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Shacharis: 8:00 am

Megillah: 8:30 am 

Second Reading: TBA

Mincha: 3:00 pm

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE

Candle Lighting: 5:39 pm

Mincha-Kabbolas Shabbos: 5:49 pm

Shacharis: 8:45 am 

Sof Zman Krias Shema: 9:16 am (Gr’a)

Shiur: 5:00 pm 

Mincha: 5:49 pm

Maariv: 6:48 pm

Motzai Shabbos: 6:58 pm(60 min) - 7:10 pm(72 min)

Megillas Esther: 7:00 pm - Followed by a Wonderful Family Purim Party!!

Second Megillah reading upstairs @ 9:00 pm

SHABBOS SCHEDULE

DEDICATED L’REFUAH SHELEMA - MENACHEM MENDEL BEN GELA
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A story told to generations is meant to enshrine the ideas 
presented therein for those who read it. We are to gain 

from and learn from it each time that story is told over. The 
scroll of Esther- Megillas Esther- as we know it, is such a 
story. We read it. We are enthralled by it. We are inspired by 
it. We see how much Hashem loves us even though he wasn’t 
seen or known to have done the hidden miracles ascribed to 
him after the fact. Many see the story of Jews in exile, the 
idea of the Jewish people plotted against. Many see the reac-
tions of all sides of the political spectrum of Shushan’s time. 
And yes, many see the evilness of those who hate us then, 
and still hate us, in every era and time we have lived in. Each 
verse, each word, each action, every connecting part of the 
stories have been studied, written about and explained on 
so many different levels. The layers enveloping the totality 
of the story speak to each generation and to every person of 
every era. Some of those ideas are also ones which are ever-
lasting, are all too true, and pertain to us so strongly that we 
can glean and gain from them at all times. 

One powerful idea from the Megillah is one that I heard 
from Rabbi Yissocher Frand and it begins toward the middle 
of the Megillah where Haman walks in through the doors 
of his home and exclaims, quite depressingly and exasperat-
ingly, that his life is just not worth living anymore. In his 
ridiculous words – “Vechol zeh ainenu shaveh li.- it is all 
worthless to him.  All of his life – worth nothing. Why? What 
is he saying? The Megillah just listed his wonderful children, 
his grand palace, his phenomenal success, his everything and 
even his happy constitution in life.  So, what was wrong? 

The Megillah tells us it was because that Jew Morde-
chai just would not bow to him. That was the reason that this 
powerful, assistant leader of a world power was unhappily 
tweeting about his unfortunate misfortune. 

What seems funny, what seems like a 9 year old spoiled 
brat stating something unequivocally silly is in actuality 
stunning in truth. Think about it for one second- we have this 
Haman fellow focusing on something so trivial and stupid 
that it boggles the mind. A leader of the largest nation - anx-
ious and bothered by a nothing, an action or inaction of an 
individual that should have not had an impact at all. Yet, it 
does bother Haman. Mordechai’s resistance affected him so 
greatly that he stammered forth a statement of feeling worth-
less when In fact he has everything going for himself. 

What’s the idea? How stupid could a person be? 
Rabbi Frand says it’s a simple Chazal – Eizehu Ashir- 

who is rich? He who is happy with his lot in life. If a person 
learns the secret of be Misameach Bechelko- being happy 

with what we have, then it will be a good life. A person would 
be sated and content for he understands that it’s all good. 

But the opposite of that shines so clearly here and that 
is-- if one is not happy with what he has he could stand to 
be devastated to the very core and not recognize the good 
that he in actuality possesses. His dissatisfaction with what 
he perceives to be wrong could overwhelm his perception of 
reality and blind him to his very core. 

Rabbi Frand contrasts Haman’s disgusting attitude with 
that of Avraham Avinu’s reaction to receiving a blessing 
which he had been waiting for his whole life. In Parshas 
Lech Lecha Hashem appears to Avraham and proceeds to tell 
him of the vast amount of blessing that he will be receiving- 
Eretz Yisroel, fame, fortune and, finally, a son from Sarah 
after these so many years of barrenness. What is Avraham’s 
reaction?  Lu Yichyeh Yishmael Beni  - Halevai, were it be 
so that my son Yishmael live too. Rashi comments that what 
Avraham was saying was that he already had a son named 
Yishmael and he wasn’t fitting or necessarily deserving of 
such a blessing for more children. 

Avraham, who taught monotheism in a world of idol 
worship, inspired people, brought God down to the world 
again, wasn’t deserving?? What Rashi is saying is that was 
what Avraham thought to himself. Avraham felt that he was 
indeed not worthy for this new son, even though he had 
indeed done so much for God. It was attitude of life that 
prompted his humble and honest reaction.      

If someone lives by the Yiddish saying Es Kumpt Mir- 
or the Hebrew- zeh magia li, or the English equivalent of 
“the world owes me” then, as we see by Haman, he can have 
everything at the tips of his fingers and be one miserable 
loser. 

We don’t know what life will bring. We don’t see the Yad 
Hashem in our lives any more than the Jews of Shushan saw 
Hashem but that is the challenge of our times. 

Rav Moshe Feinstein asks a pretty pointed question - 
why is the name of this holiday - Purim? Why name it on 
the fact that Hamas spun the wheel of the lottery (in Hebrew 
the word Pur means lottery) which landed on the month of 
Adar as a wonderful month to destroy the Jews. It’s a small, 
little, and insignificant fact of the story. Yet, the name of the 
holiday is named after this minor detail. Why?

Rav Moshe wants to say that this name represents a far 
greater detail and foundational idea of this holiday and Jew-
ish life than one realizes. It signifies an ideal of life and a 
theme connected to the story of Purim and that is you never 
know where one will be standing when life unfolds and the 

R’ Akiva Eisenstadt  Rosh Kollel 

RABBI FRAND AND RABBI MOSHE FEINSTEIN ON PURIM
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pieces of life fall apart or come together or any of the other 
configurations that life might take. 

Look it, Haman had everything he wanted, he had the 
Jews by the scruff of their nape, when he spun this wheel 
of fortune he just knew things would turn out fine…….but 
they certainly did not. The Jews, on the other hand, began 
their story when they were at the mercy of an evil man, they 
thought it was all over, they begged Mordechai to capitulate, 
they feared the worst…..but it was not to be. 

Nothing need ever be taken for granted, says Rav Moshe. 
We, as Jews, need to have the trust and Emunah in Hashem 
that while everything is for the good, and even if we are 

blessed by Hashem to have what we need, we still need to 
pray, connect, and ask Hashem that the kindness that he has 
shown should continue.  We need to constantly recognize its 
source, and we need to continuously need to acknowledge 
that what we have is always a blessing and never, ever, be 
taken for granted. 

That is the attitude of Avraham Avinu, a constant thank 
you to Hashem for what he was already given and a thank 
you and prayer for the future. 

That is the lesson of what Rav Moshe Feinstein calls a 
very beautiful and apropos name for this day of Purim. 

That is a lesson for life.   

Q: Are there any halachic nuances that may be affected 
by new white house policy for the coming Purim?

A: In the event that the wall is built on the Mexican border it 
will warrant that the the whole U.S. may now have to keep 
Shushan Purim. This may drastically affect the minhag of 
giving away all of one’s leftover Mishloach Manos to the 
spanish speaking cleaning lady the next day.

Q: Can one dress up as an Arab or Mexican under the 
new administration? 

A: One may do so as long as he can prove he is in the country 
legally and his costume is clearly marked as not being from 
one of the 7 nations. However, if one is in a sanctuary city on 
Purim he can dress up as he wishes.

Q: Are there any halachic concerns with one’s costume if 
someone has political leanings to the liberal left?

A: If a man self-identifies as a woman and he then dresses 
up as a man, he may not actually be wearing a costume. One 
should ask an incompetent halachic authority how to proceed 
with this particular shailah. 

Q: How did Achashveirosh look to find a new queen from 
the whole city if there were many girls who were not 
documented as legal citizens?

A: He figured that since getting a Jew into the palace would 
be quite helpful in forming policy he could get them to 
convert if need be.

Q: What should one do in the event that he wants to dress 
up as Donald Trump?

A: To warrant such a costume one should try his utmost to:

	make up news

	yell at everyone he doesn’t like

	yell at everyone he does like

	deliver Shaloch Manos that can only be described as 
“great”, “huge” and “the greatest ever”

	take money from the rich to give back to the rich

	make sure his Yamulka amply covers his comb-over

	have someone else dress up as Vashti with a Ukrainian 
accent

	listen to the Megillah via Twitter

	have the democrats filibuster any meshulach that you 
don’t want to give money to

HALACHIC PERSPECTIVES: PURIM TORAH 
R’ Heshy Kahan|Chaver HaKollel
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Q: Are there any laws restricting what to give for 
Mishloach Manos this year?

A: Since the President has made many campaign promises 
there are some notable one’s that the public may not be aware 
of. Specifically the gaurentee to make:

	marzipon

	tasteless rock candy that everyone throws out

	water sold in long glass cylinders with the word 
VOSS on it

	color coordinated chocolate covered almonds

	Presidor wafer rolls (hazelnut flavor) 

“great again”.

Q: Are there any costumes that one should avoid dressing 
up as this Purim?

A: One should try not to dress up as a Met, Jet, or Net 
player as these teams don’t bring anyone Simcha and should 
therefore be avoided.

Q: Should one be concerned if he doesn’t impress anybody 
on his block or shul with his costume?

A: While not showing off is a definite concern specifically 
if one has a daughter “in he Parsha” one can nonetheless 

avail himself to wear the costume and return it to Amazon or 
Costco on Shushan Purim. However this can only be done by 
those who also:

	buy an air conditioner from Walmart on July 1st 
and promptly return it August 29th upon leaving the 
Catskills

	purchase a few hundred chairs from Costco for a 
family simcha and go back after the weekend for a 
full refund

	buy Lands End clothing and return it after the children 
grow out of it for the same item but in the next size

Q: Is there any particular nationality that one should 
avoid dressing up as this Purim?

A: While dressing up as a Persian from Rasha, is permitted 
one should try not to dress up as a Russian from Russia and in 
the event that he has no choice then he should do his utmost 
not to tell anyone.

Q: If one has no other option but to dress up as  a 
Hollywood star on Purim how should he go about doing 
so?

A: Ideally he should give the fanciest Shaloch Manos to the 
wrong family and then have them announce that it’s actually 
going to go to a different family after all.

A FREILICHIN PURIM!!!! 

R’ Heshy Kahan

R’ Rafi Mollot
60 SECONDS OF TORAH: TETZAVEH -- INSIDE-OUT

called me over and gave me a verbal pasting. “You are 
required to wear business attire here!” I tried to defend 
myself by pointing out that certain employees, in other 
departments, higher up in the company than me, regularly 
dressed casually as I had that day. “But you are in customer 
service!” she responded.

A uniform does more than identify to others what 
position or role one serves. “The clothing makes the man.” 
One’s clothing adds a level of awareness of identity and 
purpose to the wearer. As in the above incident, though the 

“And you shall make holy garments for Aharon your 
brother, for splendor and for beauty.” (Shemos 

28:2)
I once held a job in the customer service department of 

a telephone company. I only interacted with clients over the 
phone — never in person. When I started that job, I would 
come to work after my yeshiva studies, in my “yeshivish” 
attire (button-down shirt and slacks). Then I began taking 
college courses, and would come to work after school. 
One day I came in jeans and a sweatshirt. My supervisor 
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WEEKLY INSIGHTS
R’ Aharon Finkelstein  Chaver HaKollel

Who is on a higher level - an angel or a man?
The conventional understanding is to say an 

angle is on a greater level. Angels are Hashem’s messengers; 
they fulfill their purpose by fulfilling G-d’s Will without 
deviation.

So what does that say about man?
The Talmud (Eruvin 13b) asks would it have been better 

for man to have been created or not to have been created - 
what would we say?

The Talmud states that it would have been better for man 
to not have been created, but since he is created let him probe 
his deeds.

Understanding what this means and to answer what is 
then so special about man needs us to take a step back and 
get a broader perspective.

So before we are able to grasp its meaning and answering 
this question, we must survey the thoughts of our Creator.

Rabbi Avraham Steinberg Shlita conveys to us that when 
someone does not show confidence in his own work, it gives 
us an uneasy feeling. Let us say a manufacturer of a certain 
product does not use their own product, we may intimate 
that his lack of trust in it displays a deficiency in the product 
itself. Let us say a kashrut organization refuses to eat at a 
restaurant which they certify, it may bring one to question 
the authenticity of the kashrut itself.

So now this thought can also be expressive of the spiritual 
endeavors. Does our Creator have faith in us?

We can give an answer to this question by looking at 
the very beginning of this week’s perasha. Moshe Rabbeinu 
was directed by Hashem to obtain pure oil for the Menorah. 
It states, “And you, you shall command the Jewish people, 
and they shall take for you pure olive oil” (Tetzaveh 27:20).

Interestingly the leader of this project to obtain oil is put 
in Moshe’s hands. Why is that so?

 In order to answer this we need to look at a Midrash from 
the Yalkut Shimoni, which introduces this week’s perasha 
with a seemingly strange observation. The Midrash takes 
us back to the time of Noach right after the flood, where a 
Dove was sent to ascertain the status of the world. The Dove 
returned with an olive branch in the evening time. The Kil 
Yakar (1550-1619) explains that this olive branch brought 
in the evening was in actuality the bringing of olive oil to 
kindle a light in the darkness of night. The message the Kil 
Yakar states is that after the darkness of the Generation of the 
Flood, there once again would be light, Noach just needed to 
ignite it.

How does this correlate to the Mishkan?
It comes to say that just as the Dove brought Noach the 

opportunity to create a new light in the world, so too the 
Jews were given an opportunity to bring the light of Hashem 
into the world via the Mishkan.

Let us explain this correlation further.
Hashem had commanded Noach to create a separate 

abode from the wickedness and depravity of his generation. 
It was within these confines that Noach would be able to 
preserve his integrity and goodness that was to help rebuild 
the world. This opportunity rested in Noach’s hands alone, 
if he could remain strong, stay focus, and not fall by the 
wayside then he would succeed. It was up to him. The same 
is true here with the Mishkan. Its function would be to bring 
the Divine presence into world. It is n this regard that once 
the Mishkan is built and the lights of the Menorah are ready 
to be kindled that the emphasis is parlayed to Moshe the 
individual.

This is coming to explain the message for each of us as 
individuals to recognize that at a certain point the baton is 
passed to us. It is for us to recognize that Hashem gives to 
each of us after a certain point, the opportunity to accomplish, 

R’ Rafi Mollot

company’s clients would never see through the phone how 
I dressed, my attire would affect my self-perception as a 
professional customer service agent, and serve to transform 
my job performance.

Certainly, in the service of Hashem, this phenomenon 
holds no less import. As servants and representatives of the 

Most High, let us make certain what we wear on our outsides 
will have the desired influence on our inner consciousness, 
and encourage the kind of elevated behavior that brings 
only splendor and beauty into our lives and the lives of 
others.

Based on Shlah, Parshas Tetzaveh. 
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and the end result emanates from our efforts.
Rav Tzadok of Lublin (1823-1900) explains this point 

further by pointing out that the Torah states, “And they 
believed in Hashem and in Moshe His servant” (Beshalach 
14:31). He writes that the reason why this verse is stated 
is to tell us a grandiose insight. Just as one must believe in 
Hashem, one must also believe in himself as an agent of 
Hashem!

We must know that we are part of the ability to complete 
the mission of the world.  Noach understood after the 
destruction of the world that it rests in his hands to help 
rebuild it. The opportunity was there for him to rekindle 

the light within the darkness. So too when the Mishkan was 
built, now that the structure was complete the opportunity 
for rekindling the light of Hashem in the world now rests in 
the hands of man. Each of us carries the same opportunity, 
the potential spark within us to rekindle and illuminate the 
world.

It is for this reason alone that the creation of man is 
so great. It demonstrates the great trust our Creator has in 
our capability. Man’s prospective aptitude and budding 
spirituality gives him the ability to surpass even the highest 
of angels. It is the opportunity of achieving this level that 
makes the creation of man, the greatest of all. 

We hear and use these words often. We know that the 
sun rises every morning, and sets in the evening. 

How do we know when we go to sleep that the sun will rise 
the next morning? Because it always does, it’s supposed to, 
that’s part of nature. “Nature” as we refer to it is really just 
one mode of how God manifests His presence. God is always 
present. However, we often fail to recognize His presence. 
Why? Because God made an order by which the world runs 
daily. The sun rises and sets. Oil burns. Careers end.  We don’t 
see headlines in the newspaper that reads “Child born” unless 
that child has seven siblings who entered the world shortly 
after, or the mother was in her late 50s, or the child was born 
in space. These later occurrences are out of the ordinary, not 
natural, and therefore make us perk up and take notice. Nature 
presents us with a challenge, and it was this challenge that 
Esther helped her sisters and brothers overcome.

The Talmud (Ta’anis 25a) relates a story about Rav Chani-
na. Rav Chanina was known for both his dire financial situa-
tion and for the blatant miracles of which he was the subject. 
One Friday night he noticed that his daughter was sad. He said 
to her, “My daughter, why are you sad?” She replied, “My oil 
can got mixed up with my vinegar can and I lit the Shabbos 
lights with the vinegar.” He said to her, “My daughter, why 
should this trouble you? He who had commanded the oil to 
burn will also command the vinegar to burn.” The Talmud 
notes that indeed that is what happened: The light burned for 
the entire Shabbos.

Rav Chanina appreciated the nature of nature. Who said 
oil should burn? God did. Therefore, if God wants, vinegar 
can burn as well. All of what we consider natural is really mi-
raculous. We, however, often fail to appreciate the miraculous 

aspects of nature until it somehow slaps us in the face. We 
have to appreciate the role of God in every aspect of our lives. 
We have to appreciate the hand of God on a daily basis, for 
those things that don’t catch the eye of the media. If we live 
our lives and never recognize God’s role, we fail to show our 
thanks to God and our faith in Him.

The situation was desperate. The king had signed an 
edict: the Jews were to be killed. Mordechai told Esther that 
the Jews needed her intervention. Esther had to go ask the 
King to spare the Jewish people. Esther was initially hesitant. 
She told Mordechai (Esther 4:11) that whoever comes to the 
inner court of the king who the king has not called will be 
put to death to death. The only exception: Those to whom the 
king holds out the golden scepter. Mordechai responded to 
this concern by telling Esther that she should not think that 
because she is in the palace she will escape the fate of the rest 
of her nation. Esther’s reaction was in instructions: Morde-
chai should gather all the Jews who are present in Shushan. 
They should all fast for Esther. She and her attendants will 
fast likewise, and then she will go to the king, despite the risk.

Its interesting to point out that Esther’s own behavior was 
a bit unusual. It makes sense to say that a person who fasts 
for three days will become weak and they will not look as 
attractive because of their weakened state. King Achashvero-
sh chose Esther to be his queen because of her beauty, why 
would she want to diminish the most valuable asset she pos-
sessed that could win over Achashverosh? Furthermore, why 
did Esther tell Mordechai that she was going to fast?

The answer is that Esther understood how she managed 
to become queen. Esther, the Talmud tells us, had a green pal-
lor that was not particularly attractive. However, God graced 

R’ Moishe Wiederman
NATURE. NATURAL. 



8 THE SHTIEBLE

R’ Moishe Wiederman

Esther with such charm and appeal that Achashverosh select-
ed her above anyone else. Esther realized that she achieved 
this position through the hand of God, although others might 
think it was a natural choice – Achashverosh was taken by her 
looks. Esther though knew that her looks were no asset. Yes, 
people might find her attractive, but that is not what will bring 
success: God will. She wanted to build within her a deep trust 
in God. She decided to fast so that by diminishing her beau-
ty, she would have full faith in God. She could not hang her 
hopes on any other factor that she possessed and could have 
attributed to herself. Therefore, she revealed her plan to fast 
to Mordechai. If the Jews would hear the news, they would be 
distraught: How could Esther diminish her beauty – the cause 
of Achashverosh’s attraction to her? The Jewish nation would 
be forced to put full faith in God. They could not rely any-
more on the natural attraction that existed previously. They 
had to believe that God alone is their source of salvation, not 
Esther’s looks, wit, or character.

The people believed and the people were saved. They 
were able to remove the blinders that nature presents and see 
things as they truly were: God controls all. Esther achieved 
her goal. She got an entire nation to recognize who controls 
the world, who makes nature natural: God. The Sages have 
memorialized this accomplishment of Esther in the Megillah, 
and it is read by the Jewish people every year. The name of 
God is never mentioned in the Megillah, to illustrate that the 
salvation of the Jews that appeared to result from political ma-
neuvering and convenient coincidences was really the hand of 
God, albeit in a clandestine, natural way. The Megillah serves 
as a prime example of how we must appreciate the role God 
plays in our lives. Nature is natural because God makes it so, 
and it is as miraculous as the supernatural. Our job is to take 
in the commonplace, natural occurrences and appreciate them 
for being gifts from God. Good Shabbos and a freilichin Pu-
rim. 

All the Festivals [Moadim] will be annulled except for 
Purim, as the Pasuk says: The Jews accepted... and that 

the days of Purim will not pass from within the Jews; and its 
remembrance will not terminate from their children [Yalkut 
Shemoni to Mishlei # 944 (to Mishlei Perek 19); see Yerush-
almi Taanis 2:2 and Megillah 1:3; see also Rambam Hil. Me-
gillah and Chanukah and intro to Manos HaLevi pg. 2]. How 
is it possible that all the Moadim will be voided? The Torah is 
eternal; even a kutzo shel yud [from which many derashos are 
expounded] will not become annulled!! Is it then possible to 
say that the only Yom Tov which will be left is Purim!? 

Rashba [Teshuvos vol. I, #93] explains as follows: The 
Pasuk “and the days of Purim will not pass... and not be 
terminated...” is not a command; rather it is a havtachah - 
an assurance. Concerning other Yomim Tovim, there is no 
havtachah that the Yidden will always be able to keep Yom 
Tov; in the Galus, due to our sins, there may be times [and 
have been times] that the Yidden will be unable to keep Yom 
Tov. However, the days of Purim will always be with us. We 
are promised in this Pasuk that the Yidden will always have 
Purim; it will not be abolished by any decree! Powerful words 
that need explanation. [See Manos HaLevi (9:28), who ar-
gues that history has proven otherwise.] Maharal [intro to 
Ohr Chadash s.v. be’sefer mishlei] cites this explanation and 
states: This explanation is totally unreasonable! Why should 

there be such an assurance concerning Purim and not with 
respect to the other Yomim Tovim? 

But, in fact, Rashba’s approach is quite reasonable and 
serves as a valuable lesson for us. Rashbam (in Pesachim) 
wonders why we do not use Besamim in havdallah when 
we go from Shabbos to Yom Tov. He says that, as we know, 
smelling the besamim gives us a spiritual satisfaction to make 
up for the loss of the spiritual neshamah yeseirah that we lose 
at the conclusion of Shabbos. That is unnecessary when we 
go from Shabbos to Yom Tov because on Yom Tov we also 
have that extra neshamah, and therefore do not need to fill 
the void left by the exit of the neshamah yeseirah. Tosafos, 
however, proves that this cannot be, for if it is true that we 
have a neshamah yeseirah on Yom Tov, why do we not use 
besamim in havdala at the conclusion of every Yom Tov, just 
like we do on Shabbos? Ramban explains Rashbam’s view: 
Although we have a neshamah yeseirah on Shabbos and Yom 
Tov, at the close of Shabbos we lose the neshamah yeseirah, 
but at the end of Yom Tov we do not. The kedusha of Shabbos 
was created by Hashem. Thus at its conclusion, there is no 
remnant of the neshamah yeseirah which we were given. The 
kedusha of Yom Tov however is created by us [Mekadeish 
Yisrael Ve’Hazemanim, as opposed to Mekadeish HaShab-
bos]. When kedusha comes through our toil, it is not lost - we 
do not lose that neshama yeseira.

Rabbi Avraham Greenwald
PARSHAS TETZAVEH



THE SHTIEBLE 9

In a similar vein, Lev Eliyahu explains why the Har HA-
bayis has kedusha even today, while Har Sinai has no kedu-
sha. The kedusha of Har Sinai had no human input. Thus, 
when Hashem left, the kedusha left as well. The Kedusha of 
the Har HaBayis however had human input - it had the sweat 
of the avoda - that is not lost. Even after the shechina left, the 
kedusha put in by the Yidden remained.

A quick look at Purim, will demonstrate how it stands out 
from the other Yomim Tovim in a certain respect: All the oth-
er Yomim Tovim were a gift from Hashem. The Yidden had 
minimal input. They were on the 49th level of tumah when 
taken out of mitzrayim. Hashem not only took them out, but 
gave them the clouds of glory [succos] and brought them up to 
a level where they were able to receive the Torah. Purim was 
different. Yes, the Yidden sinned, but at the end, the entire ye-
shua came about through their fasting and repentance. Leich 

kenos es kol hayehudim... — all the Yidden were involved in 
a mass teshuva movement. They realized their mistake and 
repented. The neis of Purim was not a gift - it was earned! In-
deed, even the fact that it is celebrated came about differently 
than other Yomim Tovim. A look at the Pesukim show us that 
the Yidden decided on their own to celebrate. Only after that, 
did Mordechai and then Esther send out letters to strengthen 
the Yidden’s own initiative. At that point, the Yidden accepted 
what they had already begun on their own. Kiymu ve'kiblu - In 
shamayim they agreed to what we did down here!

Purim began and ended with us - with our avoda - with 
our initiative. This cannot and will not be abolished. This is 
why the other Yomim Tovim can be abolished through ter-
rible decrees - for they were not earned but given as a gift. 
Purim however was earned - it is ours - and cannot be taken 
away. 

R’ Boruch Yechiel Schreiber
PARSHAS TEZTAVEH- ZOCHOR; TRUE HONORCAUSING DAMAGE

The Torah tells us that the Kohein wore special clothing, 
“Likovod Ulitifares”, for honor and splendor. The Ge-

mara in Megila (12a) learns from this that Achashveirosh 
wore during his party the Bigdei Kehunah, which he stole 
from the Bais Hamikdash. This is learned from the Megi-
la, which says that Achashveirosh portrayed “Yikar Tiferes 
Gedulaso” his splendor and grandeur. The Gemara connects 
the words ‘Tiferes’, to the same word Tiferes in our Parsha, 
which is referring to the Bigdei Kehuna. 

The Chasam Sofer (Drashos 142b), makes a fascinating 
observation. When the Torah refers to the Bigdei Kehuna it 
says, “for” honor and splendor, without referring to the Ko-
hein. On the other hand, the Megila says that Achashveirosh 
wore the Bigdei Kehuna to portray “his” splendor and great-
ness”. Why the difference?

Explains the Chasham Sofer there is a fundamental differ-
ence between the Kohein Godol and lihavdil, King Achash-
vierosh. Ahron Hakohein didn’t need the special clothing 
to contribute to his honor and splendor.  His actual essence 
commanded and exuded honor and splendor. The clothing 
were honorable clothing to fit his honorable being. Thus, the 
clothing were “for” the honor and splendor”(which previ-
ously existed). 

King Achashveirosh was not worthy of greatness and 
honor. To the contrary, Achashveirosh didn’t even come from 
royal lineage. Rather he was a stable attendant to the King of 
Bovel. Later he accumulated substantial wealth and used his 
money to bribe the highest ministers in Paras and Madai to 
choose him as their king. Achashveirosh in his desperate lust 
for honor and greatness, did all sorts of things to create his 
self-proclaimed image. Therefore, putting on the Bigdei Ke-
huna, wasn’t to enhance his own genuine essence, but rather 
the clothing themselves were the honor and splendor. Thus 
the Megila aptly describes the clothing as “his” honor. The 
clothing were full of honor, but not the person beneath them. 

This lowly trait of trying to portray oneself with a fake 
image of greatness was not exclusive to Achashveirosh. Ha-
man, was obsessed with his own phony image. He craved 
honor, as the Megila clearly reveals to us. When Achasveiro-
sh offered the royal clothing to the “man the king wants to 
honor”, Haman immediately assumed it was him. He was so 
excited to wear the royal garments and be pranced around on 
the royal horse.  Why would this mean anything to Haman? 
Does being reveled for a few moments in royalty make him a 
royal honorable person? To Haman this made no difference. 
It was the outward image that was important, not the inner 

Rabbi Avraham Greenwald
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Rabbi Berach Steinfeld
LIE OR NOT TO LIE? — TO GET DRUNK OR NOT TO GET DRUNK?

Rav Yehudah tells us in the gemara in Bava Metzia, 
daf chof gimmel, amud bais that there are three things 

a talmid chacham is permitted to lie about. The three things 
are mesechta, puria and ushpiza. The Maharsha explains 
that puria is referring to the gemara in Megilah, daf zayin, 
amud bais that says that one has to get drunk on Purim up to 
the point of not being able to differentiate between “Arrur 
Haman and baruch Mordechai.” The Maharsha says that 
on Purim a talmid chacham may lie and say that he got drunk 
to the point of confusion despite the fact that the truth is he 
did not get drunk to that point.

The Shailos Utshuvos Yad Chanoch in siman daled speaks 
about a gemara in Yerushalmi in Perek Ches in Shab-
bos about Reb Yona. Reb Yona would not drink wine 
from Pesach to Pesach. He would have a tremendous head-
ache after Pesach until Shavuos from the wine that he drank 
at the Seder. The question that is asked is; why didn’t Reb 
Yona push himself to drink wine on Purim? It must be that Reb 
Yona was of the opinion that a Talmid Chacham should not 
drink on Purim to the point of “ad delo  yoda” because it 
might bring to “bizayon haTorah.” When a person who con-
siders himself a talmid chacham does not drink wine on Pu-

rim it comes across as if has yuhara (he is a baal gaaveh.) 
Therefore when offered a cup of wine on Purim, rather than 
come across as a baal gaaveh and not drink it, he may lie and 
say that he already drank.

On Purim we learn the importance of drinking 
responsibly. The Mechaber paskens that one should drink 
until he can’t recognize the difference between arur Ha-
man and boruch Mordechai. The Rema paskens that one 
should not get drunk on Purim. He should just drink a little 
more than he is used to and then go to sleep from the in-
toxication. The following question then arises. If one will get 
drunk to the point that he will not be able to bentch or dav-
en Maariv, may he or should he still drink or not? There 
are Rishonim who discuss this dilemma. My feeling is that 
one who does not go through the entire sugya has no right 
to get drunk and be mevatel other mitzvos. Remember that 
drinking is a mitzvah De’Rabbonon whereas Birchas Hama-
zon is a De’Oraysa.

Happy Purim!
 Do you have a topic or discussion you want to read about? 

Please send comments or questions to hymanbsdhevens@
gmail.com or Berachsteinfeldscorner@gmail.com

essence. But the outward appearance doesn’t really provide 
any actual honor. Thus, Haman ended up with garbage on his 
head instead of the royalty he craved. The Megila is teaching 
us that at the end the inner essence is what shines forth, not 
the external strappings and external image a person tries to 
falsely create. 

This trait of Haman, actually has its roots in his ances-
tors. Esav, the Chazal tells us, is symbolized by the Chazir; 
the pig animal. From all the non-kosher animals, the pig 
is unique in that it has the kosher sign of split hooves, but 
is nevertheless not kosher because it doesn’t chew its cud. 
Rashi tells us that the pig shows off his feet, as if to fool 
people that he is indeed kosher. When someone falsely tries 
to portray an image he really isn’t, he is referred to in yiddish 
as “Chazer Feesel”, pigs feet. A pig uses his ‘kosher’ feet to 
portray an image that doesn’t exist. Esav is the quintessential 
“chazer feesel”. “Ki tzayid Befiv”, Rashi tells us means he 
fooled his father Yitzchok. He fooled his father into thinking 
he was extra stringent in his Mitzvos, and even wanted to take 

Ma’aser from salt. 
Indeed, Haman his grandson, kept the family tradition 

going and tried to keep his false façade as long as possible. 
But at the end “Sheker ain lo raglayim”, falsehood is unsus-
tainable. At the end the true colors are revealed. 

Mordechai on the other hand, wore a sack cloth, but is 
true essence shone forth. In the end it was he who rose to 
greatness and honor. Indeed the Mishna (Avos 6) tells us 
“there is no honor other than Torah”. Torah is the truth of the 
world. The Mishna is telling us that all the fake outwardly 
appearances of the world, don’t provide true honor and splen-
dor. Only Torah, and those that adhere to it, can create true 
everlasting Honor and splendor. 

Perhaps this is the reason we get dressed up on Purim. 
We conceal our faces and bodies with costumes to proclaim 
that we don’t need any outwardly display to demonstrate who 
we are.  We command honor and splendor for our essence, 
which are truly deserving of honor, not because of any cloth-
ing or external show. 

R’ Boruch Yechiel Schreiber
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והיא שעמדה לאבותינו ולנו
שלא אחד בלבד עמד עלינו לכלותינו

אלא שבכל דור ודור 
עומדים עלינו לכלותינו

והקב״ה מצילנו מידם

Israel triumphant, marching out of an Egypt laid low, b’yad 
ramah, arm stretched high in victory, the world in awe, be-

loved and favored by God, gets its bubble burst by an army of 
nasty marauders who marched from far off, not to defend their 
unthreatened homeland, but for the very purpose of bursting 
that bubble. 

Evil came to make war on Good, because that’s what 
Evil does. Amalek’s gratuitous attack gave expression to the 
implacable, unremitting hatred of their ancestor Eisav for 
Yaakov. Its roots, however, run even deeper, traceable back 
to Creation and Adam’s encounter of evil introduced into the 
perfect world God had made for him. 

Amalek attacked and destroyed Israel’s newfound sense 
of safety and invincibility. The Jews fought back on two 
fronts. Moshe sat high up on the mountain, hands held high in 
prayer and supplication. Led by Yehoshua, the Jews fought the 
ground battle. Looking up at Moshe, their eyes dawn Heaven-
ward, their thoughts and inspiration bound to God, they were 
able to overcome their warlike enemy. And when their spiri-
tual concentration faltered, so did their war effort. 

Israel defeated Amalek, but oddly, did not vanquish them. 
Vayachalosh, they weakened Amalek, but did not destroy 
them. It was not their choice, but by God’s direction. Ama-
lek would live to fight another day, to carry on its eternal and 
infernal mischief. And in one form or another, Amalek and 
Israel have been engaged in a gruesome, macabre dance ever 
since. 

After the battle at Rephidim, God declares that He will 
(in the future) eradicate Amalek, and is at war with them from 
generation to generation. Milchama l’Hashem b’Amalek mi-
dor dor.

It was, in fact, a generation later that God actually com-
manded Israel to consider itself at eternal war with Amalek, 

and that they should eradicate them -- at some time in the fu-
ture. And it was several hundred years later that He actually 
sent King Shaul on a military mission to destroy them. And 
even then they were not quite destroyed. Witness, Haman -- 
the Amalekite -- plying his destructive trade about a thousand 
years after that initial battle at Rephidim.

Strange as well, as we read Parashas Zachor on this Shab-
bos before Purim, is the nature of the admonition and com-
mand to destroy Amalek. Zachor Es Asher Asa L’cha Amalek: 
remember what Amalek did to you -- a Mitzvas aseh, a positive 
commandment, what you must do. It ends with a Mitzvas lo 
sa’aseh, a “negative” commandment, what you should not do, 
Lo tishkach: do not forget. In between these commandments 
never to forget the memory of Amalek is the commandment to 
erase the memory of Amalek, timche es zecher Amalek. 

We are told to remember, never to forget, and at the same 
time to erase the memory.

Yes, I know, the words can be explained, and indeed are 
explained, with a slightly different meaning, making it all con-
sistent. And yet the Ribbono Shel Olam Himself, the Creator 
of words and of language, Author of the Torah, and of History, 
chose these words as they are for this passage. I would suggest 
that this slight ambiguity, this hint at a measure of internal 
contradiction, carries with it a message of historic and endur-
ing significance to the Jewish People.

This horrible struggle with Amalek, an ongoing echo of 
Yaakov Avinu’s violent, all-night struggle with the “man” who 
was Eisav’s malach, will be with us “ad alos hashachar”, un-
til the dawn of Redemption. In the end, God has promised us, 
He will finally put an end to Eisav/Amalek. But until then, it 
is not a free ride. We must deserve our victories.

But look at us. Look at all of us. Look at our history as 
described in Tanach. Look at us now. Yes, we have among 
us the greatest of the great. We are a People that has clung 
mightily over the millennia, despite all odds, to our Father in 
Heaven and to His Torah. And we are a People with a history 
of those among us, many among us, who have turned their 
backs - well, I’d rather not spell it out, but you know what 
frightening and depressing reality I’m talking about. And oy, 
they are currently the majority. 

What defense can we bring before God, to make our case? 
Perhaps it is God Himself who has whispered it in our ear. 
Zachor es asher asa l’cha Amalek. Remember what Amalek 
has done to you. Amalek, with his unremitting war and op-
pression, his persecutions and his exiles, his beatings and his 
burnings, his subjugation and his humiliation, has made you 
crazy. He has made you take leave of your senses and to act 

ZACHOR
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so irrationally that you even mimic his ways. The Stockholm 
Syndrome long before there was a Stockholm. Amalek, in the 
desert, attacked the weak and the stragglers; they feared not 
God. Amalek throughout history has seduced the weak and 
the stragglers among us, the desperate, the disillusioned, the 
unsophisticated and oftentimes even the sophisticated, and 
taught them to fear not God. 

Remember it, says God, even as I remember it. Be aware 
of it, even as I am. 

It is your failing, your weakness, but it is also your de-
fense. It is an insanity defense, a victimhood defense, and I 
think it is probably our best defense.

It is our mandate and our responsibility to fight Amalek, 
to fend him off, to reject him utterly, to destroy him. But he is 
mighty and our powers have been vitiated by the long struggle 
and the bitterness and helplessness of exile. Some of us have 
the strength and the resolve. Others, alas, do not, at least for 
now. But we have a loving Father in Heaven, who understands 
human frailty and weakness in the face of the trials and tribu-
lations we have been subjected to, and will continue to face, 

ad alos hashachar.
And so He tells us that we must fight the fight; we must 

remember, we may not forget, and we must erase any trace of 
Amalek’s influence, his “memory”, within us. But ultimately, 
milchama l’Hashem b’Amalek. God Himself will do battle 
with Amalek on our behalf, even as He did with Egypt. And, 
He promises, emcheh es zecher Amalek, I will, in the end, 
eliminate any vestige of Amalek’s influence within you, My 
beloved children. I will remove your hearts of stone, hardened 
by your suffering, and give you hearts of flesh. Eisav will tor-
ment you no more and you will be at peace with each other 
and with Me in that beautiful shachar, that dawn of eternity 
which awaits you.

But know that even now, with Amalek raging all about 
you, just turn to me: I am your God. There is another Purim 
waiting in the wings. 

Yerucham Baruch Reich
Parashas Zachor 5777
Yerushalayim Ir Hakodesh
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Purim 
Megillas Esther- 7:00 pm  

followed by a wonderful family party !!!

Second Megilla reading upstairs @ 9:00 pm


