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עשר תעשר את כל תבואת זרעך, היצא השדה “ 14:22

 ”שנה שנה

“You shall tithe the entire crop of your planting, the 

produce of your field, year by year.” Ta’anis 9a – Why is there a double 

Loshon of “עשר תעשר”?  It teaches us, “עשר בשביל שתתעשר” – “tithe 

so that you will become wealthy.”  Rebbe Yochanon says that one can 

“test” Hashem and see if it works – see if he becomes wealthy because 

he tithed.  The general rule of the Torah (Devorim 6:16) is that one is not 

allowed to test Hakodosh Boruch Hu, but here is the one place it is 

permitted to test Hashem.  Why is this the one exception in the Torah 

that one is allowed to “test” Hashem to see if it comes true?  The 

following Divrei Torah will expound on this topic, and perhaps support 

the P’shat offered in the closing paragraph.      

 Based – ”עשר תעשר את כל תבואת זרעך“ 14:22 – חתם סופר 

on the Gemara in Ta’anis 9a, it is only here by Ma’aser, that the Torah 

allows us to fulfill a Mitzvah for the express purpose of achieving wealth, 

rather than performing it for the sake of Hashem.  There are other 

Mitzvos which we are specifically told the reward we will receive for 

performing it, as it says in Mishlei 3:16 regarding learning Torah, “ ארך

בשמאלה עשר וכבוד, ימים בימינה ” – “Length of days is at its right, at its 

left is wealth and honor.”  Regarding Ma’aser, the Torah speaks directly 

to our Yetzer Hara.  A person naturally desires wealth, and the Torah 

allows him to give of his wealth so that he can accrue more wealth.  

Although he is guaranteed that giving Ma’aser will bring him greater 

wealth, he is supposed to realize that wealth is only meant to be a 

means so that he can devote himself to Torah and Mitzvos.  As it says in 

the next Posuk, “ אלקיך כל הימים' למען תלמד ליראה את ד ” – “So that you 

might learn to fear Hashem your Lord, all your days.”  You may test 

Hashem and thereby acquire wealth, but only so that you have the 

means to achieve higher goals.   

 There was once a man – ”עשר תעשר“ – Ta’anis 9a – תוספות 

who separated Ma’aser as required.  He owned a field that would 

produce a thousand measures of grain annually, and he would separate 

one hundred for the Mitzvah of Ma’aser.  He was left with much grain to 

support his family comfortably.  When he was about to die, he called his 

son and told him that when he takes over, he should make sure to give 

Ma’aser properly, and even so, there would be enough grain left for his 

family.  The first year the son did as his father told him, and he reaped 

one thousand measures, and gave 100 of it to Ma’aser.  The following 

year he got a little stingy and only set aside ninety measures from the 

same one thousand he reaped.  The following year he only produced 

nine hundred measures of grain, and from that he only gave 80 of it to 

Ma’aser.  This went on year after year, until the tenth year when he only 

produced 100 measures of grain, the amount that his father used to set 

aside to give as Ma’aser.  When the son’s relatives heard what 

happened, they donned their finest and went to visit him.  He asked 

them why they came – did they come to ridicule him?  Their reply was, 

“We have come to celebrate with you.  Until now you were the owner of 

the field and Hashem was the Kohen for Whom you separated Ma’aser.  

Now you have become the Kohen (only receiving one hundred 

measures) and Hashem has become the owner of the field.” 

 We learn from this Posuk – ”עשר תעשר“ 14:22 - חפץ חיים 

that if one truly separates all of his Ma’asros properly he will become 

wealthy, and if not, meaning that even if he gives his Ma’asros but does 

not do so properly, then he will not be Zoche to wealth.  Kesubos 67a – 

Nakdimon Ben Guriyon gave away much money to Tzedakah, 

nonetheless, none of his money remained, and the reason is because 

although he gave, he did not do so properly.  This is answer to many who 

ask why they have not become wealthy when they have tithed, and the 

answer is that they have not done so properly. 

שמשון רפאל הירש' ר   Tithing is an act – ”עשר תעשר“ 14:22 - 

acknowledging that man’s work for his personal subsistence is to be 

dedicated to Hashem.  First rate produce brought to a finished state for 

the owner’s consumption shall not be enjoyed before a tribute is paid 

from them toward the realization of the purpose of all our means.  

Through this tribute we shall provide for the subsistence of the landless 

Levi’im, who cultivate the spirit of the Torah.  We shall learn in the 

presence of Hashem to sanctify our sensual gratification and every third 

year we shall provide subsistence for our needy brethren.   

 There are ten words in – ”עשר תעשר“ 14:22 - רבינו אפרים 

this Posuk  - there are ten Mitzvos connected to grain, and there are ten 

words in Birchas Hamotzi.   

 The way of – ”עשר תעשר“ Re’aih 16 - 14:22 – מדרש תנחומא 

the world is that one gives his sharecropper a half, a third or a quarter of 

what he produces.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu is not so, He brings rain and 

dew, causes all the produce to grow, and only requests one tenth of the 

produce from His field.  Therefore Moshe warned, with the very little 

that Hakodosh Boruch Hu is asking, we must ensure to adhere to it 

properly.   

 One who gives Tzedakah is – ”עשר תעשר“ 14:22 - בן איש חי 

likened to a nursing mother.  As long as she continues to nurse her child, 

her milk supply is constantly replenished, and even increases.  However, 

as she decreases nursing the child, the supply of milk decreases, until 

the supply of milk completely dries up.  The same applies with Tzedakah, 

that giving does not cause it to deplete one’s finances, rather it causes it 

to increase.  The more you give, the more you have - and the less you 

give, the less you have.   

 Why is this the one thing in – ”עשר תעשר“ 14:22 - אמרי שפר 

the Torah that one is allowed to “test” Hakodosh Boruch Hu (see Ta’anis 

9a)?  Avos 1:3 – One is not to serve Hashem to receive reward.  The 

Meforshim explain that one who serves Hashem to receive reward is not 

called an Oved Hashem, a servant of Hashem – rather he is only serving 

himself.  This is true only if one seeks reward for his own personal 

benefit.  However, if one seeks reward in order so that he should have 

more money with which to serve Hashem, that person is called an Oved 

Hashem. Avos 4:5 “ מצוה, שכר מצוה ” – “the reward for a Mitzvah is a 

Mitzvah.”  Hakodosh Boruch Hu gives reward to one who does a Mitzvah 

so that he should be able to be Mekayeim another Mitzvah.  This rule 

works Midah K’neged Midah.  Based upon the Mitzvah that the person 

fulfilled, that is what type of Mitzvah Hakodosh Boruch Hu will send him 

to be Mekayeim.  The “reward Mitzvah” has to have a connection to the 

Mitzvah that was performed. Other Mitzvos, such as Tefillin, one does 

not need wealth in order to be Mekayeim the Mitzvah properly and 

completely, or in a greater fashion.  However, by Ma’aser, Tzedakah, the 

more money one has, the more he can give and the more he can be 

Mekayeim the Mitzvah.  Therefore, for the Mitzvah of Ma’aser, one 

receives wealth – for that is like we learned, “ מצוה, שכר מצוה ” – the 

reward for the performance of Ma’aser is money so that one can fulfill 

another “מצוה.”  That is why one can test Hakodosh Boruch Hu in this 

Mitzvah – for it is not meant to be for one’s personal benefit, rather it is 

so that he can give more Ma’aser and Tzedakah.   

 Shabbos 119a – One – ”עשר תעשר“ 14:22 - מעין בית השואבה 

should tithe so that he shall become wealthy.  This means that one 

should tithe in this world, so that he shall be wealthy in Olam Habah.    

א"גר   – Avos 3:13 “מעשרות סיג לעשר” – The two words of the 

Torah, “עשר תעשר” – both of the ש’s have a dot on the left side making 

then both a Sin.  If not for Chazal one would not have been able to learn 

that one should give Ma’aser in order to become rich.  “ מסורת סיג

רהלתו ” – because we have the Mesorah, Chazal say that the second ש'  

should have a dot on the right side, making it a Shin.  Now Chazal teach 

us, “עשר בשביל שתתעשר“ – ”מעשרות סיג לעשר” – tithe so that you shall 

become wealthy (the word תתעשר only means to become wealthy 

because the ש'  is a Shin with the dot on the top of the right side).  

 In the eyes of the – ”מעשרות סיג לעשר“ Avos 3:13 - מגן אבות 

intellectual person, tithing, giving away from one’s money, will decrease 

his assets.  However, the truth is the exact opposite.  Tithing is the fence, 

the protection for wealth.   
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 One who wants – ”מעשרות סיג לעשר“ Avos 3:13 - רבינו יונה 

to become wealthy should give his tithes with a good eye.  One should 

not say, “I have one thousand bushels, how can I give away one 

hundred?”  Rather give it happily for Hakodosh Boruch Hu guarantees 

that one will be paid back even more than he lays out.   

 With the – ”במידה שאדם מודד בה מודדין לו“ – 8b – סוטה 

Midah that man treats others, is the way they treat him.  If one sticks his 

hand out to the poor and destitute, Hakodosh Boruch Hu will treat him 

in kind.   

 Wealth is an – ”מעשרות סיג לעשר“ Avos 3:13 - דרך חיים 

external acquisition that a person makes and is separated from the 

actual person, for the money is not guaranteed to always be there.  

There are times that the poor become wealthy and the wealthy become 

poor.  Coins are round which represent that it moves from one place to 

another.  One person can have the money one day, and the next day all 

the money can move to another person.  Wealth is not an everlasting 

acquisition.  One who tithes changes his money to money of Nitzchiyos, 

everlasting.  He will receive more money, for he is giving of his money to 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu blesses the person’s money 

so that he will have even more money.   

ש"כתר רא   - Avos 3:13 “מעשרות סיג לעשר” – Why does it say, 

 tithing in Loshon Rabbim?  The Gra explains that we learn – ”מעשרות“

from the word being plural that only one who gives two times a tithe, he 

gives a fifth, does he receive the Zechus of wealth.  However, one who 

only gives one tithe, a tenth, he will be Zoche to have his money 

protected, but will not become wealthy.   

 Chazal tell us – ”מעשרות סיג לעשר“ Avos 3:13 - שפת אמת 

that one should tithe so that he should become wealthy.  How could 

Chazal say that, when he know from the Mishna in Avos 1:3 that one is 

supposed to serve Hashem “not” in order to receive reward?  Koheles 

Rabbah 1:13 “מי שיש לו מנה רוצה מאתים” – “He who has one Maneh, 

wants two Maneh.”  The more money one has, the more he wants.  

Generally, one will never be satisfied with the amount of money he has.  

As much as he has, he is always sad that he does not have more. Chazal 

are telling us that if one gives his tithes, he will become wealthy, 

meaning that his possessions will be blessed, and he will be happy with 

what he has, and he will not be sad about what he does not have.   

 Chazal tell us – ”מעשרות סיג לעשר“ Avos 3:13 - נועם אלימלך 

that one should tithe so that he should become wealthy.  How could 

Chazal say that, when he know from the Mishna in Avos 1:3 that one is 

supposed to serve Hashem “not” in order to receive reward?  Chazal 

saying that one will become wealthy from Ma’aser is so that they will 

have more money to perform even more Mitzvos.   

 Chazal tell us – ”מעשרות סיג לעשר“ Avos 3:13 -  באר משה 

that one should tithe so that he should become wealthy.  How could 

Chazal say that, when we know from the Mishna in Avos 1:3 that one is 

supposed to serve Hashem “not” in order to receive reward?  The more 

one tithes, the more Hakodosh Boruch Hu will give him so that he can 

tithe even more.   

ר שלמה"רבינו יצחק ב   – Avos 3:13 “מעשרות סיג לתורה” – 

Some have this Girsa of “מעשרות סיג לתורה” as opposed to the standard 

Girsa of “מעשרות סיג לעשר.”  According to the Torah, Ma’aser is only 

required on ויצהר, תירוש, דגן .  The Chachomim added to the obligation 

of Ma’aser to include, ופרות, ירק  as a boundary and to be Mechazek the 

Mitzvah of Ma’aser which is obligated according to the Torah.   

 Ma’aser is a – ”מעשרות סיג לתורה“ Avos 3:13 - מדרש שמואל 

protection for the Torah because when fruit of Ma’aser Sheni was 

brought up to Yerushalayim to be eaten (it was not allowed to be eaten 

outside of Yerushalayim) they would mingle with great Torah scholars 

who lived in Yerushalayim. This would strengthen them in their own 

Torah study.   

 A wealthy – ”מעשרות סיג לתורה“ Avos 3:13 - תפארת ישראל 

person often falls into the trap of being arrogant.  One who is wealthy 

often begins to think that it was his great business acumen, and his 

work, that enabled him to become wealthy. In order to refrain from this 

Midah, one gives tithes, whereby it is a reminder that it is all truly 

Hashem’s, and it was He Who gave the person the capabilities to 

become wealthy.  Arrogance causes one to forget his Torah.  Therefore 

the Mishna says that Ma’aser is a protection for the Torah, for by one 

remaining humble, his Torah will remain with him.   

שמשון רפאל הירש' ר   – Avos 3:13 “ סיג לתורה מעשרות ” – 

There are three tithes – מעשר עני, מעשר שני, מעשר ראשון , they guard 

our riches against distorted use by teaching us the proper uses for them 

and guiding us to the practical implication of these teachings.   מעשר

 which is given to the Levi’im, teaches and accustoms us to our ,ראשון

spiritual need for Torah knowledge, and to take care of the needs of the 

bearers of the Torah before seeking to gratify our own physical needs.  

 which must be eaten in Yerushalayim, teaches and accustoms מעשר שני

us to make even our acts of physical enjoyment sacred, thus elevating 

each and every act we do into the service of Hashem.  מעשר עני which is 

the tithe for the poor, teaches and accustoms us to view the possessions 

given to us by Hashem as having been given to us not only for ourselves, 

but also so that we should have money to give to our fellow man who is 

poor and destitute.  Thus we learn to regard ourselves as Divinely 

appointed and messengers of Hashem’s bounty.   Aside from the tithes 

being protective fences guarding our money against misuse, at the same 

time they serve to protect our wealth against decline.  Ta’anis 9a – The 

Posuk says “עשר תעשר” – which we learn from this “ עשר בשביל

   ”.tithe so that you shall become rich“ – ”שתתעשר

 One must set aside a – ”עשר תעשר“ 14:22 – אך פרי תבואה 

tenth of his year and truly sanctify it.  The months of Nisan and Tishrei 

are sanctified on their own.  That leaves us with ten months of the year, 

of which one month must be sanctified.  If you start counting the 

months from the beginning of the year, not counting Tishrei and Nisan, 

the tenth month is Elul.  Just as one must give a tenth of his produce, he 

must also give a tenth of his months, the month of Elul.   I heard in the 

name of the Tzaddik from Belz – Bereishis 43:10 “ כי , כי לולא התמהמהנו

 For had we not delayed, by now we could have“ – ”עתה שבנו זה פעמים

returned twice.”  “לולא” are the letters “אלול” – and it is a time that one 

must do Teshuva.  If one did not, he should do so in the month of “אדר” 

for just as Elul is before Tishrei, Adar is before Nisan (It is a Machlokes 

which month is the first month of the year, Tishrei or Nisan – many 

understand that they are both “first” on some level). “ כי לולא

“ – ”אלול“ If one did not do Teshuva in – ”התמהמהנו הכי עתה שבנו ז ” – 

then do Teshuva in the month of “זה” – which is the Gematria twelve 

which corresponds to the twelfth month of the year, Adar.  Perhaps we 

can add on to what he said, and explain that the Posuk is saying that if 

one does Teshuva in the month of Elul, he sanctifies it, then he will be 

Zoche to have great Shefa come upon him.    

 Perhaps now we can understand why one is allowed to “test” 

Hashem in this one Mitzvah. The reward we receive in this world for our 

Mitzvos are Mitzvos.  It is a great Zechus that Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

provides for us the wherewithal to be able to perform Mitzvos.  By 

tithing we show that we recognize that everything comes from 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, that the field is His.  He is kind enough to let us 

work in His field, and we get to keep most of it! The reward that we 

receive is wealth with which we are to perform more Mitzvos – to give 

more Ma’aser and Tzedakah.  We are able to take something which is 

the epitome of Gashmiyos, and create Ruchniyos.  Elul is a time to 

reflect upon what life is really all about. The Yemei Hadin are coming 

upon us, and we must be prepared.  What is the purpose in life?  Is it to 

gain transient possessions, that which is here today and gone tomorrow, 

or to acquire Mitzvos, and thereby receive reward of being Mekayeim 

even more Mitzvos.  The precious treasures we have in this world is 

Torah and Mitzvos. By making the month of Elul a month of true 

introspection, and being Mekadesh it, may we be Zoche to be successful 

in judgment, and be Zoche to have a Gut Gebentched Yur.   


