
Parshas Chayei Sarah – חברון 

Making the Connection 

 Mention of the name seems to evoke a powerful emotion. Indeed, every time the Torah .חברון

speaks of the פטירה of one of the אבות ואמהות, the details of Avrohom’s acquisition of מערת המכפלה 

and its location is repeated over and over. The Mishna in Yoma teaches that every single day, 

the daily Avodah would commence with the cry of the lookout up on the wall of the Azarah, that 

the sun has risen in the east, all the way to חברון. The Gemara explains that this was said 

intentionally, just to be able to say the word חברון and arouse the זכות of the אבות ואמהות, that the 

Avodah be acceptable before Hashem. This Shabbos, thousands of Yidden will descend on  עיר

 to experience and demonstrate first-hand the words in the Parsha that clearly detail הקודש חברון

how חברון  is "שלנו מאז ולתמיד", as the slogan goes. 

What is the secret of חברון and why did Avraham Avinu go all out to take possession of  מערת

 It was in .חבור – means the place of connection  חברון teaches that the name  רבינו בחיי ?המכפלה

 where Avraham discovered the spot where the physical realm connects with the spiritual חברון

world. מערת המכפלה  is the portal through which the Neshomos return to the heavenly realms to 

reconnect with the source from which all Neshomos emanate, under the כסא הכבוד. Back when 

Yidden were restricted to the outer wall of the building, not so long ago, it is said that when children 

would near that location, their sensitive and unsullied souls made it possible for them to catch a 

heavenly fragrant, בשמים-like scent. 

R’ Yisroel Belsky zt”l taught that Avraham Avinu was intent on reclaiming the holiness of חברון 

from the hands of the idolatrous בני חת. They were, as the פסוק says, עם הארץ – a people that 

were bound up in the earthiness of the physical world. מערת המכפלה  was in the possession of 

 at his feet. This effort was עפר so called because to him, reality went no further than the ,עפרון

such a priority to Avraham, that even in the midst of his tragic loss, he focused on making the 

most of that opportunity. This was true of all Avraham’s travels and movements around the region. 

Wherever he went, Avraham encountered a world absorbed in physical elements, the עפר of 

earthly existence. He sought out the holy sparks in every location and in every interaction with 

the people, in an effort to bring the world and mankind to its intended purpose of being elevated 

and connected to holiness, an earthly abode for the Shechina.  

We are מאז ולתמיד .חברון, Klall Yisroel carries on the effort that Avraham Avinu began. We now 

create the חיבור between this world and the heavenly realm. Each and every Yid serves as the 

conduit through which the עפריות – the mundane physicality of this world, can be imbued with 

Kedusha and Divine purpose. Wherever we go and whomever we encounter, our actions and our 

words have the power to bring holiness and higher purpose to everything and everyone around 

us. In every facet of our lives, through our Mitzvos, Halachic observance, Midos Tovos and 

Maasim Tovim, whether at home, or at work, or on the road, in private and in public, as much as 

in the Bais HaMedrash, we are vested with a כח  to raise ourselves and everything around us to 

higher purposefulness. Conversely, we are cautioned not to simply go with the flow and lose 

perspective, becoming enmeshed in the עפר, the earthiness that surrounds us.  



That חיבור occurs constantly in the corporate world, when the high standards of Ehrlickeit and 

Tznius are maintained. It occurs in the wee hours of the morning, when a Yid sits huddled over a 

Rambam, racking his brain to resolve all the questions. The entire world is raised up through 

heroic acts of מסירת נפש to stay true to the Eibishter in hospital wards, prisons and under 

persecution. 

24 MarCheshvan marks the Yartzeit of the Heiligeh Zviller Rebbe, Rav Gedalya Moshe Goldman 

zt”l, who’s Kever in Yerushalayim has become famed for miraculous Yeshuos.  The Rebbe was 

sent to Siberia when the Soviets rose to power. He did not bend in his Mitzvah observance even 

in the most trying circumstances. He did not yield on Kashrus, nor would he desecrate Shabbos, 

come what may. After eight years of exile, efforts on his behalf succeeded to obtain his release. 

The commandant of the camp called R’ Gedalia Moshe into his office. "I have here the papers for 

your release," he said as he waved some papers in the air, "and if you sign them now you will be 

a free man." "But it is Shabbos," replied Gedalia Moshe. "I cannot and will not sign on Shabbos." 

The commandant shouted, "If you don't sign the papers now you will remain here another eight 

years!" "Nevertheless, I will not sign and desecrate the Shabbos." He turned to an aide and yelled 

to him, "Bring in the other Jew!" A few moments passed, and R’ Chaim Shaul Bruk was brought 

in to stand next to R’ Gedalia Moshe. The commandant made him the same offer as he had to R’ 

Gedalia Moshe: "Sign these papers and you can go free." "Of course I can't sign the papers," 

replied R’ Chaim Shaul, "It's Shabbos, and I don't violate the Shabbos." "You will remain here 

another eight years." "I will not write on Shabbos." Suddenly R’ Gedalia Moshe said, "Give me 

the papers. I will sign for him." The commandant was dumbfounded. "What? You said you 

wouldn't write on Shabbos! You're going to be here for another eight years! And now you'll sign 

for him?" "Of course I wouldn't sign on Shabbos to gain my freedom," R’ Gedalia Moshe replied. 

"But this is different. R’ Chaim Shaul is weaker, and he cannot stand this place any longer. It 

would be dangerous for him to remain here another eight years. Give me the papers and let me 

sign..."  Both men were freed from prison within the next few days without having to be מחלל שבת. 

 .even in the wastelands of Siberia ,קדושה ומלכות

Have a wonderful Shabbos, yk 

L’Ravcha D’Milsa Weekly Almanac 

Monday, Parshas Toldos – 24 Cheshvan 

November 13 – Ma Rabu Celestial Event: Conjunction of Venus and Jupiter. A spectacular 

conjunction of Venus and Jupiter will be visible in the evening sky. The two bright planets will be 

extremely close. Look for this impressive pairing in the Eastern sky just before sunrise. 

Rav Gedalya Moshe Goldman of Zvhil (1888-1950), son of Rav Shlomo (Reb Shlomke) of Zhvil.  

After eight years of incarceration in the Siberian Gulag, the rebbe arrived in 

Eretz Yisrael in1936, where he worked to conceal his greatness. But the 

Gedolai Eretz Yisroel recognized him as a Poel Yeshuos. He served as an 

Admor for only five years. He died when he was only 61. It was a time when 

Har Hazeisim was no longer accessible and Har HaMenuchos was not yet 

developed as a cemetery. The Rebbe was buried in a small cemetery on a 

piece of land right where the Knesset is now located. Until recently, his Kever 



remained unknown and unnoticed. Through the efforts of R’ Pinchas Kornfeld, a Gerrer 

Yerushalmi, the kever has become a magnet for Yidden in need. Numerous Yeshuos have been 

reported by people who davened there over a cycle of any Monday-Thursday-Monday.  

 

Tuesday, Parshas Toldos – 25 Cheshvan  

Yartzeit of Kedoshei Kahal Bnai Torah, Har Nof 

One month to Neiros Chanukah 

 

Thursday, Parshas Toldos-27 MarCheshvan 

Yom Kippur Katan Mukdam established by the Rama”k, R’ Moshe Cordevero, Mechaber of 

Tomer Devora and his fellow Mekubalim of Tzfas. The Steipler Rov, zt”l very much encouraged 

the saying of Yom Kippur Koton as a defense from harsh Gezeiros, r”l. 
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