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ים ִ֖ ׁש ְוָהֱאֹלה  ֵּ֥ ף ְיַבק  ְרָדָּֽ ֶאת־נ   “And G-d seeks the pursued.” 

      This week’s sedra recounts an incident 

which was so momentous that it has send ripple 

effects across thousands of years.  Even today we 

are feeling its results. The incident in question is 

the confrontation between Sarah, Avraham’s wife, 

and Hagar, his concubine. 

The Torah tells us that Sarah was unable 

to conceive and she entrusted Hagar to be a 

surrogate mother to Avraham’s child. This was 

common practice at the time. Shortly thereafter, 

Hagar became pregnant and gave birth to a son, 

and he was named Yishmoel.   ַהר ָ֖ר ַוַתַּ֑ גָּ א ֶאל־הָּ ַויָּב ֹ֥

יהָּ  יֶנֶֽ עֵּ ּה בְּ ָ֖ תָּ ִברְּ ל גְּ ַקֹ֥ ה ַותֵּ תָּ ָ֔ רָּ י הָּ ֶראֵּ֙ ִכִּ֣  He cohabitated with“  ַותֵֵּּ֙

Hagar and she conceived; and when she saw that she had 

conceived, her mistress was lowered in her esteem.” As 

soon as Hagar became pregnant, she began to 

treat Sarah with less respect and more contempt. 

She was carrying Avraham’s child, while Sarah 

was unable to conceive, and now Hagar felt 

superior to her mistress.  Of course this bothered 

Sarah and she complained to Avraham. אֶמר  ַוי ֹּ֨

ם רָָּ֜ י ַאבְּ ַרַ֗ ֵּ֤ה ֶאל־שָּ ךֵּ֙  ִהנֵּ תֵּ חָּ ך ִשפְּ יָּדֵָּ֔ ָּ֖ה בְּ ֹוב ֲעִשי־לָּ ִַָּ֑֑יך ַהטִּ֣ ינָּ עֵּ  בְּ

ַעֶנִּ֣הָּ  י ַותְּ ַרָ֔ ח שָּ ַרָ֖ יהָּ  ַוִתבְּ ֶנֶֽ ִמפָּ .  “Avraham said to Sarai, 

“Your maid is in your hands. Deal with her as you think 

right. Then Sarai treated her harshly, and Hagar ran 

away from her.” 

Ramban1  (Nachmonides) pronounces an 

astounding statement in regard to this incident. A 

statement of this sort can come only from 

someone of the Ramban’s stature, we ourselves 

cannot criticize our Avos HaKedoshim. The 

Ramban writes that when Sarah made Hagar’s life 

so miserable that she effectively kicked her out, 

she committed a chet, a grave sin, and because of 

Sarah’s harsh treatment of Hagar, and Avraham 

permitting this to happen, Hashem gave Hagar a 

child whose descendants would oppress the 

Jewish nation.  

It is difficult to come to terms with the 

Ramban’s analysis, because after all we have a 

very limited idea of who our avos were, spiritually 

or otherwise. However, we can take from his 

words a profound lesson in personal relationships. 

Chazal2 tell us, that Hashem loves those 

who are persecuted. We can see it from the 

language of the verse. ּה אָָּ֫ צָּ ִָ֑ימְּ ך ַוֶֽ ַאַ֧ יָּ   ַמלְּ ין יְּ ֹ֥ ִים ַעל־עֵּ  ַהַמָ֖

ר ַּ֑ בָּ ִיןַעל ַבִמדְּ ַעָ֖ ֶרך ־הָּ ֶדֹ֥ ּור בְּ שֶֽ   When Hagar ran away 

from Sarah “an angel of Hashem “found” her in 
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the desert…”.  Why is the word “found” used in the 

verse?  Did the angel happen to come upon her by 

chance? We are told that it was quite the opposite, 

Hashem was searching for her because He searches 

for those who are despised and in danger. Hashem has 

a ‘soft spot,’ in a manner of speaking, for those who 

are oppressed. King Solomon wrote in Koheles,  קהלת)

( טו ג ים  ֱאֹלִהָ֖ הָּ ש וְּ ֹ֥ ַבקֵּ ף יְּ ֶֽ דָּ ֶאת־ִנרְּ  “and God seeks the pursued.”  

The Medrash3 tells us that just like Hashem 

punished the Egyptians for their oppression of Klal 

Israel, so He will reckon with other nations who 

persecuted the Jews. Those who have been mistreated 

and hurt are avenged by Him and this holds true not 

only on a national level, but in our individual 

relationships with one another. The Medrash4 tells us 

that this idea holds true even for a righteous person 

who mistreats someone for legitimate reasons. In 

Yiddishkeit the end does not justify the means and 

even a tzadik has to be cautious because Hashem cares 

for the ‘nirdaf’ the oppressed one.  We as individuals 

must be careful not put ourselves into the position of 

an oppressor lest we find ourselves on the wrong side 

of Hashem’s justice.  

Examples of Hashem’s love for the 

downtrodden are found in numerous cases. Chazal tell 

us5 that the reason why doves are kosher and can be 

offered as a sacrifice is because they are constantly 

pursued by birds of prey.  Hashem loves them.  
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  .כמו תורים ובני יונה, לפיכך הכשירם הכתוב לקרבן

In another instance, the Rambam writes that when a 

city is besieged it cannot be encircled on all four sides, 

one side must be left open for whoever wishes to flee. 

Rav Shimshon Pinkus ז"ל explains that when a person 

has nowhere to turn, when he finds himself with his 

back against the wall, he becomes a “nirdaf” and 

Hashem will come to his rescue. Allowing an escape 

route during a siege might seem like a contradiction in 

terms, but it is meant to avoid making an enemy into a 

“nirdaf” who deserves Hashem’s protection and help.   

The Sefer Chasidim6 writes that sometimes we 

see people who are wealthy or in a position of power, 

yet they don’t seem to have merits for their blessings. 

This is because either they or their ancestors were 

somehow mistreated and humiliated and Hashem 

blessed them with wealth or prestige as a means to 

repay them.  

When all is said and done, this is an ultimate 

lesson in interpersonal matters.  No matter how good 

and righteous one is, no matter the reasons for his 

behavior, if he hurt another person he will alienate the 

Ribono Shel Olom and find himself facing Hashem’s 

justice. 
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  ספר חסידים )מרגליות( סימן תקמט 6

 אלא הטובים מעשיהם בעבור ולא ועשירים שליטים שתמצא ופעמים

 ומביישים ומשפחתם אבותיהם או אותם משפילים דורם בני שהיו

אדם בני בבושת רוצה אינו ה"והקב בהם שיש דופי מפני פניהם  


