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The Churban is Current 
Parashas Pinchas - Bein Hametzarim  

  
Harav Hagaon Yehuda Wagschal  Shlit"a 
  

This week was Shivah Asar b’Tammuz, the first day of Bein Hametzarim, when we are 

supposed to mourn for the Churban Beis Hamikdash. Many people find it difficult to really 

mourn and feel the aveilus of the Churban, and one reason is that the Churban is so far 

away from us. Not only is it far away from us in time, because it happened thousands of 

years ago, it’s also far away from us in madreigah, because we have no concept today of 

what the kedushah of the Beis Hamikdash was. We have no idea what it meant to Klal 

Yisrael to have the Shechinah dwelling among us, and if we don’t appreciate that, how are 

we supposed to mourn its loss? 

  

Yet even though we experience difficulty in mourning over Yerushalayim, we must 

nevertheless mourn, as Chazal say: ל ירושלים זוכה ורואה בנחמתהכל המתאבל ע . How can we 

bring this aveilus closer to home? 

  

There’s a famous story about Yirmiyahu Hanavi, who was sitting and crying as he looked 

at the makom hamikdash. A gentile philosopher approached him and said, “I have two 

questions for you. First, you’re a wise person, and wise people don’t cry over spilled milk 

- what happened, happened, and a wise person knows to move on. So why are you crying 

over what already happened? And second, wise people don’t cry over wood and stone. 

Why are you crying over this destroyed building?” 

  

In response to the second question, Yirmiyahu said, “You probably have a lot of unresolved 

questions.” 

  

The sage confirmed that he did. “Ask them to me,” Yirmiyahu said. 

  

The philosopher asked Yirmiyahu all his questions, and Yirmiyahu answered all of them. 
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“If you want to know where I got all this wisdom,” Yirmiyahu said, “I got it from that 

building of wood and stone. The presence of the Shechinah in the Beis Hamikdash was the 

source of our wisdom, and that is what gave me to ability to answer all your questions. We 

just lost all of that.” 

  

But Yirmiyahu did not seem to answer the first question. 

  

This great non-Jewish sage wasn’t able to understand the answer to that question, 

but we must know the answer, because we are obligated to continue mourning for the Beis 

Hamikdash. What, indeed, is the purpose of mourning for something that happened in the 

past? Why don’t we just move on to the future? 

  

The Gra explains that the destruction of the Beis Hamikdash is similar to the process of a 

person’s death. The first phase of death is when the neshamah departs. Parallel to that was 

the actual Churban of the Beis Hamikdash, when the Shechinah left us. This was the 

spiritual death of Klal Yisrael, the departure of the neshamah. 

  

But the process of Churbandidn’t stop there. Just as the body is buried in the grave after 

death, Klal Yisrael went into galus, which is compared to the grave. In galus, the non-Jews 

attacked and persecuted us, just as the flesh of the body is consumed by worms in the 

ground. Yet even then, there were still great yeshivos and groups of Torah scholars. But 

eventually the flesh of the body becomes so decayed that the bones detach - which is what 

happened to Klal Yisrael when the yeshivos dispersed. At that time, the bones are no longer 

bound together in one form, but they still exist. Just as the bones give support to the body, 

the talmidei chachamim give support to Klal Yisrael and keep them strong. As time went 

on, however, even the bones - the talmidei chachamim - decayed into dust and the level of 

a real talmid chacham started to diminish and get lost. 

  

The Gra said that already in his time, there were no bones left; all thatwas left was some 

dust. Today, we are still waiting for techiyas hameisim, when Hakadosh Baruch Hu will 

revive the dust into what it was originally. 

  

An Ongoing Process 
The Gra is teaching us that the Churban Beis Hamikdash wasn’t a one-time event; it is an 

ongoing, continuous process. That’s the answer to the question that was asked of 

Yirmiyahu Hanavi: “You’re a chacham - why are you crying on something of the past? A 

wise person looks to the future!” 

  

But the Churban Beis Hamikdash is not something of the past. The Churban continues and 

deepens all the time as we get further away from the actual moment of spiritual death when 

the Shechinah departed and the Beis Hamikdash was destroyed. The process of decay goes 

on and on, and all the yeridas hadoros we see is a direct result of the Churban Beis 

Hamikdash. 

  

So why didn’t Yirmiyahu Hanavi explain to the gentile sage that the Churban is not a one-

time thing, but rather an ongoing process? 
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It’s because this is something only a Yid can understand. A Yid understands that he’s not 

living in his own bubble - he’s another link in the chain of all the generations that preceded 

him. We are a continuation of our parents and rebbeim, who are a continuation of their 

parents and rebbeim, who are a continuation of their parents and their rebbeim - all the way 

back to the time of the Churban Beis Hamikdash and back to Maamad Har Sinai. 

  

A non-Jew can’t internalize this concept. He lives for what he is; what was, was, and what 

will be, will be, but he exists for himself, right now. He doesn’t feel part of a multi-

generational chain, so there’s no way he can understand that the Churban is something that 

continues through the generations. 

  

The best way for a person to experience and mourn the Churban would be for him to know 

what the Beis Hamikdash was and understand the magnitude of the loss of 

the hashraashaShechinah there. But if someone feels far away from that, there’s another 

way to mourn. You don’t have to look back 2000 years; just look out your window, look 

around us, look inside of us, and you’ll see the direct continuation of the Churban Beis 

Hamikdash. 

  

Superficially, on a chitzoniyus level of ruchniyus, Klal Yisrael is flourishing baruch 

Hashem. But what about our pnimiyus? What about our feeling of connection to Hakadosh 

Baruch Hu? That connection has weakened alarmingly in this last generation. How 

distanced are we from Hakadosh Baruch Hu - a distance that is especially glaring in the 

younger generation, so many of whom struggle to feel even a minimal closeness to Hashem 

and His Torah. Look at that, and at all the other difficulties going on. Those are not 

just tzaros; they’re Churban Beis Hamikdash. As the Gra says, it’s a direct result of the 

decay process that began with the yetzias neshamah at the time of the Churban and 

continues through every yeridah throughout the generations, and specifically 

the yeridah of pnimiyus, of feeling an inner connection to Hakadosh Baruch Hu. 

  

We don’t have to look too far to see and feel the Churban Beis Hamikdash - it’s right here 

in front of us. 

  

We should be zocheh to truly mourn and feel this Churban, and in the merit of this aveilus, 

we should all be זוכה ורואה בנחמתה. 

  

 


