a society that keeping the Torah is 

taken for granted and is thus not as appreciated. 

Obviously it was easier for me to shed the shackles of 

my captivity then for you to shed yours.”  

We truly all have something precious. We have to 

take the time out to contemplate how fortunate we 

really are.  


